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lite  I  hajre  ^  hoiidr  Jt^  tfunniit  the  aaea«|Mui)riii§  inemoiiri,  aod,  oa 
hribttf  U  the  petitiiMMMV»  jke  re^tit  jou.  will  putaept  the  mme  to  the  Seuete, 
tm  which  JOQ  DfiMi4e* 

T|m  memorial  if  exdueifelj  fiyiad  hgr  pruetictl  workers  in  irwiy  end 
wXl  |#  IpmimI  bj  Seiiilarf  emi  oibeif  M^nttated  with  Philadelphia  to  eon-, 
IM  tlMi  ^igM^Luiti  ^  Ml  only  the  priaeipaU  but  all  the  iotelligant  aoaat^r- 
vorkmes  and  jooroeymeQ  ia  the  amithing  biiaiaeaa^  of  the  city  and  county 
tfin^UpMhia. 

Several  of  the  memorialista  have.  I^n  iofonne4  by  iroamaater%  and 
e«Mfm  of  forgse  and  fumft^eai  that  theae  gentlemen  are  at  length  them- 
frilfek  becoming  aatiaficid  thalt  aosie  niodificiaion  of  the  preaent  niinoua  ta* 
iSr  om^  iron  ia  aeeeaaary ;  euerience  having  anvly  taught  thein  that  the 
it  exfirbitant  duty  on  the  importation  of  the  r^r  mater ial»  ao  £m*  from 
fetually  dimioiah^  the  demand  fat  American  iron. 
\  .  ,WiUi  thehii^eat  reqiectand  conaideration» 
,.,,,  1  fiii,  »r,  your  JWOii  obedient  aervant, 


To  GQf  jt^aeOency  'oair  C.  CAuuHniy 
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MEMORIAL.  !! 


delphia^  mechanicsi  employed  in  ▼ariouf  brancbet  of  the  aMoaftcture  of  k 
iron,  namelvy  as  steam  engine  makers,  anchor  and  chain  smithsi  ship-  sa 
smiths,  machiniitSi  founders,  hatdnpn  manutaelnrers,  edflB-tool  makertf  p 
locksmiths,  eoach  and  wagon  smiths,  farriers,  whitesmiSiSi  and  black-  « 
smiths,  I  /  »:  ^;  ,  ..  j^  (  {■ 

KbSPBCTFULLT  EKFIBSBITTS:  .  ,  m 

That,  at  the  last  session  erf*  the  pre^^nt  tiongftBS,  li  number  of  year  menft»-  pc 
rMista Mreseirted  a  petilioHAo  both  Hmises, :«yekii  itt4h«JSe«alik^a¥i 
red  to  the  Committee  on  MancAetm*e^  aildi  in  tte  'Uomso'  df  Mfp 
tives,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  that,  in  the  Senate,  the  Com-  ^ 
mittee  on  Manufactures  made  a  repofMheiMn,  printed  by  order  of  that  bo-  f 
dy,  which  contains  statements,  supposed  to  bare  been  made  by  your  meado-  | 
rialist»in  the  petition  in  question,  and  conclusions  deddiced  therefrom,  not  i 
conceived  to  be  correct  by  your  memorialists;  they  therefore  feel  sarislifd  | 
that  the  facts  referred  to  by  &e  committee  of  the  Senate  have  not  been  fuDy  ^ 
comj^refabnded,  iod  Ihai  theeomnBrittae  tias  thus  been  led  into  ouiterial  or-  i 
rors,  which,  when  clearly  and  distinctly  pointed  put,  your  memoriajists  be-  { 
lieve,  will  become  evident  lo  both  Hduses.  iTbur  Iknemorialistt^l^o^rdffi^y 
respectfully  ask.  p^rmissioti  once  more  to  ^izhibii  to  OoiiigresS,  hi  greftteir 
tailf  tnd  with  all  the  perspicuity  ^hey  can  give  them,  the  pi^ctietl  ft|ii  «^ 
on  which  they  found  their  claim  Ibr  legislative  relief,  icconipanied  ty^^fK^h  <^ 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Maniifactur^  in  the  l^iR^riift  i 
are  absolutely  necess^  to  prevent  the  former  stateinents  of  your  taiem^i^'  ^ 
alists  from  being  misunderstood.  '      ;  /   ,| 

First  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  the  Senate/Jal^'  ^ 
ter^uotine  some  of  the  statements  of  your  memorialists,  remarks:  <*Tlm,  ^ 
ss  this  petition  is  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  placed  aihong  w^  ^ 
documents  for  future  refefence,  if  necessary,  it  is  proper  that  explanitii^  . 
should  be  given,  to  prevent  Erroneous  impressions,  which  it  is  eaJculated  11  Jg 
make."    You  memorialiM  believe  the  erroneous  impressions  herie  alltilF^!  ^ 
ed  to,  to  be  the  prices  given  by  them,  in  their  petition,  of  the  coit  of  ilron;  fcA  ^ 
the  committee,  and  not  your  memorialists^  on  tills  paint,  have  feUen  into  l 
error,  by  assumin|;,  as  the  committee  have  ddne,  the  retmms  made  to  the  v 
Treasury  Department  as  the  basis  of  their  calculations,  wben^  ap  is  ;iv^ 
known,  no  distinction  whatever  is  made  in  the  Treasury  returns  betweeo  the 
pricesof  refined  and  common  iron ;  whereas,  in  their  petition,  youir  medk>rialists 
expressly  declared,  that,  on  refined  iron,  manufactured  by  rolling,  which  then  ^ 
actually  cost  iSlO  sterling  per  ton,  or,  at  the  par  value  of  exchange^  M4  44,  '^ 
and  has  since  fallen  to  £9  sterling  per  ton,  the  duty  was  SO  per  cent  |  Mid  ^ 
that,  on  common  iron,  which  then  cost  £6  sterling,  or  99i  #6  per  ton,  the 
duty  was  140  per  cent;  and,  so  far  from  th«ieby  convtyiog  ^erroneous  tm-  ^ 
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jrov  meoMirialiili  htra  iioee  aieirtsiAed  that  aommon  Encliah 

%ri(b^  ^Mii^l^  at  J5  tb:  itai^g,  <>r  098  ^^perW 

the  MCf  Mlii%^t»  MP  e^itt^^rM  |»ar  cent  mat  than  T(m 

^eged  111  tkiif  pMMw  ^  SaMllvalm  of  iron^  vMi  as  faaU 

hi^ar  ftMimTy  anrf^^M^,  ar»  nakjmst  t^ia^vty  of  078  40  nr 

r  hdr  iMi  Mag  M  5)1.  ateritiig,  op  St7  77  on  tet  size^ 

WMN^fMir  lli«t|  trtileh  oat^MMiaii  aMtimiaa  to  be  impeited! 

*lar  siaaa  of  iron,  in  eonaequence  of  a  differanee  io  eoa^ahfaough 

tltoHs  ffptettti^Vlttt]^^  the  Itity  axmiaHy  paid  is  aomewtet  ieaa  per 

(teftlei  bf  tiMI'8ieiiit^,  4to  Ihair  irej^  proaounced  coA- 

flWr  ta;^  M)ad,^yb«r  tneiMriillMs  wiU'  he  iexeined  for  here 

a  1fator«l|M!f meiila  eH  the  iMiigth  af  the  Tariotia  narriieiftle  me- 

~  llf  tlW^FMta^dlAiteht  Vreeeli  ied  En^^       ^ieotifie  writera 

(d^  iHtdkkkU^  MiMMihig  the  Mdative  cohesive  propertiea  of 

1iiMal|;'ii»'llnyfilrM^  avperienee  of  soTerai  of  voer 

;a^  Theae  fxperimenta  ai^,  oa  the  aoapenaito  of  metallic  bars, 

^•WVfi  Ifoat^toma^aiidlfit  itvehea^lohgy  and  ahow  their  respective 

flri  tfMttm^  hiMmmd  M  fife  Mmhef  of  pouiidi  whieh  aaah  btf  af 

t^ktftMti     '      -  ^        -    '                    .  -  S391  pounds. 

8#eAlh  ito^' (^i^per  to  tnike  stdel  af^)  -  4504 

Ofilef  d€iserh^ttH>iorhtlb^            «*            -  -  S49B 

Iffrt^tcdbi^,  ''*      .            •            -  ^  tn2 

t^ti'pM^ -^ ^^''''^  ^*     •    .    •  •  .  '       .       -  iin 
;  OitftiB,        -v^.     .    ^v        .  .         .  2^6 
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foragali^taMfe,  it  #ni^  be  seen  that  lead,  Ibe  toughest 
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__  _  ,  sMng^h  of  cohesion;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  cast 

P^ii^^^inoat  brittle  of  the  Inalleable  meterta,  possesses  in  the  highest  d^ 
ifet>ii|jib  of  obKMion.     Abeordihgly,  in  the  application  of  the  maliea- 
ihetils  to  ^various  purposes  of  busieess,  their  cohesive  strength,  as 
^ttlit  as  their  touriiniss,  I^  and  in  the  same  metal — 

vi^  fcf  eittiDp&^  which  your  memorialiits  exdusively  work  up,  namely^ 
%A — llMaeQb{)odte  propeHies  are  found  advantageouSi  and  are  respectively 
to  the  nest  practical  account.     Hence,  flrom  its  superior  toughness^ 
h  ifaoi  by  an  comp^ent  Judges,  would  be  prefnred  for  rivets,  haN 
WbA  attier  articles,  hi  which  tonghnesi  is  principally  required;  and 
|liAii  of  raceflence,  for  the  same  uses,  the  best  American  iron 
e  ael6<jCe4* '  'for  implements  of  husbandry,  crowbara,  cut  nails,  and 
_, Ji^Kii  ^requiring  stiflhess  and  redtstanee  against  friction,  Swedish  iron 
i%siii  mpted  tpf  these  purposes.     For  sh^  knd  rod  iron,  on  accouttt 
^'■•^  *^  ^tc^lftjr;  Russian  iron  is  generally  preferred.     English  iron 
ft^  V^i^lli  |>ui1io9es,  on  account  of  the  decided  soperiority  it 
fil^  various  qu^Rttes;  In  chaini^  and  anchors^  from   its  superior 
af  iJolia^Hii,  its  great  exeellenee  in  welding  ot^  uniting,  and  surpass- 


ii'" 
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Ykpifmore  ihgo  i  dbuMe^period  of  time;  in  raWa  lot  t«&^ 
f^%00^  M  Meenkitlt  nf  the  superior  manner  in  wVi\eV\  \1^ 
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iuperiority  iiidtmMlitgr;tBd  for  wtuMl^iTBii^for  tfae^Mme^iira^^ 
«0  fiwn  the  gi^ur  evmaefs  wiA  wliieh  it  iifdwiM  dmvra.,'  l^Nil 
liotu  qualities  tbof«  emtmMiledt  AonrieiOi  8am[libv«ad  .ftu««i|( 
jMiHifiietored  b^  bamnwiogt  %md  Eaglifli  and  aofne  ^menmu  if| 
Ikctured  by  roUiog,  of  tht  oomoioii  itsee,  anddl  mid  n  thit  iiuy%|il||i 
ly  the  same  priee,  to  wit,  i^  aboot  06  p^r  twU ;  BjMinirti  ir%B  baiag 
iMed  or  kaown  bortk 

Seeandly.  Toor  momomtislf  did  ooi  metn  to  ittl^  io  their  fiitsiir 
tion,  diat  the  quality*  of  the  iron  made  in  Gkait  Bntain^  wbieh  9^^  i 
$60  to  f6t  M  per  too,  ia  depetudeot  on  the  hamnMrinf  pioceai,  aa  ii  ' 
by  the  eommiitee  of  the  Senate.    The  q«udii^  of  tMa,  aa  ifoll  aa  of 
other  deaeription  of  iron,  ariMa  firoai  the  purity  ^or  finooefta  it  ceettTea 
the  furnace  or  forge,  in  Che  applieation  of  Mttt,  and  oot  fro9i  the  pi 
which  it  ta  drawn.      The  hanmer  ia  oaed  in  England  in  prapari 
and  irregular  pieoea  of  iron»  in  which  the  roltiog  paoeeaa  ecppat  be 
ta;  and  hence  thia  difierenee  of  price.  <  ,.*l^  " 

Thirdly.  The  report  of  the  cenmiltoe  of  the  Sennte  a|l^pa  that  fM^ 
petitionera  eomplained  of  the  hardahip  af  purehaaing  amall  aiaea  ^  itpijf.^-^ 
the  high  price,  ariaing  from  tfie  duty  of  34  oenta  per  pound  on  it;  which,  pi  > 
oommittoe  remark,  ^*it  incurred  to  any  conaiderable  esteiit^  muat  be  Mt^  ^ 
geth^r  rahmtary,  aa  the  iron  may  be  imporlad  in  bare  of  a  largo  aiaa,  ael  ^ 
eonverted  into  thoee  of  a  leaMr  aiae  in  thia  eouniry  at  a  very  amall  ei»s^ 
penae;"  and  refer  to  the  rolling  milb<<  which  have  been  in  operation  fer^ 
aeveral  years  in  the  county  of  Mmria,  in  the  State  of  New  Jeraeyi"  attd  ^ 
elaewh^re,  where,  the  oonHnittoe  aaaart,  <*  common  tiar  iron  may  be  convert- 
ed into  bars  and  bolta  of  the  amatler  aiae  at  n  amall  expenae.  '^    Now,  vanr  \  ^ 
memorialiala  muat  be  permitted  to  my «  io  replying  to, thia  atatemeot  of  tba  ^ 
temmlttee  of  the  Senate,  thmt  the  hardMp  they  comfriained  of,  ariaing  #tMii  ^ 
the  duty  in  queation,  ia  not  on  their  part  ^  voluntarily"  incurred,  and  far  . 
the  reaaona  which  they  proo^  ta  five.     Firat  -^Iron  of  the  small  aijQfi,  ^ 
paying  3i  centa  per  pound  duty,  is  atill  imported  and  purchased  by  many  of  j 
your  memorialists,  although  theae  aouJl  aizeai  manufactured  in  this  counti*^,  ^ 
leceive  a  bounty  or  «'  protection ''  equivalent  to  the  doty.      This,  ybor  r 
sfiemorialisU  clearly  oouceive,  provea  that  the  atatemeot  of  the  committee  ^ 
of  the  Senate  ia  not  borne  out,  and  ia  certainly  at  variance  with  all  their  ex*  .^ 
pmenceupona  point  io  which  they  cannot  be  mistaken;  for,  ootwithtftanding  /" 
the  <«  many  mills  erected  for  rolling  iron  of  theae  small  sines,"  spoken  of  W  ^ 
the  committee  as  being  done  <^at  a  amall  expense,"  your  memorialista  atm  '*P 
ind  their  advantage  in  purchasing  the  imparted  article  of  the  aame  descrij^  ^ 
tiony  aubject  to  the  heavy  duty  in  queation,  as  well  aa  the  other  duarges  of  ^' 
importation^     Secondly. — Your  memorialists  will  add«  that  some  <m  them    ^ 
have  actually  paid  the  American  manufacturers  S85  per  ton  for  rolling.ircm    ^> 
.tf  one  inch  and  under  into  five-eightha  of  an  inchi  and  from  the  same  aifea    ^ 
into  half  an  inch,  J30  per  ton;  whilst  the  former  aiaea,  of  five^ighths  of  aa    ^i 
inch,  only  coat  the  manufacturer  of  hardware  in  Great  Britain  $t$  33  per  ton  i    % 
and  the  latter  sicca,  of  half  an  inch,  only  $27  77.  Hence  it  ia,  that,  from  our    '^ 
4awn  preaent  absurd  dutiea,  that  on  all  ataea  of  rolled  iron  above  half  an  inch^    u! 
the  Britiah  manufeclurer  ia  enabled  to  import  in  the  United  Stat^  in  the    ^ 
Ibrm  of  hardware,  a  ton  of  iron,  at  the  rate  of  $M  83,  including  duty;  and    ^ 
fimt,  on  at]  aiaea  of  rolled  iron  of  half  fun  inch,  he  b  alao  enabled  to  import    i 
^aotbeUoited  SiMtes,  ia  the  umB  form,  a  ton  of  Iroih  ai  ^e  T%Xjb  ^  %^    \i 
i^  iMimliag  dutjrf  4bo  dimtlm^ftiim§  dmim$  Vai  Uv«t  of  tibalWvxiik^  masis^* 


Ifim^ 


00  aH  ftsM  of  froD  ovtcf^  bftif  «ti  inch,  fSt  8p»  and  on  half 
'0  ttl;  the  duties  on  hardware  manufactured  of  the  smaller  aUses  of 
[fig  cmly  one  eleventh  of  what  they  are  on  iron  as  a  raw  mtfterial,  * 
hslrdWire  mad^  of  larger  iSwB  about  one  sixth:  thus  excluding  such 
r  snemorialists  as  are  engaged  in  the  manu&cture  of  hardware  from  ^ 
dil&iflike  tijait  competition  with  the  aame  articles  brought  by  the  Bri» 
^laij^rttr  into  our  own  market!    Some  of  your  memorialists,  besides^ 
m  informed  by  owners  of  the  largest  and  best  rolling  mills  <<  in  this 
^  ^^  that,  at  the  present  prices,  they  are  by  no  means  desirous  to  con* 
CMtimon  bar  iron  into  bars  and  bolts  of  the  smalleUt  aizes,  notwithstand- 
declaration  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  that  your  memorialists^ 
ee  of  the  imported  iaronof  this  description  <<  must  be  altogether 
itwry," 
'oorthly*    The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  their  report  to  the  Se- 
tt vsfier  to  a  part  of  the  former  petition  of  your  memorialists,  which  stat- 
g^  tlHit  wbeel*tire  with  boiea  punched  in  it,  sheet  iron  cut  and  puhched  for 
pipes,  Soilei  plates  of  a  size  and  punch  for  steam  engine  Doilers,  and 
iron  punched,  were  imported  at  the  ad  valorem  duty  ihereOn  of  25  per 
9  as  <*  all  cases  of  evasions  of  specific  duties,  and  frauds  upon  the  reve-. 
f^  mod  s^le  this  part  of  your  memorialists'  petition  <*  an  exhibition  of  the 
Series  oi  trade,  which  must  be  new  to  the  Senate;"  **  as  an  ingenious 
to  evade  the  duties  on  bar  iron,  and,  when  carried  into  execution,  a  gross 
palpable  fraud  upon  the  revetioe.''    And  the  cenimittee  further  allege, 
^  tho  importation  of  partially  manufactured  wheel-tire,  with  holes  punch* 
Iki  it,  is  <<  A  device  of  the  importers  to  evade  the  duties  upon  bar  iron," 
»h,  they  add,  <<  cannot  impose  upon  tfie  custom-house  officers,  and,  if  it 
Idy  will  no  doulyt  be  corrected  as  soon  aa  made  known  to  the  Treasury 
riment.'^    In  reply  to  these  sllei;ations  of  the  eoramittee  of  the  Senate, 
memorialists  do  not  fSeel  themselves  at  liberty  to  indulge  in  the  expres- 
of  feelings  which  an  acute  sense  of  justice  might  warrant;  and  the  un** 
led  reelect  they  entertain  for  both  Houses  of  Congress  will  .prevent  any 
ndversions,  notwithstanding  the  imputations  which  the  committee  hav6 
ig|ht  proper  to  cast  upon  such  of  vour  memorialists  ss  have  been  accus- 
d  to  iiRport  iron  manufactured  m  whole  or  in  part,  in  conformitv*  aa 
believe,  with  a  just  and  strict  interpretation  of  the  revenue  laws.    W  ith- 
noy  infirsction,  however,  of  their  respect  for  both  Houses  of  Congreas> 
ittliy  be  permitted,  in  answer  to  these  allegations  of  the  Committee  onr 
rfsctnires  in  the  Senala,  to  obaerve,  that  tm  sections  of  the  various  acta 
tn  fi>ree,  imposin|^  the  duties  in  question,  point  out  these  distinctions^ 
not  your  memorialists;  and  they  believe  have  always  been  so  understood 
n|inlied  aa  only  to  subject  iron  manufactured  in  whole  and  in  part,  not 
Sfearwiae  specified,  tothe  du^of  95  percent,  ad  valorem  thereon.     It 
^|0  be  Ren  that  the  act  of  May  19,  1888,  limits  the  additional  10  per  cent 
voknrem  duty  to  the  artieletf  made  cS  iron  therein  enumerated,  and  that 
other  manufiicturea  of  iron,  not  otherwise  specified,  remain  subject  to 
^duty  of  25  per  cent  ad  valoren)  impoMd  by  the  act  of  May  88,  188^4. 
aemoiialista  moreover  assert^  wfthout  fear  of  eontradiction,  that  the 
^WBtatioii  uniformly  siven  to  these  sections  of  the  acts  in  question  at  the 
IgMoOHhooie,  and,  il  is  Mieved,  with  the  entire  sanction  of  the  Treasury 
]lio«4«nent,  has  beeh  always  to  allow  the  importation  of  iron  manufactured 
H^gSk  and  in  Mtrt,  frhan^not  among  the  articles  specified  \n  Ibe^cX  ol  ^1^1 
il^  1)|8I^  mi^^ttljrtamo  wi^honm  dutf  of  86  per  oont.  imvQW^  >bs| 
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^t^if  set  of  %r  ^  \t^;  thrt  tirif  coii*riie^4|ir.tipiQ^^  <h 

daty  in  questioa  ui  entirely  eorrectf  muat  be  oBviousto  both  HotiM  Oi^hI-  '^ 
ffres^  if  they  will  refer  to  an  act  passed  durine  ^he  last  seaaioot  r^pdliait  i 
uie  importation  of  rail  road  iron^  which  expresdy  coi|fines  the  a^^^ti jJMT  i\ 
its  provisions  to  iron  imported  for  rail  roads;  thus  clearly  showing  tfiit  ymt  ^i 
jp'ess  deemed  it  necessary  to  enact  a  law  for  th^  express  purpose  of  prewK  ^ 
inff  iron  io  imported  from  being  applied  co  any  other  purpose  except  ,^h|W{«( 
raOs,  which  might  hare  been  done  preyious  to  the  enactment  of  ^le  sai4^>^  flip 
It  is,  bi^desy  firell  knowii  to  all  of  our  fellow-citizeos  engaged  1%  or  prin*  i^tii 
cally  acquainted  with,  the  ironmongery  trade,  that,  under  the  proTi^oii|i«|^^ 
the  act  of  May  22,  1824,  impoaing  the  ad  yalorem  duty  of  25  per  ceni  fli  \i 
manufactures,  of  iron  not  otherwise  spe^ifie^  and  not  subsequently  ^h9ii|^  m 
rated  and  repealed  by  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  19,  lB2t^M  ^ 
has  been  the  constant  and  uointerrui^  praetico,  at  this  aiid  othfsr  poHi  Ml  i«] 
the  United  States,  to  import  iron,  manufactured  in  w^iole  and  in  pa^  <^^^  kb 
this  ad  valo^m  duty  of  25  per  cent  :  .   at 

Fifthly.    The  first  section  of  the  act  of  Mav  19,  1828,  provides  that  >fr  U 
or  bolt  iron,  when  tnanufactured  by  rolling,  and  above  half  an  inch  diaoieiQi^  }n 
shall,  on  its  impcvtation,  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  jS37  per  ton;  and. iron  01  (lijt  ^ 
same  description,  but  of  smaller  sizes,  subject  to  a  duty  of  #78  40  per  tpo»  ({,. 
What  led  the  framers  of  the  law,  in  this  section  of  (he  act|  to  give,  such  tnj^ 
decided  monopoly  to  the  manufacturers  of  hardwareand  ironniongery  ^  jlT^f 
Sheffield  and  Birminghai^,  is  what  your  petitioners  are  not  able  to  state  i  iHirt  ^ 
they  know  and  feel  that  j^uch  is  the  effect  of  the  provision  in  question*  ^ 
This  view,  moreover,  can  be  clearly  made  manifest  from  the  followmg  atate-  jd^ 
ments  of  a  few  of  the  many  article  which  can  be  imported  at  and  under  Iho^a 
present  cost  of  bar  iron.     By  the  letter  frpm  the  Secretary  of  tht^,  Treasury  ^^ 
of  the  5th  of  February,  1830,  transmitting  statements  of  the  commerce  iliia  i^^ 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  &.c.  &.c   printed  by  order  of  the  House  ^^ 
Representative  it  will  be  fbund|  at  page  88  of  that  document,  tbaV  ^^  ^h- 
fiscal  year  1828-9,  there  was  impdrted  into  the  United  States  65^899  pounds  \ 
of  hammers  and  sledges  for  biacksmiihSf  valued  at  03,049,  equivaleiH  to  ^^ 
$4  661  per  cwt,  which  is  33i  cents  below  the  cost  of  bar  iron  in  this  mar-  ^^ 
ket,  exclusive  of  duty,  and  of  which  only  2,097  pounds  were  re-exported;  ^ 
m  that  63,799  lbs.  of  hammers  and  sledges  h^ve  been  importeSl,  during  the  ^. 
year  mentioned,  for  the  use  of  the  American  manufacturers  of  these  v^ry  ar-  ^z 
tides.     Wheel-tir^  Which  your  memorialists  in  their  former  petition  assert-  ^ 
ed  could  be  imported|  and  since  that  time  has  actually  been  imported  i|^<a  ^ 
finished  state,  for  about  f  44  17;  whilst  bar  iron,  suitable  for  thispurppil^  1 
is  now  selling  at  about  890  per  (|on — mpf«  than  double  the  price  of,  what  it  ^ 
costs  when  imported  in  a  manufactured"  st^tfei  froma  fpi^ign  country!    T^"  k 
ing  and  drippmgpans,  both  in  part  an^  in  whole  manufactured,  are  0)9:w,  ^ 
and  ever  have  been  imported,  duties  and  all  other  charges  included,  at  akas 
price  than  the  cost  of  the  sheet  iron.     Tea  trays,  of  lar^  sizes,  madfe,  of 
.double  rolled  sheet  iron,  with  only  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can  be  im-  l 
ported,  duties  and  other  chargei included,  at  $83  72  per  ton;  whilst  the  iiron  ^ 
required  for  the  same  purposes  is  seflincat  double  the  price,  namely,  at  fropa  i 
0160  to  0170  per  ton.  ,  Tea  trays  of  ^^  above  deacriptionf,  therefbre,  caa*  4 
and  no  doubt  will  be  in^)orted  into  the  United  Stistes,  to  be  converted  into    ., 
stoVe  doors,  blowers,  coal  scuttles,  &&,  as  well  21s  an  almost  infinite  ninnbor  ^ 
of  other  articles  of  foreign  manufacture,  as  a  raw  mai^rial^  to  be  applied  not 
ittiir  to  ibe  MMmfif  but  various  other  par||o^y ^unless  th^  preae^t  exorbitant  ^  ^ 
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bnlheimjpJiMiftioiifrf'bardvrtre.     A(bifh---Wir6  No.  19 
»^^»iiiti  tXMtft  fbcor  pence  dterliDg  per  h.,  or  MSl  68.  8d.  sterling 
^jMirVt^iralent  to  -  -  •  '         -    fl«5  00 

mieeii,  at  ten  tents  p^  pound,  is   -  -      994  00 

cost  dfi  tpn  of  #ife  No.  18»  duty  ineladed,  — ^ — ^-^-fiSft  00 


■A'M 


of  the  same  material «  are  imp<^d|  whidfa  CQSt  fire  pence 
pound,  or  per^n  ei)uiimlent  to  -    f  194  00 

(li^Q,  25  per  cent.  Sd  valorem,  is      *       -        59  37 
toei^r  a  ton  offefethig  needles,  doty  97 

thoyelitaltem^ntitfs  tiien  manifest  that  a  prdtection  is  given  to  the 
vrkn  Itf  bitting  iieedjes  ifl  Birintngham  ao4l  Sheffield,  by  the  duty 
nj  io^umiiig  to  9149  SS'p^  ton;  and  granted,  too,  by  ibfs  proTi* 
all,  aet  df  C^f^ren  of  H^  United  BCates,  in  cojaformity,  as  is  alleged, 
Wd  wown  wiriies  and  earnest  solicitations  of  masters  and  owners  of 
taso  toTfjjUttd  furnacesiand,  what  li  well  worthy  of  fiote,  believed  by 
isi^nlaiod  td  protect  Ain^iean  Indcistry !  And  these  observations  are 
iq^ilicable  lb  wire  fbnden^  lieves.  and  every  other  description  of 
tores  from  iron.  A|pdn-r*^Hainmered  nails,  thatoow  pay  the  exorbitant 
five  eents  f&r  pound,  ai^  nevertheless  almost  excmsively  imported, 
the  present  duty  on  nail  rods  is  so  enormous  as  to  preclude  ^1  pos- 
of  competition  falet^edli  the  domestic  and  foi^jgn  manufacturer.  This 
k  tfie  following  statemeOt  ^jll  estiUbhi^Tlie  cost  of  190  lbs.  of 
at  Birmingham  or  Shdield,'  isleas  Aan  riz  shillings  and  three 
0|^'of,  atjgar,  $1  374;  190  Ibi.  beitig  requbed  to  produce  100 
H»  «»  aaiu;  that  fli  to  stjt,  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  100  lbs.  of 
viitj^  t9d%a.  of  nail  rods,  in  England,  is     ;.  -  .    0137^ 

'"^S^lfibbds'of  deck,  (ooal,)  at  3  pmiee  per  bo^l,  is    -  16 

Ettdtftjr  is  fi^  cents  per  pound,  or  w>  -  .  -  . 
e  &it  of  the  raw  ihateriitt  of  lOO  lbs.  of  nails,  duty  inolod* 
M^  EngHstr'tnanuracturer,  ^     ' 

dIKer  iiand,  tfie  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  100  lbs.  of  nails, 
%M1^  iftiaitrod^  in  the  United  SUtes,  is         .  - 

^  iik^  ihree  BuSheb  or  eodi,  at  9§  cents  per  buAel,  li 
I^Sfii^itit  loss  arising  from  difference  of  facility  in  working, 
"  Mihft^or  ductility,  equivalent  to  one-tenth  of  the  labor,  say 
'tte  cost  of  raw  material  and  difference  Of  labOT  of  100  IbsL 
Jto'tbeAniericitn  manufacturer,  -'  - 

"i  ^P^int  of  cost,^tweeO  EoMish  and  American  raw  materir 
iaanulaeuira  of  1  Ob  lbs.  of  iiails,  equivalent  to  one  dollar  and 
frnpitB^    This  loss  to  the  American  nailer  is  caused  by  the  American 
*      ttbt  Jttl^btidaily  urndelrstaHdlingtSiie^  business.  The  cost  of  the  iron, 
t  WitH%b  amount  of  labor,  prbfit,  coal,  &c.  is  as  seven  tothirty- 
i|l^f«ii%ne-fi(V>*     At  \)Ss  kte,  the  dOty  on  Mils  ought  to  be  one-fifth 
Ibiik  ibd  IbW-tiflHs  6n  ttie  nid^^^  to  place  the  nailef  on  the  same  foot- 
tfi'  iiie  iltlnaiiiSsr:  fyOt  as  We  have  averaged  the  cost  of  the  iron  at 
*"    "I  tlii  llbor  ahil^  bbi3s  at  two-thirds,  your  memorialists  will  pur- 
tfd^i^):^:   ^6W,  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  being  the 
rsdKjpfibd  tt,  the  diity  on  nails,  at  the  samie  ratio,  Should  be 
and  mmi^b  per  pound;  Which  at  once  appears  so  "extravagant, 
itkf^mi^pi  Or  out  of  Congress,  could  be  found  its  advocaXx^- 
Au^ihfMt^  Uui  nw  matmal,  to  a  ikir  ptopottvQtvvnfti ^3^ 
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Irom  tN  BrttMi  to  im  ArBenean  mlpu&Bliirer;  tiiqjM 
rods  will  eertaioly  idcimm  in  the  aanie  prbpoitkiii  tbiA^l 


nails  will  ^reasti  but  your  inemoriaiists  are  hrihm  W| 
that,  from  the  inereaaed  eoiiiiuii|Hioii  of  Ammeau  iUil% 
oigD  inm  must  ueeeasarM J  he  ineraaaed  dap.  Ourifig  t(i9  jlfpl 

*  we  imported  266  tons  of  rods  made  into  i^ilsi  it^  l^rft,  cm 
toiia»  in  the  fprm  of  rods,  is  known  not  to  ^eeed  it^MS. 
memorialists  deduct  thia  latter  sum  from  the  whole  ammot 
tiA  ipannfacturer  of  tba  IMi  lona  ii|  paibi  ni^el^  y36f  7i 
1^,396  18  eli.  This  laat  named  sum»  if  the  duties  wei^a  ec(i 
maoDer  jual  pointed  011I9  would  give  eowl^ymeot  to  as  maay^  ^ 
Am^ricao  nailers,  than  it  now  does  to  ui^^  Brittab^  It  is  Jaoowii,,  .^ 
memorialists,  from  the  same  ioet^pielity  in  11^  duj^ea  heif  almAkiti^ 
Korseahoes  are  actually  becoming  an  article  of  iji|portatioi|,  wjjiich  berj^ 
have  alwaya  been  made  by  Ameriean  amiths^  and  the  cost  of  wbichf  Jl^ 
ing  duties  and  other  charges,  will  i;^t  exceed  the  present  priee  6t  kff, 
Uoop9  for  water  and  other  deaeriptions  of  casks,  can  be  import^i^' ji 
and  charges  included,  at  il57  p^r  top,  being  SiSfl  40  l^s  tbaA  ^I(h6  ^ 
the  raw  material  of  which  they  are  made*  ,  Hence  a  ppojpef,  by  ,iq|pQ 
his  hoops  ready  riveted,  aod  thus  aayingthat  p^  of  hia  manual  labaf  in 
hoops,  can  save  at  least  one  half  the  eoat  of  the  article  when  imgort 
^boop  iroQ,''  or  iu  its  state  as  a  raw  m^teriat  Thus  It  f^ppears,  w^ 
your  memorialists  have  reference  to  Jtuir  iroq  paying  Sd7  per  ton  ^ 
sheet  iron,  hoop  iron,  nail  rodq,  and  jr9und  or  aqtuare  iroUf  of  hsITap 
and  ^nder,  all  payinf^  #78  40  pftp  ton,  pr  wire  jiayiiig  frpm  ai«  |to  ^ 
per  pound,  the  result  m  each  p^ti9uhi^  case  will  oe  the  aamc^  aa  oaa  lost 
demonstrated;  makio§'il»jsonaequeutlv,  always  cheaper  to  iaiptuij^i 

'  descriptions  ot  iroo  iu  a  manufactured  than  in  a  raw  atate,  and  tdwij^ 
ing  American  arttaapaof  employment,  to  which  they  are  so  w^  M 
without  injury  to  the  consumers,  to  the  same  extent,  on  these  depcdf 
of  iron,  and  now  |iot  in  any  miuaner  benefitting  the  masters  and  esrn 
American  forges  and  furpacea.  Your  memorialists^  cannot  perceiv^ 
tlie  importation  of  one  article  of  hardware  should  be  conndeml  an  ev 
i»f  the  specifte  duty  on  bar  iron  more  than  another,  as  it  ia  equally 'appli 
to  everv  description  whatever,  whether  subject  to  ad  valorem  <er  qiecij 
ty;  and  yet  the  committee  of  the  Senate  contend  that  '^  there  are  1 
articlea  01  hardware  upon  which  there  should  be  an  increase  of  du^^ 
cularly  upon  bedaorewe,  mentioned  in  the  petition,''  aa  in  opposition 
the  al>ove  reasoning,  aupported  as  it  is  by  the  clearest  and  beat  ^atabl 
facts. 

Sixthly.  The  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  the  Sehate  remark,  that  ^ 
are  of  opinion  with  the  petitioners,  that  there  should  be  just  proportion  bet 
the  duties  upon  bar  iron  and  thoae  upop  hardware;  but  that  this  proportic 
be  more  properly  attained  by  iocreasin|;the  dutieaupon  hardware,  than  I 
ducing  them  upon  iron,aathia,  without  in  iurin||ti^e  manufiicturerofiron,i 
protect  the  manufacturer  of  hardware;  but  thia,  it  seems,  the  petition! 
not  ask  mr  wish."  Had  the  committee  been  well  acquainted  with  the 
tical  effects  of  the  duties  on  iron  and  hardware,  in  relation  to  their  opei 
on  each  other,  and  of  coiurse  that  no  duty  on  hardware,  short  of  that  00 
ac0)d  ^^prot&ci,^^  as  it  is  called,  the  manufacturer  of  hardware;  and  the 

^  Jhw  has  fdnadyb^M  shown  to  be  from  159  ta  9WI|  ^(^  ceuv. ^^x  v 
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tion  of  the  quantity  of  iron  imported  in  the  shape  of  hardware,  with  tlie  du- 
ty thereon  which  it  is  now  subject  to,  namely —  , 
Hardware  subject  to  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

in  which  the  iron  paid  a  proportional  duty  of  05  50  per  ton,       38,929)  tons 
Hardware  paying  35  per  cent  duty,  the  iron  paying  $^25 

per  ton,  -  -  -  -  -  -  6,289} 

Hardware  paying  specific  rates  of  duty,  in  which  the  iron 

pays  seven  dollars  per  ton  -  -  -  -         2,579 

Tin  paying  15  per  cent.,  in  which  the  iron  pays  012  50 

per  ton,  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  3,000 

Wire,  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  lb.  -  -  206 

Sheet,  rod,  hoop,  and  other  descriptions  of  iron,  paying  3i 

centa  per  lb,       -  -  -  -  -  -  1,1671 

Bar  iron,  rolled,  paying  a  duty  of  S37  per  ton        -  -  3,332} 

Making  the  total  of  the  above  descriptions  of  iron,  all  manu- 
factured by  the  process  of  rolling,  ...         55,514i 
To  which  add  the  imported  hammered  iron,         -  -         29,486 

Making  the  aggregate  quantity  of  iron  imported  into  the 

United  States  during  the  year  1828-9,  amount  to  -         84,998i 

Of  which  amount  there  has  been  re-exported,  in  all  forms  3,654i 

Showing  the  actual  home  consumption  of  foreign  iron  to  be         81,344 
Now,  if  to  this  amount  there  also  be  added  the  quantity  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States,  which,  according  to  the  esti- 
mates of  ironmasters  examined  before  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1828,  was  30,000  tons, 
but  which  an  intelligent  practical  man,  who  travelled 
through  the  United  States  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact,  as  the  result  of  the  most  careful  inquiries, 
estimates  at       -  -  •  -  *  •         35,000 

The  annual  consumption  of  iron  in  the  United  States  will  be  116,344  tonf^ 
Of  these  35,000  tons  produced  in  the  United  States,  10,000  tons  only 
reach  the  sea-board,  and,  with  the  81,344  tons  of  imported  iron,  make  the 
actual  quantity  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  dealers  in  iron  on  the  sea- 
board to  be  91,344  tons,  and  25,000  tons  retained  in  the  interior,  there  to 
be  used.  From  this  statement  it  appears,  that,  of  rolled  iron,  ten-elevenths 
were  imported  in  the  manufactured,  and  the  remaining  eleventh  in  the  raw 
state;  that  the  quantity  of  rolled  iron,  in  all  its  various  forms,  compared  with 
hammered  iron,  is  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one,  that  the  American 
Manufactured  bar  iron  which  comes  to  the  sea-board,  compared  with  th^ 
imported  foreign  iron  in  all  shapes,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  nine,  or,  out 
of  90,000  tons,  only  10,000  tons;  and  that  the  American  iron,  compared  with 
foreign  iron  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one 
to  six,  or,  out  of  60,000  tons,  only  10,000  tons;  which  last  named  quantity^ 
aecording  to  the  statements  of  the  ironmasters  who  were  examined  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1828,  included  every  de- 
•eription  of  iron  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  sea-board  of  the  Utvvled 
States.  Your  memorialists  unhesitatingly  and  solemnly  affirm  that  V\\e  \iTO- 
lfer£M»  whiek  hag  been  gnated  by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  tft  \iv\»  -^erj 
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documents  and  information  from  different  90urce89  which  enable  them  to] 
«ent,  as  ^hey  hope,  an  entirely  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  same  fact,  < 
least  afl  far  as  the  subject  will  admit  of  elucidation.  In  the  first  plac 
quantity  of  iron  contained  in  any  given  quantity  of  hardware,  paying  ad 
lorem  duty,  cannot  be  come  at  in  any  other  way  than  by  estimating 
forming  an  aliquot  part  of  the  first  cost,  which  your  memorialists  estima 
one  third.  But  should  it  be  here  urged  that  this  rate  is  too  high;  it  thi 
manifest  that  your  memorialists  will  have  underrated  their  own  labor, 
consequently  would  be  greater  losers;  Proceeding  then  on  this  basis, 
following  results  are  obtained,  namely — 
Imports  of  hardware,  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25 

per  cent  .-..--     $2^125 

Imports  of  hardware  paying  a  duty  of  from  30  to  40  per 

cent.,  say  35  per  cent       -  -  -  -  -  44C 

Imports  of  hardware  paying  specific  duties,  -  -      .     18C 

The  whole  amount  of  hardware  imported  during  the  fiscal 

year  1828-9,  ......      83,34( 

The  raw  material,  iron,  contained  in  the  above  hardware,  amount 
38,939il  tons,  paying  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent  on  the  firs 
of  the  iron,  which  was  j$23  33  per  ton,  showing  that  each  ton  of  ii 
this  description  has  actually  been  introduced  into  the  United  States ; 
rate  of  S5  50  per  ton,  or  within  a  small  fraction  thereof  Hence 
above  38,939^  tons  niust  have  paid,  in  duties,  the  sum  oi  -  j52l4,H 
The  hardware  subject  to  specific  duties  contained  6,289i  tons, 

paying,  as  above  stated,  35  per  cent  or  $8  25  per  ton,  .  -  52,0' 
And  2,679  tons,  paying  a  specific  duty,  say  of  JS7  per  ton,    -       18,0; 

The  whole  amount  of  the  duty  paid  on  47,798  tons  in  hardware,  $284,21 
Had  the  above  47,798  tons  been  imported  in  its  raw  state  of  bar, 
rod,  or  hoop  iron,  the  duty  in  that  case  would  have  been  ]$1,568,526 
mating  the  duty  at  only  237  per  ton,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  d 
3i  cents,  and  the  first  cost  of  hoop,  sheet,  and  rod  iron,  and  in  botli 
assuming  the  lowest  duties,  and  the  lowest  priced  iron.  At  this.ral 
discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  the  British  manufacturer  was  a( 
81,284,232  83  for  the  fiscal  year  1828- 9.  We  also  imported,  duri 
same  period,  about  3,000  tOns  of  sheet  iron,  in  the  form  of  tin  plates, 
which  the  iron  contained  in  these  plates,  tin  being  free,  paid  15  per 
ad  valorem,  or  )S48,648  90.  Now,  had  this  iron  been  imported  in 
United  States  in  the  form  of  sheets,  and  had  here  been  tinned,  the  di 
the  iron  in  sheets  would  have  been  C78  40  per  ton,  or  -  0235,2 

Whilst  in  tin  plates  it  only  paid  the  sum  of  -  -  -       48,6 

Making  a  discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  the  British  tinner,  of  $186,£ 

During  the  existence  of  such  a  discriminating  duty,  it  will  be  utter 

possible  to  embark  in  the  tinning  of  iron  in  this  country;  and,  it  i 

added,  furnishes,  if  it  were  required,  additional  proof  of  the  absurdity 

present  exorbitant  duties  on  the  raw  material.     Of  steel  and  iron  wire. 

was  imported  during  the  year  1828-9,  into  the  United  States,  463,1- 

equivalent*  to  206  tons  1  cwt  2  qrs.  2  lbs  ,  on  which  arti(^le  the  sail 

criminating  duty  in  favor  of  the  British  wire- workers  has  also  beec 

fully  imposed,  which  will  he  &een  by  reference  lo  lY\e  pT^V\o\»  ta\e,^ 

m  relatioa  to  knittiDg  needles.     The  following  is,  \iiex^toie^  ^  to 
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tion  of  the  quantity  of  iron  imported  in  the  shape  of  hardware,  with  tlie  du- 
ty thereon  which  it  is  now  subject  to,  namely —  ^ 
Hardwajne  subject  to  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

io  which  the  iron  paid  a  proportional  duty  of  05  50  per  ton,       38,929)  tons 
Buti^vare  paying  35  per  cent  duty,  the  iron  paying  $^25 
g^  per  ton,  -  -  -  -  -  -  6,289} 

PpSiardware  paying  specific  rates  of  duty,  in  which  the  iron 

pays  seven  dollars  per  ton  -  -  -  -         2,579 

Tin  paying  15  per  cent.,  in  which  the  iron  pays  012  50 

per  ton,  -  -  -         •  •  -  -  3,000 

Wire,  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  ft.  -  -  206 

Sheet«  rod,  hoop,  and  other  description^  of  iron,  paying  3} 

cents  per  lb.       -  -  -  -  -  -  1,1671 

Bar  iron,  rolled,  paying  a  duty  of  <37  per  ton        -  -  3,332} 

Making  the  total  of  the  above  descriptions  of  iron,  all  manu- 
factured by  the  process  of  rolling,  ...         55,514i 
To  which  add  the  imported  hammered  iron,  -  -         29,486 

Making  the  aggregate  quantity  of  iron  imported  into  the 

United  States  during  the  year  1828-9,  amount  to  -         84,998i 

Of  which  amount  there  has  been  re-exported,  in  all  forms  3,654i 

Showing  the  actual  home  consumption  of  foreign  iron  to  be  81,344 
Now,  if  to  this  amount  there  also  be  added  the  quantity  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States,  which,  according  to  the  esti- 
mates of  ironmasters  examined  before  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1828,  was  30,000  tons, 
but  which  an  intelligent  practical  man,  who  travelled 
through  the  United  States  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact,  as  the  result  of  the  most  careful  inquiries, 
estimates  at       -  -  -  -  *  •         35,000 


The  annual  consumption  of  iron  in  the  United  States  will  be  116,344  tonuL 
Of  these  35,000  tons  produced  in  the  United  States,  10,000  tons  only 
reach  the  sea-board,  and,  with  the  81,344  tons  of  imported  iron,  make  the 
actual  quantity  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  dealers  in  iron  on  the  sea- 
board to  be  91,344  tons,  and  25,000  tons  retained  in  the  interior,  there  to 
be  used.  From  this  statement  it  appears,  that,  of  rolled  iron,  ten-elevenths 
were  imported  in  the  manufactured,  and  the  remaining  eleventh  in  the  raw 
ilale;  that  the  quantity  of  rolled  iron,  in  all  its  various  forms,  compared  with 
hammered  iron,  is  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one,  that  the  American 
iianuiactured  bar  iron  which  comes  to  the  sea-board,  compared  with  the 
hnported  foreign  iron  in  all  shapes,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  nine,  or,  out 
of  90,000  tons,  only  10,000  tons;  and  that  the  American  iron,  compared  with 
foreign  iron  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one 
to  six,  or,  out  of  60,000  tons,  only  10,000  tons;  which  last  named  quantity, 
aecordiog  to  the  statements  of  the  ironmasters  who  were  examined  before  a 
eammittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1828,  included  every  de- 
ieriptioii  of  iron  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  sea-board  of  the  Uivvled 
States.  YoMT  memorialists  unhesitatingly  and  solemnly  affirm  that  V\\e  \ffO- 
IMkm  wMck  has  been  granted  by  the  eeveral  acta  of  Congress  tft  \iv\»  -^ers 
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inconsiderable  quantity  of  American  iroD)  fonaingi  as  haa  been  abowi!*  aai 
small  a  portion  of  the  genera)  supply,  and  the  greatest  proportion  of  whiclt 
is  owned  by^ome  of  our  richest  capitalists,  has  not  only  been  severely  and 
oppressively  burdensonae  to  our  memorialists,  as  artisans  and  mechanics, 
the  extent  and  prosperity  of  whose  business  are  dependent  upon  the  abundant 
and  cheap  supply  of  this  important  raw  material,  but  also  to  all  the  consumers 
of  iron,  in  its  almost  innumerable  forms,  throughout  every  part  oC  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And  your  memorialists  will  add,  that  the  proprietors  of  Ameri- 
can iron  ore  banks,  forges  and  furnaces,  are,  by  the  enactments  in  qiiestioni 
themselves  made  to  feel  the  folly  of  such  restrictions,  it  having  already  been 
demonstrated  that  the  effect  of  these  enactments  is  to  cause  iron  to  be  iiQ- 
ported  in  various  manufactured  forms,  and  thus  lessen  the  demand  for  this 
invaluable  metal  in  a  raw  state,  whether  American  or  otherwise. 

Ninthly.  As  the  committee  of  the  Senate  have  pointed  out  to  your  me- 
morialists, and  may  be  considered  as  having  recommended  to  them,  to  import- 
ed iron  in  bars  of  a  large  size,  to  be  here  converted  into  the  required 
small  sizes  by  the  American  rolling  mills,  the  impracticability  of  which 
has  already  been  established,  your  memorialists  feel  authorized,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  submit  their  own  views  on  this  point,  which  entirely  dif- 
fer from  those  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate.  Instead  of  restricting  the  im- 
portation of  iron,  as  is  now  done,  by  enormous  duties  on  this  material  in  its 
crudest  raw  state,  your  memorialists  would  admit  pig  iron  entirely  free,  and 
not  increase  the  present  duties  on  hardware  or  manufactured  iron,  only  about 
one-third  of  what  they  now  are  on  the  metal  in  its  crude  state.  On  this 
basis  your  memorialists  will  exhibit  the  following  results.  Pig  iron,  which 
in  Great  Britain  generally  sells  at  half  the  price  ef  bar  iron  manufactured 
by  rolling,  may  be  estimated  at  three  pounds  sterling  per  ton,  at  par  equiva- 
lent to  ;iSl3  33. 

H  ton  of  pig  iron,  the  necessary  quantity  to  make  a  ton  of  bar  -  016  66 
Exchange,  six  and  a  quarter  per  cent  the  current  rate,     -  -         1  04 

Freight,  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  ton,  on  one  and  a  quarter 

ton,      ^  -  -  --  -  -  -3  47 

Commission,  insurance,  and  other  charges,  say    -  -  -         1  00 

The  actual  cost  of  a  ton  and  a  quarter  of  imported  pig  iron, 
175  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  four  cents  per  bushel,  in  New  Jersey' and 
Delaware,  -.---.., 

Prawing  by  the  hammering  process. 
Allowance  for  water  privilege,  dam,  &c.    -  - 

Expense  of  overseeing  and  contingencies,  •  .  .  . 

The  whole  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron  manufactured  by  hammerio^  wlien 

the  pigs  are  imported  free  of  duty,  ;     -  -  -  -  940  00 

But,  when  manufactured  by  puddling  and  rolling,  the  coat  of  a  ton  of  iroa 
would  be  proportionably  less.  In  support  of  the  correctness  of  the  above 
conclusions^  your  memorialists  will  refer  to  the  testimony  in  relation  to  iroo^ 
given  before  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  January,  182S,  by  the  Hop.  Richard  Keese  and  the  Hon,  Joha 
A1[itchell,  both  members  of  the  House,  and  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jackson,  of  Mor- 
ris county,  New  Jersey.  The  two  former  gentlemen  having  stated  before 
the  committee  that  they  had  been  engj^iged  in  the  business  of  making  bar  or 
bloom  iron^  and  the  latter  that  im  was  then^  and  had  been  nearly  idH  hialifc^ 
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the  ftMooftictBre  of  iroD;  and  all  three  of  the  genttemen  declared 
ere  well  acquainted  with  the  iron  business.  The  statememts 
deduced  are  drawn  from  an  average  of  the  statements  of  all 
above  named  gentlemen,  and  can  be  verified  by  reference  to 
of  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and 
irder  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  dlst  Januarj', 
Mitchell,  it  will  be  found,  stated  175  bushels  of  coal  as  the  com- 
;e  for  making  and  drawing  a  ton  of  bar  iron  from  pigs;  Mir. 
Iiat  500  bushels  of  coal  is  the  usual  quantity,  and  Mr.  Jackso  n 
the  Average  quantity,  to  make  one  ton  of  barliron  from  the  on 3. 
g  these  three  several  statements,  it  will  be  seen  that  475  bushals 
le  average  cost  of  five  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel,  will  be  save  d 
ae  ton  oi  iron  from  imported  pigsw  It  will  thence  follow  tluat 
a  saving  of  upwards  of  fifty  dollars  per  ton  will  be  efi*eoted  by 
on  in  pigs,  aa  will  be  dearly  exhibited  by  the  following  state** 

imported^  cheaper  than  ore^  (as  stated  by  Mr. 

e  quantity  of  coal  rnqmred,  in  the  difference  be- 
omingand  refining  from  the  pig,  475  bushels,  at  five 
If  cents  per  bushel,  .... 
I  cost  of  drawing  between  the  same  two  processes 
water  carriage  to  New  York,  ... 

other  expenses,  as  it  can  be  made  in  or  so  near 
ts  in  which  tht;  sales  can  be  efiected, 
oeasoring  coal,  small  repairs  about  the  forge,  &c.  &c. 

laving  on  the  above  six  items,  if  the  pig  be  imported^  $S2  2B 
subtract  this  amount  from  what  Mr  Keese  assumed 
worth  of  a  ton  of  iron  in  the  city  of  New  York^  to 
ty  dollars,  the  remainder  will  show  the  price  al 
'  their  statement,  the  same  quantity  of  a  better  de- 
)f  iron  could,  by  the  refining  process,  be  produced 
»  and  yield  the  same  profit  to  the  manufacturer, 
he  difierence  between  $S2  26  and.S90,  namely,  37  74> 

a  ton  of  iron,  according  to  Mr.  Keese,  in  the  city  of    ' 
k,  (see  page  23,  Rep.)         -  .  .  .       $90  00 

observed  that  b^ween  this  statement,  the  elements  of  whicla 
rawn  from  the  testimony  of  Messrs.  Keese,  Mitchell,  and  Jack-^ 
i  which  your  memorialists  have  given,  there  is  a  difierence  oC 
r  memorialists'  estimate  of  the  whole  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron  madei 
ed  pigs  being  240^  As  the  above  gentlemen  all  spoke  of  thet 
s  being  a  losing  one,  this  diflljerence  of  ^2  26  per  ton  in  their 
afiford  them  a  handsome  profit,  without  including  other  deduc-« 
luld  be  made  from  their  estimates.  But  they  remarked  before* 
ee,  that  their  hands,  team,  work,  coa],'jS;e.,  were  paid  for  by^ 
D  produce  and  store ^oods,  which,  it  is  well  known,  arechargedl 
ber  rates  than  the  same  articles  when  obtained  elsewhere,  and 
^ver,  is  admitted  by  these  gentlemen,  in  their  evidence  givent 
9mmittee,  when  they  expressly  declared  that  in  this  way  their 
;re  made  up.  The  difference,  then,  between  the  rates  at  which 
I  of  ftore  goods  and  produce,  and  the  current  cash  prices  of  thei 
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fltme  articles,  uuquestionably  is  a  profit,  which  must  fafe  carried  to  the  credit  ^ 
of  iron,  and  not  to  that  of  goods  and  produce,  which  can  never  be  considet^    ^ 
ed,  in  any  correct  statement,  as  being  worth  more  than  the  common  mark^^- 
price.     It  may  be  further  said,  that,  even  according  to  their  own  views  ^ 
profit  and  loss,  however  erroneous  and  inadmissible,  as  their  "  establi^^^ 
menls"  furnish  a  good  market,  some  portion  at  least  of  the  remunerati^y^f^ 
should  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  *^  establishment"     The  re«ul*j^ 
here  deduced,  in  relatiop  to  the  manufacture  of  pig  iron  into  bar,  may  ^^^^Z 
applied  equally  to  blooms,  scraps^  loups,  or  other  iron  in  a  less  manufacturM^^ 
«tate  than  bar;  and  the  effect  of  the  free  importation  not  only  of  pigs,  but(# 
blooms,  scraps,  loups,  &c.,  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  American  iQdu»^ 
try,  as  the  same  articles  are  now  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware. 

Tenthly.  When  your  memorialists  compare  the  duties  on  iron  with -those  -^ 
^n  teas,  coffee,  and  salt,  which,  at  the  last  session  of  the  present  Congress,  it  -^^ 
was  deemed  expedient  to  reduce,  the  former  will  be  found  to  be  much  moie  -^=^ 
objectionable  than  the  latter.  Iron  in  the  bar  is  susceptible  of  having  add-  ^ 
ed  to  its  value  double  its  own  cost;  whilst  tea,  coffee,  and  salt,  are  all  im-  .^^ 
ported  in  the  precise  state  they  are  ultimately  consumed.  ^„^ 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  beg*leave  to  say,  that,  as  the  statements  __. 
in  their  former  petition  were  not  fully  comprehended  by  the  committee  ol 
Ae  Senate  to  whom  they  were  referred,  and  that  as  they  were,  and  are, 
anxious  to  make  themselves  clearly  understood,  they  must  be  excused  for   _^ 
taking  up  so  much  time  with  details  which  cannot  be  practically  known  bat  ^^ 
to  themselves;  and  which,  they  believe,  fully  warrant  the  relief  for  which 
they  now  earnestly  pray — namely,  I_^ 

First  That  all  the  existing  duties  on  pig  iron,  scraps,  boilerplates,  and 
all  other  iron  in  loups,  slabs,  blooms*,  or  any  other  state  less  manufactured 
than  bar  iron,  be  abolished  or  repealed,  and  the  importation  of  the  same  be 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

Secondly.  That  all  bar  iron,  manufactured  by  hammering,  be  admitted  ^ 
aubject  to  the  duty  of  April  27,  1816,  on  its  importation,  to  wit,  at  the  rate 
of  45  cents  per  cwt  "^ 

Thirdly.     That  all  descriptions  of  iron  manufactured  by  rolling,  including    "^ 
bar,  bolt,  rod,  sheet  and  hoop  of  every  size  and  quality,  be  admitted  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  not  exceeding  that  now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  hard-    "^ 
ware,  namely,  25  per  cent.  ^ 

Fourthly.  That  wire  of  iron  or  steel,  of  all  i^izes  and  numbers,  be  admit*  ^' 
ted,  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  the  manufactures  of  wire  are  now  on  their  - 
importation  subject  to,  namely  25  per  cent  ^ 

Fifthly.  That  the  duty  now  imposed  on  rail  road  iron,  when  punched  ia   ^ 
ihe  United  States,  be  remitted,  or  a  drawback  of  the  existing  duty  be  allow*   ^ 
ed  thereon,  on  all  sums  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  ' 

And,  lastly,  that  the  existing  duties  on  steel  be  abolished  or  repealed,  and    ^ 
"ihe  importation  of  the  same  admitted  free  of  duty.  ^ 

All,  then,  that  your  memorialists  ask  is,  that  the  existing  laws  shall  be  to 
modified  that  the  iron  which  is  now  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware  can    i 
be  imported  in  a  cruder  state,  and  thereby  give  equal  advantages  to  your    ^^ 
.memorialists  with  those  now  enjoyed  by  the  British  in  the  American  raar^ 
:ket. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Jaevuart  27,  1831. 


Retd,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hendricks  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

Tie  Committee  on  JRoads  and  Canals^  to  whom  were  r^erred  ntimt* 
mdy  eigned  memarialsy  asking  a  donation  qfland  for  the  construe^ 
tionq/  aroad  Jrom  Latorencebargj  by  way  of  Fort  Wayne,  to  the 
southern  bend  qfthe  St.  Josephs  qf  Lai»  Michigan,  rqwrt: 

That  they  hare  duly  considered  the  subject,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
djecii  in  view  are  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  demand  the  aid  of  the  General 
GoTemment,  and  more  especially  as  the  lands  on  the  line  of  the  road  chiefly 
belong  to  the  Vnited  States.  A  glance  at  the  map  of  the  country  will  show 
that  a  road  of  great  importance  must,  at  no  distant  day,  be  constnicted  in  that 

Ksaier,  to  unite  the  mineral  regions  of  the  Mississippi  with  the  State  of 
io  and  the  more  eastern  States,    ^he  growing  importance  of  the  mineral 
ouDtry  and  the  Territory  contemplated  west  of  the  lake,  has  designated 
bis  as  one  of  the  most  important  roads  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the 
Foion.     That  portion  of  it  west  of  Fort  Wayne  will  be  on  the  line  of  the 
eansst  possible  route  from  the  eastern  cities  to  the  lead  mines — a  route  which 
lost  be  trarelled  in  the  winter,  season,  in  preference  of  that  through  the 
}rthem  rivers  and  lakes.     This  route  has  already  attracted  the  attention  of 
one  portions  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  its  importance  must  become 
lore  and  more  apparent.     Its  advantages  over  any  other  route,  in  point  of 
istaace  from  any  given  point  east  of  the  Ohio  river,  is  great  and  obvious. 
From  LiSwrenceburg  to  FortWayne,  the  whole  distance  is  about  140  miles; 
ic  road  passes  throueh  the  valley  of  the  White  Water  60  or  70  miles — a 
igWy  callivated  and  fertile  country.     The  residue  is  very  thinly  settled, 
le  soil  being  of  an  inferior  quality.     It  is,  however,  a  country  which  has 
IvantasiKs  that  must  induce  settlement     This  road,  uniting  the  Ohio  river 
k1  the  vVhite  Water  with  the  high  lands  of  the  Wabash,  the  Maumee,  and 
e  ESkhart,  is  destined  to  be  one  of  great  utility.     The  country  just  named 
iU  always  be  engaged  in  a  busy  commerce  witjfi  the  Ohio  river. 
From  Fort  Wayne  to  the  southern  bend  of  the  St.  Joseph's,  80  miles, 
ence  to  Chicago,  90  miles,  the  lands,  with  the  exception  of  the  country 
Bmediately  around  Fort  Wayne,  are  not  yet  in  market.     In  the  Elkhart 
id  St  Joseph's  country,  there  is  already  a  numerous  population,  and  this 
ad  is  much  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  emigration.     The  route  baaVet^Xo- 
ire  been  hjr  way  of  Detroit  and  the  Chicago  road  froni  that  p\ace,  ot  \>7 
tter  through  the  atnuts  of  Mackinac^  the  lakes,  and  up  the  St-  Joseiptf  a. 


t 


The  committee  propose  to  crant  100  sections  of  land,  to  be  locate 
gal  subdivisions)  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  extending  t 
to  the  mines  on  the  Mississifq>i;  but  the  Territory  west  of  the  iSu 
being  formed^  and  the  lands  west  of  Chicago  not  prepared  for  mark 
not  proposed  to  go  beyond  the  Indiana  StAe  line  at  the  present  tim 

Through  districts  like  these,  where  the  Government  owns  th 
lands;  it  is  believed  that  no  disposition  of  a  small  portion  of  them 
dicious  can  be  made,  than  in  grants  for  the  construction  of  roa( 
country  is  thereby  opened  to  settlement  and  sale,  the  lands  are  inc 
value,  emigration  is  encouraged,  more  of  the  public  lands  become  ii 
property,  and  more  money  is  brought  into  the  public  treasury.  T 
ry  of  all  grants,  in  every  portion  of  the  country,  justifies  this  polic 
and  judicious,  advancing  alike  the  local  interest  and  that  of  the  Goi 
at  large.  Donations  thus  given  operate  in  favor  of  the  treasury,  a 
its  prejudice;  for  the  increased  vaiue  of  lands  contiguous  to  such  g 
more  tnan  compensate  for  the  grant  itself.  In  support  of  this  opii 
road  from  Sandusky  to  the  Miami  may  be  cited  as  authority;  t 

Cing  through  the  Black  Swamp,  a  district  of  country  almost  inat 
been  constructed  <<in  the  most  durable  manner"  by  the  proea 
sections  of  land^n  each  side  of,  and  contiguous  to,  the  r<Mui,  grant 
State  of  Ohio  by  act  of  I8dd,  and  leaving  a  considerable  surplus 
completion  of  the  work.  The  location  too  of  the  road  from  Detro 
cago,  it  is  believed,  will  also  sustain  this  opinion.  On  the  line  of  t 
although  no  appropriation  of  either  land  or  monev  was  previously 
the  construction  of  the  road,  yet  such  was  the  emct  of  Uie  location 
sales  of  public  lands,  that  individuals  followed  the  commissioners 
view  of  purchasing  the  lands  upon  the  line  as  soon  as  the  location  s 
certainly  known,  until  the  interference  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
ping  the  private  sales,  put  a  stop  to  the  speculation,  and  gave  at  pv 
to  the  Government  the  advantages  of  the  location. 

Valuable  information  has  b^n  received  from  an  intelligent  ge 

well  acquainted  with  the  country,  whose  letter  accompanies  this  re 

The  committee,  induced  by  the  foregoing  considerations^  report 


Wasbinoton,  March  17, 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  important  measure  of  a  road  from  Colu 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  thi^  way  of  fori  Wayne,  in  the  State  of  Ia< 
the  southern  bend  of  the  river  St  Joseph  of  lake  Michigan,  I  si 
following  summary  views,  prepnising  that  the  statements  as  to  dist 
in  round  number^,  but  will  not  vary  jGbut  from  accurate  admeasurem 

The  opening  of  this  road  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  conveniec 
emigrants,  who  are  now  so  rapidly  pouring  into  the  St.  Joseph 
from  the  middle  and  southern  States.  During  the  months  of  4 
gusty  and  September  last,  more  than  four  hundred  lamilies,  from 
and  the  Carolinas,  have  traversed  the  wilderness,  and  located  them 
the  Elkhart,  Pokagon,  and  other  fine  prairies  in  the  vicinity;  y 
emigrants  from  the  east  have  perhaps  been  equally  numerous,  thi 
hk99$  und  th^  Detroit  mi  Cbicago  road,    This  rapid  infiui;  of  p 


cemrily  continoe  for  some  time,  because  the  coun^T'  on  the  St. 
lod  its  tributary  streams,  embracing  a  district  of  about  one  hundred 
[ttare,  is  probably  the  richest  grain  country  in  the  world.  Its  beau- 
inl  variegation  of  timbered  land  and  prairie,  its  exuberant  fertility, 
healthful  climate,  and  ereat  advantages  for  commercial  business, 
to  render  the  opening  of  the  prpposed  road  a  measure  of  incalcu- 
lefit  to  the  people  of  the  west.  ^ 

winter  season,  when  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  north  are  froasen 
sroad  will  be  the  avenue  by  which  a  largp  proportion  of  travellers 
)  south  and  east  will  find  their  way  to  the  great  mining  region  of 
iwest,  situated  beyond  lake  Michigan^  and  between  the  Missis- 
lake  Superior. 

;  the  summer  of  1828,  I  ascended  and  descended  the  river  St  Jo- 
ral  times,  from  the  point  where  the  proposed  road  will  strike  it  to 
higan,  during  all  the  Taricius  stages  of  the  water.  The  property 
>m  the  lake  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  transported  up  the 
batteauxy  like  those 'generally  used  in  the  northwest  fur  trade, 
from  six  to  ten  tons.     The  water,  from  the  lake  to  a  tributary 

Marais  by  the  voj/ageursj  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles*  is  from 
I  feet  deep,  with  a  slow  current  Above  that  point,  as  far  as  the 
bend  at  least,  the  navigation  is  at  present  interrupted  by  frequent 
1  rapids,  which  may  be  removed  at  a  small  expense.  It  is  the 
f  gentlemen  who  understand  such  matters,  that  the  St.  Joseph 

be  rendered  navigable  for  steamboats  of  light  tonnage  for  a  dis- 
ibout  one  hundred  miles  from  the  lake,  following  Ihe  sinuosities  of 
n. 

r  of  tfie  different  routes  by  which  the  mining  country  is  accessible 
:>nce  show  the  importance  of  this  road.  There  are  now  tw6 
liTes;  the  one  by  the  way  of  St  Louis,  diverging  far  south,  and 
^troit  far  north,  of  a  direct  course.  A  middle  route,  therefore, 
id  now  proposed,  would  greatly  facilitate  the  intercourse  between 
17  and  the  States. 

oduce  of  lead  in  that  region  has  already  created  a  busy  commerce; 
^s  of  copper  which  have  recently  been  developed,  and  which  are 
to  be  inexhaustible,  will  reader  a  rapid  and  certain  intercourse 
ommercial  towns  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Mem,  as  well  as  to 
i  of  the  mining  district 

BuffiJo,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  starting  point,  and 
the  followine  distances,  the  passage  only  available  when  the  lakes 
are  free  of  ice. 

loffiJo  to  Detroit,  (lake  and  river  navigation)         -  -      300 

tkinac  (lake  and  river)  .,-.---  320 
en  Bay  (lake  and  river)    -  -  -  -  -      180 

i  Winnebago,  at  Portage  of  Ouisconsio  (thrbugh  fox  river  and 

ice  lakes) 200 

nearest  diggings  (by  land)  -  -  -  -        60 

1060 
Pittsburg  (Pa.)  for  the  starting  point,  there  is,  by  the  Detroit 

ttsburg  to  Erie  (by  land)  -  -  -  -       120 
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on  the  capitil  towns  €tf  Ohi«,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigprn,  will 
nte  at  Chicago,  on  the  great  route  to  the  mineral  country.  And  a 
the  map,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  population  and  business  of  the 
sections  of  that  country,  will  convince  any  one  that  the  proposed 
Columbus  and  Fort  Wayne  will  be.  the  thoroughfare  for  a  large 
)f  those  citizens  who  have  business  at  the  mines.  The  journeys  of 
de  of  the  mining  country  to  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
iay  in  their  annual  supplies,  will  be  made  generally  in  the  w!nter 
rhen  the  cold  has  suspended  their  operations.  At  this  time,  also^ 
the  lakes  and  rivers  locked  up  by  the  ice;  and  without  this  me- 
omunication,  they  are  cut  off  from  an  intercourse  which  is  of  the 
mportance  to  them,  or  compelled  to  encounter  all  the  difficulties 
lers  of  travelling  in  the  wilderness. 

I  the  General  Government  make  provision  for  a  road  in  the  direc- 
posed,  besides  the  great  convenience  afforded  to  individuals,  it 
I  amply  reimbursed  by  the  accelerated  sale  of  land,  through  an  ex- 
ind  valuable  country,  which  is  now  almost  exclusively  in  its  own 
n. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  REEH). 
nxiAJC  Hbhdricksi 
irman  Oamm.  on  Roads  and  Canals,  Senate  U.  S, 


(  . 
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;rOHN  J.  ASTOR  TO  HONORABLE  MR.  BENtON, 
H  TthUien  ia  blankets /or  the  Indian  trwie. 


Janttart  51^  1831. 
IjkA  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Dentm,  and  otdete^  to  be  printed. 


Nfiw  Yomk,  21th  January^  1831. 

Obae  ^ir:  t  hAte  received  the  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  write  mi^ 
tisder  date  the  20th  inst  covering  a  copy  of  a  bill  now  before  the  Ho*n.  thci 
Senate,  to  reduce  the  dotr  on  certain  articles  of  Indian  goods      You  request 
infonnation  as  to  some  oi  them,  viz:  the  sterling  cost,  weight,  &c.  &e.    The 
cost  varies  annually.     I  give  you  at  foot  the  price  we  expect  to  pdy  this  year, 
ISd  which  is  something  more  than  last  year,  but  not  so  high  as  the  average 
price  for  several  years  back.  •  I  give  you,  also,  the  exact  weight  of  what  we 
inport;  the  whole  quantity  imported,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  am  not  able  to 
fire  you.    With  respect  to  the  prospect  of  these  being  manufactured  in  this 
country,  I  can  only  state  that  the  American   Fur  Company  have  made  ap- 
plication to  the  principal  manu&cturers  in  this  country  to  obtain  them,  with- 
out success,  there  being  a  want  of  the  kind  of  wool  of  which  they  are  manu- 
^etared.     Blankets  of  superior  quality,  and,  perhaps,  equally  cheap  in  pro- 
porikm  to  the  quality,  can  be  manufactured  in  this  country,  but  the  price  of 
them  is  such  as  the  Indians  cannot  aftord  to  pay.     There  is  one  manufactory 
liii  this  State,  the  proprietors  of  which  have  agreed  to  make  an  experiment^ 
and  to  furnish  the  American  Fur  Company  a  small  quantity  at  an  advanced 
nriee  over  what  the  article  can  be  imported  for;  and  the  company,  to  give 
encouragement  to  our  own  manufactories,  have  agreed  to  take  what  they  were 
wUling  to  engage  to  deliver;  but  the  quantity  is  but  small. 

As  to  strouds,  they  cannot  be  made  here:  the  raw  material  is  of  very  infe- 
rior quality,  and  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  United  States,  the  duty  thereon  be* 
iDC  too  high.  Scarlet  cloth  is  a  Very  necessary  article  for  the  Indian  trade, 
though  the  quantity  wanted  for  that  purpose  is  notmuch«  Under  the  pres<'nt 
nit  of  duty  the  Indians  cannot  afford  to  buy  it,  and  it  exposes  the  Americau 
Inder  very  much  near  the  line  of  the  British  traders,  who  can  afford,  by  this*- 

Bieans,  to  undersell  us. 

With  respect  to  facilities  for  smuggling  on  Our  northern  line  on  the  St^ 
Lawrence,  west,  they  are  undoubtedly  verjr  great  Mr.  Crooks,  Who  will 
have  ^  honor  to  deliver  you  this,  can  give  you  i^l  infontiation  on  Indian 

trade 
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^ 


I  presume,  from  die  shortness  of  the  present  sessioDi  nothing  will  be  doM 
in  the  matter  in  questiony  but  I  trust  next  year  you  will  carry  the  bill  into 
operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
.  MO0I  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR. 
The  Hon.  Col.  JBentok, 

U.  S.  Setuiiey  Washing  fan. 

P.  S.  I  find  Mr;  Crooks  is  not  going;  I  have  added  the  weight  (of  th^ 
blankets)  on  the  paper  enclosed. 


/'     * 
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•XLATUTA    TO 

BLANKETS  FOR  THE  INDIAN  TRADE; 

fuestiona  to,  and  answers  hy^  Adam  Z>.  Steuartj  collector  qftht 

port  qf  Mackinaw. 


Febrttart  3, 1831. 

Liid  ta  tiM  ttbk  by  Mr.  Bitrov,  tnd  ofdcred  to  be  printed. 


(K«rie»  to  Adam  D.  Steuart,  Esq.  collector  qf  the  port  qf  Mackinaw, 
put  by  the  Senate^s  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  January,  1831. 

1.    How  long  have  you  been  collector  of  the  port  at  Mackinaw? 
Ads.     Thirteen  years. 

%.     Are  Indian  blankets,  strouds,  scarlet  cloths,  swanskins,  and  moltons, 
iflforted  into  the  United  States  through  that  port? 
Ans.     They  are  not 

3.     Are  they  smuggled  in,  and,  if  so,  upon  what  extent  of  frontier? 
Ans.     They  are  not  smuggled  in,  but  are  introduced  by  the  Indians,  who, 
ky  the  existing  laws  of  the  united  States,  are  privileged  to  import  foreign 
erchandise,  K)r  their  own  use,  free  of  duty. 

4.  Do  the  Indians  of  the  United  States  cross  the  frontier  to  get  these  ^ 
ods  from  the  British,  and,  if  so,  how  many  miles  do  these  Indians  travel, 

going  and  returning? 

Ans.  They  do:  a  large  proportion  of  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi 
Wve,  since  the  peace  of  1815,  been  in  the  habit,  annually,  of  visiting  Am- 
keratburg  and  Drummond's  island,  in  Upper  Canada,  for  this  purpose;  and 
to  some  of  these  tribes,  the  distance  in  going  and  returning  is  twelve  hun- 
dred miles. 

5.  Do  the  white  people  of  the  United  States  use  these  goods? 

Ans.     They  do,  generally,  upon  the  northern  frontier,  and  perhaps  else-' 
vrhere. 

6.  Are  any  of  these  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States? 

Ans.     I  beUeve  not;  the  coarse  wool  of  which  they  are  made  not  being 
produced  in  the  country. 

7.  At  what  points  are  they  principally  imported  by  American  m  er- 
chants? 

Ans.     At  the  ports  of  New  York  and  Boston. 

8.  At  what  points  are  they  chiefly  brought  into  America  by  British  mer^ 
diants,  and  upon  what  lines  do  they  travel  to  reach  our  frontier? 
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Ad9.  They  a!«  imported  by  the  BritUh  chiefly  at  Montreal,  Hudson's 
bay,  and  the  Columbia  river,  and  are  thence  forwarded,  in  boats  and  canoes, 
up  the  Ottawa,  Severn,  Nelson,  and  Churchijl  rivers,  to  the  Hudson's  bay 
trMng  posts,  situated  along  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States, 
from  lake  Huron,  westward,  to  the  Columbia  river. 

9     Is  the  manufactory  of  these  goods  general  in  England? 

Ans.  I  bave  no  personal  knowledge  on  this  point,  but  have  been  in- 
formed that  it  is  not  general,  but  that  they  are  made  to  the  order  of  mer- 
chants or  others  requiring  them. 

ADAM  D.  STEUART. 

January  2^^  1831. 

f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  answers  to  the  queries  proposed 
to  me  by  the  Hon.  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Indian  Aflairs,  and  have, 
for  greater  convenience,  arranged  my  answers  in  immediate  connexion 
with  the  questions  to  which  they  refer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
ADAM  D.  STEUART. 
The  Hon.  Thoscas  H.  Benton,  ^ 

United  States^  Senate. 


^dSksHan. 
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Dl  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

FSBBVAUT  4,  1831. 


aid  cvdcred  to  be  printed*. 


Mr.  McKiKLiT  made  the  followiDg 

REPORTt 

Tke  CcmmiUte  on  the  Judiciary j  to  which  toas  referred  the  ^^  joint  reai^^ 
htion  relative  to  the  pay  qf  members  qf  Congresa^^^  from  the  House  o/ 
BqfreaenioHne^  have  had  the  same  under  cvnsiderationf  and  beg  leave 
t^  report: 

That  tfie  reaolutioo  does  not  appear  to  be  designed  to  regulate  the  compen* 
Ution  of  members  of  Congress,  but  to  create  such  penalties  for  neglect  of  du- 
ij  as  will  insare  their  attendance  in  the  respective  Houses,  and  to  compel 
in  amendment  of  the  rules.  <tf  oich  House  so  as  to  eflfect  this  object.  All 
legialatWe  powers  granted  by  the  constitution  are  <<  vested  in  a  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa* 
ives;''  and  each  House  is  separately  clothed  with  ample  power  to  preserve 
Its  dignkj  and  integrity,  and  to  regulate  its  own  conduct 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  constitution,  it  is  declared  that  <<  each  House 
iiaU  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  qf  its  own 
nembers,  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business; 
lut  a  smaller  numl)er  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  suthorized 
D  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under 
Dch  penalties  as  eacA  House  may  provide.''  Thus  is  the  power  of  compel* 
Log  the  attendance  of  absent  members  conferred  separately  and  exclusively 
II  each  HousCf  and  ought  not,  as  we  believe,  to  be  exercised  jointly  by  both. 
for  is  it  believed  to  be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  joint  power  of  the  two 
lottsea  to  make  or  amend  the  rules,  by  which  this  object  is  to  be  attained;  . 
Qcauae,  in  the  same  section  of  the  constitution,  power  is  given  to  each 
House  ^  to  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings,  punish  its  members 
vr  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a 
lember." 

Whenever,  therefore,  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  either  House  to  ex« 
rt  the  extraordinary  power  proposed  in  the  resolution,  it  is  under  no  neces- 
ity  for  resortinc  to  the  other  for  aid  to  carry  it  into  eflTect.  And  it  is  pro- 
er  that  it  riiowd  be  so;  for  it  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  one  House 
>  exercise  this  power,  when  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  in-  the  other.  The 
ommitiee  not  being  informed  of  any  necessity  for  its  exercise  by  the  Se- 
ite  at  present,  ana  believing  that  when  that  necessity  shall  arise,  it  ought 
lit  to  be  exercised  jointly  with  the  other  Housci  recommend  that  the  re^^- 
Am  be  rejected. 
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flre  established  for  other  purposes,  the  Department  has  generally  found  it 
convenient  to  contract  with  the  managers  of  them  ibr  the  support  of  sick 
seamen;  thus  contributing,  in  some  decree,  to  the  maintenance  of  such  es- 
tablishment But  it  is  found  by  experience  not  to  be  consistent  with  econo- 
my to  employ  any  part  of  the  fond  in  erecting  batldings,  &el  for  hoepitals; 
nor  does  the  state  of  the  fund  admit  of  such  expenditure. 

Provision  has  been  made  at  St  Louis  for  the  support  of  sick  seamen;  and 
it  would  willingly  be  extended  to  other  suitable  positions  on  the  Mississippi 
and  Ohio,  if  persons  could  be  found  to  take  charge  of  them  at  the  regulated 
prices  of  the  Department  No  application  having  been  made  for  such  relief 
at  Caledoniai  I  have  no  information  on  the  subject,  except  what  is  cdotained  f 
in  the  memorials 

I  would  further  beg  le^ve  to  observe,  that  the  reason  why  private  con- 
tracts for^he  support  of  the  sick  are  more  economical  than  public  institu- 
tions, is,  that  the  officers  of  the  latter  must  be  oonstantly  supported,  whether 
there  be  many  or  few  patients  in  the  hospital,  and  which,  with  the  expense 
of  their  salaries,  repairs  of  -building,  and  furniture,  waste,  &c. ,  which  it  is 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  restrain  at  distant  points  by  any  measures  at 
the  command  of  the  Treasury  Department,  render  private  contracts  alto* 
gether  the  cheapest,  and,  so  far  as  me  Department  is  informed,  not  less  ac* 
ceptable  mode  to  the  sick,  than  that  obtained  in  most  public  institutions. 

1  return  the  papers receivedwith  your  note,  and  remain,  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  I 

Secretary  qfthe  Treasury. 

Hon.  L.  WoODBlTRT, 

Chairman  Cat^mitiee  on  9ommercep  Senate. 


Session. 


MEnieKIAL 

ov 

THE  INHABITANTS  OF  MILFORD,  DELAWARE, 

fmg  thai  an  tgfpropriaiion  be  made  Jbr  improving  Mi^illion 

Creek  navigation^  Spc. 


FSBBUABT  7,  1831. 
Mekaaetd  to  tlie  Committee  on  Commcree»  mod  ordered  to  be  printed. 


he  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  qf  Jlmeriea  in  Congress  assembled: 

nnderngped,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Milford,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 

and  State  of  Delaware, 

BX8PSCTYULLT  UPESSBKT 

b  your  hononhle  bodies,  that  the  late  northeast  storm,  which  com- 
eed  on  the  14th  of  this  instant,  and  continued  until  the  16th  of  the  same, 
brmed  a  sand  bar  across  the  mouth  of  Mispillion  creek,  and  running  out 
sfirom  into  the  Delaware  bay  for  one  half  of  a  mile,  thereby  so  obstruct- 
the  narigation  of  the  said  creek  as  to  render  it  no  longer  navigable  for 
resoels  heretofore  trading  irom  the  said  town,  and  leaving  nearly  all  the 
ds  belonj^ng  to  our  citizens  in  a  state  of  complete  blockade, 
be  undersigned  represent  to  your  honorable  oodies  that  this  town  con- 
of  two  hundred  houses,  and,  including  South  Milford,  an  integral  part  of 
trading  citizens,  a  population  of  upwards  of  twelve  hundred;  that  it  com*- 
ds  the  trade  of  the  country  back  little  less  than  thirty  miles;  that  twenty- 
t  schooners  and  sloops,  of  from  forty  to  eighty  tons'  burden  each,  have 
tofore,  and  during  the  last  year,  been  regularly  trading  from  this  town  to 
f  York,  New  Jersey,  Brand3rwine,  and  Philadelphia,  beside  many  tran- 
t  vessels,  which  occasionally  load  here  with  the  products  of  our  country; 
the  tonnage  under  regular  employ  amoimts  to  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
tons,  transporting  annually  forty  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
of  country  productions,  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
eof  in  vessels  belonging  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  six  thousand  one 
Ired  and  fifty-six  in  vessels  belonging  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
remainder  in  vessels  belonging  to  our  citizens,  consisting  of,  and  fairly 
puted  to  one  hundred  and  ten  Uiousand  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  forty-five 
sand  buriiels  of  wheat  and  rye,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty' 
s  of  tan  bark,  nine  hundred  iiogriieads  of  quercitron  bark>  titt^  Xatl'^ 
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of  tanned  leather,  three  thouaand  fire  hundred  tona  of  iron  ore,  and  the 
maining  balance  in  ship  timber,  staves,  cordwoed,  &c.  Your  petitioners  fur- 
ther represent,  that  large  quantities  of  the  produce  of  our  country  now  lays  in 
store,  and  on  the  landings  of  our  creek,  without  the  possibility  of  its  convey- 
ance to  market;  and  that,  undef  Ae  eirijtihg  statte  of  our  navigation,  our  town 
is  threatened  with  general  ruin,and  the  adjacent  country  with  incalculable  loss. 
We  beg  leave  furUier  to  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  our  citi- 
zens are  in  but  medium  pecuniary  circumstances,  and  that  our  deficiency  in 
capital  renders  it  totally  impracticable  for  us  td  intur  th6  cost  of  removiog 
the  aforesaid  obstacle  which  now  impedes  our  commerce. 

We  further  represent,  thatMispillion  creek  has  heretofore  afibrded  a  cob- 
venient  and  safe  harbor  for  coasting  vessels  from  the  perilous  storm,  and,  to 
the  vessels  employed  in  the  transportation  ot  stone  from  the  quarries  on  the 
Delaware  to  the  Delaware  breakwater^,  a  haven  of  continual  resort,  which 
DOW  can  no  longer  afford  them  relief. 

Your  petitioners  then  respectfully  call  yo^r  attention  to  the  suffering  in- 
terests of  this  community,  and,  as  the  promoters  of  commerce  and  guardians 
of  the  public  weal  of  this  great  nation,  soltoit  your  honorable  bodies  to  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  be  by  law  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  Mispillion  creek,  under  such 
regulations  as,  in  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  bodiei»,  may  be  deemed  most 
expedient  for  the  immediate  and  prompt  advancement  of  the  work. 

MiLFORD,  Deu^  January  31, 1831. 
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COMMISSIONED  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFPICfi, 
MdmMm  io  crtaHng  the  office  qf  Surveyor  general  ^  LouiaimnOj  ^(T 


FKBrnuAKT  8,  1831. 

IM  Oft  tlM  table  by  Mv.  BLtn^  andmderedtobt  prisM. 


Genehaj.  Land  OfficjT^ 

7/A  Febrf»miff  lS$t. 

Snif  Tour  letter  of  the  3d  instaAt  Was  duly  i-eceiVed,  requiring  ray 
opinion  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of  detaching  from  the  surveying  de- 
^utment  ' '  south  of  Tennessee''  the  lands  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
creating  the  office  of  Surveyor  Oeneral  of  Louisiana,  and  requesting  informa- 
tion whether  the  creation  of  such  office  woirfd  add  to  the  expenses  of  thiif 
department,  and,  als^^  whether  it  wodld  facilitate  the  settling  and  quieting 
•f  land  ciinms  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi^ 

In  reply  to  those  several  points,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  committee 
Aat  the  cveation  of  the  oftee  of  Surveyor  Creneral  of  Louisiana  is  a  m^isure 
which  ie  cslled  for  by  every  consideration  of  propriety  and  expediency. 

The  oflSce  of  ^  Sorveyor  south  of  Tennessee"  has  become  involved  in  sucb 
implication  under  the  existing  system,  and  duties  and  responsibilities  have^ 
become  so  divided  beti)^een  the  Surveyor  south  of  Tennessee  and  his  three 
principal  deputies,  that,  with  the  confusion  and  loss  of  experience  resulting 
from  the  numerous  changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  seven 
years  in  all  those  offi«es^  I  am  of  the  decided  opt nftm  that  the  Surveyor's  office 
loath  of  Tennessee  is  now  in  such  a  state  that,  if  a  remedy  be  net  Sj^eedily 
ipplied,  the  con&ision  will  become  inexpIfcaUe,  and  cause  great  injury  to 
the  citizens  both  of  Missismppt  and  Loufisiana.  The  only  Veinedy  is  to  re- 
argpniae  and  shnplify  the  whole  system  by  the  abolition  of  the  offices  of^ 
prioeipal  deputy  Surveyors,  mdf  the  creation  of  a  sepaTtite  and  distinct  sur- 
veyorship,  to  take  jurisdiction  ot^er  the  surveys  in  ~ 


The  a^lition  of  Ike  offiees  of  three  principal  depu^  Surveyors  will 
aive  81,500  a  year  in  salaries;  and  the  abolition  of  the  fees  for  examining: 
and  recorifiDg  surreys  will  prove  a  savfng  equal,  at  leas^  to  the  amount  of 
idaries  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  draughtsmen  and  clerks  in  the  office 
ef  the  Surveyor  Greneral  of  Louisiana. 

The  expenses  of  this  office  would  not  be  increased  by  this  measure^  which,' 
to  the  contrary,  would  affi>rd  most  essential  aid  and  facilities  to  th\i  officAf 
Ijr  the  g(reat  improvewent  It  would  mirot^o  in  the  execution  of  lYie  ^va^ 
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ana  surveys,  and  the  numerous  impediments  which  it  would  remove  to  tht  -. 
performance  of  the  duties  which  would  then  remain  to  the  Sunreyor  nuth ; 
of  Tennessee. 

I  would  further  state,  that  the  salutary  effects  of  the  proposed  neworpni-: 
sationofthe  surveying  depei*tmeik  l^ould  l>e  felt  throughout  the  State  at 
Louisiana,  and  at  the  same  time  be  of  great  benefit  to  Mississippi,  even  if 
the  operation  of  the  law  were  reflltHctra  to  a  period  of  five  years.  Time  hit 
not  admitted  of  fur^iishing  the  committee  ^i|th  a  mass  of  proofs  which  might 
be  cotfected  in  reference  t6  this  subject,  :ind  which  would  demonstrate  the 
evils  of  the  existing  system.  I  have,  however,  deemed  it  proper  to  submit 
hei^with  a  letter  fi*om  the  Regiiiter  of  the  land  oMce  ^  Opetoiiftas,  Loimi- 
ana,  dated  23d  December  last,  in  reference  ta  some  of  the  evils  which  hivt 
grown  out  of  the  existing  system^^atuly  with  this  communication,  I  \An 
taken  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  bill  containing  those  provi- 
sions which  the  experience  of  this  officer  indicates  to  be  the  only  legislative 
remedies  that  are-  likely  to  prove  effectuaL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be> 

With  great  respect, 

Yom*  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
Heki.  'PvwhAtak  Ellis, 

Public  Land  CommUteey  Senate  U.  & 
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1st  Coiroisss,  faa 

%dSe9ium.  «-  •^ 


WEPORT 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL^ 


^ih  tmnpKane^  with  a  ruoluHan  qf  the  Senate^  shmoing  the  pa$i&gen^ 
tamed  ai  the  office  in  ffaahington  Cityf&r  two  yearsy  turning  on  the 


May  20,  1830.^Reid. 
PAiHMry  1, 1831— Ofdered  to  be  printed. 


Post  Ojp#icii  DsFAXrHiiirty 

19M  May^  1850. 

Sn:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  tof  the  ISth  instant,  I  have 
Ifae  honor  tcK  state,  that  the  amount  which  has  been  received  by  this  Depart- 
inent  from  the  post  office  of  Washington  city,  on  account  of  postages,  for 
the  year  commencing  the  Ist  of  May,  1829,  is  six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fourteen  doUars  and  thirteen  cents;  and  that  the  amount  receired  from 
the  same  office  for  the  corresponding  period  immediately  preceding  the  Ist 
of  May,  1889,  is  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three  doUars  twenty-fivo 
centSb 

To -show  <<  the  comparative  increase  or  decline'^  of  the  proceeds  of  that 
irfke  tluring  the  respective  periods  designated  by  the  resolution,  I  have  the 
honor  to  suhmit  the  accompanying  statement,  which  exhibits  an  increase  in 
frvor  of  the  year  terminating  the  1st  of  May,  1830,  of  five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents. 

I  am,  ^r,  with  high  respect. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRYj 
Hon.  JoHv  C.  CALHoxm, 

Prteident  qf  the  Senate  qf  the  United  ^mtee^ 
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MEMOIUA 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  C 


D/ike  American  Board  of  Chmnmrioners  fyr  FbMignMwriw9  ^/  Md$^ 
9ueAuseiiSf  praj^ng  that  mil  treaty  stipuiations  wWiihelndiafu  with" 
m  thM  Uniitd  Statu  may  be/a%t\fuUy  dbservedf  4t?. 


Febevart  9,  1831. 
To  lie  on  the  Ubie,  tnd  be  printed. 


ro  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jiepresentatives  qf  the  United  ittates  in 

Congress  assembled:  ' 

rhe  manorial  of  the  Prudentitl  Coimntttee  of  the  Ameriean  Board   of 
(kioimianoiien  for  Foreign  Miaaions^  huaUy  and  reapeclfidly  repreaents: 

.  Thskt,  at  the  late  annual  meetiDg  of  said  board,  which  waa  held  in  the 
month  of  October  last,  the  mcmorialista  were  directed  <<  to  prepare  and  pro- 
lent  to  both  Houaea  of  Cengreas  a  memorial,  carneatly  and  respectfully  ex- 
preaaing  the  views  and  sentiments  of  the  board  on  the  subject  of  die  pro- 
[x>aed  removal  of  the  Indians  residing  in  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama, 
ind  Mississippi,  to  a  region  beyond  the  river  Mississippi,  in  reference  to 
the  benevolent  plans  of  extending  to  those  Indians  the  blessings  of  civiliza- 
tion and  religious  instruction.  '^ 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  thus  assigned  themi  the  memorialists  respect- 
fally  approach  the  National  Legislature,  and  offer  the  following  statements 
md  reasonings. 

Before  enierin£»  however,  upon  the  great  subject  of  this  memorial,  it 
leems  due  to  tlie  honorable  bodies  addressed,  and  to  the  memori^ists  them- 
selves, to  state  why  the  board  deemf  itself  called  upon,  in  its  associated  ca* 
^city,  to  address  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  Indian  nations. 

The  obiect  for  which  the  board  was  formed,  and  which  it  has  invariably 
Lept  in  view,  is  purely  oFa  philanthropic  an<i  religious  nature,  it  being  no 
stber  than  the  diffusion  of  Chriatianity,  with  civilization  in  its  train,  among 
leathen  nations,  wherever  accessible,  without  distinction  of  country,  climate 
»r  nation.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  tfa^  board  sought  access  to  ther 
outh western  tribes  of  Indiana  in  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  possible  af- 
er  the  termination  of  the  last  war.  The  Rev.  Cyrus  Kingsbury,  an  agent 
nd  missionary  of  the  board,  while  proceeding  to  the  Cherokee  nation  in  the 
ear  1810,  had  various  interviews  with  the  members'of  the  Goverrtment, 
nd  particularly  with  Mr.  Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject 
f  the  civilization  of  the  above  mentioned  tribes.    As  the  result  oC\hft^t^  va^ 
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terviewsy  it  was  strpulated  by  the  GoverDment  that  two-thirds  of  the  neee^ 
sary  expense  of  erecting  the  first  buildings  for  the  commencement  of  scKoobj 
for  Indian  children,  should  be  defrayed  from  the  treasury  of  the  United) 
States.  - 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  buildings  were  erected  in 
Cherokee  nation  the  next  year,  in  the  Choctaw  nation  one  year  later,  tntf 
among  the  Cherokees  of  the  Arkansas  in  18120.  At  these  places,  the  cod-^ 
templated  schools  were  commenced  as  soon  as  possible,  and  have  been  con-j 
tinued  ever  since. 

About  the  period  last  mentioned,  a  law  of  Congress  took  effect,  by  which 
{010,000  annually  were  appropriated  to  the  civilization  of  the  Indians.  Thiil 
sum  was  apportioned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  among  the. different  benevo- 
lent societies  by  which  schools  for  Indian  children  had  been  instituted. 
The  establishments  of  the  board  being  more  numerous  and  more  expensive 
than  those  of  any  other  society,  the  aggregate  of  the  sums  assigned  to  schools 
under  its  care  was  considerable.  In  some  years  it  was  nearly  #5,000.  For 
the  year  preceding  October  1,  1830,  it  was  J04,25O,  and  for  the  current 
year  it  is  91,690. 

This  allowance  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  mission- 
ary schools  under  the  care  of  the  board  has  always  been  gratefully  received 
and  faithfully  expended.     It  is  not  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the  ex- 

Knditure  of  money  for  the  Government,  in  promoting  the  civilization  of  the 
dians,  is  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  personal  favor  conferred  on  the 
directors  ot  the  societies,  or  the  missionaries  and  teachers  by  whose  care 
and  assiduity  it  is  applied;  for,  as  a  general  thing,  every  additional  expense 
creates  additional  labor  and  responsibility.  But,  as  an  expression  of  benevo- 
lence on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  towards  the  In- 
dians, it  was  gladly  received,  and  cheerfully  applied  to  their  benefit. 

An  erroneous  impression  has  gone  abroad  to  this  effect — ^that  the  mission- 
ary establishments  among  the  Indians  originated  solely  in  the  liberality  of 
the  Government;  that  they  were  sustained  almost  entirely  by  the  same  libe- 
rality; and  that  the  missionaries  and  teachers  had  been  enabled,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  what  they  received  froih  the  national  treasury,  to  make  for  them- 
selves very  comfortable  and  even  desirable  residences.  The  fact  is,  however, 
that  the  missions  to  the  Indians  were  planted  and  undertaken  before  any 
provision  was  made  by  the  Government  on  the  subject,  and  without  any  ex- 
pectation that  the  Government  would  make  them  the  channels  of  its  benevo- 
lept  aid  in  the  work  of  civilization;  that  there  has  never  been  a  year,  in 
which  the  board  did  not  spend  four  times  as  much  from  its  own  treasury,  as 
was  advanced  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  schools  under 
its  care;  that,  during  the  year  preceding  last  October,  less  than  one  eighth 
part  as  much  was  paid  by  the  United  States  for  schools  under  the  care  of  the 
poard,  as  was  paid  from  its  own  treasury,  (the  donations  of  individuals,)  for 
the  christianization  and  civilization  of  the  North  American  Indians.  The 
proportion  paid  by  Government  the  current  year  is  smaller  still.  It  is  due 
to  those  excellent  men  and  women  who  have  volunteered  their  services  for 
the  instruction  of  the  Indians,  and  especially  to  those  prominent  individuals 
among  them  whose  names  have  freiquently  appeared  in  public  documents, 
to  add,  that  the  supposition  that  they  engaged  in  their  self-denying  employ- 
ment from  motives  of  personal  ease  and  comfort  is  altogether  destitute  of 
probaVility,  and  has  not  the  shadow  of  proof  to  justify  it, 
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e  are  now  in  the  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  and  Choctaw  nations^east  of 
isiasippiy  and  amoDg  the  Cherokeea  of  the  Arkansas,  fifteen  regular 
iries,  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  under  the  direction  of  the  board, 
teachers  of  children  and  youth,  with  several  farmers  and  mechanics; 

in  the  whole,  ninety-two  adult  laborers  of  both  sexes,  engaged 
de&nite  time,  without  any  compensation  except  food  and  clothing  dur- 
r  stay,  in  the  arduous  and  exhausting  work  of  instructing  the  igno- 
d   reclaiming  the  uncivilized.     The  number  has  sometimes  been 

and  the  average  has  hardly  been  less  during  the  last  ten  years, 
le  beginning  of  these  operations,  fourteen  missionaries  and  assistants 
id,  and  more  than  that  number  have  left  the  field  of  labor  with  con^ 
IS  so  impaired  that  they  were  not  capable  of  sustaining  any  service. 
e  board  needed  correct  information  in  regard  to  the  character  and 
in  of  the  Indians,  and  the  effect  of  labors  for  their  benefit,  the  most 
Ible  ofiScers  •f  the  institution  have  made  no  fewer  than  six  journeys 
sction  and  examination  of  these  missions.  The  first  corresponding 
y  of  the  board,  a  man  of  powerful  talents  and  great  benevolence, 
long  the  Cherokees,  after  having  passed  through  the  Choctaw  nation, 
of  these  exploring  Journeys.  In  the  course  oi  the  other  visits  of  this 
le  various  stations  were  inspected,  the  fullest  accounts  received,  and 
nformation  sought  which  could  enable  the  board  to  carry  forward 
"k  with  intelligence  and  discretion. 

memorialists  mention  these  fact^  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  al- 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  board  is  transacted  at  a  distance  from  the 
these  missions,  yet  the  real  state  of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  operations 
id  for  their  good,  may  be  much  better  known  by  the  directors  than  it  is 
idreds  of  respectable  men  who  live  within  twenty  miles  of  the  Indian 
iry.  This  will  be  still  more  apparent  when  it  b  considered  that  a 
lai  correspondence  is  necessarily  in  progress  between  the  missionaries 
iir  directors,  so  that  scarcely  a  week  has  elapsed,  for  the  last  thirteen 
in  which  letters  were  not  received  directly  from  the  Indian  country, 
I  by  men  of  unquestionable  veracity,  who  had  no  interest  in  deceiv* 

as  probably  for  these  reasons  that  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Indian 
»  a8  it  is  termed,  acting  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  present 
Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  correspond- 
:retary  of  the  board,  in  the  month  of  June,  1829,  requesting  his  opi- 
1  thesul^ect  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  This  fact,  if  none  of  the 
log,  will  exonerate  the  memorialists  from  the  charge  of  improperly 
ring  with  a  subject  which  is,  in  the  view  of  the  memorialists,  not 
political,  but  eminently  of  a  philanthropic  and  moral  character, 
des,  when  the  first  missions  were  established  among  the  Cherokees, 
f  that  tribe  were  extremely  distrustful  of  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
jnt  and  people  of  the  United  States.  They  feared  that  their  land 
one  day  be  taken  from  them  without  their  consent  On  all  public 
OS,  the  agent  of  the  United  SUtes  took  the  pains  to  assure  the  In- 
hat  their  fears  were  groundless;  that  the  United  States  were  bound 
ty  not  to  Uke  their  land  without  their  consent,  nor  to  permit  any  in- 
upoo  their  land.  The  missionaries  felt  bound  by  the  nature  of  their 
ton  with  the  Government,  and  by  the  common  principles  of  humani- 
epeat  the  same  assurances,  and  to  say  that  the  Government  and  peo- 
heUnited  States  would  always  fulfil  their  engagements  wtlilivd\ai|j^ 
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that  the  meaning  of  the  treattew  was  clearlr  understood  by  bo  A  parties,  and 
would  never  be  disregarded  by  the  General  Governinent. 

The  memorialists,  therefore,  feel  bound,  speaking  in  the  name  and  behalf* 
of  the   board,  to  address  Congress  in  their  associated  capacity,  not    only 
from  a  regard  to  the  wants  and  sufferings  of  the  Indians,  but,  alBO,  from  are-^i-c 
gard  to  the  character  and  consistency  of  missionaries  and  agents,  who  havf  ^' 
been   jnstrusted  by  the  Government  with  the  expenditure  of  the  civilization' 
fund,  as  well  as  from  respect  for  the  Government,  with  the  administratcMPi 
of  which  the  memoraKsts  have  had  correspondence  for  the  last  thirteen^ 
years. 

_  After  these  statements  and  explanations,  which  seem  to  the  mcmorialisb 
proper  and  necessary,  they  proceed  to  assign  reasons,  why,  as  they  arc  con- 
strained to  think,  it  does  not  comport  with  the  honor  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, nor  with  the  accomplishment  of  **  the  benevolent  plans  of  extend- 
ing to  those  Indians  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Ghristinn  instruction," 
to  remove  ihem  from  the  land  of  their  fathers  against  their  will. 

It  appears  to  the  memorialists  that  "  the  only  way  of  obtaining  the  free 
consent  of  the  Indians,  in  their  present  circumstance^^,  to  a  removal,^ 
is  to  place  fair  arguments  and  suitable  inducements  before  them,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  accept  of  proposals 
made  in  reference  to  their  removal,  or  to  decline  such  proposals;  and  that, 
in  case  of  their  declining,  they  are  to  be  protected  in  their  rights,  as  secured 
by  treaty  and  by  existing  lawii  of  the  United  States.  The  memorialists  are 
not  about  to  enter  .upon  any  legal  or  constitutional  argument  with  reference  to 
the  rights  of  the  Indians,  nor  to  dwell  upon  the  imperious  obligation  of  pre- 
serving tke  faith  of  the  nation  inviolate.  Leaving  these  topics  for  sueh  me- 
morialists as  think  it  their  duty  to  address  Congress  in  their  individual  ca^ 
pacity,  we  proceed  to  state  our  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  inevitabk 
misery   which  will  be  brought  upon  the  Indians  by  their  removal. 

It  was  last  year  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  south'westem 
tribes,  whose  speedy  removal  is  contemplated,  contain  75,000  souls.  If  all 
this  number  are  to  be  precipitated  into  a  new  residence  within  two  or  three 
years,  there  seems  no  rational  of  concluding  that  the  mass  of  the  people  will 
not  be  plunged  into  the  greatest  distress.  The  memorialists  are  aware  that 
appropriations  are  made  by  law  for  providing  sustenance  for  the  emigrants 
during  their  journey,  and   for  a  year  after  their  arrival.     All  preceding  ex- 

Eeriments,  however,  in  this  process  of  removal,  prove,  as  has  been  alleged 
y  the  emigrants  themselves,  that  such  provisions  answer  their  purpose  very 
inadequately.  There  is  apt  to  be  both  a  failure  of  supplies,  and  improvidence 
in  using  them.  It  is  asserted  that  Indians  are  improvident;  and  it  is  known 
that  they  are  particularly  so  when  in  a  state  of  despondency.  The  memo- 
rialists believe  it  be  a  fact  that  the  mass  of  the  individuals  who  eompose 
the  four  southwestern  tribes  are  decidedly  and  strongly  opposed  to  a  removal; 
that  no  consent  of  any  considerable  number  has  been,  or  will  be,  given,  un- 
less under  the  apprehension  that  laws  will  be  imposed  upon  them,  in 
the  making  and  execution  of  which  they  have  no  influence,  and  under 
which,  as  they  are  officially  informed  from  the  highest  sources,  they  camnot 
live.  A  just  and  humane  Government,  as  the  memorialists  apprehend, 
will  hardfy  place  any  reliance  upon  a  consent  thus  given.  TTie  stste  of 
mind  in  which  the  Indians  go  is  vitally  important,  as  to  their  being  able  to 
improve  their  condition.  If  the  representations  made  to  the  memorialisto, 
from  sources  in  which  they  have  the  fullest  confidence,  are  correct,  the  In- 
dfans  will fgeaersJly  feel  that  they  have  been  unn{^VkV)eouA\7  Ae^w^^io^  \.li^\t 
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iMeritanee,  in  violation  of  jtMdce  and  of  the  roost  solemn  stipulations. 
Wlietlier  they  are  mistaken  or  not  in  this  riew  of  the  ease,  there  cAn  be  no 
doubt  ^at  the  state  of  vexation  and  despondency  into  whieh  they  are 
tkrovD  will  be  rery  mi  favorable  to  their  improrement,  and  even  to  their 
existenee  as  a  people.  Uncivilized  tribes  are,  indeed,  to  some  extent^  ansta- 
He  as  to  the  state  of  their  feelings.  It  may  be  that  flattering  representations 
will,  lor  a  season,  diapel  the  clouds  of  despondency  which  obscure  tho 
viaions  of  fotnrity;  bat  whenever  the  emigrant  recurs  to  the  reality  of  his 
eooditioB,  and  reflects  upon  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  deprived  of  it,  the  same  feelings  of  discouragement  will  be  apt  to 
return. 

The  evils  of  such  a  condition  will  be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  anarchy 
vHiich  will  be  almost  certain  to  prevail.  It  is  doubtful  vdiether  any  tribe 
of  Indians  has  been  preserved  from  anarchy,  or  had  its  condition  improved, 
by  the  minute  agency  and  interference  of  white  rulers.  But  there  are  now 
several  examples  of  tribes  greatly  improved  in  their  government,  manners^ 
and  habits,  by  their  own  efiorts,  made  with  the  advice  of  some  of  our  en- 
lightened statesmen,  and  by  means  of  intercourse  with  our  citizens.  Such 
wdl  be  the  state  of  the  emigrants,  such  their  dependence,  and  such  their  in* 
lercourse  with  officers  and  agents  of  the  United  States,  that  it  cannot  be 
soppoaed  they  will  have  a  regular  government  among  themselves.  No  plan 
has  been  adopted,  either  by  themselves  or  others,  for  their  benefit  in  this 
respeet.  By  a  sudden  exercise  of  power  over  them,  they  have  been  de» 
prived  of  the  privilege  of  executing  their  own  lavrs — a  privilege  Which  they 
had  immemorial ly  possessed;  and  have  been  threatened  with  severe  penalties, 
if  they  enact  laws  in  future.  How  is  it  possible  that,  with  these  facts  fresh 
in  th^  recolleetion,  they  should  have  courage  and  enterprise  to  begin  a  new 
government  in  new  and  unexampled  circumstances?  It  may  be  said  that 
the  P^sident  o(  the  United  States  will  assure  to  them  the  right  of  govern- 
ing themselves;  but  this  right  has  been  assured  to  them  many  times,  and 
Ihey  have  even  been  assisted  in  the  work  of  new-modelKng  their  insti-< 
lotions  by  the  personal  adviee  of  some  of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen. 
The  result  of  a  removal,  in  such  circumstances,  will  be,  as  there  is  much 
reason  to  fear,  that  the  Indians  will  have  no  laws  except  the  arbitrary  orders 
of  military  officers,  issued  on  every  new  emergency;  and  this  state  of  things 
will  lead  them  speedily  into  hopeless  anarchy. 

Again:  there  is  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  emigrants  will  be 
greatly  annoyed  by  vagrant  white  men,  who  will  intrude  upon  the  Indian 
tenrilory.  The  western  side  of  thi*  territory  will  be  an  illimitable  desert, 
afcrdiug every  f!aeility  for  the  admission  of  the  worst  of  men,  who  have  ad^ 
dieted  themselves  to  the  half  savage  life,  and  some  of  whom  now  traverse 
those  regions.  A  military  force  could  not  exclude  this  class  of  persons, 
onleas  some  portion  of  it  were  placed,  within  short  distances,  on  every  part 
of  the  Indian  frontier;  that  is,  on  the  four  sides  of  the  large  parellelogram 
whieh  iato  be  considered  as  the  permanent  residence  of  the  Indians;  and  it 
would  require  more  men  than  now  belong  to  the  regular  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  leave  small  detachments  at  military  stations,  keeping  up  a  constant 
communication  with  each  other,  on  a  line  of  1,700  miles.  The  circum- 
itanees  of  our  own  country  and  of  the  world  are  such  as  to  furnish  a  per- 
peHial  stsceession  of  unprincipled  and  adventurous  men,  who  will  not  cease 
to  mak«  a  prey  of  every  exposed  Indian  tribe,  till  the  last  remnanlB  ot  \!hfc 
aborigrnat  nee  are  destir^ea.     If  this  result  were  inevitable,  it  v^uMi  \» 
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useless  to  write  or  speak  on  the  suljject  But  your  memorialists  verily  be^  I'll 
lieve  that  it  is  easy  to  protect  the  southwestern  tribes  on  the  land  of  tlieir  fsi 
£aiUiers.  A  smaller  quantity  of  land  will  satisfy  them  here  than  in  any  X% 
other  place.  Their  title  to  a  new  country  can  never  be  equal,  certainly  not  31 ! 
in  their  own  estimation,  to  that  by  which  they  hold  their  present  possesslffna.  fd 
If  their  present  limits  shall  prove  to  be  larger  than  are  necessary  to  their  |(t 
greatest  prosperity,  there  is  no  doubt  these  limits  may  be  reduced,  in  a  maa-  i 
ner  perfectly  fair  and  honorable  to  both  parties.  If  their  limits  are  not  too  i^ 
large,  the  people  of  thie  United  States  ought  not  to  ask  for  a  reduction  of  iti 
them.  Let  it  be  firmly  and  decisively  announced,  that  the  intercouse  law  |^ 
of  the  United  States  will  be  enforced  for  the  protection  of  the  Indians,  and  ^^i 
their  confidence  will  be  speedily  restored.  !« 

It  has  been  frequently  represented  that  the  tribes  under  consideration  can- 
not remain  where  they  now  are,  on  account  of  the  annoyance  which  they 
will  experience  from  bad  neighbors:  but,  as  you  memorialists  apprehend, 
thereis  a  great  mistake  on  this  subject  That  the  Indians  cannot  remain,  if 
the  laws  of  their  white  neighbors  are  to  be  extended  over  them  without  their 
consent,  is  very  true;  but  if  things  were  to  continue,  in  this  respect,  as  they 
have  been  the  last  forty  years,  there  is  every  reason  to  conclude  that  the  an- 
noyance experienced  from  vagrant  and  lawless  whites  would  be  constantly 
diminishing,  as  it  certainly  has  been  diminishing,  till  intruders  have  become 
emboldened  by  the  present  state  of  the  laws.  Let  it  once  be  understood 
that  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  States  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Indians,  respect  the  territorial  rights  of  the  tribes,  as  hereto- 
fore exercised  and  enjoyed  by  them,  and  there  need  be  little  apprehensioa 
from  bad  neighbors. 

In  determining  the  expediency  of  a  removal,  it  seems  ^vitally  important 
that  the  new  country  for  the  emigrants  should  be  tliorouchly  explored,  and  its 
capability  of  sustaining  Indians  fully  ascertained.     lu>ur  memorialists  are 
apprehensive  that  permanent   injury  will  be  inflicted  on  the  emigrants  for 
want  of  this  previous  knowledge.     Though  considerable  uncertainty  pre- 
vails on  the  subject,  yet  it  seems  admitted  by  all  that  the  far  greater  proportion 
of  the  contempluted  new  residence,  for  Indians  (probably  four-fifths  of  the 
whole)  is  an  immense  prairie,  nearly  destitute  of  wood,  and  deprived  of  run- 
ning water  four  or  five  months  of  the  year.     It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
such  acountry  can  never  be  inhabited  by  a  people  only  partially  civilized.  Of 
that  part  which  is  covered  with  wood,  a  considerable  portion  is  represented  as 
mountainous  and  barren.     After  these  deductions  are  made,  a  small  portion  of 
good  land  remains;  but  nearly  the  whole,  of  this,  as  your  memorialists  are  in- 
formed, falls  within  the  ceuntry  already  appropriated  to  the  Choctaws  and  the 
Cherokees  of  the  Arkansas.  It  is  certain  that  fourteen  Chickasaws,  who  were 
deputed  by  their  countrymen  to  explore  the  new  country,  and  who  perform- 
ed their  tour  with  an  agent  of  the  Government  in  the  fall  of  1828,  return- 
ed unanimously  dissatisfied;  and,   as  your  memorialists  are  informed,  the 
late  treaty  negotiated  with  the  Chickasaws  stipulates  tliat  the  treaty  is  not 
to  take  efiect  unless  a  country  can  be  found  with  which  the  tribe  will  be 
satisfied — a  condition  which,  your  memorialists  are   informed,  the  Indians 
suppose  cannot  be  complied  with. 

It  would  seem  superfluous  to  observe  that  a  measure  which  is  recommend- 
ed for  its  humanity  and  benevolence  cannot  be  entitled  to  that  character,  if 
whole  tribes  of  men,  with  whom  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  sus- 
tained the  most  solemn  relations  for  half  a  century,  are  to  be  suddenly,  and 
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KMitruy  to  all  their  expectations,  transferred  by  an  irresistible  necessity 
rom  tl^ir  patrimonial  possessions,  for  which  they  entertain  the  strongest 
dtachments,  to  a  new  country,  of  which  neither  themselves  nor  the  people 
>f  tJie  United  States  have  any  accurate  and  definite  knowledge,  and  con* 
aemiog  which  there  are  serious  apprehensions  that  it  will  never  answer  the 
MirpcMie  for  which  it  is  set  apart  If  there  is  a  failure  here,  the  case  is  re- 
nediless. 

Your  memorialists  need  not  ask  whether  it  becomes  a  wise  and  provident 
jrov^mment,  and  a  just  and  humane  people,  to  dispose  of  all  the  great  in- 
ereats  of  the  whole  temporal  condition  of  feeble  and  dependent  allies, 
while  nearly  all  the- great  facta  which  must  have  a  bearing  on  that  condition 
ire  still  unascertained,  and  while  these  facts  do  not  seem  likely  to  be  aacer- 
Lained  till  the  period  shall  have  been  past  when  they  can  have  any  influence 
so  the  decision  of  the  question  now  pending. 

It  has  indeed  been  asserted,  though  the  assertion  has  not  been  sustained, 
IS  your  memorialists  believe,  by  any  probable  evidence,  that  nearly  the 
whole  territory  of  600  miles  long  and  250  miles  broad,  to  be  set  apart  for 
the  Indians,  is  very  fertile,  and  capable  of  sustaining  a  great  population.  If 
this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  it  is  certain  that  so  vast  a  country,  with 
such  advantages,  must  be  immensely  more  valuable  than  the  territory  now 
ia  possession  of  the  soutliwestern  tribes.  It  will,  therefore,  be  an  object  of 
intense  cupidity  to  the  neighboring  whites,  as  the  population  west  of  the 
Mississippi  shall  increase.  Considerations  of  this  sort  already  fill  the  emi- 
grant Indians,  and  those  who  suppose  they  shall  be  obliged  to  emigrate,  with 
the  most  gloomy  forebodings  in  regard  to  their  ever  having  a  permanent 
residence;  and  it  would  seem  that  these  forebodings  must  exert  a  most  dis« 
astrous  influence  on  any  plans  which  the  Indians  might  otherwise  have  form- 
ed and  executed,  with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  their  condition. 

There  is  still  another  consideration  respecting  the  place  designed  for  the 
Indians,  which  is  deemed  particularly  worthy  the  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature.  It  is  this.  Immediately  after  the  emigration  of  the  Indians, 
Aould  it  take  place  according  to  what  is  now  proposed,  th6  emigrants  will 
£nd  themselves  between  a  pressing  white  population  on  the  east,  and  a 
kottndless  prairie  on  the  west.  This  prairie,  though  often  called  a  desert, 
produces  herbage  sufficient  to  sustain  vast  herds  of  bufi*aloes  a  large  part  of 
tvery  year.  It  has  no  permanent  human  inhabitants,  but  is  visited  by  va- 
rious tribes  of  savages,  most  of  them  hostile  to  each  other.  The  emigrants 
will,  therefore,  as  your  memorialists  apprehend,  be  in  the  most  unfavorable 
drcumstances  in  regard  to  ciyilization.  These  are  the  very  circumstances 
in  which,  as  the  history  of  this  continent  proves,  the  natives. are  least  likely 
to  become  permanently  attached  to  the  soil,  and  to  perceive  the  necessity  of 
those  institutions  which  are  essential  to  civilized  society.  Pushed  by  in« 
trusive  borderera  of  no  very  inviting  character  on  one  side,  and  allured  by 
pme,  er  provoked  to  deeds  of  war,  on 'the  other,  with  an  illimitable  field 
ur  savage  enterprise  stretching  to  the  Rocky  mountains  and  beyond  them, 
it  canaot  be  expected  that  a  regular  community  of  industrious  settlera  will 
fe  formed  and  sustained.  It  was  remarked,  many  years  before  the  present 
({oestion  of  removal  arose,  that  Indians  could  never  be  civilized,  in  any  great 
Biimbersy  tilj  they  should  be  surrounded  by  whites,  and  confined  within 
their  own  territories,  which  should  have  been  previously  reduced  within 
laoderatedimensions.  This  is  precisely  the  situation  of  the  southwestern  tribes*^ 
vad  the  recent  history  of  the  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and  CVioclBLwa>  VJcina 
orcamBcribed  w  their  Jimits,  compelled  to  resort  to  agriculture,  and  aid^d 
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by  the  philanthropic  and  Christian  efforts  of  their  white  brethren,  eoi 
pletely  justifies  the  theory  which  had  been  previously  formed.  If  tbs 
advantages,  so  manifestly  (lowing  from  the  causes  here  mentioned,  shoo 
be  abandoned,  your  memorialists  cannot  see  that  any  hope  will  remain 
these  tribes  ever  becoming  thoroughly  civilized. 

The  concluding  topic,  which  the  memorialists  think  demands  the  seric 
attention  of  Congress,  and  which  it  especially  becomes  benevolent  socicH 
to  state  and  urge,  is  the  unhappy  effect  which  a  removal  of  the  lodi 
would  seem  unavoidably  to  produce  upon  the  various  plans  of  eivilizat 
and  general  improvement  which  are  now  in  successful  operation  among 
three  tribes  last  mentioned.  For  several  years,  these  plans  have  been 
veloped  and  carried  forward,  with  the  countenance  and  co-operation  of 
General  Government,  by  benevolent  societies  and  individuals  of  vti 
religious  denominations,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
result  has  been  such  as  to  afford  great  encouragement  and  hope  to  all  frii 
of  human  happiness  who  have  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
and  circumstances  of  the  -case. 

The  whole  population  of  these  tribes  has  for  some  time  relied  upoc 
productions  of  the  soil,  and  upon  domestic  animals,  for  the  means  of 
sistence.     A  large  proportion  of  the  men  are  industrious  cultivators  o 
soiU  and  of  the  women  manufacturers  of  cloth  for  the  use  of  their 
households.     The  mass  of  the  people  have  better  dwellings,  utensils, 
clothing,  than  at  any  previous  period  of  their  history.     Both  cattle  and 
are  exported.     The  conviction  is  universal,  that,  without  a  laborious  a 
tion  to  agriculture  and  the  common  arts  of  civilized  life,  they  eann^ 
comfortable,  and  rise  to  a  proper  elevation,  even  were  it  possible  to 
serve  &eir  community  in  any  other  way. 

Schools  have  been  established,  at  great  expense  and  labor,  which  are 
CKorting  a  very  benign  influence.  Places  for  public  worship  are  provi 
and  regular  Christian  churches  are  formed,  embodying  a  considerable  i 
ber  of  exemplary  professors  of  religion.  A  constitution  of  civil  pc 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  adequate  to  most  of  the  purpos 
good  government,  has  been  formed  in  more  than  one  of  these  tribes.  2 
tary  laws  have  been  enacted  and  enforced ;'  and  more  has  been  done  by  t 
people  alone  to  banish  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  than  has  ever  been 
before,  with  the  aid  of  causes  and  agents  of  every  description,  for  this 
mensely  important  object 

But,  if  the  process  of  removal  goes  on,  your  memorialists  ^prei 
^at  all  these  associations  will  be  broken  up.  Inhabitants  of  the  i 
neighborhood  will  not  remove  at  the  same  time,  nor  be  placed  again  ii 
vicmity  of  each  other.  ^  All  the  bonds  of  society  will  be  dissolved.  ( 
dren,  in  the  midst  ef  their  education,  will  be  interrupted;  and  the  d< 
will  be  so  various,  and  their  new  circumstances  so  different  from  theii 
mer  ones,  and  a  relapse  into  habits  of  vagrancy  and  indolence  so  nat 
that  it  caAROt  be  expected  that  the  business  ^  education  will  ever  Im 
sumed  by  the  sasie  individuals.  It  is  well  known  that,  when  our 
pttople  remove  from  the  old  to  the  new  States,  several  years  ordim 
el^rae  before  common  sehools  can  be  put  into  operation.  IXiring  tbi 
torval  many  a  youth  loses  the  proper  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  i 
necessary  leaming^..^  loss  which  proves  to  him  irreparable,  a  thio  t 
plaee  among  a  civilized  people,  removing  from  the  enjoyment  of  lon| 
tablished  institatioiia  with  the  intention  of  recomtteacing  them  agaii 
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as  possible,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  a  removal  upon  men  who  haVe 
JBSt  begun  to  form  such  habits  as  are  indispensable  to  the  whole  process  of 
cifilization?  Such  of  the  natives  as  are  truly  converted  to  Christianity  need 
all  the  aid  which  they  can  receive  from  each  other's  contiguity,  familiar  ac- 
quaintance, and  mutual  interests,  to  sustain  them  amid  5ie  trials  to  which 
they  are  exposed,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances;  but  if  they 
are  dissociated,  and  thrown  among  strangers  in  the  midst  of  untried  circum- 
stances, and  bereft  of  the  ordinary  supports  of  religion  and  virtue,  it  would 
seem  impossible  but  they  must  be  great  sufferers  in  their  moral  as  well  as  in 
their  temporal  condition.  It  will  be  a  great  aggravation  of  all  these  evils, 
and  will  go  far  towards  insuring  their  continuance,  that  the  confidence  of 
the  Indians  in  the  professions  and  promises  of  the  whites  will  he  irreco- 
verably lost.  This,  they  declare  beforehand,  will  be  the  result;  and  it 
seems  so  natural  as  to  be  nearly  or  quite  inevitable. 

The  thought  that  the  labors  of  so  many  years  should  be  Suddenly  lost; 
that  so  many  endearing  ties  should  be  violently  severed;  that  so  many  sa^ 
cred  pledges  (as  they  have  been  received  and  understood)  should  be  forfeit- 
ed; that  children  should  be  interrupted  in  their  education,  and  dispersed  iti 
the  wilderness;  that  industrious  farmers  should  be  taken  from  their  well 
known  acres,  and  allured  to  the  chase'of  animals  or  the  fortune  of  war;  and 
that  Christian  neighbors  and  friends  should  be  separated  from  each  other,  and 
tiurown  among  men  of  characters  entirely  dissimilar  to  their  own:    the 
thought  that  all  these  evils  should  be  brought  upon  whole  tribes  of  men, 
without  any  fault  of  theird,  is  exceedingly  painful.     Should  it  be  said  that 
these  evils  may  be  guarded  against  by  the  emigrants^  your  memorialists  ap- 
prdiend  that  this  is  too  much  to  expect  from  any  means  and  resources,  any 
fortitude  and  zeal,  providence  and  perseverance,  within  the  reach  of  par- 
tially civilized  men.     Indeed  a  general  removal  of  a  community  can  never 
be  achieved  without  exposure  to  a  serious  deterioration,  in  regard  to  morals, 
manners,  and  enjoyments;  and  it  needs  very  high  attainments  of  mind  and 
heart  to  preserve  a  community,  in  such  circumstances,  from  a  most  ruinous 
catastrophe. 

It  should  be  considered  here  that  ardent  spirits,  which  have  always  been 
the  hane  of  the  Indian  tribes,  will  probably  be  always  within  the  reach  of 
the  emigrants;  and  tiiat  wiute  intruders  will  be  brought  to  the  Indian  coun- 
try, with  this  noxious  article,  by  fiir  stronger  incitements  than  ever  existed 
heretofore,  as  disbursements  of  money  will  be  made,  for  years  to  come,  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  or  their 
accredited  agents.  A  state  of  mental  despondency,  of  disgust,  and  of  gene- 
ral dislike  of  the  treatmeat  received,  is,  of  all  other  states  of  mind«  most 
favorable  to  the  prevalence  of  unrestrained  intemperance,  from  which  the 
poor  victims  could  never  be  recovered. 

Since  the  process  of  removal  began,  the  evils  of  intemperance  have  great- 
ly increased  in  every  tribe  as  yet  seriously  affected  by  that  process,  particu-* 
larly  the  Choctaws,  the  Chickasaws,  and  the  Cherokees  ot  the  Arkansas. 
Among  the  latter,  as  the  memorialists  have  been  informed  in  the  most  au- 
thentic manner,  there  was  more  intoxication,  and  there  were  more  deaths 
from  drinking  whiskey,  in  six  months  of  the  last  year,  than  in  six  years 
previous.  This  enormous  increase  of  the  evil  is  accounted  for  simply  by 
the  fact  that  dealers  in  whiskey  were  allured  into  the  new  Indian  ^|T*^^ 
by  the  expectation  that,  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  1828,  the  ^^^^^ 
Stotes  would  disburse  considerable  sums  of  money  tp  the  emig^ant^.     An* 


[  50]  10 

yet  this  very  plaee,  thus  immediately  invaded  aiid  defiled  by  uapriocipled 
men  in  the  pursuit  of  gain,  has  been  represented  as  a  sanctuary  for  Indians, 
to  which  their  corrupters  and  tempters  could  never  gain  access. 

Thus  have  the  memorialists,  in  the  dischargeof  a  solemn  duty  which 
they  conceived  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  endeavored  to  lay  before  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  in  a  respectful  and  dispassionate  manner,  several  consi* 
derations  of  great  importance  in  relation  to  the  proposed  removal  of  the  In- 
dians. They  do  not  flatter  themselves  that  they  have  escaped  all  error  on 
the  subject;  but,  from  their  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  tribes 
more  especially  interested,  they  think  they  cannot  b^  mistaken  in  regard  to 
most  of  the  principles  on  which  the  preceding  observations  are  founded. 

In  conclusion,  the  memorialists  would  humbly  implore  for  our  national 
rulers  light  and  guidance  from  the  unerring  source  of  all  wisdom;  and  would 
express  the  earnest  desire  that  neither  the  Government  nor  the  people  of 
the  United  States  may  sanction  any  measiu*es  toward  the  aborigines  of  this 
continent  which  shall  deprive  them  of  any  right,  or  place  them  in  less  &- 
▼orable  circumstances  than  at  present,  in  regard  to  their  progress  in  civili- 
zation and  Christianity;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  such  a  course  may  be 
pursued  as  shall  sustain  the  good  faith  of  the  country,  and,  from  its  gene- 
rosity and  benevolence,  redound  to  the  lasting  honor  of  the  age  in  which 
we  live. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

WILLIAM  REED,  Chairman^ 

Boston,  Mass.,  January  26,  1831. 
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tX)MMlSSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  bAND  QFFKB, 


IV  COVFI^AVGK 


Wiih  a  resolution  qf  the  Senate,  showing  the  quantity  of  Public  Aand 
surveyed  in  each  State  since  1826,  the  quantity  ^  land  surveyed  and 
net  iroughi  into  market^  and  the  amount  received  for  sates  made. 


Ffbruart  9,  1831. 
Belcfred  to  Ae  Coomiittea  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  piinted.. 


GBNxmAm  Land  Office, 

%th  February,  1831. 


Sn:   In  obedience  to  a  resohition  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
dated  the  1 9th  ultimo,  in  the  words  fd}towin^  viz: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  directed 
to  Mort  to^  tike  Senale  the  qutotity  of  pdbtic  knds  stin^yed,  whidr  hat^ 
ootm^d  brott^t  iMc^  ntearicet,  ^to  the  quanttty  sWreyed  in  each  State  and 
I  Territory,  since  the  year  1826,  and  the  amount  received  from  the  sales' in 
I  etch  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  which  sales  have  been  made," 
[<  i  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  three  statements  marked  A,  B, 
I  and  C,  which  aAfxl  the  information  requested. 

i  have  thelionor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
I  ELIJAH  HAYWARiy; 

The  Hiln.  Joflx^  O.  CajluoHv, 

President  qf  the  Senate, 


E"  3 


A. 


]STIMATED  qwtnHty  qf  surveyed  Public  Landf  (including  frim 
clainuj)  surveys  ef  which  have  been  received  at  the  Otneral  la\ 
Officey  January  lil»  1831,  which  have  not  been  offered  atpuMic  sak 


Ohio, 

IadiftB%   - 

lUinoiSy    - 

Michigan, 

Miflsouri, 

ArkaimaSy 

Louisiana, 

Miaaissippi, 

Alabama, 


Total, 

7    ■  »     ■ 


OxxiBmAL  Lavd  •rvicB,  Feb.  Sthp  1831. 


none. 
659,000 
4,531 ,000 
1,840,000 
6,007,000 
3,518,000 
1,518,000 
1,150,000 
8,645,000 
1,311,000 

83,179^000 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


B. 

STATEMENT  qf  the  quantity  qf  Public  Land  which  has  been  s 
v^ed^  surveys  qf  which  have  been  receiped  at  the  GeneralLand  OJ^ 
since  the  year  1826. 


Ohio, 

Indiana,    -' 

Illinois,    - 

Michigan, 

Missouri, 

Arkansas, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

Alabama, 

Florida,    «- 


none. 

1,660,660  49 

none. 
8;i86,347  39 

346,490  32 
1,106,957  18 
2,952,716  62 
2,097,583  24 

492,960  71 
2,959,220  98 


ELUAH  HAYWARD 


OjBHZBAL  Lavd  OwwicMj  Fsb.  Stbf  1831. 
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C. 


STdTEMBNT  1/  tJ^  JUvenue  derived  from  the  Sales  qf  the  Public 
LandMyJrom  the  earlieet period  to  the  30th  June^  1890,  inclusive. 

Sties  at  New  York  in  1 787,             -            -            -  01 1 7, 108  24 

to  J.  C.  Sy mines  in  1798,       ...  189,693  00 

to  the  Ohio  Company  in  1792,            -            -  642,856  66 

at  Pittsburg  in  1796,                -            .            -  100,427  53 



Total  sales  of  lands  in  Ohio  prior  to  the  opening  of 

the  land  offices,                 ....  1,050,085  43 

Beeeipts  at  the  land  offices  in  Ohio,             -            *  15,621,742  3# 

Indiana,        -            -  6,524,960*52 

Illinois,        -             -  2,083,276  09 

Missouri,  .    -             -  2,405,811  08 

Louisiana,    -            •  453,441  85 

Mississippi,               -  2,233,116  77 

Alabama,     -            -  7,790,927  41 

Michigan,    -            -  718,548  36 

Arkansas,     *            -  78,589  39 

Florida,       -            -  501,727  90 


39,462,227  10 
trian^e  on  lake  Erie,      -  -  -  -  151,640  25 


AddPnle  to  PennqrlTania,  in  the  year  1792,  of  the 

lakeJBrii 


Aggregate  proceeds  of  the  sales 4o  30th  June,  1830,    039,613,867  35 

ELUAH  HAYWARD. 
GintAL  Lakd  Officx,  Feb.  8/A,  1831. 


SifftMtm. 


IN  SENATE  01^  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

FfBHrART  14,  1831. 

Reid,  and  ordered  to  ht  printed. 

Mr.  WooDBUiiT  made  the  fdlowiog 

REPORT: 

The  Commitite  on  Commerce^  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  memorials 
for  a  drawback  on  exported  nailSf  when  made  from  foreign  iron,  ask 
leave  to  report:  ^ 

That  the  principle  ulpoo  which  our  system  of  drawback  is  founded  has  their 
decided  approbation.  It  operated  early  among  the  most  intelligent  commercial 
nations.  It  was  a  favorite  principle  in  the  Kepublic  of  Holland  over  a  cen- 
tury and  a  half  ago,  and  has  been  extended  in  England  much  beyond  any 
proTision  contemplated  in  the  petitions  under  consideration.  The  Congress 
of  the  United  States  adopted  it  into  our  commercial  policy  in  A.  D.  1 792,  and 
pushed  its  benefits  under  the  very  first  administration  of  the  present  Consti- 
tution,  not  only  to  articles  in  their  imported  state,  but  to  others  which  had 
undergone  as  material  a  change  as  iron  does  in  its  manufacture  into  nails. 
The  principle  applicable  to  both  species  of  articles  is  the  same,  nor  is  the 
theory  on  which  it  rests  indebted  or  peculiar  to  any  of  the  modern  schools 
of  political  economy.  The  theory  merely  allows  what  is  the  foundation 
of  all  prosperous  commerce,  the  free  transportation  of  surplus  commodities. 
It  has  no  special  connexion  with  either  <<  the  American  System/'  or  the 
^'Free  Trade  System.''  It  relates  to  the  freight  rather  than  the  consumption 
of  foreign  articles.  It  only  permits  the  mere  transportation,  from  any  region, 
of  such  products  as  may  be  wanted  elsewhere,  without  having  imposed  on 
Lheir  transit  through  the  merchant's  country  any  burthensome  imposts.  In 
this  way  it  neither  conflicts  with  the  culture  or  manufacture  of  domestic  ar-  , 
idesy  nor  exonerates  any  portion  pf  the  community  from  those  taxes  it  has 
been  deemed  necessary  or  judicious  to  impose  on  the  consumption  of  fo- 
reign articles.  These  last  articles,  when  re  exported,  whether  in  their  primi- 
tive or  in  a  manufactured  form,  cannot,  in  any  sense,  be  considered  as  con- 
lumed  here;  hence  their  re-exportation  confers  no  exclusive  privilege  upon 
my  class  of  consumers  here,  and,  so  far  from  diminishing,  it  lends,  by 
t^ing  the  foreign  articles  out  of  our  market,  to  increase  the  production  of 
umilar  domestic  articles  for  home  use. 

If  this  system  of  free  exportation  of  foreign  articles  ever  operates  in  any 
legree  on  the  production  of  similar  articles  at  home,  ibr  the  mere  purpose 
>f  exportation^  we  have  not  yet  reached  that  state  in  the  manufacture  of 
iron  where  the  domestic  mar^t  is  more  than  soppUsd  by  the  domestic  \^ro- 
iuet;  and  hence  diBcriminating  dutie§  on  expoitairon  needed.    ^OTt^^^T> 
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under  our  present  Constitution,  which  prohibits  all  duties  whatever  on  ex« 
ports,  wo  are  not  likely  vQry  soon  to  attempt  any  more  than  require  legnli- 
lion  of  such  an  obnoxious  character. 

This  circumstance  recals  to  mind  an  objection  to  the  withholding  of  the 
drawback  now  asked,  derived  from  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  pro-  ^ 
bibition  just  mentioned.  The  duty  retained  on  any  foreign  article  whea  "i 
re-exported,  whatever  change  it  may  have  undergone,  seems  virtually  to  -^ 
operate  as  a  duty  on  exports.  It  burthens  him  who  makes  the  export,  bj  ^ 
the  amount  of  the  enhanced  price  in  consequence  of  the  original  duty;  tod 
though  this  consequence  is  in  many  cases  inevitable  and  irremediable,  v«t, 
whenever  redress  or  relief  can  safely  be  afforded,  the  obligation  to  do  it  ; 
seems  imperative. 

In  brief,  to  tax  directly  or  indirectly  tbe  mere  freight  of  foreign  aitidei  > 
injures  our  navigation  by  lessening  both  its  employments  and  its  profits;  it 
ehecks  the  proaperity  of  commerce,  by  reducing  the  number  and  quantities 
of  commodities  which  would  otherwise  be  exchanjEed;  it  depresses  the  do- : 
mestic  manu&cture  of  the  foreign  article,  and  it  ^mishes  no  relief  to  the 
community  or  the  revenue  by  the  tax  imposed  and  retained.     The  tax  im- 
posed on  importation,  if  not  remitted  on  exportation  by  a  drawback,  wiU,in 
time,  prevent  the  article  from  being  landed  at  all  in  this  country  beyond 
the  quantity  wanted  for  home  consumption;  and  thus  the  anticipated  re- 
Tenue  from  what  is  entered  and  re-exported  will  in  time  entirely  tail.  The 
next  evil  follows  of  course,  that  our  citizens,  engaged  in  the  manuiacture  of 
the  article  here  for  exportation,  must  either  abandon  their  business  entirely, 
4>r  must  emigrate  to  the  countries  which  raise  the  raw  material,  or  to  those 
which  allow  it  to  be  manufactured  and  exported  without  a  burthensome 
impost;  and  the  last,  though  not  the  least  evil,  will  be,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  country  must  either  wholly  abandon  that  branch  of  the  carrying 
trade  to  competitors  not  thus  taxed,  or  must  make  only  the  direct  and  leas 
convenient  royagc  abroad,  without  returning  home  so  often  as  they  now  do, 
to  the  encouragement  of  both  agriculture  and  manufactures,  by  refitting,  re« 
pairing,  and  revictualling  in  our  own  ports.  This  last  interest  of  our  navigation 
engaged  in  the  carrying  trade;  has  always  been  deemed,  under  our  present 
Constitution,  a  most  vital  one.  But  the  heavy  duties,  which,  for  some  years 
past  have  been  imposed  on  articles  that  enter  iareely  into  the  building  and 
repair  of  vessels,  amount  now  to  nearly  five  dollars  per  ton,  or  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  on  every  ship  of  five  hundred  tons,  or  over  four 
millions  on  all  our  foreign  tonnage,  and  have  aided,  in  connexion  with  other 
burthens  till  recently  laid  on  all  drawbacks,  to  prevent  our  foreign  tonnage 
from  increasing  in  any  degree  proportionate  to  our  enlarged  population  and 
wealth,  and  to  the  progress  of  our  tonnage  in  the  domestic  trade.     These, 
combined,  have  likewise  helped  to  reduce  our  commerce  in  foreign  articles 
re-exported  so  much  below  its  former  extent  as  to  invite  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  present  head  of  the  Treasury  Department.     In  the  last  annual 
report  he  very  properly  suggests  "  the  expediency  of  considering  how  fcr 
tiiat  interest   (the  Navigation   in  foreisn  trade)   may,   without  injury  to 
others,  be  relieved  from  its  depression.^' 

In  A.  D.  1807,  our  tonnage  employed  in  foreign  thtde  was  848,306  tons, 
and,  by  the  ratio  of  increase  in  our  population,  ought  nearly  to  hare  doubled, 
while  in  fact  it  has  not  increased  at  all,  or  but  a  few  tons,  and  our  whote 
tonnage,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  has  not  doubled.    During  the  same 
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period,  oar  ezpotti of  fowigir articles  have  greatly  declined;  and,  since  A. 
IX  1895  haye  tallen  from  twentjr-five  to  sixteen  millioos. 

Tbis  committee  are  not  now  empowered  to  report  any  specific  relief  to 
the  narigating  interest  from  its  present  burthens;  but  th^  are  gratified  that 
the  meaaure  qow  proposed  will  giye  some  incidental  relief,  snd  that  the 
geneni  system  of  drawback,  recently  improved  in  Congress,  by  relinquidi- 
inc  tfafe  two  and  a  hatf  per  cent,  and  extending  the  period  of  debentures, 
is  likdy  to  pwe  furQier  aid.  The  only  oUection  to  the  prsyer  of  these  pe- 
titions, which  did  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  late  and  to  former 
acts  of  Compress  ia  favi»*  of  the  system  of  drawbacks,  is,  that  the  iron, 
wbea  manaiactured  into  nails  before  re-exported,  is  so  changed  in  its  form 
as  to  expose'  die  revenue  to  insecurity  and  fraud.  But  we  have  seen  that 
this  chance  io  the  form  of  the  artide  does  not  a£Rsct  the  principle  of  draw- 
hack,  as  &e  article  imported,  and,  after  such  change  re-exported,  is  not  cour 
somed  in  this  country;  nor  does  it  take  the  case  out  of  the  usage  in  other 
eouotries  in  reqiect  to  specific  drawbacks,  or  out  of  the  legislative  course  of 
the  Conp'ess  of  the  United  States  on  similar  subjects  for  almost  half  a 
century. 

In  Eoriand,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  manufactures  and- commerce, 
the  liet  m  raecific  drawbacKs  is  much  more  extensive  tiian  ours;  but  ours 
includes  molasses  changed  into  New  England  rum,  sugar  after  refined,  silks 
re-colored  and  stamped,  and  salt  in  picUed  fish.  These  illustrations  seem^ 
en  lioth  principle  anid  practice,  to  settle  the  propriety  of  the  drawbadi  asked 
in  the  present  case;  and  after  the  long  experience  of  this  and  other  coun- 
tries on  such  subjects,  it  seems  rather  too  late  for  an  objection  that  the  re- 
venue cannot  be  guarded  agiinst  fraud.  Assuredly  the  same  kind  of  suards 
can  be  imposed,  and  with  equal  success,  as  in  the  cases  befrn^  mentioned. 
It  is  conceded  that  most  of  the  security  in  these  cases  rests  in  the  integrity 
and  oaths  of  those  interested,  in  the  penalties  for  violation  of  the  laws,  and 
in  the  vigilanee  of  the  custom-house  officers.  The  three  former  are  often 
in  society  the  only  guaranties  for  life  and-  liberty,  as  wdl  as  property,  and, 
when  re^eirforeed  by  the  public  sentinel^  do  not  leave  many  opqportunities  " 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  for  successful  imposition.  If  we  cannot 
safely  rely  on  all  of  tfiem,  any  human  securities  would  be  unavailing,  and 
•or  whole  system  of  imposts,  resting  on  similar  foundations,  might  as  well 
I  he  abolished.  Indeed,  in  the  proposed  drawback,  there  is  much  foss  fecility 
%m  perpetrating  firauds  than  in  the  case  of  either  sugar  or  molasses,  because 
u^  is  more  weighty  compared  with  its  value,  and  hence  more  difficult  to  be 
transported  and  deceitfully  substituted.  The  condition  of  the  manufacture 
of  raw  iron  in  this  country  presents  another  obstacle  almost  insuperable  to 
either  danger  or  loss  to  the  public  by  this  drawback. 

The  whole  consumption  of  iron  in  the  United  States  ia  estimated  at  about 
117,000  tons;  of  this  only  about  35,000  tons  is  of  domestic  manufacture, 
and  not  Dver  10,000  Ions  of  that  amount  is  consumed  on  the  seaboard. 
Much  of  this  bst  is  in  a  condition  not  to  be  made  into  nails,  and  a  part  d 
the^^due  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  other  uses.  So  that  the  attempt  of  a  sub- 
stitution to  any  extent  is  highly  improbable;  but  if  any  of  it  should  be  sub- 
ititoted,  it  seems  difficult  to  discover  the  injury  which  the  revenue  would 
thereby  sustain,  because  a  greater  importation  of  foreign  iron  would  follow, 
to  take  the  place  and  be  applied  to  tne  uses  now  engrossed  by  that  part  of 
the  domestic  iron  then  substituted  and  exported.  In  fine,  it  Yiardly  vki^vka 
argtraient  to  prove  that  tberereDue  would  be  unaffected  eatite\y>uiiifi«a^^ 
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maairfiietiift  •£  domeftic  iron  tiros  beekme  iooreiiedy  and  ms  enabU  oa 
the  seaboard,  as  well  as  the  intertorr  efiectually  to  root  out  the  foreigaar- 
ticle«  While  this  coDsequence  may  be  desirable  to  one  portion  of  the  eom- 
iDUDity,  the  makers  of  raw  ironi  its  possibility  will,  it  is  hoped,  furoMfa  ' 
DO  objectiOQ  with  them  to  the  proposed  drawbiek;  and  od  the  cootruy,  j 
while  the  consumers  and  importers  of  foreign  iron  believe  the  duty  btoo  i 
high,  and  that  the  article  is  mainly  protect^  by  its  ezpensire  transports-  i 
tibn  on  land,  it  is  hoped  they  will  ndthtr  fear  that  consequence  nor  rqme  : 
any  confidence  in  the  objection. 

The  nails  of  domestic  manufacture,  which  are  exported,  cannot  of  course  . 
bear  the  expense  of  frei^t  far  firom  the  interior.  The  exportation  has  not 
increased  any  since  A.  D.  1921,  being  about  1,000,000  lbs.,  Taloed  it 
about  ^0,000;  in  some  of  the  intermediate  years  it  has  fallen  gS  one- 
half.  We  have  been  entirely  excluded  from  some  markets  which  we  for- 
merly supplied,  by  foreign  competition,  aided  by  either  a  drawback  or  the 
fireeddm  of  the  raw  material  from  so  heavy  a  tariff*  The  enterprise  and 
perseverance  of  our  merchants  have  sought  Hew  markets,  but,  without  the 
relief  now  asked,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  avoid  being  driven  in  time 
from  Cuba,  the  Danish  ishmds,  and  other  marts,  where  they  are  pursued  by 
competitors  unburthened,  and  enjoying  great  natural  advantages  in  the 
original  cheapness  of  the  raw  material,  of  coal,  and  of  Isbor  in  the  subse- 
quent manufacture.  The  manufacture  here  is  almost  entirely  by  machinery, 
adds  nearly  100  per  cent,  to  the  value  of  the  raw  mat^ial,  and,  beside  the 
advantages  already  enumerated,  helps  to  relieve  our  own  market  when  ovei^ 
stocked  with  importation,  and  to  prevent  sodden  and  injurious  fluctuations 
in  the  prices  of  both  the  fo^gn  and  domestic  article. 

In  estimating  the  amount  of  drawback  proper  to  be  allowed,  the  commit- 
tee have  ascertfiined  that  nails  are  sometimes  made  from  English  iron, 
which,  in  hoops,  the  most  suitable  shape  for  this  purpose,  pays  a  duty  of 
three  and  half  cents  per  pound;  in  rods^  thesime;  in  rolled  bars^  one  and  two* 
thirds  of  a  cent;  and  in  hammered  bars,  one  cent  But  in  coosequenee  of  the 
low  doly  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  Russian  and  Swedish  iron,  as  wdl  as  its 
superior  qualities,  aKhoogh  it  coots  a  third  more  at  the  forge  tlian  the  English 
hoop-iron,  most  of  oor  nails  are  made  from  the  former,  after  being  sfAH 
and  rolled  here.  The  committee^  therefore,  without  rqprd  to  waste  in  the 
manuCBU^ture,  and  to  distinctions  at  the  customhouse,  which  might  prove 
embarrassing,  recommend  a  single  drawback  of  one  and  one-third  of  a  cent 
on  all  exported  nails,  when  made  from  any  kind  of  imported  iron. 

They  have  drawn  up,  and  herewith  report  a  bill  to  enforce  this  recom* 
mendation,  with  as  many  safeguards  to  the  revenue  as  are  practicable.  The 
whole  nominal  amount  which  would  thus  be  refonded  on  the  present  export 
of  nails,  provided  all  are  made  from  foreign  iron,  would  tM  short  of 
S14,000  annually.  With  this  relief,  the  manufacture  will  undoubtedly  in* 
crease,  but  not  be  accompanied  by  the  refunding  ef  any  greater  nett  amount 
firom  the  Treasury,  because  the  increase  will  arise  fh>m  the  OMnufaeture  of 
additional  importatidns  of  iron  introduced  merely  to  sup|^y  the  additional 
market  abroad,  and  which  importations  are  not  likely  to  happen  unless  the 
rdief  prayed  for  in  these  memorials  is  granted. 
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MEHORIAI. 

OTA 

NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  PITTSBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA^ 


Thai  the  treaties  with  the  Indiana  may  be  preserved  inviolable^  and  thai 

they  be  protected  in  their  rights. 


Februabt  14, 18S1. 
Bead*  tad  OTdered  to  be  printed. 
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nthe  HonorcMe  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  undersigned  memorialists,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg  and  its 
yicinity ,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  and  State  of  Penqsylvan^,  appear  before 
your  honorable  bodies  with  the  respect  and  deference  due  to  the  assembled 
represftntatives  of  the  nation^  Our  object  is  a  simple  one — to  ask  for  justice  to 
III  oppressed  and  a  persecuted  race.  Governments,  we  know,  like  indivi- 
duals, are  sometimes  drawn  aside  from  the  path  of  rectitude  by  the  operation 
of  interest  or  prejudiced  feelings.  And  as  injustice  in  an  individual  meets 
with  its  due  punishment,  so  also  wiU  nations,  who,  regardless  of  their  oft 
piij^hted  faith,  lay  the  iron  hand  of  oppression  on  their  weaker  and  confiding 
neighbors,  assuredly  have  their  deserts  meted  out  to  them  by  the  Omnipo- 
tent Ruler  of  the  Universe  and  the  Dispenser  of  the  destinies  of  nations. 

When  the  citizens  of  a  free  nation  think  they  perceive  in  its  governmental 
lets  a  dereliction  from  the  immutable  principles  of  justice,  it  becomes  their 
duty,  as  it  is  their  right,  <<  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  petition  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  redress  of  grievances. ''  This  right  is  secured  tons  by  the 
fundamental  charter  of  our  Union.  It  is  unalienable;  it  id  inherent  to  our 
existence  as  freemen.  As  individuals,  we  come  not  humbly  to  sue  a  favor; 
but,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  assert  our  right  candidly  and  consci- 
entiously, to  tell  what  are  our  views  of  the  true  policy  of  our  national  Go- 
Tonment  on  the  subject  of  our  Indian  relations. 

With  the  immortal  Washington,  we  believe  that  <<  there  is  no  truth  more 
tlioroaghly  established  than  that  there  exists  in  the  economy  and  course  of 
oature  an  indissoluble  union  between  virtue  and  happiness — between  duty 
tnd  advantage — between  the  genuine  maxims  of  an  honest  and  magnanimous 
policy  and  me  solid  rewards  of  public  prosperity  and  felicity;"  that  <<  we 
ought  to  be  no  less  persuaded  that  the  propitious  smiles  of  Heaven  can  never 
W  expected  on  a  nation  that  disreprds  the  eternal  rules  of  order  and  n^l 
which  Heaven  itself  hasordained/'^and  thst  ''the  preservation  of  iVie  tta!C»T«&^ 
ire  of  liberty^  and  the  destiny  of  the  republican  modol  of  go^^^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
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justly  considered  as  deeply ^  perhaps  bs  finally j  staked  on  the  experiment  en- 
trusted  to  the  hands  of  the  American  people. '^  With  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  thi3  character,  have  we  viewed  the  expressed  opinions  of  the  present  Exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  and  its  conforming  course  of  conduct  towards 
our  Indian  allies  at  the  South;  with  4  dread,,  that,  ss  a  nation,  we  shall  no  long- 
er be  blessed  with  <^ the  propitious  smiles  of  Heaven,"  have  we  witnessed  the 
party  legislation  on  this  subject;  and  with  an  apprehension  that  '<the  sacred 
fire  of  our  liberties"  is  now  to  be  quenched,  and,  instead  of  the  pure,  brilliant, 
and  steady  light  with  which  it  has  heretofore  guided  our  nation  to  glory, 
we  are  to  be  left  to  the  uncesrtain  flickerings  of  its  dying  embers,  have  we 
marked  the  greedy,  rapacious  and  tyrannic  legislation  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
relative  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians.  The  time  has  indeed  come,  wheil 
men  who  value  their  posseasions,  when  parents  who  regard  the  security  of 
their  families,  when  freemen  who  prize  their  birthright,  and  Christians  who 
worship  the  God  of  Justice,  should  speak,  and  that  in  no  equivocal  language. 
We  believe  that  <<God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  that  dwell 
upon  the  faee  of  the  earth;"  and  we  also  hold  this  tnith  to  be  self  evident, 
<<  that  all  men  are  created  equal;  and  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Crea- 
tor with  certain  unalienable  rights;  and  that,  amongst  them,  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of.happiness."     How  then,  can  we  regard — 

I.  The  assumed  right  of  jurisdiction  by  the  State  of  Georgia  over  all  th«i 
Indians  within  what  her  legislators  are  pleased  tn  call  her  '^  chartered  limits; 
and 

II.  The  consequent  passage  of  laws  by  her  legislature  relative  to  these  In- 
diana, which  are  unparalleled  in  the  records  of  American  legislation? 

Your  memorialists  consider  the  question  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  to,  the  Indian  lands  within  her  limits  to  be  a  very  plain  one.  Di« 
vested,  as  its  consideration  should  be,  of  the  provisional  engagements  enter- 
ed  into  by  the  United  States,  under  the  convention  of  1902,  with  the  State 
of  Georgia,  it  may  be  easily  ascertained  in  whom  Tests  the  right  of  proprie- 
torship and  jurisdiction.  The  quertion  is  one  of  right;  and,  as  a  question  of 
right  only,  do  your  memorialists  conceive  that  it  ought  to  be  treated  by  the 
United  States'  Government  Whether  it  be  expedient  for  the  Indians  to  re- 
move, is  for  them  to  determine.  But  it  is  a  new  doctrine  indeed,  if  ewpedu 
ency  is  to  be  considered  in  the  decision  of  a  question  of  abstract  right 

Our  opinions  on  this  question  are  founded  on  the  following  fietcts  and  argu- 
ments: 

Atthe  discovery  of  the  continent  of  North  America  by  Europeans,  its  in 
habitants  were,  in  full  and  undisputed  possession  of  its  territory.  1%q 
right  of  discovery^  as  exercised  by  tte  European  Governments  of  that  age 
did  not  affect  them.  It  was  a  conventional  right,  agreed  upon  between  these 
Governments  Ipr  the  guidance  of  their  own  subjects.  The  fact  of  all  the  settle^ 
ments  made  by  Europeans  on  the  continent  of  North  Am^ica  having  been 
by  treaty  with  the  original  inhabitants,  and  by  the  purchase  or  voluntary 
cession  of  their  lands,  conclusively  and  incontrovertibly  demonstrate9  that 
the  discoverers  and  colonists  themselves  did  not  consider  the  diecavery  only 
of  these  lands  as  investing  them  with  the  <<  fee  simple  title"  to  them.  The 
rights  then  conyeyed  under  the  rojral  charters  to  the  various  colonies,  were— - 

1st  The  right  of  disoovery,  whereby  the  parent  Government  guarantied 
to  its  colony  seciiri^  against  molestation  by  other  European  powers  or  their 
colpQies)  and 
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4d.  The  right  of  praemptioii  to  the  Indians  lands— a  right  acquired  by  trea- 
ty with  their  proprietors. 

The  argument  so  rq)eatedly  urged^  that  the  catrnderaUan  given  by  the 
cokmists  for  the  lands  they  purchased  was  inade(||uate  and  insufficient,  is 
equally  futile  with  the  doctrine  of  the  right  of  discovery,  as  now  advanced 
by  maoiy*  Of  the  sufficiency  of  any  consideration  in  trade,  each  party  is  his 
own  judge-  No  one  will  deny  the  ri^ht  of  a  citizen  of  these  United  States 
to  alienate  his  property  without  receiving  the  least  consideration  therefor; 
nrovided  there  are  no  claims  on  him  to  be  affected  by  this  alienation  or  gift. 
What  justice  or  morality,  then,  is  there  in  our  establishing  one  rule  for  our 
own  conduct  and  government,  and  another  for  that  of  our  neighbors?  As  well 
might  we  at  once  proclaim  our  Constitution  a  nullity,  our  laws  a  farce,  and 
naolve  ourselves  into  chaos.  Order,  indeed,  might  come  out  of  the  con- 
fusion; but  it  would  be  the  order  established  by  the  sword,  and  sustained  by 
theseepCre. 

During  the  period  in  which  these  States  sustained  the  relation  of  colonies 
to  Great  Britain,  treaties  and  talks  were  repeatedly  held  by  them  with  the 
hdian  tribes,  in  all  of  which  they  were  considered  and  addressed  as  inde« 
pendent  sovereignties,  and  tbeil*  friendship  and  alliance  were  assiduously 
sought  and  cultivated.  On  the  colonies  becoming  independent  States,  no 
rights  to  territory  were  acquired  by  them  beyond  those  conveyed  in  the 
myal  charters.  '  So  did  the  government  of  the  Confederation  consider;  and 
accordingly  continued  to  treat  with  the  Indians  as  nations  dependent  on  none 
but  themselves  for  their  acts,  and  re^nsible  for  the  consequences  of  their 
acts  only  to  themselves. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  present  Federal  Constitution,  the  treaty-making 
power  was  expressly  reserved  to  the  United  States.  Previous  to  their  acce»- 
sion  to  the  Union,  the  indq>endence  of  each  State  was  full  and  complete.  If 
Georgia,  before  this  .accession,  had  any  jdrisdiction  over  the  Cherokee  nation 
and  territory — ^which,  indeed,  she  had  not— by  her  assent,  as  a  member  of 
the  United  States,  to  titaties  made  under  its  authority,  in  which  the  inde- 
pendence and  sovereign  character  of  this  nation  of  Indians  was  distinctly  re- 
cocnised,  she  has  for  ever  and  ^fectually  waived  that  right 

Subsequent  to  these  treaties,  the  United  States,  by  the  convention  of  1802 
with  the  State  of  Georria,  bound  themselves  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Indian  title  to  these  lands.  Let  this  endeavor  be  made; 
but  let  it  be  made  in  conformity  with  both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  that  in- 
slrument — <<  peaceably, and  on  reasonable  terms.''  llie  very  as^nt  to  this  con- 
vention acknowledged,  on  the  part  of  each  party  to  it,  that  thife  then  proprie- 
tors of  the  lands  in  question  had  it  in  their  power  to  alienate  them  or  not,  at 
their  own  option.  How  has  it  come  to  pass,;that  this  power  has  since  departed 
from  dwm?  That  power  has  not  passed  from  these  Indians;  they  have  never 
fafeited  or  abandoned  it 

If^  however,  the  Cherokees  refuse  to  part  with  their  lands,  arid  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  General  Grovemment  to  the  State  of  Greorgia  is  still  urged  and 
insisted  on  by  the  latter,  then  let  Greorgia  herself  estimate  their  value,  and  the 
amount  be  fiH  to  her  out  of  the  national  treasuf'y: 

It  has  been  Orged,that,  in  the  treaties  of  1785,  1791,  and  1798,  die  Che- 
rakee  Indians  expresslv  yielded  up  the  character  of  independent  nations,  by 
flaring  theimelves  Under  the  protection  of  the  United  Stales.  This  "posxWoti 
is  atterly  at  YBriMnce  with  the  fuadamenUl  Jaw  of  nations,  that  ^<  t  naXiovi  ^aX 
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Ibas  placed  herself  under  the  protection  of  another  has  not  on  that  account 
forfeited  her  character  of  apvereignty." 

But  the  assumption  of  the  ri{^t  of  jurisdiction  oirer  the  Oherokee  nation 
«nd  territory,  by  the  State  of  (Georgia,  is,  if  possible,  less  surprising  to  your 
memorialists,  than  the  extraordinary  methods  she  has  taken  of  asserting  that  ^ 
right  She  has  passed  laws  abridging  their  freedom  of  speech  on  subjects  of 
national  concernment-— a  tyranny  never  exampled  in  the  history  of  free  Go- 
vernments; she  has  deprived  these  Indians  of  the  power  of  giving  testimony  in 
her  courts  of  justice,  in  cases  where  white  men  are  parties — a  refinement  on 
the  one-sided  justice  of  the  Inquisition;  her  legisktors  have,  as  if  personally 
to  inteTest  each  individual  in  the  State  in  their  reckless  course,  sought  to  ope- 
nte  on  their  avarice  and  cupidity,  by  the  lures  of  gain  in  a  lottery  of  these 
identical  lands;  and  more  recently,  her  legislature  has  set  at  defiance  die 
civil  process  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  Union,  thus  castinj^  off 
the  last  remnant  of  moral  restraint,  and  exposing  to  the  shame  of  her  sister 
States,  and  the  contempt  of  the  world,  a  character  destitute  of  principle,  and 
governed  only  by  avaricious  lusts. 

It  is  with  pain  and  with  sorrow  that  your  memorialists  have  viewed  these 
acts.  We  had  hoped  that  the  Genius  of  Freedom,  exiled  from  the  eastern 
continent,  had,  in  this  western  world,  found  an  abiding  place  for  her  foot; 
and  that  here,  at  least,  her  banner  would  long  have  floated  over  afree  because 
virtuous  people,  and  her  white  garments  would  not  here  have  been  stained 
by  crime,  and  polluted  by  tyranny. 

If  the  times  have  gone  by  that  <<  tried  men's  souls,''  yet  we  have  fallen 
tipon  the  days  that  try  men's  principles.  Considerations  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity are  foreotten  in  the  anxiety  to  uphold  this  party,  and  keep  down  that 
We  see  official  documentjs  proofing  from  the  Executive  Department  of 
cur  National  Government  bearing  on  their  seals  the  insignia  of  party,  and  on 
their  face  a  disregard  to  treaties,  and  contempt  of  righteousness.  More  par- 
ticularly  do  we  now  allude  to  an  order  issued  by  the  War  Department,  Under 
the  date  of  May  30,  1830,  in  which  the  following  admonition  is  held  out  to 
the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians:  '<The  President  views  the  Indians  as  the 
children  of  the  Government;  he  sees  what  is  best  for  them;  and  that  a  per- 
Mverance  in  the  refusal  to  fly  the  dangers  that  surround  them  must  result  in 
their  misery  and  destruction." 

Here  do  we  see  the  President  of  the  United  States  regardless  of  one  trea- 
ty which  says; 

'^  The  said  Indians,  for  themselves  and  their  reqiective  tribes  and  towns, 
do  acknowledge  all  the  Cherokees  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States:" 

<<  The  hacthet  shall  be  for  ever  buried,  and  the  peace  given  by.  the  United 
States,  and  friendship  re-established  between  the  States  on  the  one  part,  and 
all  the  Cherokees  on  the  other,  shall  be  universal;  and  the  contracting  par- 
ties shall  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  maintain  the  peace  given  as  aforesaid, 
and  friendship  re-established." 

And  of  another  treaty,  which  provides— 

<<  The  United  States  solemnly  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee  nation  all  their 
lands  not  hereby  ceded;" 

''All  animosities  for  past  grievances  shall  henceforth  cease,  and  the  con- 
tracting parties  will  carry  the  foregoing  treaty  into  full  execuiioB  with  all 
good  £utb  i^id  sincerity." 
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And  of  yet  a  third,  which  ^gain  reiterates  the  promise  of  peace,  friendship^ 
and  protection  in  these  words: 

<'The  peace  and  friendship  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  people  are  hereby  renewed,  continued,  and  declared  perpetual:" 

<<The  treaties  subsisting  between  the  present  contracting  parties  are  ac- 
Inowlednd  to  be  of  full- and  operating  force:" 

**  The  limits  and  boundaries  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  as  stipulated  and  mark- 
ed by  the  existing  treaties  between  the  parties,  shall  be  and  remain  the  same, 
where  not  altered  by  the  present  treaty:" 

«<And  (the  United  States)  will  continue  the  guaranty  of  the  remainder  of 
their  country  for  ever,  as  made  and  contained  in  former  treaties." 

Here  do  we  see  the  chief  magistrate  and  first  executive  officer  of  the 
Union  throwing  aside  these  repeated  and  solemn  guaranteies,  for  the  main- 
t^ianee  of  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  has  been  pledged,  and  its  character 
staked,  and  telling  this  confiding  and  persecuted  people — Depart  or  abide,  at 
your  peril. 

These  things  grieve  us.  The  hatchet  has  been  dug  up;  and  if  we  turn 
to  use  it  amengit  ourselves,  the  curse  be  upon  him  whose  avarice  would  not 
let  it  lay  boried. 

In  oondusion,  your  memorialists  pray,  that,  in  whatever  shape  the  question 
of  our  Indian  relations  may  come  before  your  honorable  bodies  during  your 
present  session,  such  consideration  only  may  be  given  it,  as  shall  preserve 
inviolate  the  pledged  faith  of  the  nation;  and  such  consideration,  too,  as  can 
be  sanctioned  by  the  high  principles  of  justice  and  humanity. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  j^ay. 
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REPORT 

THE  SECRBTABY  OP  THE  TREASURY, 


m/t  siaiemeni  qf  all  lands  acquired  by  the  United  Slates  In  satisfaction 
t>f  debts  due  them,  showing  where  those  lands  He^  the  sums  allowed 
for  thtmy  and  their  probable  value;  made  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
hiiion  qf  the  Senate. 


FEBRtTABT  14,  1831. 
Read,  and  t>rdered  to  be  printed. 


Treasitrt  Departheut, 

February  14,  1831. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  May» 
,  1830,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  <<  report  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  ii€oit  session  of  Congress,  a  statement  of  all  the  lands  which  have  been 
acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States,  in  satisfaction  of  debts  due  to 
the  United  States;  also,  where  said  lands  are  situated,  the  sums  allowed  for . 
them,  and  their  probable  value,"  I  have  the  honor  tq  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  which  contains  the  information  required,  as 
far  as  the  same  is  at  present  known  to  the  Department. 
I  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

i  Very  respectfully, 

I  '  ¥our  ob^ient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Secretary  qfthe  Treasury, 

The  Hon.  the  Pbesxpent  of  the  Senate  U.  S. 


Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Tbeasubt^ 

February  II,  18SV 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States^ 
pMwd  oo  the  80th  May,  1830,  <*  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report 
to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  statement  of  all  the  lands 
whid)  have  been  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States,  in  satisfac-' 
tion  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States;  alaOf  where  such  lands  are  avlualei^ 
ihe  mims  a}}oired /or  tAem,  and  /Aeir  probable  value,'*  which  you  referrv^^A 
49  Ms  oJBe^  I  bare  the  honor  to  ley  before  yoa  the  annexed  *'  stalemetvt  o? 
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lands  which  have  been  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States,  in  n* 
tisfaction  of  debts  due  to  the  Uiuted  States.''   The  information  contained  m 
it  has  been  principally  collected  from  reports  to  this  office,  made  in  answer 
to  a  circular  issued  on  the  lOtH  of  September  last     That  circular  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  United  States'  attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks  of  the  sevenl 
districts  of  the  tlnited  States;  to  collectors  of  the  customs,  of  internal  duties 
and  direct  taxes,  and  such  other  persons  as  it  was  supposed  might  probably 
be  trustees  or  have  charge  of  the  property  in  question.     There  is  no  doubt 
that  some  persons  have  been  t>mitted,  who  could  give  additional  informa- 
tion.    The  statement,  however,  hereto  annexed,  contains  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  has  been  practicable  hitherto  to  obtain.     From  this  it  appears 
that  the  aggregate  amount  of  property  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United 
States,  in  satisfaction  of  debts,  as  valued  at  the  time  it  was  set  off  or  secured  to 
them,  is  9406,418  03.     The  present  value  of  the  property,  as  estimated  by 
the  persons  making  report  of  it,  is  only  10236,632  70,  showing  a  probable  loss 
of  0169,585  33. 

I  have  the  hoiior  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY, 
Solicitor  oftkt  Trtasury. 
To  the  Hon.  Sabtttel  D.  Ingham, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LANDS 
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Dolls,  cts. 

600  00 

700  00 
NotsUted 

2,500  00 

Appraised 

value. 

* 

'Dolls,  cts. 

Not  stated 

Do 
Do 

8,316  00 

Trustees  or  agents. 

Udolpho  Wolfe  & 
S.B.  H.  Judah,  of 
the  city  of  N.York 

1 

• 

c 

> 

City  of  N.  York 

Do 

Newburg 

• 

City  of  N.  York 

• 
• 

c 

3 
O 

U 

^ew  York 

Do 
Orange 
New  York 

Do 

• 

CO 

i     • 

>*       o  o  o           o 
^      PPQ          P 

Tracts  of  land,  &c. 

2  lots  of  ground,  20  feet  front  by 

100  deep,  9ih  ward 
1  lot  of  ground.  No.  12,  Ridge  street 
1      do     50  feet  front  by  330  deep 
Sundry  tracts  of  land  and  personal 

property,  described  and  set  forth 

m  three  assignments 
Certain  leasehold  property,  situate 

in  Orange  street,  in  8th  ward 

u 
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(o)  Hugh  K.  Toler 

(5)  Dominick  Lynch, 
Henry  Lynch,  and  Sa- 
.rah  ]>a 

(c)  Joel  Wolfe.Mordecai 
Marks,  and  John  W . 
Forbes 
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STATEMENT-^ontinued. 


RECAP  rrULATION. 


T 


Amount  in  the  State  of  Maine 

^  New  Hampshire 

Malsachusetts     - 
Connecticut 
,    New  York  -    ■ 

New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Virginia 

North  Carolina   - 
Ohio 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
/        Georgia  - 
Indiana  • 
Illinois    - 
Alabafena 
Missouri 
Michigfan 
Pistrict  ^f  Columbia 


Aggregate  amount 


Appraised  value. 


15,617  24 
1 ,696  52 

31.966  92 
2,100  00 

42,775  29 
84,959  06 

10.967  63 
20,698  80 
11,322  00 
11,045  74 

.1,590  00 

Not  stated 

6,700  00 

1,692  24 

61 ,420  00 

698  29 

23,907  08 

54,359  55 

5.860  54 

17.041  58 


Dolls,  cts. 


Present 
by  estim 


406,418  03 


Dolls 


6,5! 

1,21 

13.71 

4 

r.n 

9,9, 
11,5, 
17,6! 

9.2 
10, 5( 

1,51 
Not^ 
12.9( 

2.0( 

61,45 

6< 

16,51 

46,82 

6G 

6,29 


236,83 


21st  6oNORXS%  r    ^^    1 

iUi  Session, 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Februaat  15,  1831. 


Ur.  KNiOHTmade  the  following  report;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

The  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Senate^  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  ofS.  4*  ^«  Meeteer^  praying  for  an  alteration  of 
the  mode  qf procuring  paper  used  in  the  printing  for  Congress^  report: 

The  committeei  on  a  cursory  investigation!  believe  a  large  sum,  compared 
irith  the  amount  expended,  might  be  saved  in  the  printing  for  Congress  and 
the  several  Departments  of  the  Government,  by  an  alteration  of  the  system 
or  mode  of  performing  that  service.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  memorial  refer- 
red to  the  committee  is  confined  to  a  proposition  to  furnish  paper  for  the 
printing  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  only,  they  do  not  consider  thennselves 
iirthorized  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  subject  of  printing  generally,  but 
will  leave  that  for  further  consideration  and  investigation  at  a  proper  season. 
The  memorialists  state  that  a  better  quality  of  papcT  than  thi^t  now  used  can 
be  furnished  at  25  to  93^  per  cent  less  than  the  price  now  allowed  in  the 
odmate  for  public  printing.  Of  this  fact  the  committee  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  The  memorialists  are  manufacturers  of  the  article,  and  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  prices,  eost,  quality,  s^pd  material  used,  and  of  all  the 
&ets  stated,  and  of  their  ability  to  perform  9II  contracts  made  by  them. 
But  the  public  printer  having  been  elected  for  the  next  Congress  under  the 
existing  law,  your  committee  believe  it  to  be  supererogation  for  Congress 
to  interfere  at  this  time  with  any  contract  appertaining  to  him,  or  to  pro- 
cure the  paper  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the  work,  even  if  it  could 
be  done  at  a  less  price  or  che2q)er  rate.  They,  therefore,  ^sk  leave  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  this  memorial. 


%d  Sesston. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES* 

FSBBUAAT  16,  1831. 


Mr.  BicxBRflON  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  whom  weuf  referred  the  bill  (S.  14?) 
to  reduce  and  fix  the  duties  on  sugars  imported  into  the  United  States f 
have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report: 

That^  in  making  Up  their  opinions  upon  this  subject,  they  have  not  the 
aid  of  any  petitions,  remonstrances,  or  documents  of  any  kind,  to  show  the 

(necessity  or  propriety  of  reducing  the  duties  on  sugars^in  accordance  With  the 
jrovisions  of  the  bill  submitted  to  them. 
Their  attention,  however,  has  been  called  to  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  19th  of 
hst  month.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  Cane,  and  the 
manufacture  and  refinement  of  sugar.  In  this  they  find  much  information^ 
obtained  from  sources  on  which  great  reliance  may  be  placed,  showing  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  present  duties  upon  sugars. 

The  duty  of  two  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  upon  brown  sugar,  when  Wd 
obtained  Louisiana,  was  evidently  imposed  for  revenue  alone;  during  the  late 
war  it  was  doubled  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  Under  these  duties,  how- 
ever, the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar  gi%w  up  to 
t  degree  of  importance,  that  well  merited  the  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature;  and  in  1816  the  duty  was  fixed  at  three  cents  per  pound,  ha 
this  exceeds  the  duty  laid  before  Louisiana  was  obtained,  by  half  a  cent  per 
pound,  it  may  be  considered  that  the  duty  has  been  increased  to  that  amount 
for  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  one  of  the  most  important  products 
of  agriculture  and  manofacture  which  this  country  can  boast  of. 

Small  as  this  additional  duty  was,  its  efiects  haVe  been  very  decided  and 
extensive.  It  has  diverted  a  large  portion  of  the  capital  and  labor,  heretofore 
les9  profitably  employed  in  producing  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  to  the  pro- 
duction of  sugary  thereby  relieving,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  cultivators  of 
tiK)se  articles  from  the  pressure  created  by  over  production. 

It  ap|>ears  that  a  capital  of  about  forty-five  millions  of  dollars  is  Invested 
in  establishments  for  raising  the  sugar  cane,  and  for  manufacturing  sUgar  and 
molasses,  in  Louisiana  alone.  That  the  produce  of  these  establish meuts 
amounted  in  the  year  18^B  to  87,965  hogsheads  of  sugqr,  which  is  nearly 
tvro-thirds  of  all  the  sugar  consumed  in  the  United  States.  That  the  pro- 
duce of  the  crops  of  1830,  in  Louisiana^  is  estimated  at  100,000  hogsheads^ 
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.  And  it  is  further  estimated  that  we  have  land  enough,  proper  for  the  cultivi. 
tion  of  sugar,  to  yield  a  suflScient  supply  of  this  article,  for  the  entire  coq- 
f  umption  of  the  United  States  for  fifty  years  to  come. 

This  exhibits  the  most  satisfactory,  evidence  of  the  great  resources  of  our 
country,  and  of  the  untiring  indusiry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens;  and  it 
is  a  circumstance  no  less  gratifying,  that,  while  our  establishments  £or  pro- 
ducing sup;ar  have  been  rapidly  increasing,  the  price  of  the  article  has  been 
constantly  decreasing;  and  sugar,  i;\  hich  five  years  ago  sold  in  our  markets  foi 
ten  cents  per  pound,  is  now  selling  for  six  cents  per  pound.  The  competi- 
tion between  the  foreign  and  domestic  production  has  reduced  and  kept 
down  the  price,  as  well  in  our  own  markets  as  in  the  markets  of  the  islands 
from  which  we  make  importations;  so  that,  without  doubt,  the  consumer, 
both  here  and  there,  purchases  the  article  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  he  could  do 
if  no  more  sugar  was  produced  i^  the  United  States  now  than  was  produced 
in  the  year  1816. 

The  price  of  sugar  will  still  continue  to  fall,  if,  as  many  believe,  the  pro- 
fit of  capital  invested  in  establishments  for  producing  sugar  is  greater  thaa 
the  capital  employed  in  the  production  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco;  for  iht 
capital  employed  in  the  latter  establinhments  will-  be  transferred  to  the  fo^ 
mer,  until  there  shall  be  an  equality  of  profits  among  them.  Increased  pro- 
duction will  increase  competition  in  our  markets,  which  must  end  in  a  re- 
duction 6f  prices. 

The  producers  of  sugar  believe,  and  with  good  reason,  that  a  reduction  of 
the  duties  upon  .foreign  sugar  would  be  destructive  of  the  investments  which 
they  have  been  invited  to  make  by  the  laws  of  Congress.  The  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  the  protection  of  the  additional  half  cent  duty 
upon  sugar  would  be  lost,  should  that  protection  be  withdrawn,  and  should 
the  duty  he  reduced  to  one  cent  per  pound  Upon  brown  sugar,  agreeably  to  the 
last  section  of  the  bill;  it  would  carry  ruin  to  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens, 
who  have  invested  their  capital  in  sugar  plantations;  and  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  lo^s  of  property  to  the  amount  of  many  millions  of  dollars. 

As  the  production  of  sugar  in  the  United  Slates  is  now  in  a  train  of  success- 
ful experiment,  the  committee  thiuk  it  would  be  contrary  to  every  princi- 
ple of  sound  policy  to  check  its  progress  by  removing  the  cause  of  its  pros- 
Eirity^  T^hey  consider  the  production  of  this,  article,  even  if  confined  to 
ouisiana  alone,  as  one  of  national  importance;  and  one  in  which  every 
State  in  the  Union  has  a  deep  interest 

All  who  furnish  the  capital  and  labor,  the  steam  engines,  mills,  kettles, 
tools,  carts,  wi|gons,  ploughs,  horses,  mules,  oxen,  pork,  beef,  fish ,  corn, 
flour,  and  other  pro visious,  and  all  articles  of  clothing  necessary  for  thos^ 
engaged  in  the  production  of  sugar — all  these  participate  in  the  advantages  of 
this  important  branch  of  industry.  This  renders  Louisiana  dependent  up- 
on the  southern  and  western  States  for  a  part  of  her  capital,  labor,  and  8up* 
plies,  and  the  middle  and  eastern  States  for  a  large  portion  of  the  residue, 
and  every  ,  State  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  dependent  upon  Louisiana  for 
an  article  indispensably  necessary  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  Union. 

This  mutual  dependence,  which  cannot  fail  to  attach  by  the  strongest  tie^the 

most  southerly  member  of  the  confederation  to  those  of  the  south,  the  north, 

snd  the  west,  is  a  consideration  of  high  importance  in  a  political  point  of 

vj'eiv,  when  we  are  admonished  by  the  signs  oCthe  times  to  strengthen  and 

Jtot  to  weaken  the  amicable  relationa  aiaon^tiieS\A\A&. 
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Th«  tfnosportation  of  domestic  sugar  is  already  an  object  of  great  import- 
ance to  our  commerce  and  navigation.  To  supply  the  middle  and  eastern 
States  with  this  article  from  New  Orleans  requires  as  much  shipping  as  to 
obtain  it  from  the  West  Indies,  and  afTords  to  the  shipper  as  good  a  profit  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  But  the  profits  of  the  trade,  if  carried  on  with 
the  West  Indies,  must  be  divided  between  the  merchants  ot  the  two  coun- 
tries, while,  if  it  is  carried  on  with  New  Orleans,  the  whole  profit  must  re- 
main with  our  own  citizens. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  permanent  duties  upon  sugars  shall  be  such  as 
might  have  been  levied  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July,  17S9,  that  is,  three 
cents  per  pound  upon  loaf  sugar,  and  one  cent  per  pound  upon  brown  sugar. 
This,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  i?  a  bill  for  raising  reve- 
nue upon  sugar,  as  much  so  as  it  would  be  if  no  duties  had  heretofore  been 
laid  upon  this  article.     A  bill  imposing  duties  upon  articles  of  importation, 
whether  such  duties  shall  be  greater  or  less  than  those  established  by  pre- 
existing laws,  is  equally  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  and  can  only  originate  in 
tbe  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee,  therefpre,  direct  that  the  billxeferred  to  them  be  report-, 
ed  without  amendment,  and  that  their  chairman,  at  the  proper  time,  move 
for  its  indefinite  postponement. 


••  • 


StdSeuion.  L  ^^  J 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


February  16, 1831, 

ft«id,  coBcarred  inland  ordered  that  it  be  printed,  and  that  1000  additional  copaet  be  fitr- 

nisbed  for  the  use  of  tbe  Senate. 


Mr.  WooDBURTy  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce^  made  the  followiog 

REPORT : 

Tfit  Committee  on  Commerce^  to  whom  was  re/erred  a  resolution  con- 
cerning our  present  consular  system^  ask  leave  to  report: 

That  the  same  subject  was  submitted  to  their  consideration  at -the  last 
■easion  of  Congress,  and  information  in  relation  to  it  requested  from  the 
State  Department  The  reply  not  having  been  ready,  in  all  its  parts,  at 
that  session,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  letter,  marked  A,  the  committee 
deemed  it  expedient  to  make  no  report,  till  further  intelligence  could  be 
obtained  and  presented . 

The  same  reasons  have  operated  during  the  present  session,  till  the  re- 
ceipt of  tbe  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of  February  1st, 
1831,  marked  B,  with  the  documents  referred  to  in  J^e  schedule  annexed' 
tc  the  letter. 

The  auhjeei  being  one  of  much  commercial  importance,  and  on  which  it 
as  desirable  to  ascertain  public  opinion  before  any  essential  change  is  made, 
the  committee,  at  this  late  period  in  the  session,  do  not  de^m  it  useful  to 
express  a  decisive  conviction  on  the  several  changes  proper  to  be  adopted; 
Iwi  they  respectfully  recommend,  that  the  subject  be  postponed  to  the  next 
Congress,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  1000  extra  copies  of  this  report,  and 
the  documents  herewith  presented,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  th^  Senate. 


r''' 


A. 

Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Chairman  qf  the  Committee 
m  Commerce,  relative  to  the  consular  establishment  of  the  United 
States  abroad f  ^c. 

DfiPABTMENT  OP  StATC; 

Washington^  lOlh  February^  IS30, 

Su:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  on 
tWierce,  of  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  which  y6u  have  propos- 
^to  this  Department  in  their  behalf,  by  your  note  of  the  2d  of  January,  that 
^  lees  which  our  consuls  are  authorized  to  chaq^e  for  services  rendered  by 
^  in  tbe  regular  disch^i^  of  their  official  duties,  are  aot  well  ie&ii^^  \^7 
iMr^iod  that^  eoimequeatly,  no  uniform  rule  is  believed  to  be  obiei^td\ii 
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Inference  to  those  which  are  severally  demanded  and  exacted  by  them  tor 
such  services^  some  consuls  charging  more  and  some  less  for  the  perform* 
anceof  the  same  specific  acts:  that  this  circumstance  is  found  to  be  produc- 
tiye  of  great  inconrenience  and  embarrassment  to  the  consuls  themselves,  | 
as  well  as  to  the  captains  and  supercargoes  of  American  shipping  frequenting 
foreign  ports;  and  forcibly  indicates  the  necessity  of  the  establishment  of  some 
fixed  and  judicious  standard,  by  legislative  enactment,  for  the  regulation  of 
such  feeSi  and  all  consular  charges  and  commissions.  This  dissimilitude 
in  practice  leads,  likewise,  in  many  instances,  to  unpleasant  collisions  be- 
tween these  agents  of  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States  and  their  fellow- 
citizens  resorting  to  their  several  districts,  and  to  endless  criminations  aad 
recriminations  on  both  sides;  and  it  tends,  also,  in  no  small  degree,  to  in- 
jure the  national  character  of  the  United  States  in  the  estimation  of  foreign 
ers,  and  to  bring  the  consular  institution  of  this  Government,  which  was  de- 
signed for  the  protection  of  the  rights  and  Interests  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
engaged  in  the  laudable  pursuit  of  a  legitimate  trade  under  the  flag  of  their 
own  country,  into  disrepute.  If  the  measure  suggested,  of  establishing  by 
law  a  fixed  and  uniform  standard  for  the  regulation  of  consular  fees,  charges, 
and  comtinissions,  should  be  acceptable  to  the  committee,  I  would  respect- 
fully, in  that  case,  submit  to  its  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable, before  any  final  step  is  taken  in  relation  to  it,  that  this  Department 
should  ascertain  the  discrepancies  which  actually  prevail,  in  regard  to  the 
fees,  charges,  and  comqii^^ions  claimed  and  demanded  at  the  several  consu- 
lates of  the  United  States.  At  present,  it  is  impossible  to  state  at  all  in  de- 
tail, or  with  any  accuracy,  what  those  discrepancies  are,  since  it  is  made  no 
part  of  the  dMty  of  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  to  exhibit  statements  of 
their  official  emolume^ts  to  this  or  any  other  Department  of  the  Government 
We  only  know,  generally,  from  occasional  appeals  to  this  Department  on  the 
part  of  individuals  who  think  thep^selves  aggrieved  by  the  consular  charge 
exacted  of  them  at  particular  ports  varying  ^om  those  which  are  required  at 
others,  that  those  discrepancies  do  exist. 

The  consuls  at  some  of  the  principal  foreign  ports  might,  at  the  same 
time,  be  instructed  to  furnish  this  Department  with  such  views  as  their  ob- 
servations and  experience  may  suggest  to  them  as  useful  and  necessary,  with 
regard  to  th^  consqlar  system  of  the  United  States  generally;  and  to  indicate 
such  alterations  as  shall  appear  to  them  conducive  to  its  amendment  and  im- 
provement    It  seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  this  system  is  sus- 
ceptible of  great  and  beneficial  changes;  but  in  what  respects,  my  experi- 
ence does  not  enable  me  to  point  out,  in  the  manner  or  to  the  extent  which 
might  be  useful  to  the  committee  or  satisfactory  to  myself:  the  other  import- 
ant duties  incident  to  the  charge  of  this  Department,  of  a  more  urgent  na- 
ture, having  almost  exclusively  occupied  my  attention  since  I  was  entrusted 
with  it,  and  left  me  but  very  little  time  to  devote  to  this  highly  necessary 
and  interesting  branch  of  the  public  business.     If,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  committee  to  recommend  that  a  revision  of 
the  consular  system,  generally,  or  of  the  practice  which  prevails  with  re- 
gard **  to  the  fees  and  charges  of  American  consuls,''  should  be  postponed 
till  the  next  session  of  Congress,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  work 
may  then  be  entered  upon  much  more  advantageously  than  at  the  present 
time,  without  the  lights  to  be  then  derived  from  the  communications  of  the 
consulBm  question,  in  compliance  with  the  proposed  reference  to  them;  and 
M  respectfully  advise  the  committee,  for  t)ua  T«aacm9\A  i^noxam^ud  to  the 
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Stenite  ^  postponement  of  the  whole  subject  accordingly,  till  thci  next  session 
of  Congress. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  I  beg  leave  to  furnish  the  committee  with 
the  extract  of  a  letter  lately  received  at  this  Department  frdm  Mr.  John 
McPhersoo,  our  consul  at  Carthagena,  in  Colombia,  together  with  k  topy  of 
the  observations  to  which  he  refers,  Containing  his  Views  in  regard  to  th^ 
ntuation  of  consuls  of  the  United  States,  particularly  in  South  America^ 
and  affording  much  valuable  information  in  respect  to  the  general  objects  of 
the  inquiry  of  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAlfi  BUllER 
Levi  Woodbury,  Esq. 

Chairman  Comm.  o/Cantmerde^  Senate* 


DEPARTMENrr  of  Stath^ 

Waahingtarij  February  1,  1831. 

StR:  Conformably  with  the  plan  indicated  by  the  letter  which  t  did  mv-* 
self  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  9th  of  February,  last  year,  upon  thei 
subject  of  the  inquiry  which  you  had  proposed  to  this  Department,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fees  which  our  .consuls  were  authorised  to  charge  for  service!^ 
rendered  by  them  in  the  regular  discharge  of  their  oflScial  duties,  and  which 
was  understood  to  haVe  met  with  the  approbation  of  your  committee,  I  ad- 
dressed, on  the  10th  of  June  following,  a  circular  letter  to  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  principal  ports  where  we  have,  such  agents,  a  copy  of^ 
which  accompanies  this  communication,  directing  them  to  transmit  to  this 
Department  statements  of  the  description  required,  with  regard  to  the  fee^ 
of  ofiBce  which  they  were  respectively  in  the  habit  of  charging,  together 
with  such  observations  and  suggestions  as  might  be  calculated,  in  their  judg-* 
ments,  to  lead  to  useful  alterations  and  convenient  improvements  in  the) 
eonsular  system,  generally,  of  the  United  States. 

Agreeably  to  these  instructions,  detailed  and  full  reports  have  been  mado 
by  most  of  those  consuls  to  this  Department,  containing  the  information, 
particularly  desired  by  the  committee,  with  regafd  to  the  fees  demanded  by 
them  for  the  performance  of  official  services  in  their  several  district^,  and 
aaaoy  valuable  suggestions  and  observations  derived  from  their  experience 
and  situations,  pointing  out  the  defects  of  the  existing  system,  and  recom- 
meifding  alterations,  which,  in  their  judgments,  are  calculated  to  remedy 
these  defects,  and  to  improve  that  system. 

These  reports  were  referred  to  Mr^  Daniel  Strobel,  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Bordeaux,  who  happened  to  be  in  this  capital  at  the  time  of  their 
reeeipt,  as  he  still  is,  with  a  request  that  he  would  give  them  a  cafeful  ex-* 
aminatioQ,  and  recommend  such  a  plan  to  this  Dq)artment,  as  the  result  of 
that  examination,  and  his  own  intelligence  and  great  ei^perience,  might  sug-^ 
gest  tO|him  as  best  calculated  to  produce  a  radical  improvement  \n  the  %y  v 
tern,  and  to  render  ihe  consular  establishment  of  the  United  States  mote  eSi- 
nentandrespectabh;  and  I  know  not  how  I  cm  better  comply  with  lYvc  miikwi* 
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of  your  committee  y  and  the  views  of  this  Department  upon  the  sabject,  than 
by  furnishing  the  committee  with  the  report  itself,  which  Mr.  Strobel  has 
inade  to  this  Department,  together  with  the  consular  letters  which  were  refer- 
red to  him.,  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  transmit  them  to  you  for  that  purpose^ 
If  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Strobel  should  be  deemed  at  all  useful,  I  am  au- 
thorized to  state  that  it  will  give  him  pleasure  to  wait  upon  the  committee  j 
at  any  time  which  they  may  please  to  appoint.  '  - 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  i 

With  great  respect,  Sir,    .  '■ 

Your  obedient  humble  servant,  i 

M.  VAN  BUREN.        ■ 

Levi  Woodbubt,  Esq.  ■ 

Chairman  Comm.  on  Commereej  Senate  U.  S.  s^ 


C. 
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Mr.  StrobePs  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  consular  j- 

Jeesj  fyc.  fyc. 


Washington,  January^  1831. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  letter  you  did  me  'c 
the  honor  of  addressing  me  on  the  28th  November  last,  (accompanied  by  ie 
the  statements  of  certain  consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  circi^  \ 
lar  from  the  Department  of  State,  of  the  9th  of  June  previous,  and,  also,  by  i 
a  copy  of  that  circular,)  whereby  it  is  intimated  that  it  is  desirable  I  should  d 
communicate  to  the  Department  whatever  information  my  experience  might  q 
enable  me  to  afford  concerning  several  points  of  our  consular  system  which  1 
are  supposed  to  require  the  action  of  Congress,  I  have  examined  the  state^  li 
ments  of  the  consuls;  from  all  which,  and  from  my  own  impressions,  I  have  n 
taken  the  following  views  of  some  points  relating  to  the  subject,  and  have  i 
suggested  certain  alterations  in  respect  to  it,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  j 
tend  to  ameliorate  our  imperfect  system.  They  are,  therefore,  respectfully  \ 
submitted  for  your  consideration.  j 

It  would  certainly  be  extremely  desirable  to  adopt  some  system,  for  the  \ 
remuneration  of  the  consuls,  different  from  that  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
vailefd,  and  which,,  whilst  it  affords  them  no  adequate  compensation  for 
the  expenses  they  are  at,  and  the  trouble  and  loss  of  time  they  incur,  has 
the  inconvenience  of  occasioning  the  discrepancies  observed  in  their  re- 
spective charges,  and  the  complaints  that  may  have  been  made,  on  that  and 
on  other  grounds,  as  well  on  their  part  as  on  the  part  of  others.  But  it 
does  not  seem  feasible  to  devise  any  general  pikn  for  remunerating  them  by 
means  ot/ees,  which,  in  its  operation,  should  be  free  from  great  inequali- 
ties, and  from  some  degree  of  injustice  towards  the  parties  concerned. 

Among  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  who,  time  out  of  mind,  haFe 
possessed  consular,  establishments,  and  have  derived  important  advantages 
from  them,  two  systems  seemed  to  have  prevailed.  One,  to  appoint  their 
consuls  from  among  opuletit  merchants  of  their  respective  nations,  perma^ 
nentlv  residing  in  foreign  ports,  to  whom  they  grant  no  further  remunera- 
tion than  what  is  derived  from  certain  fees;  the  other,  to  compensate  their 
eonsula  by  means  of  salaries,  and  a  less  numbec  of  fees,  and  not  permittkig 
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them  to  trade.  Those  who  follow  tbeformerare  the  Dutch,  Danes,  Swedes^ 
and  Hanseatic  towns,  whilst  the  latter  system  is  adopted  by  Great  Britain^ 
France,  Spain,  Portiigpl,  Russia,  and,  generally,  by  all  the  '.principal  com- 
mereial  States. 

From  those  two  systems  we  have  to  make  our  selection.  Hitherto,  we^ 
have  imitated  the  Dutch  and  some  of  the  northern  powers;^  and  provided 
that,  like  them,  we  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  possessing  opulent  commer- 
cial houses  of  our  nation,  permanently  established  in  the  ports  to  which  ' 
we  trade,  from  among  whom  consuls  could  be  selected,  capable,  from  their 
local  standing,  of  adding  to,  as  well  as  of  receiving  from,  their  oificial  charac- 
ter some  degree  of  consideration,  it  might  perhaps  prove  an  eligible  sys- 
tem for  us  also;  but  wanting  what  they  possess,  in  the  stability  and  perma- 
nency of  their  oojnmercial  houses  abroad,  we  canncrt,  like  them,  select  from 
our  countrymen,  settled  in  foreign  countries,  persons  whose  circumstane^ 
enable  them  to  hold  the  offices  of  consuls,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
situation  as  they  ought  to  be  performed,  for  the  slender  and  precarious  emolu- 
ments to  be  derived  from  a  few  fees.  Accordingly,  experience  has  demon- 
strated, that,  with  here  and  there  an  exception,  our  consulates  have  proved 
injurious  to  most  of  the  individuals  who  have  unwarily  gone  out  to  occupy 
them,  and  have  done  so  under  erroneous"^ impressions  of  their  value  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  which  has  plunged  inany  of  them  into  difficulties- 
and  embarrassments;  whilst  the  struggles  and  shifts  that  some  among  them 
are  consequently  compelled  to  make  u>r  a  livelihood,  are  often  of  a  nature 
to  derogate  from  their  official  character,  and  to  injure  its  efficacy. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  a  public  functionary,  residing  in  a  foreign  land, 
and  in  circums^nces  so  dependent  as  not  to  be  able  to  provide  for  himself 
and  family  the  decent  comforts  of  life,  is  not  likely  to  enjoy  the  considera- 
tion doe  to  his  public  station.  His  intercourse  with  the  local  authorities, 
and  with  the  resident  functionaries  of  other  nations,  instead  of  being  free 
and  familiar,  as  it  ought  to  be  on  public  groands,  is  stiff ^/id  formal;  and 
instead  of  mixing  in  the  society  of  persons  with  whom  it  \s  expedient  he 
should  appear  on  terms  o(  apparent  equality,  he*  is  comppiled  (o  retire  in- 
to a  species  of  obscurity,  prejudicial  to  the  service  on  which  he  is  employed.- 
Too  many  of  our  consuls  are  in  that  predicament.  The  consciousness  of 
their  precarious  and  dependent  situations,  and  of  the  effects  it  produces  on 
the  communities  where  they  reside,  is  excited  at  each  moment,  and  by  every 
thing  that  surrounds  them;  and  the  anxious  feelings  it  necessarily  occasions 
cannot  but  tend  to  depress  their  activity,  cramp  their  exertions,  and  abate 
the  desire  they  feel  to  render  their  agency  as  serviceable  to  the  State  as  it 
would  really  prove  if  they  were  more  at  their  ease. 

Having  adverted  to  the  diffieulty,  in  the  way  of  assimikting  our  system' 
to  that  of  the  Dutch  and  some  other  of  the  northern  States,  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely glad  if  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  suggest  any  usefol  alteration  in  that' 
feature  of  it  which  remunerates  our  consuls,  by  means  of  fees,  for  the  offi- 
cial services  they  render  to  our  shipping;  huir  owing  to  the  nature,  num- 
ber, and  more  or  lesf  importance,  of  sueh  services  varying  in  the  different 
countries  or  ports  where  they  are  required  to  be  performed,  (on  account  of 
their  several  local  laws,  police,  port  regulations,  &t,)  it  would  hardly  be 
possible,  I  think,  to  establish  any  fixed  rules  on  tliat  subject,  which  would 
not  be  found  defective,  and  occasion,  as  heretofore,. discontent  and.com- 

tlaint;  and,  therefore,  if  any  other  plan  for  remunerating  the  consuls  could 
e  subsiitutwl,  which  wauld  do  away  witk  the  present  pracUa«  oC  qVv«x^\x% 
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for  official  certificates,  acts,  or  other  services,  Xomtzsters^  supercargoet^  ct 
others^  belonging  to  vessels  whilst  in  port^'ii  would  be  likely  to  coDteot 
all  parties,  and  would  certainly  add  considerably  to  tbe*official  respectability 
of  the  consuls,  by  preventing  the  bickerings  and  disputes,  in  relation  to  their 
charges,  which  occur  between  them  and  many  of  the  masters  and  owners  of 
our  vessels;  some  of  whom  being  apt  to  complain  without  any  real  canse. 

Perhaps  a  consular  due,  which  shall  entitle  the  master  and  every  other 
individual  attached  to  a  vessel  in  port  to  all  the  official  services  of  the 
consul,  whilst  there,  would  prove  the  most  eligible  substitute  for  the  present 
practice  of  remunerating  these  services;  and  its  amount  might  be  fixed  at 

— : per  ton,  according  to  her  register.     This  mode  of  compensatiog 

the  consuls  would  be  attended  with  the  following  advantages: 

1st.  It  would  establish,  beyond  all  dispute^  the  amount  payable  to  the 
consuls  by  each  vessel,  and  be  the  means  of  restoring  and  maintarninga 
degree  of  harmony  and  good  feeling  between  them  and  the  masters,  and 
others  concerned  in  our  vessels,  which  their  angry  discussions,  in  relation  to 
fees  and  such  like  charges,  have  unhappily  interrupted,  to  the  discredit  of 
all  parties,  and  of  their  common  country. 

2d.  It  would  enable  the  Government  to  ascertain,  from  the  gemi-annual 
returns  of  the  consuls,  the  exact  amount  of  the  receipts  of  each  for  official 
services  rendered  to  our  shipping,  and  the  total  expense  of  the  latter  for 
consular  aid  and  protection;  which  would  be  a  useful  guide  on  all  future 
occasions  similar  to  the  present. 

3d.  It  would  apportion  that  expense  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  Vessel;  which,  in  justice,  oueht  to  be  the  rule.  At  present,  ue  largest 
vessel  pays  no  more  to  the  consul  than  the  smallest,  which  is  a  hardship  on 
the  latter,  and  is  certainly  not  equitable.. 

The  compensation,  in  this  shape,  ought,  however,  to  be  a  liberal  one;  for 
it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  any  man  of  competent  qu^iiications  for 
exercising  the  functions  of  a  consul,  and  residing  in  a  foreign  land,  where 
he  is  confimonly  at  a  much  greater  expense  than  at  home,  could  be  constant- 
ly at  his  post  to  fulfil  hi^  duty  at  a  moment's  warning,  as  he  ought  to  be, 
without  receiving  something  approaching  to  an  adequate  compensation 
therefor;  and  it  appears  unjust  to  exact  it  of  him  for  the  benefit  of  the 
masters  and  owners  of  our  vessels  alone,  some  of  whom  even  complain  that 
they  are  held  to  pay  any  charge  whatever  to  the  consuls,  alleging,  that,  as 
public  agents,  on  a  national  service,  it  is  the  province  of  the  Government  to 
remunerate  them  as  scnne  other  Governments  do  theirs. 

Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  establish  a  regulation  similar  to  that 
above  alluded  to,  the  remuneration  should  be  considered  as  a  compensatioti 
for  consular  duties  performed  only  and  exclusively  for  services  rendered 
to  vessels  in  port,  and*  as  not  including  the  cost  of  notarial  and  other  acts, 
which  are  not  obligatory  on  the  parties  either  to  demand  or  to  furnish,  but 
are  matters  of  private  convenience  to  both.  It  would  not  be  unreasonable, 
or  objectionable,  were  the  consul  (when  acting  as  a  notary)  to  exact  the 
double,  for  all  such  acts,  of  what  would  be  demanded  by  the  native  notary, 
whose  documents  require  to  be  translated  and  authenticated,  and  am  attended 
with  other  expenses,  from  all  which  the  consuls  are  free.*  Besides  which, 
a  good  deal  of  trouble,  perplexity,  and  loss  of  time,  is,  in  genera),  saved  to 
the  applicant,  by  employing  the  consul  as  a  notary  on  many  occasions;  and 

'  nfs  is  the  cus  in  all  countriei  excep^nS  GiqmI  Bnl^uvnd  bm  dt\^«»iftikc^ 
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therefore  he  consults  his  own  interest  and  Gonvenience  whenever  he  4oe9 
so.     This  matter  may  be  safely  left,  as  now,  to  the  discretion  of  the  parties. 

The  consuls  of  all  nations,  not  excepting  those  who  enjoy  salaries,  receive 
the  value  of  two  dollars  for  the  official  certihcafes  and  similar  documents, 
which  they  grant  as  well  to  their  fellow-citizens  or  subjects  as  to  all  other 
persons.  Our  consuls  may  be  allowed  to  do  the  same  as  heretofore,  except- 
ing for  their  services  to  masters,  supercargoes,  and  seamen,  in  their  respect- 
ive districts,  in  case  the  mode  I  have  suggested  for  compensating  those 
services  be  adopted. 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  considering  the  vast  extent  and  growing  im- 
portance of  our  commerce  with  foreign  countries,  and  that  we  have  not, 
nor,  on  account  of  our  speculating,  roving  dispositions,  are  likely  to  have, 
opulent  merchants  permanently  established  in  the  ports  visited  by  our 
ves^iels  from  whom  we  could  select  persons  properly  qualified  to  fill  the 
consular  station,  and^in  circumstances  which  would  enable  them  to  attend 
to  its  duties  for  a  slight  remuneration  derivable  from  a  few  favors,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  imitate  the  British  and 
other  nations,  who  grant  certain  salaries  to  their  .consuls .  in  lieu  of  any 
charges  on  their  shipping  interest,  interdicting  them  from  trading — an  in- 
terdiction fraught  with  considerable  advantages;  among  others,  as  tending 
to  ensure  the  interests  of  the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels,  and  of  the 
merchants  generally,  against  the  effects  of  partiality  or  favoritism;  for  the 
consul  who  trades  cannot  be  expected  to  be  always  free  from  the  universal 
bias  which  impels  the  generality  of  men  to  favor  those  from  whom  they 
derive  advantages,  and  to  care  less  about  others.  This  very  natural  and 
irresistible  propensity  must  occasionally  interfere  with  his  full  and  impartial 
duty  to  all,  and  is,  doubtless,  the  principal  motive  for  the  rule  forbidding 
the  consuls  of  the  abovementioned  nations  from  engaging  in  trade. 

It  is  a  fact  generally  admitted  by  those  who  have  had  opportunities  for 
making  observations  and  acquiring  information  on  the  subject,  th^t  the  duty 
of  the  consul,  and  the  interest  of  the  merchant,  where  the  twq  characters 
are  united  m  the  same  individual,  are,  in  many  cases,  totally  irreconcilable; 
and  is  particularly  so  in  regard  to  the  American  consul  who  is  also  a  mer- 
chant .A  very  extensive  observation  made  by  myself  in  the  principal  com- 
mercial ports  of  Europe,  during  the  last  forty  years,  enables  me  to  advance, 
without  hesitation,  that,  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  at  leasts  it  is  commonly 
injurious  to  the  interest  of  a  merchant  who  depends  for  success  on  business 
directed  from  thb  country,  to  be  the  consul  At  his  residence,  if  he  fulfils  his 
charge  strictly  and  impartially  as  he  ought  to  do.  As  a  merchant,  his  para- 
mount object  is  to  make  friends,  in  order  to  attract  business;  and  to  do  so, 
be  must  continue  to  please.  It  is,  therefore,  his  interest  to  stand  well  witli 
masters  of  vessels  and  supercargoes,  to  obtain  their  good  will,  and,  by 
their  means,  the  confidence  of  all  others  with  whom  they  may  have  any  in- 
fluence: as  a  consul,  strictly  fulfilling  his  duty,  he  must  necessarily  often  dis- 
oblige and  thwart  the  wishes  of  some  of  those  persons,  which  seldom  fails 
to  excite  rumors  and  prejudices  to  his  disadvantage,  and  to  give  opportuni- 
ties to  his  rivals  In  trade  to  decry  him,  and  to  take  his  business  from  him.  In 
the  coUiaon  between  his  interest  and  his  duty,  it  is  hardly  possible  for  an 
American  consul,  engaged  in  trade,  to  perform  conscientiously  his  public 
functions,  without  incurring  loss  or  damage  to  his  private  afiairs.  For  which 
reason,  when  I  was  formerly  engaged  in  an  extensive  business,  and  eti^o^^di 
the  coD&deace  of  a  namber  oftlie  iDO$t  respectable  merchants  and  divp  oYin- 
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ere  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  I  should  not  have  been  induced  to  ua- 
dertake  the  functions  of  a  consul,  from  knowing  that  I  should  either  be  com- 
pelled to  sacrifice  my  private  interest  or  neglect  my  public  duty. 

I  am  aware  of  the  insuperable  objection  which  prevails  with  us  to  the  bare 
idea  of  granting  the  most  moderate  salaries  to  our  consuls,  and  which  de- 
rives additional  force  from  the  actual  unnecessary  multiplicity  of  those  func- 
tionaries, whereby  the  consular  character  itself  is  deprived  of  some  of  its 
dignity,  and,  consequently,  of  its  usefulness;  but  the  objection  wouid,> per- 
haps, lose  much  of  its  tenacity,  if  itwere  mad^  apparent  that  the  number  of 
our  consuls  might  be  advantageously  diminished. .  In  France,  for  example, 
the  consul  at  Bordeaux  might,  by  himself,  and  agents  appointed  by  him, 
^ith  whom  he  could  correspond,  and  for  whom  ne  would  be  responsible, 
transact  all  the  consular  business  from  the  frontiers  of  Spain  to  Brest;  the 
consul  at  Havre  might  do  the  same  from  Brest  to  Belgium;  and  the  one  it 
Marseilles  could,  in  like  manner,  fulfil  all  the  duties  in*the  French  Mediter- 
ranean ports.  Two  would  be  sufficient  for  those  in  England;  one  at  Lon- 
<lon,  the  other  at  Liverpool.  Scotland  and  Ireland  might  each  have  one. 
The  same  principle  might  be  applied  to  other  countries.  In  the  Nether- 
lands, a  consul  at  Amsterdam,  and  another  at  Antwerp,  with  agents  appoint- 
'  ^d  by  them  wherever  necessary,  would  efiect  every  desirable  purpose;  and, 
in  Spain,  three  appointments,  one  at  Corunna,  for  the  bay  of  Biscay,  one  at 
Cadi?,  and  another  at  Alicant  or  Barcelona,  would  be  sufficient  for  that  king- 
dom— in  all,  twelve  consuls,  for  by  far  the  greater  part  of  Europe.  Accord- 
ing to  this  plan,  and  on  the  same  principle,  it  would  not  be  found  difficult  to 
reduce  the  actual  unnecessary  number  of  our  consuls,  and,  at  the  same 
tii^e,  render  their  services  more  important  and  efficacious  than  hitherto,  or 
than  they  could  be  made  to  prove,  under  our  present  system,  or  rather, 
(if  I  might  be  permitted  to  term  it)  want  of  system;  for  the  subject  has 
never  yet  been  taken  up  by  us,  with  a  view  towards  systematizing  it. 

It  is  one  of  the  few  subjects  which  wc,  as  a  nation,  had  but  little  know- 
ledge of,  and  no  experience  whatever  in,  at  the  time  we  assumed  our  inde- 
pendent rank;  for,  as  eolonies,  it  did  not  concern  us  in  any  shape;  and 
what  we  now  call  our  consular  system  is,  in  fact,  a  hasty  sketch  on  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  when  it  became  indispensable,  at  the  peace  tjf  1783, 
to  send  consuls  to  some  of  the  nations  of  Europe  that  were  sending  simi- 
lar agents  to  reside  A^dng  us.  Such  as  it  then  was,  it  has  continued  to  re- 
main, without  any  attempt  being  made  towards  improving  it^  although  its 
defects  have  been  long  telt,  and  occasionally  exposed;  whereas  the  British, 
with  all  their  long  experience  and  extensive  practice,  have  found  it  expe- 
^lient,  of  late  years,  to  introduce  changes  and  ameliorations  in  their  consu- 
lar system,  which  it  might  be  well  perhaps  foi*  us  to  imitate;  since  it  is 
presumable  that  a  Government  like  theire,  so  attentive  to  all  that  concerns 
their  extended  commerce  and  numerous  shipping,  would,  with  the  practice 
and  experience  they  have  possessed  in  such  matters,  be  very  likely  to  select 
the  most  eligible  basis  for  the  erecting  of  a  good  consular  system. 

Were  the  number  oi  our  consuls  diminished,  as  suggested,  it  might  per- 
haps be  found  that  moderate  salaries  could  be  granted  to  them  at  not  much 
greater  expense  to  the  trade  than  is  now  occasioned  by  allowing  them  fees. 
The  consuls  would  unquestionably  enjoy  a  greater  degree  of  respect  in 
their  official  capacity,  and  consequently  possess  more  influence  whenever 
required  to  act  as  mediators^  or  in  adjusting  the  differences  which  so  frequent- 
Ijr  occur  between  the  masters  and  their  crews. 
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According  to  the  first  sectioD  of  that  act,  every  maater  of  a  veaRel  bound 
on  a  foreign  voyage  is  held,  previously  to  receiving  a  clearance  frona  theu 
custom-house,  to  deliver  to  the  collector  a  list  containing  the  names,  places 
of  birth,  and  residence,  and  a  description  of  the  persons  who  compose  his 
ihip's  company;  and  to  make  oath  to  the  facts  therein  stated,  '^  so  far  as  he 
fssn  ascertain  them."  The  collector  thereupon  furnishes  him  with  a  certifi- 
ed eogoy  of  the  list;  which,  on  his  return  to  a  port  in  the  United  States,  he  is 
bound  to  exhibit  to  the  first  boarding  oi£B<;er,  and  to  produce  to  him  thicper^ 
sons  named  and  described  therein.  It  is  the  duty  oi  the  boarding  officer  to 
examine  and  compare  ihe  men  with  the  list,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  col- 
lector. Should  any  of  the  persons  designated  on  the  list  as  American  eiti* 
zens  not  be  produced,  the  master  incurs  a  penalty  of  four  hundred  dollars, 
unless  he  exhibits  satisfactory  evidence  that  such  persons  have  died  or  ab- 
sconded, have  h^/Btk  forcibly  impressed  into  other  service,  dr'h^vebeen  regu- 
larly discharged  in  the  presence  of  the  consul,  and  as  the  law  directs. 

Si|ch  is  the  tenor  of  that  section  of  the  act;  but,  in  making  out  the  list  for 
the  collector,  the  masters  seldom  attempt  to  oscertain  the  facts  to  which 
they  swear,  nay,  they  do  not,  in  most  cases,  even  see  all  the  men  before  the 
list  is  handed  in  to  the  collector,  although  they  had  already  attested  to  their 
descriptions  and  national  characters;  and  thus%the  whole  proceeding  becomes 
altogether  an  idle  formality^  or  rather  a  palpable  evasion,  by  which,  not  on- 
ly the  object  of  the  law  is  defeated,  but  its  intention  entirely  perverted. 

To  prove  the  correctness  of  this  remark,  it  is  necessary  to  describe  the 
manner  in  which  the  crews  are  generally  shipped,  and  of  forming  the  lists  to 
be  delivered  to  the  collectors.. 

When  a  vessel  is  loaded,  and  ready  to  depart  on  her  voyage*  the  master 
has  recourse  to  a  notary  to  procure  the  numbar  of  seamen  required  to  navi- 
gite  her.  The  notary,  who  has  agents  among  landlords  and  crimps,  ships 
the  men,  taking  them,  as  they  come,  from  a//  nations;  but,  nevertheless,  as 
many  of  them  as  have  in  their  possession  any  cast  off  American  protec- 
tions are,  from  that  circumstance  alone,  set  down  in  the  list  as  AmericaA 
citizens;  and  it  is  not  of  the  smallest  importance  that  the  protections  should 
accord  in  the  least  with  the  personal  descriptions,  &c  of  the  new  proprie- 
tors. Hence,  the  crew  list  does  not  contain  the  names,  descriptions,  &c. 
of  all  the  person^  actualfy  comprising  the  ship's  company,  but,  in  a  great 
part,  of  those  who  originally  owned  the  protections  thus  clandestinely  used. 

It  is,  therefore,  quite  impossible  to  determine,  from  the  inspection  of  the 
list,  whether  many  of  the  seameo'who  form  the  crew  of  a  vessel  do  really 
belong  to  her  or  not,  and  consequently  wholly  impracticable  for  the  con- 
sols to  execute  that  part  of  the  law  which  concerns  them. 

The  mode  generally  adopted  for  complying  with  the  Jirst  section  of  the 
act  (as  above  described)  puts  it  in  the  power  of  any  master,  so  disposed,  to 
discharge  or  turn  ofi*,  in  a  foreign  port,  any  of  his  men,  whether  certified 
on  the  crew  list  as  Americans  or  otherwise,  and,  on  his  return  home,  to  get 
clear  of  the  penalty  for  doing  so  by  substituting  the  other  seamen  by  whom 
they  have  been  replaced,  as  the  latter  would  be  just  as  well,  or  rathf^r  as  ill, 
described  on  the  list  as  their  predecessors  were,  and  would  serve  to  conceal 
his  bond  in  the  custom  house  to  the  fiill  as  well.  Sv  fiu*,  then,  from  that 
act  being  an  obstacle  to  the  dischai^g  of  our  seamen  in  foreign  countries, 
it  operates,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  complied  with  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  facilitate  that  abuse;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the 
masters  scruple  not  to  avail  themselves  of  that  Ucitit;  ^fa|i^7^|\V  «^V> 
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their  interest  or  coDvenience  to  do  so.  They  employ  different  means  for 
accomplishing  their  object,  the  least  objectionable  of  which  consists  in  pty* 
ing  the  men  uie  wages  due  to  them,  and  suffering  them  to  depart;  but  it  is 
to  be  feared  that,  in  many  cases,  they  have  recourse  to  an  excessive  degree 
of  severity  towards  the  persons  whom  they  wish  to  be  rid  of,  in  order  to  in- 
duce or  compel  them  to  abscoiid,  although  the  loss  of  their  wages  and  effects 
on  board  is  the  consequence;  at  least  such  is  the  statement  of  the  men,  when, 
after  their  vessels  have  departed,  they  apply  to  the  consuls  in  the  character 
of  destitute  seamen.  The  impunity  with  which  similar  acts  might  be  com- 
mitted may  operate  with  some  masters  as  an  encouragement  of  the  practices 
complained  of  by  the  seamen,  and  requires  a  remedy.  The  latter,  when 
abroad,  cannot  readily  obtain  any  redress,  if  misused,  either  from  the  local 
courts,*  or  from  the  consuls,  who  have  no  authority  to  use  coercion,  nor  suf- 
ficient influence,  in  most  cases,  to  effect  much  good  by  theif^*^  recommenda- 
tory interventions." 

A  remedy  might  be  found  for  most  of  the  disorders  which  result  from 
the  existing  facility  for  the  discharging  of  seamen  abroad  in  the  act  of 
February  23,  1803,  duly  amended,  provided  it  were  practicable  to  carry  it 
into  complete  execution,  which  all  the  masters  agree  in  saying  i^  not  possi- 
ble at  present  on  account  of  the  insufficient  number  of  American  seamen; 
but  if  that  act  is  to  subsist,  it  will  require  several  amendments.  A  clause 
should  be  added,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  masters  to  give  prompt  notice 
to  the  consul  whenever  a  man  deserts,  and  requiringof  him  to  be  personally 
aiding  in  the  endeavors  making  towards  apprehending  and  securing  such 
deserter;  and  another,  authorizing  the  consul  to  allow  of  discharges  in  cases 
where,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  evident  that  the  interest  of  the  individual  would 
be  thereby  promoted;  as  in  cases  of  seamen  who  might  find  employment  as 
masters,  and  mates  as  masters,  when  all  parties  are  consenting;  and  to  the 
provisoSy  contained  in  the  first  section,  ought  to  be  added  ^^nor  on  account 
of  any  such  person  being  Iff t  sick  and  unable  to  proceed  on  the  voyage.'^ 
The  crew  list,  which  is  the  pivot  on  which  the  whole  act  turns,  ought  to  be 
scrupulously  made  to  cbntain  the  names,  joer^cma/ descriptions,  &c.  of  the 
Mveral  individuals,  for  whose  return  to  the  United  States,  in  the  same  ves- 
sel, the  master  gives  a  bond;  and  it  ought  to  be  made  the  duty  of  some  pub- 
lic officer  to  see  that  it  does  so.  The  examination  of  the  boarding  officer, 
on  the  return  of  the  vessel,  ought  to  be  realj  and  not  unmeaning,  formality, 
as  heretofore;  and  his  report  to  the  collector  should  be  bona  fide  under  a 
penalty;  and  every  master  in  default  should  be  made  to  forfeit  his  bond. 

Could  the  law,  thus  amended,  be  strictly  enforced,  it  would  not  only 
prevent  the  too  prevalent  and  injurious  practice  of  discharging  our  seamen  ik 
foreign  ports^  where,  besides  the  injury  they  sustain  in  a  variety  of  ways,  they 
become  generally  a  burthen  on  the  consulates,  and  a  great  expense  to  the 
State,  but  it  would  have,  also,  the  salutary  effect  of  curbing  the  passions  of 
such  of  the  masters  as  are  prone  to  misuse  their  men,  from  being  made  sen- 
sible that  they  must  eventually  return  them  to  their  country,  where  prompt 
redress  could  be  obtained  from  the  courts  for  any  ill  usase  received  by  them. 

Before  quitting  this  subject,  suffer  me  to  add^  in  ex^anation,  that  the  re- 
marks I  have  unavoidably  been  led  to  make,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  some 
of  the  masters  of  our  vessels  when  abroad,  do  not  apply  to  the  masters  gene- 
'  rally,  among  whom  are  to  be  found  as  just,  correct,  and  estimabto  cbaracs 
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ten,  as  any  this  community  can  boast  of;  and  candor  obliges  me  also  to 
state,  that  much  of  the  intemperate  conduct,  with  which  some  masters  are 
cfaarfi^ed  by  their  crews,  proceeds  from  the  riotous  and  disorderly  deportment 
of  the  latter,  whieh  is  often  carried  to  great  extremes  when  in  port,  particu- 
larly as  regards  those  seamen  shipped  in  our  southen  ports;  many  of  whom 
have  probably  been  engaged  in  privateering  in  the  West  Indies,  and  some 
among  them,  perhaps,  in  a  more  eulpable  service. 

I  have  been  induced  to  treat  the  subject  of  consulates  at  greater  lengtli 
thaii  was  perhaps  required,  or  is  necessary,  from  a  belief,  that  it  happens  to 
be  one  not  geherally  well  understood  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that 
it  Is  a  matter  for  mature  consideratioti  at  this  time,  when  there  appears  to  be 
a  disposition  to  take  it  up  with  a  view  towards  regularizing  and  perhaps 
modifying  our  inceptive  system.  I  am  unable  to  suggest  any  material  im- 
provement, in  respect  to  our  present  mode  of  remunerating  the  consuls  by 
the  means  of  fees,  for  the  reasons  I  have  assigned;  and  am  therefore  of  opi- 
nion that  a  consular  duey  to  be  paid  by^vessels  according  to  their  respective 
tonnage,  would  prove  the  most  eligible  substitute  for  that  purpose.  I  am, 
however,  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  granting  the  consuls  moderate  sa- 
laries, with  the  addition  of  fees  in  cases  that  could  be  clearly  defined,  and 
interdicting  them  from  trading,  would  be  a  better  plan ;  that  it  would  not 
prove  much  more  onerous,  provided  their  number  was  restricted  to  no  more 
than  is  really  necessary;  and  that  reducing  their  number  would  add  consi- 
derably to  the  dignify  and  respectability  of  their  official  character,  which, 
situated  as  most  of  them  are,  in  countries  where  prejudices  exist  which  are 
unknown  to  us  at  home,  it  is  important  they  should  possess,  as  accredited 
agents  from  such  a  country  as  this. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

FSBMUART  19)  1631. 


Beady  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 


Mr.  BsirroH  made,  the  following 

HEPORT: 

Ac  Committee  an  MiUtarjf  Affairs,  to  which  woe  r^erred  the  bill  for 
the  reU^  qf  the  ojkere  aful  eoUiere  qf  fort  Iklaware,  nport: 

That  nothiiig  has  appeared  in  the  evidence  aubmitted  to  them  to  induce 
the  belief  or  suspicion  that  the  destruction  of  the  fort  was  occasioned  hj 
desim,  negligence,  or  want  of  due  exertions  to  suppress  the  flames;  but  th^ 
tke  destruction  of  a  fort  by  fire  is  an  event  of  so  serious  a  nature,  involv- 
ing always  a  loss  pf  pubUc  property,  endangerins  the  country  in  time  of 
war,  exposing  to  loss  papers  and  vouchers  on  which  the  settlement  of  ac- 
eounts  or  other  important  matters  might  depend,  and  liable,  besides,  to  hap- 
pen in  so  many  ways  besides  that  or  accident,  that  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  every  event  of  the  kind  should  become  the  subject  of  a  court 
of  inquiry;  and,  accordingly,  recommend  that  no  further  proceedings  be 
had  on  the  bill  referred  to  them,  and  which  is  herewith  returned  to  the 
Senate,  until  a  court  of  inquiry  shall  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
destruction  of  fort  Delaware,  and  the  facts  of  the  case  be  reported  to  the 
Senate  through  the  Department  of  War.     The  conunittee  have  the  satisfac* 
tioD  to  add,  that,  since  this  report  was  resolved  upon  by  them,  they  have 
letrnt  that  immediately  upon  the  happening  of  the  accident  to  fort  Dda- 
mre,  the  commanding  officer.  Major  Pines,  affiled  for  a  court  of  inquiry, 
ind  that  it  has  since  been  ordered. . 
The  committee  recommend,  for  the  present,  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  ofiieen  and  sokbeni  df  jfort  Delaware  lie  upon  the  table.        < 


/ 


t 
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REPORrr 


VliOX 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREAStTRr,    • 

In  compliance  vitb  a  reflofiition  of  the  Senate,  relatire  to 

\uAack9  on  Refined  l^atj  and  attempts  fraudnkfUly  to  obtain  tH 

saine. 


FsBituARr  I9t  tSdl. 

Head,  and  ordered'  to  be  printed. 


TRXAStTRY'  fiTsPARTI^Eli^f  < 

18/A  February  J  ISSfl*.  . 

[R^  In  compfiance  wftft  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instan^ 
testing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  '*to  commutiicate  to  the  Senate' 
annual  amount  of  diiiwbacks  aHowed  upon  refined  silgarfr  from  the  f  sf 
of  January,  1825,  to  the  first  day  of  JaUuJsiryy  fSd^l;  and,  also^  to  Cbm- 
icate  any  information  he  may  possess  as  to  frauds  committed,  or  attempt* 
)  be  committed,  under  the  laws  giving  a  di^wbfiielc:  on  refined  stigars/'  I 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement  from  the  Register,  showing  the^ 
cint  of  drawbacks,  and  a  conYmunicatidn  from  €he  United  Sttftea'  Attor- 
at  New  York,  stating  the  alleged  frauds  cbmmitted,  or  dtt^mptecf  to  be' 
tnitted,  in  that  district  It  does  not  appear  that  sttchattem^  ha^e  h&en 
overed  in  other  ports:  Samples  of  the  sugar  i*eferred  to  iti  the' IXiBtrict 
»mey^9  letter  are  in  possession  of  the  Department  It  is  represeKited>  bjr 
Colleetor  of  New  York  that  the  case  of  Barlow^  mentioned  hf  tbe 
rict  ilttomey,  is  to  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  at  tbe'pveiezit 
I.  Be  fiirther  adde,  that  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Goort  ii^'  that  no' 
r  refined  within  the  United  States  can  be  exported  ft>r  benefit  ef  dfftw-' 
:  inferior  to  or  less  refined  than  the  loaf  and  lump  sugar  of  oommercey' 
^n  as^  such  as  early  a9  1794,  and  from  thence  to  tiie  time  #f  the  pasmgjv^ 
le  act  inereasing  the  drawback  to  five  oMitft- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,' 

&  D.  INGHAIrf, 
lie  Hod.  tbe  I^RBiiiDBNt  Skc'y  of  the  Treasury 

€^  the  Senate:- 


~^" — 
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A  STATEMENT  exhibiting  the  amount  qf  Drawback  paid  upon  Jfo-  it 

fined  Sugar  txportedfrom  the  United  States  during  the  years  ending  « 

Slst  of  December,  1825,  1826,  1827,  1828,  and  1829,  and  the  estimated  a 

amount  in  1830.  * 


0N  FOREIGN  REYINED  SUGAR  EXPORTED. 

1825    Loaf  sugar 

- 

■- 

- 

$8  77 

1 

ON  DOMESTIC  REFINED  SUGARa 

1825,     paid 
1*826,      do. 

1827,  do. 

1828,  do. 

1829,  doa 

. 

•                                T 
a»                               m 

.     1,612  68 

-  2,627  57 

-  11,168  28 

-  2,045  48 

-  45,092  56 

1830,  (estimated)    - 

•* 
• 

-  92,000  00 

^ 

154,546  57 

' 

f1 

• 

154,555  34 

TrEABURT  DEPARTBfENT, 

Register's  Officer  IWA  February,  1831. 

T.  h.  SMITH,  Register. 


New  York,  February  \Ay  1831. 

Sir:  1  received  (o-day  your  letter  of  the  12th  inatant,  informing  me  that 
you  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  requesting 
^'from  you  any  information  your  o£Bce  may  possess  as  to  frauds  committed^ 
or  attempted  to  be  committed,  in  this  district,  under  the  laws  giving  a  draw- 
back on  refined  sugar;  and  requesting  from  me  a  statement  on  the  subject, 
embracing  the  cases  in  which  I  have  been  ofSciaUy  engaged."  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  reply. 

The  only  cases  of  atleged  fnauds  under  the  laws  giving  a  drawback  on 
refined  sugars  in  whieh  i  have  been  officially  engaged,  are  those  of  Joseph 
Barlow  and  William  A*  Archbald, 

In  the  last  case,,  after  the  libel  was  filed,.  I  reeeived  direction^  from  the 
collector  to  stay  proceedings  and  nothing  further  has  been  done.  I  under- 
stand thaty  upon  a  further  examination  of  the  sugar  by  the  collector,  after 
the  seizure,  they  were  adjudged  to  be  refined  sugar  within  the  meaning  ef 
the  law,  and  were  restored. 

In  the  former  case,  Joseph  Barlow  entered  for  exportation,  between  the 
20th  day  of  December,  1829,  and  the  14th  day  of  January,  1830,  two  hun- 
dred hogsheads  of  sugar,  to  be  shipped  on  board  the  brig  Spartan,  bound  to^ 
Leghorn.     Upon  a  special  examination  by  the  collector,  eighty-eif^t  hogs* 
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heads  of  these  sugars  were  seized.  Affsinst  eighty-five  hogsheads,  they  ^ 
beiog  in  ship-board,  a  libel  was  filed  in  uie  district  court,  where,  afteV  a  la- 
horious  investigation  of  several  days,  the  court  decided  that  the  sugars  were 
not  refined  sugars  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  allowing  a  drawback,  but 
aequitted  them  on  the  groond  that,  although  they  had  been  entered  by  a 
false  denomination,'  such  entry  was  made  through  mistake  of  the  law.  On 
appeal  from  this  decision,  the  circuit  court,  Judge  Thomson  presiding,  de- 
cided that  the  susars  were  entered  by  a  false  denomination,  they  not  being 
lefined  sugars^  a^'udced  that  they  were  forfeited,  the  claimant  not  being 
excused  by  an  rileged  mistake  of  the  law.  In  the  Judge's  opinion  a  strone. 
intimation  is  given  that  the  entry  was  made  with  an  intention  to  defraud 
the  revenue. 

A  snit  was  also  prosecuted  aninst  Joseph  Barlow  for  the  penalty  pro- 
vided by  the  act  oi  Congress  entitled  *^  An  act  providing  additional  penalties* 
for  false  entries  for  the  benefit  of  drawback  or  bounty  on  exportation," 
passed  20th  February,  1819,  ^nd  a  verdict  rendered  for  02,000,  on  which 
judgment  has  been  perfected.  In  this  case  t)ie  question  whether  the  eighty- 
five  hogsheads  were  refined  sugar  or  not,  and  also  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
defendant,  was  fairly  put  to  the  jury,  and  they  decided  against  him  on  both 
points. 

Th^  remaining  three  hogsheads,  against  which  an  information  was  filed, 
they  having  been  seized  on  shore,  were  acquitted  b^  the  jury,  who  returned 
a  verdict  that  the  sugars  were  not  refined  su^s  within  the  meaning  of  the  ^ 
law,  but  that  the  claimant  entered  tbem  wiUiout  any  intention  to  defraud 
the  revenue. 

These  sugars  were  *<bastai^^  sugars  of  the  worst  kind,  and,  in  my  opinion,. 
made  in  order  to  obtain  the  drawnack.  It  appeared,  in  the  course  of  these 
investigations,  that  Barlow,  and  others  connected  with  him,  had  shipped 
wg^mi  within  about  four  months  before  this  entry,  and  had  received  draw- 
backs  to  the  amount  of  about  1^40,000,  all  of  which  were  sugars  probably 
aot  refine^  within  the  meaning  of  the  laws. 

The  Ihnited  time  allowed  to  make  this  communication  prevents  me  frony 
being  more  particular. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  HAMILTON, 

DisL  Jitiomijif^ 

To  the  C0X.LXCT011  of  New  York. 


Seanon.  L  *»"  J 


nnsnoRiAL 

ov 

CITIZENS   OF    PHILADELPHIA, 

^in  thtmanxifacture  of  irony  and  others  j  prayinf^  that  the  duti^ 
on  imported  iron  may  not  be  reduced  or  rescinded. 


Februart  19,  1831. 

id  ordered  to  be  printed,  avid  refe*rrd  to  the  select  ookninittee  appointed  on  the 

subject  of  duty  on  iron. 


Philadelphia,  February  15,  1831. 

:  We  are  iRstructed  to  traqsmit;  you  a  memorial,  which  we  hand  here- 
from the  manufacturers  of  iroi^  and  others  of  the  city  and  county  of 
lelphia,  with  a  request  that  you  will  present  it  to  the  Senate,  i^nd  have 
order  taken  upon  it  as  ^nll,  in  your  opinion,  best  accomplish  the  ob- 
et  forth  therein. 

:  memorial  is  accompanied  by  a  number  of  certificates  from  the  mecha- 
"  the  city  and  county,  contradicting  many  of  the  assertions  and  state- 
contained  in  Sarchet's  memorial.  Some  of  the  signers  to  these 
ates  will  be  found  in  the  list  of  those  who  signed  his  petition,  and 
oduced  to  do  so,  as  we  are  assured,  under  a  total  misapprehension  of 
^ct8y  which  they  were  led  to  believe  were  to  obtain  an  increase  of  the 
>bardware. 

t  Sarchet's  memorial  was  printed  by  the  Senate,  we  hope  that  a  like 
r  will  be  accorded  to  ours.  We  think  this  important,  that  tha 
ion  of  the  one  may,  at  least,  be  put  upon  a  footing  with  the  other. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 
EDWARD  SMITH, 
STEPHEN  DUNCAN, 
WASHINGTON  JACKSON^ 
SAMUEL  RICHARDS, 
B.  B.  HOWELL, 
THOMAS  S.  RICHARDS. 
Hon.  Isaac  D.  Barnard,  fVashington. 
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To  the  Senate  and  Hoxts^  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in 

Congress  assembled: 

Tjie  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  of  those  friendly  to 
the  production  of  it  in  this  country, 

RESPECTFULLt  REPRESENts: 

That  having  understood  that  petitions  have  been  presented  at  the  present 
session  of  Congre3S>  from  <*  citizens  of  \.\ifi  city  and  coi^ity  of  Philadelphia, 
mechanics  employed  in  the  various. branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron," 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of  foreign  iron, 
with  a  view,  as  is  aMeged,  of  enabling  them  to  carry  oh  their  business  with 
advantage,  your  memorialists  beg  leai^  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
situation  of  the  manufacturers  of  iron,  whose  interests,  it  would  appear,  are 
to  be  entirely  overlooked,  and  made  a  sacrifice,  should  the  prayer  of  the  pe* 
titioners  be  granted.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  petitions  of  a  similar 
character  were  presented  to  your  honorable  bodies,  from  John  Sarcfaet 
and  others,  acting,  as  was  represented  by  them,  in  concert  with  some  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  itnporters  of  foreign  iron.  Th^e 
petitions  were  presented  at  a  session  of  Congress,  favorable- to  a  full  and 
fair  investigation  of  the  subject,  inasmuch  as  they  were  presented  pend- 
ing a  l>ill  m  Congress  for  the  better  protection  of  the  interests  of  the 
iron  manufacturers, '  viz.  a  protection  against  the  frauds  and  devices  em* 
ployed  to  evade  that  part  of  the  tariff  intended  for  their  benefit.  This 
bill  affording  the  additional  protection,  passed  into  a  law;  and  at  the  same 
session  the  petition  to  reduce  the  duty  on  iron  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures  of  the  Senate,  who,  after  an  investigation  of  the  claims  of 
the  petition,  reported  against  them,  as  inexpedient  to  grant  Aftef  such 
decisive  acts  of  the  last  seission  of  Congress,  in  consonance  with  the  previ- 
ous policy  of  the  Government,  it  is  not  without  surprise  that  your  memo- 
rialists have  been  iaformed  that  the  effort  is  again  renewed,  and  that  another 
attempt  is  made,  by  the  same  individuals,  to  disturb  the  interests  of  the  iron 
manufacturers;  and  that  it  is  made  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  when  so 
little  time  remains  to  act  on  a  subject  of  such  vital  importance,  involving  so 
many  interests. 

The  memorial  professes  to  come  from  ^^  the  mechanics  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  employed  in  the  various  branches  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron;"  who  do  not  ask  for  the  protection  of  Cbngress  to  the  varioi^ 
products  of  their  workshops,  or  attempt  to  establish  their  claim  to  protection 
as  objects  of  national. importance,  deserving  of  encouragement  under  a  |Ht>- 
tective  duty.  It  dpes  not  set  forth  that  those  employed  in  the  yarious 
branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron  are  suffering  fron>  a  depression  in  the 
business  in  which  they  are  now  engaged,  or  .that  they  are  now  engaged  in  an 
unprofitable  occupation;  but,  desirous  of  extending  their  business  to  the  manu- 
facture of  the  various  articles  of  hardware,  the  petitioners  ask  of  Congress 
to  enable  them  to  engage  in  this  new  business  to  repeal  the  duty  on  foreign 
iron,  to  withdraw  the  protection  which  the  Government  has  extended  to  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  for  their  advantage,  and  to  build  up  a  new  fabric  on 
the  ruin  of  one  which  has  ever  been  regarded  as  an  object  of  national  ira- 
portancej  and  essential  to  national  defence.  The  claim,  then,  set  forth  in  the 
jfnemorial  ia,  that  the  encouragement  ot  the  ^axvouB  )oiuti^Yi^  ol  >^^iiiAnx&r 
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fiietiire  of  iron  is  an  object  of  greater  national  importance  than  the  produc- 
tion of  the  material  itself.  Notwithstanding  the  petitioners  represent,  ^*  up^ 
on  ike  authority  of  alt  experience^  that  a  nation  which  excels  in  the  pro* 
duction  of  cheap  iron  must  excel  in  all  the  useful  arts^^^  it  would  appear 
that  their  object  was  to  deprive  this  country  of  th^  only  mode  by  which  it 
ever  can  arrive  at  the  production  of  cheap  iron^  and  thereby  excel  in  all  the 
useful  arts. 

Your  memorialists  have  ever  been  taught  to  believe  that  the  manufacture 
•f  iron  was  an  object  of  national  importance,  and,  as  such,  worthy  of  en- 
couragement by  a  protection  against  foreign  competition;  and  in  the  very  last 
message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  they  believe  it  was  placed  on  that 
footing.  In  speaking  of  the  objects  of  national  importance  entitled  to  the 
protectiTe  policy  of  the  Government^  the  President  says,  ^^  of  these j  tht 
production  of  our  soil^  our  minesy  andourworkshopSj  essential  to  nation- 
al defiance,  occupy  the  first  rank."  And  yety  in  the  memorial  of  John 
Strehet  and  others,  it  is  seriously  alleged,  that  the  duty  on  the  most  valua- 
ble product  of  our  mines,  essential  to  national  defence,  <^  is  mare  objection^ 
Me  than  the  duiits  on  teas^  coffee^  and  salt  j  which^  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  J  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  reduce. " 

If  your  memorialists  were  uninformed  as  to  the  source  from   which  the 
present  application  to  reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  iron  springs,  they  would  be 
It  a  Ums  to  account  for  the  wonderful  hostility  manifested  in  the  petition  to 
the  encouragement  of  the  production  of  iron  iii  our  country;  and  the  bitter 
sireaam  in  it,  levelled  at  the  alleged   ignorance  of  those  employed  in  the 
maniifacVure  of  kon,  of  their  own  interests,  and  of  the  measures  most  pro"^* 
per  to  promote  them.     The  individual  most  prominent  in  this  application  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  iron,  is  known   ]Lo  be  John  Sarchet,  now  in  at- 
tendance at  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  its  claim—- 
!^  a  foreigner  from  the  Isle  of  Guernsey,  who,  notwithstanding  his  long  resi- 
r    dence  in  our  country,  has  declined  to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  and  re- 
I  spottsibiiity  of  becoming  a  citizen  of-  the  United  States  ;  who  has  been  en- 
I  pged  in  the  importation  of  links  and  disjointed   parts  of  anchors  of  Eng- 
\  liih  iron,  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent,  and  of  manufactur- 
/  iag  them  into  chain  cables  and  anchors;  and  who  could  not  help  betraying 
the  inveteracy  of  his  English  prejudices,  by  gravely  endeavoring  to  make  it 
ippear  that  common  English  iron^  such  as  is  imported  into  this  country,  is 
equal,  if  nnt  superior,  to  American  hammered  iron;  "  that  it  is  preferred, [' 
mys  the  petition,  •*  for  various  purposes,  on  account  of  the  decided  superi- 
ority it  possesses  in  various  qualities,  in  chains  and  anchors,  from  its  superi- 
or strragth  of  cbhesion,  its  great  excellence  in  welding  and  uniting;  and  sur- 
pasiing  every  other  known  iron,   both  'in  this  latter  quality,   and  in  its 
power  of  resisting  rtist  and  corrosion  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  damp- 
aesiB,  or  fresh  or  salt  water,  for  more  than  a  double  peri^  of  time;  in 
nils  for  railways,  spikes,  and  bolts,  on  account  of  the  superior  manner  in 
which  itisprepared,  in  all  the  various  forms  required,  as  well  as  from  its  ac- 
knowledged superiority  in  durability;  and  for  wheel  tires,  for  the  same  pro- 
Mlie8,as  well  as  from  the  greater  evenness  with  whicbit  is  always  drawn.*' 
These  are  qualities  which  want  (confirmation  in  the  experience  of  American 
citizena,  (except  its  preparation  as  regards  form,  and  pertiaps  its  welding 
properties,)  its  universal  character  being  both  soft  and  brittle,  iiica\kab\^  ^i 
rsiistiBg  frietic^^  or  withstaadiag  shook.  • 
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As'stated  in  the  petition  of  John  Sarchet  and  others,  at  the  last  aessioDaf 
Congress,  the  priqe  of  English  hammered  iron,  in  1829,  was  £13  10«.  to 
£14  per  ton,  or  from  260  to  Ift62  50  per  ton;  and  the  price  of  the  common 
English' iron  was,  at  .the  same  time«  $26  50  per  ton.  The  best  English  iron, 
it  i.s  well  known,  is  consumed  in  that  country;  and  the  common  English  iron 
is  that  which  is  imported  into  this  country.  The  difference,  then,  between 
the  prices  of  the  best  English  iron  and  the  common  English  iron,  which  is 
$M  59,  is  the  actual  difference  in  their  intrifisic  values.  To  prove^  then,  the 
incorrectness  of  the  opinion  pronounced  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  Senate,  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  the  common  Engloh 
iron  was  ^*  bad,"  a  table  is  inserted  in  the  petition,  of  a  set  of  experimenlB 
on  the  strength  of  tiie  various  malleable  metals;  and  the  imposition  intend- 
ed to  be  practised  is,  that  the  common  English  iron  is  next  in  quality  to 
Swedish  iron,  and  was  intended  to  be  included  under  the  general  denomioa- 
lion,  '*  other  descriptions  of  iron" — an  imposition  too  absurb  to  require 
comment.  It  was  not,  therefore,  amiss  in  John  Sarchet,  in  his  letter  accom- 
panying the  presentation  of  his  memorial  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  to  have  made  an  apology  for  his  not  having  pi^sented  it  with 
ekan  hands.  The  intemperance  of  his  zeal  has  betrayed  the  true  object  ol 
the  petition;  which  is  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  hardware,  as  to  opeo 
the  market  for  the  introduction  of  foreign  iron,  to  the  destruction  of  the 
home  manufacture;  and  thi^^  impression  is  not  weakened  by  his  statement  in 
the  same  letter,  that  those  concerned  with  him  were  acting  in  concert  with 
certain  importers  of  foreign  iron  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  attention  of  your  memorialists  has  been  directed  to  the  source  from 
which  this  application  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported  iron  has  preceded, 
by  the  temper  and  spirit  which  the  petition  betrays  on  the  subject  of  the  po- 
licy of  our -Government  in  affording  its  protection  to  the  production  and  de- 
velQpment  of  American  industry;  and  they* feel  confident  that  its  claims  to 
your  favorable  notice  will  not  be  strengthened  by.  the  circumstance,  that  its 
origin  is  to  be  traced  to  the  exertions  of  an  individual,  who  is  not  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  and  who  is  evidently  laboring  under  the  most  violent  of  all  pre- 
judices— an  English  prejudice-  Without  intending,  in  the  remotest  man- 
ner, to  attribute  foreign  agency  in  this  application  to  withdraw  the  protec- 
tion from  the  manufacture  of  iron,  which  has  ever  been  deemed  a  production 
essential  to  national  defence,  your  memorialists  do  know  that  there  is  nc 
production  of  our  coimtry  which  is  looked  on  with  a  more  jealous  eye  by 
the  English  manufacturer  than  that  of  iron;  that  the  progress  of  improve 
xnent  m  its  manufacture  is  narrowly  watched  abroad;  and  that  the  ihterfer 
ence  of  our  Government  was,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  required  to  ar 
rest  some  of  the  devices  and  stratagems  resorted  to,  t6  retard  the  march  ^ 
its  improvement  And  your  memorialists  will  take  occasion  to  observe,  that 
of  all  the  devices  eniployed  to  impede  the  progress  and  extension  of  th( 
manufacture  of  iron  in  this  country,  there  is  none  so  well  calculated  to  pro 
duce  the  effect  as  the  repeated  applications  to  Congress  to  reduce  the  dutie 
imposed  for  the  protection  of  this  branch  of  industry.  It  creates  alarm  ii 
those  already  concerned  in  the  business,  and  prevents  them  from' making  larg 
er  investments  which  recent  improvements  require;  and  it  deters  other  capi 
talists  from  engaging  in  the  business,  by  producing  a  waut  of  confidence  inthi 
permanency  and  stalyiity  oi  the  protection  of  Government  essential  to  a  saft 
operatioa. 
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Your  memorialists  have  not  had  the  time  or  opportunity  afforded  to  them 
to  asicertain  the  correetness  of  the  Various  statements  and  comparisons  ex- 
hibited in  the  la^  petition  of  John  Sarchet  and  others.  ^  They  do  not  find 
any  new  facts  or  explanations  that  in  their  opinion  ane  calculated  to  alter  the 
opinion  expresse4  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  of  last  year, 
<<  that  the  statements  are  calculated  to  create  an  erroneous  impression."  Nor 
are  your  memorialists  sufficiently  conversant  with  the  details  of  the  subject^ 
to  judge  whether  or  not  there  exists  a  just  projx)rtion  between  the  duties  on 
bar  iron  and  those  on  hardware:  should  such  not  be  the  case^  they  coincide 
in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  same  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures in  the  Senate,  <<  that  this  proportion  can  be  more  properly  attained  by 
increasing  the  duties  upon  hardware,  than  by  reducing  them  on  iron,"  as 
this,  without  injuring  the  maiiufacturer  of  iron,  would  protect  the  manu- 
facturer of  hardware.  Nor  do  they  comprehend  the  inducement  of  the 
petftioners  to  have  so  minutely  calculated  the  duties  on  a  ton  of  knitting 
neeiiles,  unless  it  was  to  have,  indulged  in  their  usual  strain  of  sarcasm  di- 
rected against  the  acts  of  Congress  imposing  the  duties,  and  the  masters  and 
owners  of  American  forges  and  furnaces,  whose  interests  those  acts  were 
intended  to  protect. 

*^By  the  above  statement,  (says  the  petition,)  it  is  then  manifest  that  a 
protection  is  ^iven  to  the  manufacturers  of  Ami7/i7it^  needles  at  Birmingham 
and  Sheffield,  bythe  duty  in  question,  amounting  to  S142  68  per  ton;  and 
granted,  too,  by  tlie  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
in  conformity,  as  is  alleged,  with  the  known  wishes  and  earnest  solicitations 
of  masters  and  owners  of  American  forges  and  furnaces,  and,  what  is 
well  worthy  of  notCj  believed  by  them  calculated  to  promote  American 
industry!!" 

There  is  one  statement  made  in  the  petition  of  John  Sarchet  and  others, 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  Congress^  to  which  they  would  direct  jpur 
attention,  to  show  the  deception  attempted  to  be  practised,  and  which  is 
calculated  to  cast  a  suspicion"  on  all  the  other  statements  and  illustrations. 

In  that  petition,  a  statement  is  made  to  exhibit  the  ratio  of  labor  required 
to  manufacture  iron,  and  re-manufacture  it  into  hardware. 

"  In  this  country,  (says  the  petition,}  taking  the  average  rate,  we  should 
suppose  that  two  men  would  use  20  lbs.  of  iron  per  day,  or  120  lbs.  per 
week,  and  two  men,  at  one  fire,  draw  two  tons  of  iron  per  week,  by  ham- 
mering, or  five  tons,  by  puddling  and  rolling.  Taking  the  average  rate,  3i 
tons  per  week,  two  men  in  making  iron  will  keep  sixty-five  of  us  at  work; 
or  S4  to  Vf  omitting  fractions.^^ 

This  statement,  like  most  of  the  other  illustrations  in  the  petition,  will 
be  found,  on  examination,  utterly  unfounded;  and  the  grossness  of  the  fal- 
lacy forbids  the  idea  of  its  being  made  from  ignorance,  and  justifies  the  ac- 
cusation of  a  wilful  and  deliberate  intention  to  impose  ai^d  deceive.  To 
prove  the  illustration,  it  is  cautiously  stated  that  two  men  can  draw  two 
tons  of  iron  per  wfeek.  Was  it  intended  by  this  statement  to  create  the 
impression  that  the  drawing  of  iron  included  all  the  labor  and  expense  of 
manufacturing  it  from  the  raw  material?  or  that  two  men  can  manufacture 
two  tons  of  iron  per  week  from  the  ore?  The  drawing  of  iron  is  but  one 
and  the  la3t  process  of  its  manufacture,  and  the  least  expensive.  To  have 
done  justice  to  the  matter  intended  to  be  illustrated,  the  pelilioner^  ^VvoxAdi 
have  commenced  a^  the  opening  of  the  mibCf  and  stated  the  expense  ax\d\^Viot 
ef  extracting  the  ore,  of  transporting  it  to  the  furnace^  of  the  proe^aa  ol  OJ^ti?' 
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verting  it  into  pig  metal,  of  transporting  the  pig  metal  to  the  forges,  of  the 
process  of  refining  it  into  malleable  iron,  of  drawing  it  intp  bars,  and  the  ex- 
pense and  labor  of  providing  the  charcoal;  a  large  item  in  all  the  processes 
enumerated.  Such  a  mode  of  calculation  would  have  exhibited  entirely 
different  results,  as  regardis  the  ratio  of  labor  required  to  make  iron,  and 
re-manufacture  it  into  hardware,  &c.  Ther6  is  perhaps  no-species  of  roanii-  j 
facture  which  requires  so  great  an  aqiount  of  manual  and  animal  labor  as 
that  of  iron:  and  indeed  the  amount  of  manual  and  animal  labor  required  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron  is  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  encountered 
in  our  country^  and  may  be  stated  as  one  of  the  causes  which  has  retarded 
its  more  rapid  development  . 

If  it  should  be  asked,  why  it  is,  then,  there  should  be  so  large  a  con- 
sumption of  English  common  iron  in  our  country,  if  it  is,  as  is  asserted,  of 
so  inferior  a  quality — in  answer,  your  memorialists  would  observe  that  the 
explanation  of  the  reason  will  exhibit  the  operation  of  the  system  by  which 
the  Americap  consumers  are  supplied  with  iron^  which  is  of  some  import- 
ance, and  which  is  less  understood  by  them,  and  in  which  their  interests 
are  more  deeply  involved  than  is  generally  supposed. 

The  inferior  English  iron  finds  its  way  to  the  American  consumer  through 
the- importer,  retail  iron  dealer,  apd  finally  through  the  smith,  at  the  same 
price  of  the  more  valuable  American  article.  This  is  not'  the  effect  of  op^ 
lion  on  the  part  of  the  consumer,  who  has  no  means  of  knowing  the  quality 
of  the  article  until  its  use  has  exhibited  its  imperfection,  without  any  clue 
to  the  fact  that  the  iron  cost,  and  was  worth,  when  manufactured,  less  than 
half  what  good  American  iron  would  have  been  in  the  same  place.  For 
these  causes  the  American  consumer  is  made  to  pay  a  full  price  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  articles  of  his  consumption,  that  is  actually  worth  less  than 
half  what  it  would  have  been  if  made  of  American  iron.'  It  is  imposed  on 
him  by  the  combined  influence  of  the  iron  dealer  and  the  smith.  The  iron 
,  dealer  uniformly  obtaining  longer  credit  on  his  purchases,  and  larger  profits 
on  his  sales,  on  the  foreign  than  on  the  domestic  article,  is  willing  to  extend 
a  portion  of  these  advantages  to  the  smiths.  Another  inducement  created  in 
the  smith  to  supply  his  shop  with  an  assortment  of  this  inferior  article,  is 
owing  to  the  greater  perfection  of  the  system  of  rolling,  by  which  the  Eng- 
lish iron  is  furnished  in  a  greater  variety  of  sizes  and  fornis,  and  on  this 
account  better  adapted,  than  the  American,  to  the  easy  and  convenient 
fabrication  by  the  smith  into  the  various  articles  of  his  line. 

Thus,  in  the  aggregate,  an  immenstp  loss  is  sustained  by  th&  American 
consumer  of  iron,  the  operative  cause  of  which  they  have  no  knowledge, 
nor  means  of  averting,  so  long  as  the  inferior  article  forms  a  portion  of  our 
supply. 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary  to  press  on  the  consideration  of 
your  honorable  bodies  the  importance,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  of  the 
encouragement  of  the  production  of  iron  in  our  country,  both  as  it  regards 
its  defence  and  independence.  They  believe  that  even  tiiose  most  inimical 
to  the  protecting  policy  of  our  Government  regard  it  among  the  least  ob- 
jectionable of  all  the  branches  of  industry  which  has  received  that  protection. 
Previous  to  the  year  1828,  for  want  of  correct  information  as  to  the  amount 
of  duty  neeessary  to  afford  a  sufficient  protection,  the  rates  of  duty  esta- 
bHshed  by  Congress,  with  a  view, to  afford  it,  were  found  by  experience  to 
be  insufSeient  The  depressed  state  of  the  matv\i{«ie,taTe  of  \roa  for  the 
^i^uit  of  adequate  protectioD,  in  the  years  previous  lo  Vft^ft,  \tv^>ak^^^  ^^di^^ 
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iateiefted  in  the  manufiicture  of  it  to  apply  to  Congress  for  additional  pro- 
tection; and  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  justice  of  the  claim  for  this  addi- 
tional protectioni  and  to  enable  Congress  to  adjust  the  duty  so  as  to  afford 
a  sufficient  protection,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  investigated  the  subject,  by  a  personal  examination  of  those 
acquainted  with  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  this  country;  and  the  resi|lt  of 
their  labor  eventuated  in  the  establishment  of.  the  rates  of  duties  on  im- 
ported iron  contained  in  the  tariff  of  1Q,28.  During  the  late  war,  by  which 
all  foreign  supply  was  cut  off,  the  manufacture  of  iron  was  in  a  most  pros- 
perous stale.  But,  since  the  peace  of  IS  15,  with  but  few  and  transient  in- 
tervals, up  to  1828,  the  manufacturers  of  iroii  have  labored  under  a  most 
continual  embarrassment.  And  even  now,  with  a  protection  esteemed 
adequate,  the  business  does  not  afford  more  than  a  living  profit,  taking  into 
the  account  the  amount  of  capital  required  to  be  invested,  and  the  various 
risks  to  which  it  is  subject 

While  your  memorialists  are  vrilling  to  admit  that  the  present  rate  of 
duties  is  calculated  to  afford  sufjcient  encouragement  to  the  manufacture 
of  iron,  and  ensure  its  extension,  they  do  know,  from  experience,  that  it  is 
not  more  than  adequate  to  the  object;  and  they  believe,  that,  since  the  tariff 
of  1828,  a  sufficient  demonstration  has  been  furnish^'d,  by  the  great  increase 
of  iron  manufactories  in  our  country,  that  the  effect  of  the  additional  pro- 
tection will,   in  a  reasonable  time,  equal  the  results  produced  in  other, 
hraaches  of  industry,  now  in  the  most  prosperous  and  successful  operation. 
From  the  amount  of  ciq>ital  required  to  be  invested,  frotn  the  smallness  of 
Tetum  compared  to  the  magnitude  of  the  expenditure,  from  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  artizans,  the  w^nt  of  facilities  of  transportation,  and  other  causes 
beyond  the  control  of  the  manufacturer,  the  extension  of  the  iron  manu- 
facture mtsst  necessarily  be  of  slow  growth,  requiring,  from  the  causes  above 
stated,  greater  stimulants  to  secure  the  application  of  skill  and  capital.    The 
causes  which  have  retarded  its  previous  extension  have  partially  ceased; 
9  and  all  that  is  wanted  to  secure  its  prosperous  increase  is  confidence  in  the 
permaoenoy  and  stability  of  the  protection  it  now  enjoys.     We  speak  in 
reference  to  our  own  State,  .when  we  say  that  there  never  w^s  a  period  when 
.  the  attention  of  our  citizens  was  so  actively  directed  to  this  branch  of  do- 
ODestic  manufacture.     Much  of  "the  present  expenoiture  of  our  State  in  in- 
ternal improvements  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  afford  additional  facili- 
ties to  this  important  mangiacture;  and  many  of  our  citizens,  confiding  in 
the  protection  of  the  rates  of  duty  established   by  the   tariff  of  1828,  are 
DOW  making  large  investments,  with  a  view  to  extensive  operations  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron  on  improved  plans.     It  is  but  lately  that  the  capacity 
of  our  country  td  afford  all  the  raw  materials  for  an  abuhdant  supply  ol  iron 
has  been  developed,  and  this  development  has  produced  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise which  now  exists  in  the  different  States  of  the  Union  'to  open  ave- 
nues to  their  mines;  and  which  exists  in  so  great  a  degree  in  our  citizens,  to 
bring  them  into  active  operation.     Your  memorialists  feel  confident,   that 
ihould  the  protection  which  the  manufacture  of  iron  now  enjoys  be  con- 
tinued,   and  confidence  continue  to  exist  in  its  stability,  the   time   is  not 
^distant,  when  our  country  will  be  able  to  furnish  a*supply  of  iron,  equal 
to  its  grawing  consumption,  and  at  prices  at  least  as  low  as  it  could  be  im* 
ported  of  equal  quality.   '  It  is  not  improbable,  that  an  inferior  iron,  8\]Le\v^% 
is  imported  into  ihis  country  from  England^  in  large  quantities,  m^n\xt^<&- 
towd  by  the  system  of  puddling  androUmg  from  inferior  materi8la>  vr\\\  Vjfe 
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produced  in  this  country^  by  the  same  process^  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  imported 
free  of  duty. 

The  price  of  American  iron  is  gradually  receding,  being  now  from  075  to 
$85  per  ton^  and  not  $5  per  c^rt,  as  stated  in  the  petition  of  John  Sarchet 
and  others;  and  the  domestic  supply  is  rapidly  increasing,  amounting  at  tbo 
present  lime,  as  it  is  estimated  in  the  statement  accompanying  this  memonali 
to  120,000  tons,  instead  of  35,000  tons,  as  stated  in  the  same  petition. 

Should  a  speedy  advance  to  proficiency  in  this  manufacture,  under  a  set- 
tled system  of  protection,  be  doubted,  we  would  refer  to  some  of  the  branch* 
es  of  manufacture  which  our  Govern meul  has  heretofore  evinced  a  determi- 
nation 10  protect  from  foreign  competition,  by  levying  a  duty  at  oncQ  decid- 
edly ample:  one  item  in  the  list,  viz.  cut  nails,  the  progress  of  which  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  in  some  detail,  the  advance  towards  perfection 
and  cheapnesis  of  execution  in  many  other  articles,  are  believed  to  be  equally 
striking. 

In ,  a  duty  of  five  cents  per  lb.  w'as  laid  on  imported  cut  nails,  to  re- 
duce vvhich  it  is  believed  no  effort  has  since  been  made;  at  the  time  of  im- 
posing this  duty,  nails  were  chiefly  made  in  this  country,  in  small  establish- 
mentN,  by  imperfect  machine^y,  and  conducted  with  small  capital  and  but 
little  skill.  Confidence  in  the  security  of  the  home  market  soon  directed 
sufficient  capital  to  this  branch  of  manufacture,  to  establish  a  home  competi- 
tion equal  to  the  supply  of  a  rapidly  increasing  demand,  without,  in  any  in- 
stance, as  your  memorialists  believe,  alloftving  the  proprietors  lo  become  rich 
from  exorbitant  pnifits.  The  present  annual  demand  for  this  ariicle  is  about 
40,000  tons,  more  than  half  of  which  is  made  of  Russian  and  Swedish  iron, 
the  remaining  portion  being  made  of  American  iron— English  iron  being  of 
too  inferior  a  quality  to  admit  of  its  use.  The  lollowing  statement  exhibit^ 
in  a  clear  light,  the  effect  of  skill  and  management  enlisted  ander  the  securi- 
ty of  a  sufficient  protection.  •  S 

In  1816,  the  price  of  Swedish  and  American  bar  iron  was  81 10  to  Sl20 
a  ton, and  the  priceof  naib  assorted,  including  kegs,  was  \2  cents  per  lb. 
In  1817,  tlie  price  of  the  same  description  of  iron  was  885  per  ton;  and  the 
price  of  nails  was  S^*^  cent9  per  lb.     At  the  present  time,  bar  iron  is  from 
{SO  to  $S5  per  ton,  and  nails  assorted,  including  kq^s,  are  5^  cents  per  lb. 
Hence,  it  appears,  that,  in  I  SI  6,  the  manufacturer  got  for  his  labor  ^6  ^5  for 
manufacturing  and  selling  100^  lbs.  of  nails;  in  1817,  be  got  for  the  same 
$3  95;  and  for  the  same,  he  is  receiving,  in  1831,  oru  doiiar.    Your  memo-  ^ 
rialists  attribute  thc.<e  extraordinary  results  entirely  to  the  e£Eicient  and  pe^ 
manent  security  of  the  home  market  against  foreign  competitors;  which  hid  s 
the  effect  of  estabrishiag  almo^  at  once  a  sufficient  numbca*  of  domestic  com-  >^ 
petitors,  who  compel  each  other  not  only  to  uke  small  profits,  bat  also  to  s 
adopt  the  most  rigid  economy,  and  every  improvement,  or  withdraw  fitmi 
the  competition.  * 

The  same  edects  are  rapidly  developing  since  the  tariff  of  182S,  as  it  re-  "" 
gsnis  thte  manufacture  of  both  hoop  and  slit  iron,  notwithstanding  the  asser-  m 
lions  of  the  petition  of  John  Sarchet  and  others.     From  !S24  to  18^  but  '^■ 
little  progress  was  made  in  the  rolling  of  iroD,  owiog,  in  part,  to  a  want  of 
kiH>wled«;e  of  the  most  improved  plan  of  machinery,  and  partly  to  doubts  > 
of  the  sufficiency  of  the  amount,  and  continuance  of  the  protection;  and  it  it  ::: 
belier>e^*  that  w  ^ai  waseffooteJ  within  those  periods  did  not  produce  profit  to  s 
the  jftfre  i#iir.»r.   in  l^^iS,  ilic  v.uvy  oa these  dws?r ^\oas  of  iron  was  increased 
to  #0  txteai  UM  gart  ooo&knce,  wR  onl;  <£  YUao&caRwti  >\NX^Vt&iaQ^»^t;. 
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«  thst  period,  niDy  d«w  csUUiahmeiita  for  roDii^  iron  IwTe  gone  iot^ 
«tion,  aod  the  old  ones'have  been  improred  aod  extended;  produfeipg^ 
[lis  time,  nearly  all  the  Tariatiea  of  rolled  iron  embraced  in  the  Iist'*( 
e  iocluded  in  the  highest  rate  of  duties,  which  already  hare  admirably 
□ached  in  point  of  execution  to  the  perfection  gf  the  beat  English  nanu- 
re>  and  in  quality  of  material  greatly  superior:  And  it  is  beliered  by 
memorialists,  that  there  exists  a  reasonable  expectation  that  in  a  few 
■  the  Americad  consumers  will  be  supplied  with  iron,  in  all  the  varie^ 
am  and  size,  which  now  pays  an  impost  duty  of  three  and  a  half  cents 
lb.,  at  u  low  |H-iceB  as  ihey  had  to  pay  for  the  ssme  forms  and  sizes  fuiv 
ed  almost  «xclusively  by  British  manufacturers  previoua  to  the  tariff  of 
3;  and  in  point  of  iotriogic  value  worth  in  the  ratio  of  61.25  to  se.fiG, 
g  the  actual  difference  of  the  value  of  the  common  English  iron  import- 
ito  this  country,  and  the  English  hammered  iron,  which  is  not  of  a  su- 
ir  quality  to  the  American  iron..  The  reduction  of  price  of  the  Ameri- 
LTficle  withio  the  same  period,  has  been  as  decided  as  the  improTement  ia 
itjf  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  exhibited  in- the  annexed  table. 
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[n  the  present  state  of  the  pregressiTe  improvement  of  this  important 
inch  of  mapufacture,  affotding  the  most  cheering  evidence  of  a  rapid 
raneeiDent  and  extension,  calculated  in  a  short  time  to  afbrd  a  supply  of 
■a  equal  to  the  demand  of  a  rapidly,  increasing  domestic  conwmption,  it 
now  asked  of  Conpeei  to  withdraw  that  jn'oteotion,  to  which  alone  these 
pMlant  developmenU  are  to  be  attributed  as  the  operative  cause.  Tliey 
«  aA  it,  assert  that  nothing  short  of  the  reduetion  of  the  duties  to  the  ex- 
t  required  will  answer  Xheir  purposes;  and  your  memorialists  unhesitt- 
riy  aawrt  that  the  inevitable  coosequence  of  saeh  reduction  will  be  the 
ire  de|tntction-of  every  iron  catablisbment  in  the  United  States.  To  iI^- 
se  ConfreiB  to  adopt  so  abrupt  a  departure  from  the  established  ^liey  of 
:  OorenuBentj^d  to  abandon  the  protection  of  so  large  an  amount  of  veg(- 
intcreat;  tbepetitiooersJuFeflotafleredatitleof  ariacneetodemouAxMa, 
It,  in  aae  the  dmtiea  op   Iha  importation  of  forsign  iroB  wtxe  nfOlVtd, 
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they  were  prepared  to  (Contend  with  a  foreign  (^ompetitioD  in  the  mani]fiu> 
.ture  of  the  various  articles  of  hardware;  or  that  even  with  the  free  admifh 
sion  of  English  iron,  dripping  and  frying  pans,  and  tfu  tonsof  knittU^ 
needles^  about  which  so  much  is  said  in  the  ))etition,  woilld  not  continue  to 
find  their  way  into  this  country  from  Birmingham  and  Sheffield. 

They  have  exhibited  no  statement  showing  the  amount  of  the  capital  in- 
Vested  by  them  in  the  various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iroa^*orof  the 
extent  to  which  they  now  carry  on  the  manufacture  of  hardware,  of  the  va- 
riety of  articles  they  produce,  or  of  the  number  of  men  now  employed  in 
.the  various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron^  to  enable  Congress  to  make 
a  comparison  of  the  ecstent  of  interest  which  they  ask  to  •be  encour^ed 
My  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  iron,   and  the 
immense  amount  of  capital  and  property  now  invested  in  the  manufacture 
Qi  iron,  which  must  be  dest^yed  by  the  reduction  of  the  duties.     Th^ 
are  silent  as  to  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  destruction  of  the  manufac- 
ture of. iron,  to  an  extent  equal  perhaps  to  130,000  tons  annually,  conse- 
quent to  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  the  prices  of  foreign^iron;  or  as  to  the  proh     ^ 
pricty  and  policy  of  transfjerring  from  the  country  this  important  branch  of    ^ 
industry  now  in  a  suco^fi^I  operation^  to  a  foreign  country.     AH  these  mat-    ^ 
ters,  peurtinent  to  the  question  of  a  repeal  of  th^  duties  on  the  importation  of     ^ 
foreign  iron,  have  been  studiously  kept  out  of  view  in  the  petition:  and  all  ^ 
the  statements,  comparisons,  and  illustrations,  contained  in  the  petition^  prove   ^^ 
nothing  more  nor  less,  than  that  there  does  or  may  exist  certain  discre-   ^ 

Jancies  in  the  various  tariff  enactments,  with  regard  to  an  equable  proportion  y^ 
etween  the  duties  on  bar  iron  and  those^oa  hardware,  the  remedy  for  which  1^ 
is  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  before  referred  >» 
IQ,  viz.  <^  by  increasingthe  duties  on  hardware,  rather  than  by  reducing  them  i^ 
on  iron;''  a  remedy  which  the  petition  utterly  rejects  and  refuses  to  accept, 
because,  as  the  petition  gravely  asserts,  *^it  would  oiily  tend  to  substiiutt 
hempf  leather^  woodf'  and  other  cheap  materials,  for  the  iron  which  is  now  ~^ 
used.^*  ,  ^ 

In  short,  your  memorialists  are  satisfied  that  a  candid  perusal  of  the  pre-  ^^ 
sent  petition  of  John  Sarchet  and  9thers,  prayifig  for  the  repeal  of  the  dutr   ^ 
on  iron,  without  reference  td  the  source  from  whence  it  spring  cannot  fail    - 
to  produce  the  conviction,  that,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  protecting  ^'  the   ^ 
mechanics  engaged  in  tlie  variotis  branches  of  the  manufacturo  of  iron,"  it 
has  been  got  Up  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  whole  sy  stem  of  our  protect-     ^ 
ink  policy;  that  it  lays  the  axe  to  the  root  of  ^the  entire  system,  by  attempt- 
ing to  withdraw  from  the  pale  of  its  protection  a.nianufacture  ever  placed  in 
the  first  rank  of  the  productions  of  the  country  entitled  to  protection;  and 
that  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  would  be  to  strike  out  of  the  sys- 
tem the  strongest  feature  which  give^f  to  it  a  national  character. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  to  Congress,  that  the  eneourage- 
ment  of  the  manufacture  of  iron  has  ever  been  deemed  worthy  of  legislative 
•enactments,  and  the  production  been  considered  essential  to  national  inde* 
pendence  andxiefence.  , 

That,  by  a  series  of  acts  of  Congress  to  encodrage  its  manufacture  in  our 
country,  it  has  been  deemed  neieessary ,  to  secure  that  object,  to  protect  it 
from  a  fbreign  competition;  and  that  the  rates  of  duty  esitabliAed  by  the  ta- 
riff of  1828  were  founded  on^a  personal  examination  of  those  who  y^ereac- 
xfUMuted  with  the  manuiketure  of  it  in  our  country,  who,  were  capable  of 
/urMiing  the  information  of  the  amount  ot  d.u\^  nmMsm^  \a  protect  ^ 
^d  to.  Mecure  its  extension. 
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on  the  faith  of  this  long  series  of  legislation  affording  the  protection 
oTemment,  and  particuiarljr  oil  the  faith  of  the  prot^ion  afforded 
iriff  of  1828,  a  very  large  amount  of  capital  has  been  invested,  in 
new  estaUishments,  and  improving  and  extending  those  previously 
ed,  to  extend  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  our  country;  and  that  it  is 
as  stated  in  the  petition  of  lohn  Sarchet  and  others,  that  the  great- 
rtfon  of  the  hnon  eatablishments  in  ovlt  country  are  owned  by  rich 
ts,  but  that,  so  far  as  regards  our  own  State,  they  are  distributed  over 
very  county  in  our  State,  and  divided  among  a  large  number  of  our 
dng  citizens,  who  are  .not  entitled  to  the  character  of  <<rich  capital- 

• 

the  present  rates  of  duties  do  not  afford  more  than  such  a  protectioft 
ield  a  moderate  remuneration  to  the  capital  now  employed,  and  se- 
ixtension  of  the  manufacture  of  iron  commensurate  with  the  wants 
mntry." 

here  is  in  our  countrv  abundance  of  the  raw  materials  of  a  stiperi- 
ty  to  furnish  a  supply  of  iron  equal  to  the  increasinjE  demand  of 
e  consumption;  and  that  much  of  the  public  works  of  internal  im- 
Dts  in  which  the  difierent  Stales  are  now  engaeed^haye  been  under- 
k  afford  additional  facilities  to  the  production  of  iron  in  our  country; 
e  is  no  want  of  capital,  skill,  and  entei))rise,  to  engage  4n  the  buai- 
it,  under  the  protection  which  the  manuiftcture  of  iron  now  enjoys, 
dly  advancing  in  imprevements,  the  price  of  iron  decreasing,  and 
lestic  supply  rapidly  increasing;  and  that  nothing  is  wanting  biit 
iCe  i^  the  permanency  of  tlie  protection  it  now  enjoys,  to  produce 
n  the  production  of  iron,  in  our  country,  equal  to  what  has  been  de^ 

by  the  protection  afforded  to  other  branches  of  manufacturers  now 
lost  prosperous  state  of  maturity* 

should  the  duties  on  foreign  iron  be  repealed,  or  reduced  agreeably 
rayer  of  the  petitions  referred  to,  the  inevitable  result  must  be  to  de- 
^y  iron  ^taklishmeht  in  the  United  States;  and  to  involve  in  ruin  a 
lion  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  our  coontnr,  who  have  embark- 
fortanes  in  those  establishments,  whose  only  uult  will  have  been  to 
carded  t^eir  enterprise  on  the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
^tection. 

four  memorialists  deprecate  any  reduetion  of  the  present  sate  of  du« 
ibn,  which  they  allege  are  barely  su^cient  foi;  protection  and  exten- 
t  the  only  effisct  would  be  to  weaken  that  confidence  which  has  been 
doing  strength^  to  ^eter  those  now  engaged  in  the  business  from  in- 
g  new  improvements,  which  are  necessary  but  expetisive,  to  pre- 
er  capitalists  from  embarking  in  the  business,  and  to  destroy  its  now 
vancement 

it  is  easier  to  destroy  than  to  build  up:  and  should,  unfortunatelyi 
Bction  of  the  Government  be  now  withdrawn  from  the  manufacture 

and  the  present  fair,  prospects  of  its  prosperous  and  successful  esta- 
»t  be  again  blighted  by  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Government, 
follow,  thKt  this  great  country,  ^ith  all  Its  mighty  resources,  is  ever 
n  dependent  on  foreign  supply  of  an  article  of  immense  oonsump- 
e  production  of  which  is  deemed  essential  to  national  independeace 


memorialists  d<v  therefore^  most  earnestly  entreat  yowViotioti^A^>5o- 
ei  ia  aucb  m  maimw  oa  the  aubjeci  as  will  inspito  addvtiOYi»\.  cot&r 


dtonce  in  the  permanency  of  that  protection  which  haa  been  heretofore  ex- 
tended to  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  our  tx>untry-*-*>a  confidence  which  ises- 
flential  to  its  prosperity.  In  the  language  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufaetures  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  at  the  present  sesMOO 
of  Congress^ .  <<  It  is  thift  alone  which  can  give  it  vigorous  and  successfil 
eiction.  A  system  of  protection  may  appear  perfect  in  our  statute  booka, 
and  yet  be  useless  to  the  couAtry  if* exposed  to  perpetual  danger:  Skiil/al< 
xeady  matured,  will  not  venture  on  uncertainty.  The  power  of  inventioo 
will  never  be  exerted,  if  it  has  no  confidence  in  the  promise  and  repeated 
promise  of  support  Capital  will  never  come  to  the  aid  of  skill  and  enler- 
prise,  if  it  has  no  security  of  investment:  it  must  have  confidence;  it  muit 
and  solid  honesty  in  individuals  as  well  aafirmness  in  Government,  or  it  will 
not  be  employed. '^  — ^— 

Statement  exhibiting  the  probable  quantity  qf  Iron  now  made  in  the 

United  States.  y       - 

By  theofficialretorns  of  the  marshals,  inl810,  there  was  made,  during  that 
Tear,  at  the  different  establishments  in  the  United  States,  2T,05 1  tons  S.  bat 
iron. 

No  means  i^  possessed  of  ascertaining  the  quaqtity  imported  prior  to  the 
year  1816,  when,  by  a  statement  furnished  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasa- 
ry.  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  it  appeared  that  the  importation  of  bar 
iron  from  all  parts  of  the  worid«was  in  that  year  21,537  tons. 

By  the  same  returns  of  the  marshals,  there  was  made  in  the  year  1810,  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  3,534  tons  of  bar  iron.  In  the  year  1817,  when 
many  of  the  establishments  had  been  broken  down  by  the  peice,  and  the 
tariff  of  1816,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  the  same  State  was  reduced  to 
9,554  tons,  la  appeared  by  returns  made  to  a  committee  of  iron  maslert 
appointed  to  ebtain  information;  while  the  same  returns  stated  that  the  esta- 
blishments then  existing^ould  have  made^  if  the  price  had  ju^fied  it,  7,196 
tons.  • 

If  the  iron  works  of  the  United  States  had  all  poaaessed,  in  1817,  the 
same  capacity,  as  compared  with  1810,  that  tfiose  of  New  Jeraey  did,  then 
.4he  whole  quantity  of  bar  iron  that  eould  hfive  been  produced  in  1817  wouU 
ftave  been  about  55,000' tons. 

With  the  fact,  which  is  notorious,  that  the  iron  works  of  the  United 
States  have  greatly  increased  since  1817,  it  seems  incredible  that  the  whole 
domestic  production  diould  have  been,  in  18S8,  as  stated  in  the  petition  of 
John  Sarchet  and  others^  but  35,000  tons;  and  from  whatibllows,  it  will  be 
seen,  that,  from  whatever  diey/a  diis  estimate  was  made,  they  muat  hafe  beefe 
imperfeet,  and  that  it  is  erroneous,  and  much  helow  the  truth. 
Trom  the  foregoing,  it  appeyv,  that,  in  1816,  there  were  imported  of  fair 

iron,  -  -  -  .  -  .  -21,537tonB 

And  that,  in  181 0,  there  wu«  manufactured  in  the  United  States  27,051 

Together,  48,588 
We  have  no  means  of  determining  the  exact  quantiihr  manofaetured  ia 
1816.  It  was  probably  greater  then  in  1810,  as  the  emcts  of  peaoe,  and 
the  reduced  duty,  were  not  felt  until  1817;  but,  estimating  it  at  the  retums 
tef  1810,  and  it  would  give  for  the  entire  consumption  of  1816,  48,588  tons 
of  bar  iron.  Taking  into  consideration  the  vast  increase  of  rolUng  and  slit- 
UngmiliB,  nail  Works^  machine  shops,  steam  engine  factories,  and  other  es- 
"^bMbrnftntif  hf  whith  bar  iron  b  uied,  and  wYae\k\X  ia\xfX>H^  i&is^Mnd  have 
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Ml  itt  ft  ratio  mlich  greater  than  that  of  the  popa)atioO|  aod  then  ajld 
lie  regular  inrcrease  from  this  last  cause,  and  it  will  not  be  deemed 
iftble  to  estimate  the  present  consumption  of  bar  iron  in  the  United 
three-fold  that  of  1819:  it  has  probably  morie  than  quadrupled; 
the  first  and  lovrest  supposition,  and  call  it  150,000  tons. 
rarts  of  1830  have  not  been  pi^blished  in  detail,  but  ii^  1829  there 
imported,  of  rolled  Aar  iron,      -  <-  »  -  d,3;g0  tons' 

hammeredy         -  -  -  -  'r  29,430 


32,750 
ported  of  the  Sitme,        -    •        -  -  ^  -  260 


Remaining  for  consumption,  32,490 
ring  a  defieteney  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the  country,  and  to  be 
J  by  the  domestic  manufiieture*  of  about  120,000  tons,  instead  of 
as  slated;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  nail  factories  alone  re* 
I  annual  supply  of  nearly  4a,000.  tons,  this  estimate  will  not  be 
extravagant 

kese  estimates  refer  entirdy  to  |^r  iron,  apd  are  exclusive  of  castings 
iron,  which  9iay  be  finally  consumed  in  the  form  of  cast  iron.  If 
added  to  the  first,  and  the  whole  estimated  with  reference  to  the 
'  of  pig  iron  that  would  be  necessary  to  produce  it,  they  would  form 
xoeoding  170,000  ^ns,  and  would  be  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  pre- 
nofaeCure  of  Great  Britain,  and  surpass  her  entire  production  at  a 
m  recent  as'the  year  1802. 

vleason,  stove  and  hafdware  Edward  Martin,  saw  maker 
mu&clurar  Amos  Wattson,         do 

I  Howel^  ahip  smith  James  J.  Belair^        do 

rhompson,  iron  manufacturer  David  Foulke^  blacksmith 

Duncaiiy  do  Joseph  W.  Taylor,  shovel  sheerer 

k  Pearson,  ship  builders  James  WoQd;  jun.  shovel  maker 

Eton  Jackson*,  iron  dealer        John  Ceoley,  do 

iller,  blacksmith  E.  J.  Etting,  iaon  dealer 

^ood,  cart  and  wagon  maker  William  Clay,        do 
Miles,  do  John  Garrison 

t.  Fisher,  saw  mafker  E.  Gamystul 

n  Faolf  do  William  Miller 

J.  Fox,  do  Abraham  WiU 

Pricey  do  Geo.  H.  Tryon,  gun  smith 

leily,  do  H.  Smith  . 

iDifar,  do  Thomas  Fenner 

ilhoun,  do  William  L.  Potts,  dealer  in  iron 

ichollsy  do  Thomas  I.  Potts,  do 

traarleyy        do  Joseph  Knight,  do 

;acklM>use,  lion  dealer  Alfied  Jenks,  machinist 

(Tood,  saw  and  auger  manufac- Thomas  Yeri^es 
er  Samuel  6.  Weikel 

lOiehrai,         do  Thpmaui  Barnes 

Elannen,  eqger  maker:  «  Dennis  Mooney,  blacksmith 
Soy  der^  saw  laabr  Theodore  Lu,  do 

k^nffs/j^        do  Henry  Renner^  Ao 
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John  Chtlds,  blackAnith 
John  Hanson,  clo 

David  G.  Wilson,  wheelwright 
John  Nelson,  do 

Joseph  Margernm,      do 
.Thomas  Vandeventer,  do 
Henry  Kesster,  blacksmith 
John  Mullen,  do 

Thomas  Speakman,  do 
Joseph  Butcher^       do       / 
John  Henderson,     do 
Thomas  Groves,  wheelwrJlght 
Joseph  Kulp,  do 

William  S.  Hallowell,  ironmongw 
Henry  J.  Fougeray,  stove  finisher 
George. J.  Fougeray,        do 
WilHjam  Johnson,    '  do 

Joseph  Richards 
John  S.  Riddle,  iron  dealer 
William  Wood,  blacksmith     . 
Jonathan  Sutton,  .    do 
Henry  Schafer^  do 

Natlian  Barnaby,  do 
Isaac  Y.  Marae^Tim,  do 
Samuel  Thatcher,      do 


u 

Charles  Bates,  tin  and  wire  worker 

Isaac  P.  Morris^  irbnmanufiM^turer 

Levi  Morris,  do 

Jul.  Paschall  Morris,    do 

Joseph  Martin,  machinist 
,  John  Boyce,  do 

Timothy  Adams 

Thomas  Saurman,  blacksmith 

Thomas  B.  Hall,  do 

William  Hall,  do 

James  Rice,  machinist 

Edward  A.  Young,  steam  engine  mt' 
nufacturer 

Jesse  S.  Rutherford,         *     do 

Edmund  B.  HoUingsworth,  do 

Thomas  Altemus,  blacksmith  * 

M.  Abbott,  do 

James  Ewing,  do 

^  Edwin  B.  Clemms        do 

Reuel  Lewis,  steam  leogijie  manufiM* 
tntet 

S.  R.  Springer, 

John  Jaggers, 

Henry  S.  Garrett, 

Matthelv  Batton, 


Benja.  Frankiin,    wheelwright  and  Joseph  ^H.  Coates, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


wa^on  maker 
George  Esher,  do 

William  Ager,  do 

Samuel  Franklin,  do 

Samuel  Krewson,  do 

Thomas  Moore,  *  do 

F.  Bovell 

Orwin  J.  Leedom,  iit^n  dealer 
Charles  Johnson,  do 

George.  Richards,  blacksmith 
Edi^mnd  Jones  do 

Jacob  L.  Walter         do 
Martin  Sur,  wheelwright 
Henry  Elwell,  blacksmith 
Peter  L.  Snyder,     do 
John  Price,  do 

Asa  Wills,  do 

Richard  S.  Kirby,  do 
John  Mc Bride,        do 
Samue)  Elwell,        do 
John  N.'  Ackley,  stove  finisher 
Wrn*  H.  Pierce,  do 


Thomas  Thompson,  blatiksmith 

William  Trickett,  machinist 

JohnWize,  do 

William  Allen,         do 

Jo)in  Pirkens,  do 

Joseph  Falkrod,        do 

Joseph  Trueman*,      do 

Francis  Agnew,  blacksmith 

George  Clarke,  do 

John  Harmfin,  do 

Owen  Bird,  do 

Martin  Dalimao,       do 

Jno.  Kochersperger,  do  * 

Israel  Morris,  steam  engine  manufie- 

turer 
J.  Newell 
Alfred  Hooper 
Samuel  H.  Ruer 
Jasper  Buck,  sheet  iron  worker 
Jessb  Arter,      tinman 
Julius  Hubbard,  do 
Chauncey  Buck,  do 


—  ,  ^  f  — 

Clark  Palmiter,  tin  and  wire  worker  John  Warnock,  nail  manufactai«r 

K:]vvIp  Puncey,  do  Samuel  Portor,jitove  finisher 

J' :rcs  H- RohhinB,       db  Christian  Brand,        do 

Betijamia  W.  Oakley,  do  ]osepYiCQ^dL<bU)tna«3Di'Qi<8^ 
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Parker*  ibaehmist 
iorphj,  Uackamith 
ohgMiy        do 
ilevin,         do 
aney 

id 

rest 

^arker 

i .  BuntiDg,  hardware  dealer 

Rogers,  •do    . 

Howell»  do       * 

.  M,  Sill 

ar 

UejFy  blacksmith 

lemaiiy  iron  manufBicturer 

mien 


A.  M.  Jones,  iron  manufacturer 

Thomas  Yardley    * 

J.  O.  &  D.  B.  Stacey 

M.  Humphreys 

William  Adibringe 

Alexander  iQracy 

Aledmo  B.  Hume 

R.  A.  PhilsoUp  iron  manufacturer 

W.  Bunker 

William  Rowland,  saw  manufactarer 

James  Rowland  &  Sons,  iron  and  steel 

manufacturers 
Wm;  Peirsol 
Hem*y  H.  SteeVens. 
Isaac  Albertson* 

Mark  Richards,  iron  manufacturer  . 
Ekigar  H.  Richards,  do    '  ' 


e  subscribers,  wheelwrights  and  carriage  builders,  do  certify,  that, 
!  purposes  for  which  iron  is  used  in  our  estaUishtnents,  American 
eferred  for  every  part'of*the  work,  except  for  tyre.  We  use  Eng- 
l  iron,  in  consequence  of  its  evehness  in  wi(ith  and  thickness,  and 
tage  in  obtaining  it  at  a  less*prfce. 

uld  jMefer  the  American  iron^  even  for  tyre^  if  the  price,  and  even- 
idth  and  thickness,  were  the  same  as  the  Eqglish. 

Ulpkioj  February  10,  1831. 

John  Childs . 
Joseph  Margerum 
John  Nelson 
•  Thomas  Vandeyenter 

Deftnis  Mooney 
,      John  Hanson 
Joseph  Butcher 
Hugh  B.  Hamer 
David  G.  Wilson 


Henry  Eessler 
Joseph  Kulp 
Thomas  Speakman 
John  Henaerson 
Thomas  Groves 
John  Mullen 
Samuel  Jones 
Samuel  D.  Howdl 


ite 
uber 
a|,  jun. 
Wari^ington 
L  Davis 
ptis  '  . 
Lennedy 
W.Starr 
[cCane 
M.  Wetherill 
Latimer 
reebom 
PotU 


Henry  Budd 
•M.  Verren 

C.  B.  Satham 
Matthew  L.  Bevan 
Saml.  M.  Lr^pincott 
Wm.  Lippincott 
Josgsh  Cabot 

D.  E.  Wilson 
D.  H.Duiin 
Jno.  M.  Ash 

JoiL  Bispham,  jun. 
Morris  6.  Meredith 
James  Mussrave,  jun. 
OeorgeLf  ^Bevan 


Thomas  Hale,  jun- 
Fredk.  Brown 
Edward  F.  Jackson 
C.  Macalister,  jun. 
Thomas  P.-  Meyers 
J.  Yorke 
O.  F.  Godley 
John  Moove 
M,  B.  Denmaii 
*  Robeson  Moore 
S.  McFarland 
Wm.  Newell 
A.  Rodgiers 
Thosi  A.  Pajpl 


[eo] 


i« 


Jbseph  Devir 
Charles  F.  Devir  • 
David  St^hena 
Wm.  G.  Lybrand 
Thomas  Sheridan  • 
Geo.  W.  Williams 
Samuel  Williamson 
Daniel  R.  Knight 
J.  M.  Stephens 
Alex.  Adams 
Charles  Steliwagon 
J.  W..  Throckmorton . 
Wm.  A.  Burk 
J.  G.  Thomas 
Anthony  Green  • 

C.  F.  Clarke 
C.  R.  liiokman    . 
Thomas  Mansfield 
Charles  Harkness 
Gilbert  Gaw 
B.  Crawford 
Jesse  Godley 
Thomas  Taylor. 
Dati.  Graeff 
W.  Wurts 
Wm.  Musgrave 
Aaron  Denman  , 
N.  Wurts 
Jacob  Lex 
Francis  Cooper 
Joseph  Rorer,  jun.. 
Archd.  Wright 
Charles  F.  Lex 
Thomas  1V(.  Smith . 
Reese  H.  Jones 
J.  Ridgway 
E.  B.  Foster 
Stephen  W.  Smith 
Edivard  Smith    . 
Moses  KemptOQ 
James  Martin 
H.  L.  Carson. 
Lewis  Wain 
J.  Fisher  Learning  ' 
Henry  Farnham 
Wm.  Patterson 
Hiram  Kelly 
John  Wiley 
Jacob  R.  Smelt 
Charles  W.  Smith 
Gideon  ScuU 


H.  F.  HoUiogshead 
N.  B.  Thompson^ 
W.  Piatt 

Amos  Taylor,  jun. 
J.  Few  Smith     . 
Chaiies  A.  Harper 
Wn.  C.  Ackeiman 
Jam^s  Mufiorave 
W.  H.  Hart       . 
J.  Tagert 
AoAOS  W.  Butcher 
Thomas  Meyers     • 
W.  Patton^jun. 
Thomas  Matlack 
Jos,  H.  Smith 
J.  Newman 
J.  McCaoley 
Wm.  Butcher 
*John  Mingle^  jon. 
*Daniel  Thompson 
*Jesse  Price      «    • 
•Jno,  Snyder 
*John  Moore 
'Maximilian  Leech 
*John  Moore 
*Abraham«  West 
^Alexander  Martin 
James  Davis 
*Jno.  Minglei  sen. 
Robert  Lponey 

•'Isaac  Keeler 
Sam.  W.  Ru3h 
*John  Gossler 
•Lewis  Ourt 
*B.  Winning 
•John  Durclin* 
•Andrew  C.  Vauclain 
♦Philip  Heyl 
Henry  Foreman 
•John  Russell 
•John  Leighton 
•James  Oram 
•Samuel  Joardon 
•John  Haines 
•Henry  Clise 
•Philip  Gkisse 
•Hiram  Pool 
•Samuel  Warner 
B.  W.  Richards 
R.  E.  Gray 
H.  De  ]9ave!n 


Geo.  J.  Weaver         • 
Benjamin  Joneii 
Sam.  H.  Gray 
D«  Greene 
•James  English 
♦Hugh  Madiewf 
E.  D.  Taw 
•William  J.  Minfor4 
•Tliomas  Wallas 
•Muriz  Foy 
Amos  Howell 
.  'Thomson  Condon 
•George  Aubry 
•James  C.  Stelle 
•Davis  ThoiUM 
Samuel  Richards 
Cornelius  F.  Smiti| 
Samqel  Jobson,  jum 
John  B.  Ward 
Anthony  Neill 
•Wm.  McClone 
•William  Dnnlap  - 
James  Stangbton 
Henry  HuW»  jon.     ' 
•JohnGrahftm 
•Edmund  McDonald 
John  Hain 
Henry  Kuhl 
Frederick  Beates 
•WUliam  A.  Teachman 
•Conrad  Wiegand' 
•Gurney  Frazer 
•Thomas  Boone 
William  Wattamy 
•John  McDaniel 
B.  B.  Howell 
Thomas  S.  Richards 
He;iry  W.  Howell 
Robert  Martin 
G-eorge  Gardner 
Ogle  ^  Watsoa  • 
•Thomas  Field 
•Isaac  Deaves 
•P.  Orie  t  Watson 
Jacob  L«aw8on 
•James  Thropp 
Christian  Lehmin 
James  Albertsoi^ 
Washington  Wkiil^ia 
Henry  Kramar 
WiUiam  EdwvKto 


•7 
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im  Iltglit 

S.  Lybrand 
r  P.  Jones? 
I  Taylor 
P  W.  «!charcl« 
MeAttiflter 
M.  Aleer 

Pattison 
tPbtUt 

Haekep 
Tnidts 
McCanles 
Sherrerd  ' 
Camean 
mt  S.  Ruetfez 
Sellers 
rd  W.  Wells 
T.  Anderson 
A  Bisphsm 
e  H.  Anden^ii 
»  £^oer 

Foaier 
m  Wnqr 
Slendanid 
.  Gurney  Smith 
am  Wlieliii 
A.  Leaoiy 
Jordan 
'jiauque 

G.  Alexander 
Oder  Cjok 


'Hudson  Colman 
Conrad  Cahii 
William  01is 
Thomas  M.  Eversdn 
Jabez  Whnall 
Alexander  Rich 
R.  F.  Witaon 
Michael  Tracy 
Jonatiian  Curtis 
John  Warriek 
Lewis  Waterman 
John  Waterman 
Charles  Souder^ 
Henry  Allcfain 
E.  J.  Cooper 
Johft  F.  Any 
John  Baird  • 

Robert  Gilmof 
Robert  Flowers 
Oaoiel  Sti^ 
Osborn-Sneath 
Isaac  Warner 
J.  M.  T#mp8on 
George  Da^id 
Charles  Williams 
Charles  Conwell 
William  Adolph 
Jam^s  Ward 
Willianj  Curtis 
George  W.  Blanchard 
William  Jack^on 


'  Enoch  Snyder 
•Charles  Field 
Orlando  Gray 
Edward  Fenton 
Joseph  Y.  Cooper 
David  Steel 
William  McGonegal 
George  W.  Osborne 
Samuel  Henry 
Lewis  Way 
8.  R.  Warrington 
J.  G.  Colesberry 
John  Goodin,  jun. 
H.  Colesberry 
S.  Konigmacker 
Jona.  Sowers 
Thomas  C.  Price 
Jno  S.  Russell  . 
Solomon  Smith 
A.  P.  W>ight 
R.  R  Biinton 
Uriah  Bulkley 
Horatio  G.  Rowley 
Hubbs  &  M onteliusy 

calico  printers 
Thomas  Robinson 
Ed  w.  Duffey,  blacksmith 
Michael  Jafney,     do 
Thomas  L.  Plowman 
D.  Pierce 
Edw.  W.  Lewis 


do  hereby  certify,  that  all  the  above  names  to  which  are  prefixed  and 
2d  marks  in  red  ink,  \ denoted  in  print  by  an  asterisk  *  ]  are  of  per- 
^ho  are  smiths  or  workers  in  iron. 


Thomas  St  Richards^ 
Edward  Smith 


Washington  Jackson 
Samuel  Richards 


»  the  subscribers,  wheelwrights  and  oerrtage  buildet^,  do  certify,  that, 
the  purposes  lor  which  iron  is  used  in  our  establishments,  American 
I  preferred  lor  every  part  of  the  wx)rk,  except  for  tyre.  We  use 
ii  rolled  iron  in  consequence  of  its  evenness  in  width  and  thickness, 
e  ^viotege  in  obtaining  it  al  a  less  price. 

would  prefer  the  American  iron  for  tyre,  if  the  price,  and  evenness 
ith  and  tUeJmess,  were  the  same  as  the  English, 

Jadelpkia,  February  10,  183L 

T.  C.  Humphreys 
John  Goheen 
^TumerRisdon 
^      BiehBtdS.  Humphreys 


fj 


John  Sinkler 
Jacob  J   Collings 
Jaines  Lukene 
Charles  ILaiu 


Ctof  IS 

m 

lute  Colt  Oi^kW$lamh  mMiumm 
Amos  HowqU  to  Thos.  O^ 

Oeorge  Wearer  Henry  Hi|bcry  jr. 

James  B.  Wood  (George  Jefiies 

Fnneis  Smith  Robt.  E.  N«ttle , 

John  Ham  John  K.  Sheweii 
William  Wamnoe 

• 

We,  the  snbseribert,  mamifiMtnrori  of  fleam  engines  and  steam.  bo3a% 
do  certify^  that  the  use  of  English  bar  iron  is  not,  with  our  knowledge,  d> 
lowed  to  be  used  in  making  any  of  mid  machinery^  in  consequence  of  ki 
known  inferiority  to  AoMrican  iron  manufiMitnred  in  the  State  of  Pena^i^ 
Tenia,  the  latter  being  in  every  respect  a  better  article  to  the  ccmsimier* 
We  have  no  knowledge  of  English  pig  iron  heina  used  for  making  bar  iroa 
in  this  country.  English  pig  iron  is  used  for  mmtingy  in  cupola  and  air  fiff- 
nacesy  to  great  advantage,  with  a  portion  of  American  pig  tron,  lo  give  Ike 
requisite  strength  in  making  cast  iron  wheels. 

PkUadelphiOf  February  8|  18SI.  Levi  Morris  %l  Go. 

M.  W.  - 


We,  the  subscribersy  hereby  certify,  tbat  Thomas  Holtoway,  Rush  ft.  Mob* 
lenbergy  Hyde  &  Flint,  Levi  Morris  k  Co.,  and  M.  W.  Baldwin,  are  the 
principal  engine  and  boiler  makers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  we 
supply  them  with  nearly  all  the  boiler  pistes  and  other  iron  they  make  use 
of;  and  that  they  onifermly  purchase  American  iron,  and  (tisslaim  the  use 
of  English  iron. 

Edward  SoRth  &  Son, 
Washington  Jackson. 

And  we  further  certify,  that  Thomas  Holloway  and  Rush  &  Muhlenber| 
admitted,  that  the  above  first  certificate  was  In  all  respects  correct;  but  bar- 
ing signed  the  former  memorial,  praying  a  reduction  of  duty  on  iroui  they 
declined  signing  this. 

Edward  Smith  &  Soo» 
Samuel  Richards. 

New  York  J  January  7,  182S. — ^We  do  hereby  certify,  that  we  were  thii 
day  present  at  an  experiment  made  at  the  works  of  the  Sterling  Company, 
in  this  city,  on  the  strength  of  a  three-quarter  chain  cable,  made  from  iron 
manufactured  by  the  Peru  Iron  Company.  The  English  standard  proof  of 
that  sized  cable  is  ten  tons.  The  cable  abdvementioned  was  carried  to  dou- 
ble that  proof,  when  it  was  determined  to  extend  the  proof  unlil  it  shoe  Id 
break.  It  was  accordinf^y  extended^  and  finaUy  broke,  at  a  pressure  ef 
twenty-seven  tons.  -And  we  further  certify,  that  an  inch  and  a  qnartsr 
square  chain  made  from  the  ssme  iron,  and  without  braces,  was  eohjeeled  to 
similar  proof,  and  carried  as  high  as  seventy  tons,  without  breaking,  whsft 
the  experiment  was  discontinued. 

Bennington  Gitt, 

Saperintendent  of  the  Sterling  Wofla. 

Julius  C.  Johnsoi^ 

Fsreoian  of  clmin  ca'^lc  depaitmeat* 

New  Terkf  Jbn.  7,  IMS. — ^We  were  present  at  the  above  experiment 
whiefa  we  confirm.  Nathaniel  Richarda      Junes  B.  Murrsf 

Johti  Houe,  iaft.  ft.  W.  WiMer. 

€kooli  Uoyt, 

k 


Ist  CoiroREs^  r  fil   1 


2d  SeMsion. 


IN  SENATE  OF'THE  UNITED  STATES. 

February  22,  183L 


Bead,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Chase  made  the  follcnving 

REPORT: 

Vhe  Committee  ^i  Petvnans^  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  11 /A  instant  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  Edward  S.  Meeder^  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
for  arrearages  of  pension  from  the  time  of  his  receiving  his  wounds 
to  the  commencepient  of  the  pension  he  now  enjoys,  and  also  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  his  pension,  report: 

That  it  is  abundantly  proved,  by  documentary  evidence  on  file  in  the  Pen- 
ion  office,  that  the  said  Edward  S.  Meeder  was,  on  10th  of  August,  1814, 
nan  engagement  with  the  enemy  near  Black  Rock,  in  the  State  of  New 
iTork,  injured  by  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  left  leg;  that  the  ball  is  now 
lodged  therein,  and  that  the  muscles  of  the  limb  are  contracted  thereby; 
that  he  also  received  a  wound  in  the  right  hand,  by  which  the  fingers  of 
that  hand  are  contracted,  stiff,  and  useless;  that  he  likewise  received  a  con- 
tusion from  a  splinter  from  a  gUn  carriage  in  the  back,  which  renders  his 
Mick  lame. 

It  also  appears  that  the  said  Meeder  made  application  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  a  pension  in  1820,  and  was  placed  on  the  pension  list  on  the  27th 
lay  oC  September  of  that  year,  his  evidence  being  then  completed,  at  the 
rate  of  three-fourths  disability,  and  his  pension  six  dollars  per  month.  The 
aid  Eklward  S.  Meeder  also  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee, 
hat,  after  being  wounded,  as  before  mentioned,  and  while  in  the  hospital  at 
Sleven  Mile  creek,  he  obtained  a  furlough  on  account  of  his  severe  wounds, 
md  by  the  assistance  of  his  friends  was  enabled  to  return  home  immediate- 
y  to  his  family  in  Vermont.  That,  agreeably  to  his  furlough,  he  remain- 
id  in  Vermont  until  the  t^pring  of  1815,  and  then,  as  directed  m  his  furlough, 
le  repaired  to  his  regiment  at  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts;  on  his  arriving  at 
^ittsfieid,  he  was  directed  to  march  to  Greenbush,  New  York,  to  receive 
lis  discharge  from  the  army.  Captain  Harrison,  of  the  company  to  which 
he  said  Meeder  belonged,  because  of  wounds  and  sickness,  was  Uien  absent 
rom  Greenbush,  and  Meeder  was  thereby  prevented  from  obtaining  the 
ertificate  necessary  to  establish  his  right  to  a  pension;  nor  did  Meeder 
Lnow,  as  he  alleges,  where  his  said  captain,  Harrison,  was  to  be  found. 
rhe  said  Meeder  further  alleges,  that,  in  1820;  he  found  Captain  Harrison 
a  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  and  obtained  from  him  the  necessary  certi- 
icate,  and  thereupon  made  to  the  War  Department  appUcatiou  (or  i^)^^^^ 
wYneh  nsuit^  sb  beforo  related, 


[61  ]  2 

The  said  Meeder  furtlier  represents  that  he  is,  in  eonsequence  of  his  saii 
woandsy  reduced  to  a  very  deplorable  and  distressed  situationf  he  has  a  wiib 
and  nine  children  dependent  on  him  for  support,  while  he,  because  of  hii 
severe  wounds  and  crippled  condition,  i#  wholly  unable  to  labor  for  bit 
own  subsistence  or  that  of  his  family.  He  alleges,  that,  at  the  time  of  hit 
enlistment  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of  hit 
country  presented  to  bis  mind,  as  inducement  to  assume  the  duty  and  ha* 
zard  of  a  soldier's  life,  the  promise,  among  other  things,  that,  if  he  should 
be  wounded  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  he  should  receive  a  pen- 
sion in  proportion  to  his  disability,  in  consequence  of  such  wound,  and  to 
continue  while  such  disability  continued.  Confiding  in  such  promise,  he  i 
enlisted)  and,  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  was  wounded,  as  before  ^ 
stated,  and  thereby  wholly  disabled  from  the  performance  of  any  maniul 
or  bodily  labor.  He  now  asks  that  the  arrearages  of  pension  may  be  psid 
him  from  the  date  of  his  discharge  afpresaid  to  the  day  his  present  alloW' 
ance  of  pension  commenced,  and  that  his  pension  may  be  increased  from 
aix  to  eight  dollars  per  month. 

The  committee  consider  that  the  facts  abovementioned  are  clearly  proved, 
and  that  the  claim  of  the  said  Meeder  is  reasonable  and  just,  and  therefon 
Kport  the  accompanying  biU. 


^^^^7 


Slat  eoir«sas^j  r  ii*  l 

9d  Sexdon.  L  '»  J 


^MEMORIAL 


Of 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  MILITIA, 

Ftajfing  that  an  efficient  and  uniform  system  be  adopted  for  the  regu^ 
iaiian  and  government  q/  the  militia  qf  the  United  States. 


PSBftUARY  23,  1S31. 

Befened  to  tlie  Committee  on  Milttaiy  Affaiz!i»  and  orderad  to  be 


At  t  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  several  divisions  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bilitia,  assembled  at  Boston  on  the  19th  dav  of  January,  18dl„  idler  a  full 
diseyssion,  during  a  session  of  three  days,  of  the  evils  and  abuses  of  the  pre* 
sent  milttia  system,  it  was  unammousfy  voted  that  Major  Huntington,  of 
Salem,  and  Col.  TyJer,  of  Boston,  and  Otpt  Blake,  of  Boston,  be  appoint* 
ad  a  committee  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States^ 
setting  ibrth  the  views  of  this  conveiAb,  and'  that  said  committee  be 
iQthorized  to  transmit  the  same.  ^ 

Attest;  WM.  P.  ENDICOTT,  J  e       ^     • 

RGBT.  CH AS.  WINTHROP,  5  '^«^«'«»^- 

lb  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representatives  qf  the  United  States  of 

America  in  Congress  assembled: 

Tlie  memorial  of  a  convention  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts^ 
from  ail  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  assembled  in  Boston,  on  the  19th 
lanuary,  A.  D.  1831, 

Bl9PBCm7LI.r    BEPRESBKTS: 

That,  considering  a  well  regulated  militia  as  the  only  natural,  safe^  and 
jpnper  defence  of  a  free  State,  we  have  ever  held  the  principles  of  this  insti- 
tution in  the  highest  respect     History  teaches  how  much  we  are  indebted 
to  it  fior  the  renown  which  was  accorded  to  us  as  colonisth,  and  experience 
teaches  the  extent  of  our  obligation  to  it  for  our  glory  as  a  nation.     The 
Ailitia  system  is  so  intimately  incorporated  with  our  republican  institutions^ 
as  at  once  to  become  the  principal  means  of  national  security,  State  sove- 
leiffDty,  and  individual  liberty.     Its  destruction,  therefore,  cannot  be  view- 
id  by  OS  with  indifference;  but  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  its  preserva- 
tion essentially  depends  upon   its  being  so  improved  and  ameliorated  as 
ketter  to  adapt  its  principles  to  the  circumstances  of  our  present  condition. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  given  Congress  the  power  to 
provide  for  organizing,  armings  and  disciplining  the  nuL\itAa>  axid>  Vn  Q)e;t» 
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tain  cases,  for  calling  them  into  actual  service;  reserving  to  the  States  m^ 
spectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  ot  training  *  ' 
militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress.  Thus,  co-oi 
nate  powers  over  the  same  subject  are  vested  in  different  authorities, 
monstrating  the  necessity  of  good  faith  and  mutual  co-operation  in  their  lo^ 
ercise.  It  would  be  entirely  useless  for  the  United  States  to  provide  forthv* 
enrolment,  organization,  and  arming  of  the  militia,  and  a  svstem  of  disdh 
pline  for  its  government  and  instruction,  unless  the  several  States  prori^, 
ed  for  officering,  training,  and  instructing  it,  according  to  such  or^ania- 
tion  and  system  of  disciphne:  so,  on  the  other  hand,  any  Stale  provition  far 
the  exercise  of  its  reserved  powers,  of  officering  and  trainingf  would  b 
useless  unless  Congress  provided  for  an  enrolment  and  organiasation,  ae*^ 
cording  to  which  the  power  oY  training  the  militia  might  be  applied. 
Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  8,  1792,  the  Legislature  of 
this  Commonwealth  has  apparently  endeavored,  by  various  enactments,  t9 
carry  into  effect  the  requirements  of  that  law,  and  of  such  other  actsofCoft* 
gress  as  have  since  been  passed.  To  this  end,  various  fines  and  penaitisi 
have  been  prescribed,  such  as  the  Legislature  has  deemed  sufficient  to  ^  , 
force  obedience.  These  fin^s  have  been  modified  from  time  to  time.  Tno 
number  of  persons  liable  to  the  performance  of  active  duty  has  been  olMS 
and  again  reduced,  and  the  number  of  training  days  has  been  lessened; 
yet  discontents  have  existed,  and  still  prevail,  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  ^ 
the  present  system  in  this  Commonwealth,  some  of  which,  we  zpprthtnif 
can  be  allayed  only  by  an  amendment  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  enrol- 
ment,  organization,  and  armins  of  the  militia.  These  are  matters  within 
the  sole  control  of  the  National  Kgislature;  and  we  have  deemed  itproperv 
therefore,  respectfully,  to  ask  the  attention  of  Congress,  to  some  of  the  ^vili 
of  the  existing  laws,  that  they  J||ne  who  have  the  power  may  apply  tbe 
remedy.  ^ 

Of  all  the. checks  upon  the  different  branches  of  authority  in  our  GloveriH 
ment,  none,  at  first  sight«  appear  to  be  more  incongruous  than  those 
which  relate  to  the  militia.  These  were  imposed,  however,  by  experienced 
statesmen,  and  were  not  merely  the  result  of  reflection,  but  of  practice. 

When  we  consider  that  the  National  Government,  with  its  powerful  army 
and  navy  divided  or  concentrated  at  will — its  garrisoned  forts  at  the  mouthsof 
our  navigable  rivers,  and  of  the  harbors  of  our  populdus  cities,  may  also  ha?e 
t^e  militia  ia  its  service,  and  under  its  control,  the  value  of  the  reservatioa 
to  the  States  of  the  right  to  officer  and  train  that  militia  may  be  properiy 
estimated.  The  only  dependence  the  States  would  have  iagainst  an  attempt 
at  concentrated  authority,  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  upon  the* 
State  pride  and  connexions,  the  local  habits  and  feelings,  the  interest^  the 
virtue,  and  patribtism,  of  their  own  officers,  and  their  habitual  influence 
over  men  of  like  habits,  with  whom  they  had  always  trained  and  assbciated. 
Should  such  an  attempt  be  made,  in  as  much  as  this  would  be  the  only  nfe- 
guard  of  Stete  rights,  we  look  to  tlie  friends  of  the  Federal  Union  for  its 
support  and  continuance.  Congress  must  begin  the  great  work  of  militia 
reform.  We  humbly  conceive  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  demand  it  at 
their  hands.  Though  the  militia  is  a  State  force,  the  States  have  authorized  the 
United  States  to  command  its  services  on  certain  occasions,  and  these  arc 
probably  the  most  important  occasions  of  any  on  which  it  will  be  called  to 
act.     The  States  have  yielded .  to  the  National  Government  the  important 
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lwwei]8of  enrolmentaDd  organization,  and  of  protiding  the  mode  of  arming 
the  militia,  and  prescribing  its  system  of  discipline.  This  was  done  under 
Urn  ftill  belief  that  these  powers  woiild  be  exercised  according  to  the  emergen- 
eies  of  tne  countries. 

It  is  not  intended  to  impute  to  the  national  councils  any  disposition  to 
iFoid  the  fulfilment  of  their  obligations,  far  from  it;  we  have  derived  equal* 
advantage  and  satisfaction  from  the  distribution^  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, of  books  of  tactics,  to  the  officers  of  the  militia;  and  we  have  observed 
that  committees  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  have  been  appointed  at  every 
session  since  the  late  war,  most  of  which  have  reported  bills  of  different 
forms,  all  intended  to  give  relief,  though  none  have  passed  to  be  enacted. 
The  subject,  we  are  aware,  is  attended  with  numerous  intrinsic  difficulties. 
Even  the  practicability  of  establishing  a  uniform  national  militia,  in  a  con- 
federacy of  sovereign  States,  has  been  doubted  by  many;  though  none,  as 
we  believe,  doubt  its  utility,  if  it  can  be  accomplished.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  no  constitutional  impediment  to  a  harmonious  co-operation  between 
the  State  and  Federal  Governments,  on  this  subject,  exists.  We  reject  that 
uof«imded  jealousy  which  considers  the  National  Government  as  a  foreign 
Government,  made ybr  us,  and  not  by  us,  as  imlependent  of  public  opinion, 
and  not  founded  upon  it.  If  public  sentiment  requires  a  change  in  the  mi- 
litia system,  it  matters  not  whether  the  powers  by  which  it  is  accomplished 
belong  in  whole,  or  in  part,  to  the  State,  or  the  United  States;  whether  they 
are  ooH)rdinate,  dependent,  or  contingent,  it  will  be  effected,  and  the  voice 
^the  people  will  applaud  what  the  good  of  the  people  demands. 
^  Confiding,  then,  in  the  entire  practicability  of  establisuing  a  uniform  mili- 
tia system  throughout  the  United  States,  we  beg  leave  to  advert  to  the  vast 
difference  between  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at  the  time  the  existing 
kw  of  enrolment  was  passed,  and  the  present,  to  show  the  necessity  which, 
in  our  opinion,  imposes  on  Congress  the  duty  of  revising  and  amending  the 
militia  system. 

In  1792,  our  population  was  but  about  four  millions;  the  British  Cana- 
dian and  other  possessions  circumscribed  our  northern  borders;  notwith- 
standing the-  peace,  the  British  army  retained  the  possession  of  several 
strong  military  posts  within  our  acknowledged  territory;  liie  Indians  were 
in  a  state  of  hostility,  or  of  uncertain  quiet;  the  Spaniards  possessed  Florida 
and  Louisiana,  and  claimed  to  hold  fast  the  keys  of  Uie  Mississippi;  our  army 
was  small;  we  had  neither  a  navy  nor  fortifications;  our  republican  principles 
awakened  the  jealousy  of  kings;  our  strength  and  resources  were  scarcely 
known  abroad;  and  our  laws  were  openly  resisted  by  our  own  citizens  at  home. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  enrolment  of  every  able  bodied  man,  from 
oghteen  to  forty-five,  was  not  only  justifiable,  but  necessary.  But  so  wide- 
ly different  is  the  condition  of  the  twelve  millions  of  people  our  limits  now 
Gpmprehend,  so  directly  and  strongly  contrasted  in  everj^  essential  par- 
ticular, that  a  recital  of  oqr  present  happy  situation  is  manifestly  unnecea- 
MTy.  May  we  not  inquire,  then,  whether  much  less  than  the  present  num"^ 
bcr^f  militia,  if  properly  instructed,  would  not  be  fully  sufficient  to  meet 
any  sudden  emergency  which  may  be  expected  to  arise?  Anticipating  aa 
awmative  reply  to  this  inquiry,  we  cannot  perceive  an  objection  to  a  re- 
dnelioD  of  the  present  enrolled  force  to  such  a  number  as  should  always  be 
iaiffieient  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  suppress  insurrection,  and  m^ 
pel  tiie  first  onset  of  the  invader;  and  we  humbly  apprehend  that  this  n%9^ 
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Quy  iiumber  will  be  led,  if  the  present  ages  of  enrolment  ibould  be 
tially  reduced.    • 

Afj^ain,  we  humbly  conceive  that  nothing  but  the  state  of  the  public  n^ 
sources  could  have  justified  the  requisition  of  the  act  of  1792,  that  privat€$ 
should  (trm  themselvesj  which  is  iiowthe  subject  of  such  just  complaint;  and 
the  further  requisition,  that  the  officers  should  provide  their  companies  and 
regiments  with  musical   instruments  and  colors.     Do  not  these  provisions, 
especially  the  first,  in  the  present  state  of  our  country,  bear  heavily  upon  a . 
class  of  society  who  are  the  least  able  to  sustain  them?    AU  have  life  and 
liberty  to  preserve,  and  these  are  as  valuable  to  the  poor  as  to  their  exempt- 
ed and  opulent  neighbors;  they,  thj^refore,  most  willinj^ly  and   cheerfully 
contribute  their  time  in  support  of  an  institution  which  gives  them  a  perfect 
confidence  of  their  own  freedom;  but  they  consider  this  sacrifice  to  pa* 
triotism  their  full  share;  and  they  ask,  why  those  who  have  property  as 
well  as  life  and  liberty  at  stake,  should  not  furnish  the  instruments  of  it» 
preservation,  at  least,  to  those  who  are  willing  to  use  them?    They  ask, 
whether  the  pofwer  to  provide  arms  does  not  impose  the  obligation  to  fur^ 
ntsh  them?  And  it  appears  but  reasonable  that  the  alleviation  of  th^  burdens 
of  all  other  classes  of  the  community,  consequent  upon  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, and  the  abundance  of  our  national  resources,  should  be  extended  to 
that  which  is  subject  to  active  duty  in  the  militia.     The  present  appropria- 
tion for  armmg  the  militia,  which  would  require  seventy  years  for  the  ac» 
complishment  of  its  purpose,  is  so  entirely  inadequate,  that  any  suggestion 
from  us  for  its  extension  becomes  unnecessary. 

The  organization  of  the  militia  is  also  thought  to  be  defective.  It  does 
not  conform  to  that  of  the  army,  with  which  the  militia  would  be  criled  to 
operate  in  actual  service;  nor  is  it  adapted  to  the  convenient  exercise  of  the 
power  of  trainings  reserved  to  the  States.  The  existing  law  requires  all 
the  enrolled  militia  to  be  divided  into  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  bat* 
talions,  and  companies,  and  limits  the  number  of  companies  that  a  regi- 
ment,  and  of  men  that  a  company  shall  contain.  It  also  requires,  that  all 
persons  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  shall  be  enrolled;  but,  as  the  power 
to  train  its  own  militia  is  reserved  to  each  of  the  States,  the  State  Legisla- 
tures have  undertaken  to  determine  how  many  of  the  persons  actually  en- 
rolled shall  be  trained.  In  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative,  great  diversity 
of  practice  has  arisen,  and  will  doubtless  hereafter  prevail.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  this  Commonwealth  has  recently  granted  conditional  exemption  U^ 
all  persons  after  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  now,  as  all  pei^ 
sons  between  18  and  45  are  required  to  te  enrolled,  and  divided  into  com- 
panies of  64  privates  each,  and  those  of  them  only  who  are  under  30  years 
of  age  are  required  to  train,  it  is  apparent  that  a  sufficient  company  on  the 
roll  usually  will  prove  a  very  limited  one  in  the  field.  This  has  a  very  dis* 
piriting^  efiect  upon  both  officers  and  men,  and  is  subversive  of  that  prido 
which  IS  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the  institution. 

We  have  observed  that  the  bill  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
tt  the  present  session  contains  divers  alterations  of  the  existing  organization. 
With  some  of  the  provisions  of  that  bill  we  are  well  pleased,  but  we  donbl 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  alter  the  minimum  age  of  enrolment  horn  18  to 
m  years;  and  we  humbly  conceive  that  the  provision  contained  in  the  6tl| 
section  of  the  said  bill,  to  wit,  that  the  two  oldest  companies  of  a  ii§giment 
shall  act  ai  light  infantry,  should  be  qualified,  by  s^epting  raiments  t« 


which.  Ii|^  infantry  companies  may  be  attached,  or  by  a  general  proviaton 
lor  the  diatinct  organizatiou  of  light  infantry,  riflemen,  and  grenadiers,  into 
separate  regi  ^ents,  whenever  such  corps  exist  in  sufficient  force.  We  tvouhl 
lespeclfully  suggest  that  the  difficulty  we  have  alluded  to,  respecting  the 
diference  between  tlie  enrolltd  and  active  force  of  companies,  may  be  ob- 
viatedy  by  vesting  in  the  State  Legislatures  a  discretionary  power  over  the 
fubjectf  by  means  whereof  the  numerical  force  of  the  companies  may  be 
graduated  according  to  the  proportion  of  enrolled  men,  which  the  States 
respectively  may  require  to  train. 

The  aumber  ot  exemptions  under  the  existing  laws  has  been,  and  re- 
Bain0|^  a  fruitful  source  of  complaint.  The  unlimited  authority  over  thia 
nibj^t  which  Congress  has  conferred  upon  the  States,  has  been  exercised  in 
widely  different  forms  by  different  Legislatures. 

Thia  has  led  to  great  diversity  and  inequality  in  the  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem as>i  whole,  and  of  course  to  much  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  those 
KfIid  are  thus  made  sensible  of  the  inequality  of  their  condition  as  compared 
with  that  of  some  of  their  fellow  citizens.  The  necessity  and  propriety  of 
gating  exemption  from  duty  in  the  militia,  to  many  individuals  and  class- 
es  of  the  community,  is  too  apparent  to  require  argument  or  illustration. 
.  Ttie  difficulty  i#to  ascertain,  precisely,  where  the  line  should  be  drawn. 
There  would  be^manifest  injustice  in  exacting  fines  of  any  person  for  the 
neglect  of  personal  service  m  one  situation,  which  \i\s  personal  duties  to 
society  in  another  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  peHTorm.  Such  a  pe- 
nalty would  be  nothing  less  than  a  pecuniary  mulct,  in  addition  to  his  other 
taxes.  The  exemptions  complained  of  are  not  of  such  persons  as  these; 
they  are  confined  to  that  large  class  of  professional  and  other  citizens  whose 
liseful  duties  to  society  are  no/  so  strictly /^er^^m/  as  to  be  incompatible 
"With  militia  duty.  At  present,  the  evils  of  this  description  arise  principal- 
ly under  the  State  laws;  but,  as  the  power  to  grant  exemptions  is  incidental 
tQ  that  of  enrolment,  we  humbly  conceive  that  it  is  expedient  foi;  Congress 
to  provide  that  none  shall  be  exempted  except  those  officers  of  the  National 
and  State  Governments,  and  other  public  functionaries,  whose  services,  in 
their  several  vocations,  are  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  militia  duty. 

We  have  observed  in  the  report  of  the  board  of  militia  officers,  which  sat 
il  Washington  in  1826,  the  recommendation  of  three  measures^  which,  in 
their  opinion,  would  have  a  most  beneficial  influence  upon  the  preservation 
and  utility  of  the  militia  system,  viz: 

.  1st  The  appointment  of  a  superintendent  general  of  the  militia  of  the 
whole  United  States,  to  be  attached  to  the  War  Department. 

8d.  The  establishment  of  camps  for  theoretical  and  practical  instruction 
,  of  the  officers  of  each  division,  ten  days  in  a  year.     The  officers  to  be  paid 
ibr  travfil  and  attendaAce,  and  to  be  provided  with  tents  and  camp  equipage 
>  at  the  expense  of  the  l(hited  States. 

Sd.  The  printing  and  distribution  of  books  of  tactics,  &c.     The  latter  re- 

emnmendation  having  been  adopted  by  Congress,  we  have  only  to  express 

i  MDT  aatisfaction  therewith.     The  other  measures  we  deem  highly  important, 

ttidauch  as  will,  if  carried  into  effect,  essentially  benefit  the  militia.     We 

hopethey  will  soon  receive  the  consideration  and  sanction  of  Congress. 

We  respectfully  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  measures  for  the  encouragement  and  support  of 
.  f^nWer  companMa  of  tavairy,  artillery,  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  and  ri- 
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flemen.  Almost  every  regiment  in  this  Commonwealth  h|s  apprQpirkt(j| 
flank  companies,  which,  from  the  correctness  of  their  drill,  the  exactoeamf^^ 
their  subordination,  and  the  beauty  of  their  appearance,  have  had  a  iftppti 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  regiments  to  which  they  are  attached,  and  thf.  tljl^ 
litia  generally.  Our  volunteer  companies  present  an  aggregate  of  l^J0]t 
men,  mostly  provided  with  tents  and  camp  equipage,  and  drilled  to  maaeQii-^ 
vre  with  troops  of  the  line;  and  chiefly  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  llij^ 
spirited  and  patriotic  individuals  who  compose  them.  »J 

The  value  of  a  force  of  this  character,  four-fifths  of  which,  in  caas  J^ 
emergency,  can  be  called  for  the  defence  df  any  important  position  on  9ii' 
sea  coast  in  five  days'  time,  cannot  be  lightly  estimated.     An  authority  ii^ 
the  Stale  Governments  to  organize  such  corps  into  separate  regiments  or  buktk 
talions,  where  their  numbers  are  sufficient,  would,  in  our  opinion,  adsutjof, 
the  exercise  of  an  additional  stimulus  to  that  ambition  which  has  bediflo 
usefully  displayed  in  the  formation  and  support  of  these  valuable  companiei^, 
and  we  humbly  apprehend,  that,  without  sothe  provision  to  this  effect^  iifi. 
enactment  of  the  6th  section  of  the  bill  now  before  Congress  would  proT| 
highly  detrimental,  if  not' totally  destructive,  to  these  corps.     Those  whf^ 
consider  the  militia  as  the  only  safeguard  of  a  free  State  cannot  but  fi^I  tljfy 
utmost  regret  that  it  is  fast  falling  into  disrepute,  for  Mgnt  of  that  eneo^v 
ragement  which  has  been  afforded  to  almost  every  other  institution.  | 

The  opinion  prevails  throughout  the  conhtry  that  this  is  the  fact;  eveQ^ 
the  Legislatures  of  some  of  uie  States  appear  disposed  to  withhold  their, 
support  from  the  existing  system,  owing,  as  we  apprehend,  to  the.  evils  ; 
which  Congress  alone  can  remedy.  We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  and  re- 
spectfully ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  at  this  time,  fearing  . 
that  delay  will  tend  still  further  to  diminish  the  respect  in  which  the  system 
is  held. 

The  militia  system  is  strongly  identified  with  our  national  history,  and,  ia  . 
the  opinion  of^n  eminent  jurist,  whose  commentaries  on  constitutional  hw 
entitle  his  observations  to  great  weight,  <'has  materially  contributed  to  form  r 
and  elevate  our  national  character.''  <<If  we  take  enlarged  views  of  thepa^ 
and  future,"  he  observes,  <<we  shall  conclude  that  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  the  just  residuary  powers  of  the  States,  rest  essentially  on  the  preserva- 
tion of  that  institution."     The  state  into  which  this  bulwark  of  republican 
liberty  appeared  to  be  falling  excited  in  the  breast  of  the  learned  civiliaQ, 
whose  defence  of  the  American  constitutions  evinced  the  extent  of  his  knaw-« 
ledge  of  the  human  character,  the  most  alarming  apprehensions. 

He  considered  <<  the  militia  as  the  m6st  essential  foundation  of  national 
defence;  the  most  plentifiil  nursery  of  armies  and  navies,  to  which  the 
American  States  had  owed  their  existence  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years;"  and  in  his  opinion  <<  neither  schools,  nor  colleges,  nor  town  meet-  . 
ing,  had  been  more  essential  to  the  formation  and  iharacter  of  the  nation, 
than  the  militia.  Whenever  the  militia  comes  tp  an  end,"  said  he,  "  or  is  de- 
spised or  neglected,  I  shall  consider  this  Union  dissolved,  and  the  liberties . 
of  North  America  lost  for  ever."  We  might  quote  the  authority  of  Wash- 
ington, and  of  almost  every  distinguished  member  of  the  convention  which 
formed  our  Constitution,  in  favor  of  the  militia,  but  we  content  ourselves 
with  extracting  shortly  from  those  which  have  probably  had  a  more  imme- 
diate influence  upon  the  public  sentiment  in  this  Commonwealth. 

A  late  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  had  been  a  soldier  of  the 
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» 

ft)  and  for  many  years  a  major  general  in  the  militia,  observed^ 
eomported  with  his  own  observations  to  remark,  that  few  if  any  of 
Ic  institutions  tend  to  direct  men  to  more  elevated  modes  of  think- 
9Dduce  more  strongly  to  form  a  high  sense  of  character,  so  indis- 

to  habits  of  virtue,  than  a  well  organized  militia/' 
iccessor  in  the  chair  of  State,  and  compatriot  of  the  revolution,  in 
:h  to  the  Legislature,  remarked:  << There  are  two  objects  which  have 
ippeared  to  me  to  merit  the  constant  care  and  iGirst  attention  of  the 
re— ^ur  primary  schools,  and  the  militia.  WiUiout  the  former,  a 
Ige  of  our  civil  rights  would  not  have  pervaded  the  great  body  of 
ne;  the  principles  of  civil  liberty  would  neither  have  been  under- 
ar  rightly  appreciated;  and  without  the  latter,  we  could  not  have 

in  the  contest  which  eventually  established  them.  Imperfect  as 
tia  system  was  previous  to  the  revolution,  an  appeal  may  be  safely 

history,  and  to  the  recollection  of  the  few  remaining  sages  who 
k!  the  great  design  of  our  emancipation,  that,  but  for  the  militia,  the 
of  our  rights  would  not  have  been  attempted.  An  appeal  to  arms 
act^  an  appeal  to  the  militia,  the  only  existing  force  at  the  time.  If 
ience  is  a  blessing  dear  to  freemen,  and  worthy  of  transmission  to 
r,  the  arm  that  sustained  it  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  support 

friend  to  his  country.  If  the  system  which  regulates  it  be  imper- 
it  be  improved,  and  let  those  who  are  loudest  in  its  censure  bear  in 
at  under  its  influence,  imperfect  as  it  is,  a  degree  of  discipline  and  of 
kno  wtedee  has  been  attained,  which  has  hitherto  never  been  equalled, 
iCh  does  we  highest  honor  to  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  those  who 
e  tfan  patriotic  band.  By  this  institution,  the  moral  as  well  as  physi- 
e  of  the  State  is  increased;  it  constitutes  our  safety  against  any  ag* 
too  the  laws,  assures  our  internal  tranquillity,  and  forms  our  only 
from  the  encroachments  of  other  powers.^' 

e  weight  which  these  opinions  give  to  our  memorial,  we  must  add 
eise  and  strictly  philosophical  view  of  the  oldest  living  President, 
pinion  on  the  powers  and  influence  of  this  important  constitutional 
iment  has  not  been  generally  disseminated.  '<  As  auxiliary  to  a  re^ 
rce,"  says  he,  ^<  and  a  substitute  for  a  large  one  in  time  of  peace,  a 
led  militia  forms  an  essential  part  of  a  republican  system,  it  being 
hat  liberty  cannot  be  safe  with  powerful  standing  armies,  nor  in  dan- 
lout  them;  and  that,  without  an  efiective  militia,  the  danger  of  such 
cannot  be  precluded." 

rovemment  can  exist  without  a  physical  force  of  some  sort.  The 
8  the  oply  one  which  can  be  employed  with  safety  among  a  free 
\o  enfof de  obedience  to  the  laws  when  the  civil  power  is  insufficient 

^em'iHto  efiect. 

(Alt*  the  militia,  occasions  would  frequently  occur  for  the  employ- 
'  the  national  forces;  and  the  moment  the  regular  army  is  called  in  to 

the  execution  of  a  State  law.  State  sovereignty  becomes  impaired, 
harmonious  operation  of  our  political  system  is  destroyed, 
annot,  therefore,  as  citizens  and  friends  of  the  Federal  Union,  look 
le  decline  of  the  militia  without  fear,  nor  anticipate  its  overthrow 

indulging  serious  apprehensions  for  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of  the 

i»ye  been  favored  with  the  perusal  of  a  letter  addressed  Vo  Vh^  ^^y^- 
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tant  general  of  this  common  wealthy  by  the  distinguished  officer  at  the  heal 
of  the  national  board  of  engineers.  .  Thevieivs  of  the  militia,  as  a  miiitar|' 
institution,  therein  expressed,  are  so  much  in  accordance  with  the  prineiplef 
of  our  political  society,  that  we  cannot  forbear  presenting  an  extract,  which 
we  deem  well  deserving  of  the  attention  of  that  Government  whose  sendee 
the  writer  honors. 

*' Without  the  institution  of  militia,"  says  he,  "  our  maritime  frontien 
eould  not  be  defended,  except  by  increasing  the  regular  army  to  an  extent  |^ 
incompatible  with  our  free  institutions;  and,  without  the  militia,  the  system  i 
of  permanent  defensive  works,  now  constructing  tor  the  security  of  our  '^ 
coast,  will  neither  afford  the  results  which  they  are  designed  to  secure,  nor  f 
justify  the  cost  of  their  construction.  The  principal  ends  which  this  system  f| 
of  works  is  destined  to  accomplish,  are,  to  afford  to  our  navy  ports  of  shei-  i 
ter,  and  ports  of  construction,  and  for  refitting;  to  occupy  the  outlets  to  the  r 
sea,  of  those  great  arteries  through  which  our  foreign  commerce  circulates;  |v 
and  to  exclude  the  enemy  from  the  roads  and  anchorages  whence  they  might  f^ 
blockade  these  important  outlets;  to  defend  the  points  of  intersection  of  the  F 
internal  navigation  parallel  to  the  coasts;  to  enable  our  navy  to  act  on  the  ^ 
offensive,  instead  of  merely  attempting  to  cover  our  maritime  frontiers; 
finally,  to  eloigne  from  our  great  towns  on  the  coast  the  poinls  of  deb^u-  ' 
tion  of  an  enemy  who  intends  to  attack  them,  and  thus  compel  the  hflp^ 
forces  to  act  upon  a  line  of  operations  sufBcienlly  lohj^  to  give  time  t^me 
milifia  to  muster,  and  separate  the  enemy  from  their  fleet 

**  If  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  the  militia  not  to  exist,  this  system  falls 
to  the  ground.     An  invader  may  then  disembark  whenever  he  pleases,  turn 
the  permanent  defences  with  impunit},  and  strike  successively  and  without  | 
resistance  the  various  points  that  he  would  assail. 

''The  navy  woyld  alone  remain  for  the  defence  of  our  coasts;  but  its  of> 
fensive  operations  would  be  paralyzed,  and  it  would  be  constrained  to  act 
merely  on  the  defensive.  Instead  of  protecting  our  com  amerce  on  the  high 
seas,  capturing  and  destroying  that  of  the  enemy,  and  menacing  his  colonies 
and  establishments,  it  would  remain  anchored  to  our  shores,  and  sink  from 
a  principal  to  an  auxiliary  ineans  of  defence.  In  our  system  of  defence,  the 
militia  is  indispensable  to  accomplish  the  cutting  off  an  enemy  from  his  point 
of  debarkation;  and,  without  them,  it  would,  in  time  of  war,  be  difficult  and 
excessively  expensive  to  maintain  full  garrisons  in  the  forts  which  constitute 
part  of  this  system.  But,  with  the  aid  of  the  militia,  one  third  of  each 
efficient  garrison  will  suffice,  the  other  two-thirds  being  furnished  by  tht 
local  militia  at  the  approach  of  danger,  and  withdrawn  when  this  danger 
ceases  to  exist 

''It*  follows  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  the  militia  is  of  the  first  im« 
portance  in  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  and  that  without  them  it 
would  be  impossible  to  foresee  the  extent  of  the  calamities  that  an  enter- 
prizing  invader  might  phower  upon  our  coast,  or  the  immense  expenditure 
of  public  treasure  that  would  ensue.  A  militia  is  no  less  indispensable  to 
repel  the  invasion  of  our  inland  frontiers,  than  to  defend  us  from  debarlue* 
tions  upon  our  coasts.  Whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  the  territory  of  a 
nation,  it  may  be  invaded,  if  not  conquered,  whenever  its  defence  is  con- 
fided exclusively  to  regular  troops;  for  when  they  are  once  broken 
and  routed,  the  nation  has  tio  alternative  but  submission.  Biit, 
with  a  well  organized    and   disciplined   mUitia,    the    whole   aspeet  of 
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mfikirs  will  be  changied;  these  advance  like  overflowing  torrents,  and  assail 
ihe  invaders  in  every  direction;  the  enemy  find  themselves  unable  to  fight, 
jBKC^ept  in  detail;  they  can  form  no  plan  of  operations,  for  they  have  no  one 
4ewminate  object;  their  convoys  are  intercepted,  and  their  reinforcements 
eannot  join  them;  and  whilst  they  are  thus  harassed  on  their  flanks  and  in 
their  rear,  their  progress  in  front  costs  them  dearly,  from  the  resistance  of 
positions  fortified  by  art  and  nature,  and  so  well  chosen  that  it  is  impossible 
to  turn  them. 

<'  In  such  a  critical  juncture,  each  march  to  the  front  brings  them  nearer 
to  their  final  destruction;  for  what  the  militia  of  America  has  more  than 
once  achieved,  it  will  again.  The  few  days  that  the  militia  have  to  spare, 
however,  from  their  individual  occupations  in  time  of  peace,  and  the  few 
iBonths  that  in  time  of  war  they  would  be  in  service  before  the  enemy, 
pust  for  ever  disqualify  them  from  becoming  troops  of  the  line,  that  is,  ma- 
ncBUvring  troops.  The  militia  and  army  have  essentially  difierent  parts  to 
perform,  notwithstanding  that  they  must  often  co-opera,te  and  combine  their 
exertions  together.  Hence  the  necessity  of  giving  to  each  that  particular 
organization  which  is  suited  to  their  several  parts,  and  which  will  aflbrd  to 
the  militia  every  poasible  facility  to  act  in  concert  with  the  army  in  time  of 
need." 

From  the  weight  of  these  authorities,  and  from  ^heir  own  knowled^  of 
die  operation  of  the  present  militia  laws,  your  memorialists  feel  themselves 
justified  in  remarking,  that,  although  the  system  is  defective,  unequal,  and, 
in  some  degree,  oppressive^,  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded  ?re  cor- 
rect: carried  into  operation,  iu  the  incomplete  manner  at  present  adopted 
§fr  us,  our  country  exhibits  a  militia  force  such  as  Europe  cannot  boast 
ut  should  tue  rest  satisfied  because  those  who  have  as  much  to  /ear  as  we 
have  to  hope  from  -  such  an  institution  have  not  brought  it  to  the  same  de- 
gree of  perfection  as  ourselves.^  Should  those  who  have  f)laced  their  mili- 
tai^  and  civil  dependence  upon  this  force  be  content  with  a  militia  onli/ 
t&mparaiively  beiiier  than  that  of  Governments  which  always  resort  to  it 
with  fear,  and  never  dare  place  arms  in  ihe  hands  of  the  people  but  when 
pressed  by  foreign  danger?  The  possession  of  arms  by  aU  the  able  bodied 
men  of  the  country  gives  them  that  perfect  sense  of  their  own  freedom 
Which  can  only  result  from  the  conviction  that  each  is  the  guardian  of  his 
own  liberty. 

Such  an  institution,  which  would  dissolve  an  arbitrary  government,  con- 
jfiirms  and  strengthens  the  free.  "  If  France  had  such  a  militia,"  said  La- 
fayette a  few  years  since,  "  she  would  have  a  free  government. "  His  words 
were  prophetic;  she  has  a  free  government;  her  militia  gave  it 

Considering  the  subject  to  be  one  of  vital  importance,  your  memorialists 
most  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  request  that  it  may  have  your  early  atten- 
tion; and  they  confidently  rely  upon  the  ability  and  dispasiiion  of  Congress 
to  devise  and  adopt  such  a  system  as  will  meet  the  approbation  of  all  classes 
of  the  community.  * 

Per  order  of  the  convention, 

ASAHEL  HUNTINGTON, 
JOHN  S.  TYLER,  ^  Committee, 

EDWARD  BLAKE, 
2 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

I 

FEBRUA&r  23,  1831. 


Reid,  agreed  to,  mid  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Naudaiv  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

fmmiiiee  an  Military  ^ffatra^  whichj  by  a  resolution  qf  the  Se- 
of  JantMary  the  Athj  1831,  was  <<  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ce  and  expediency  of  extending  to  Henry  B.  Livingston,  late  a 
\el  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
benefits  qf  the  act  of  the  \5th  May,  1828,  for  the  relief  of  certain 
iving  officers  and  soldiers  qf  the  army  of  the  revolution,^'  report: 

t,  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1776,  Congreaa  resolved  that  four  bat- 
of  troops  should  be  raised  in  New  York. 

he  8th  day  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  Congress  appointed  the  field 
!  of  the  said  battalions,  viz: 

:ander  McDougal,  colonel;  Herman  ZedwitEi  lieutenant  colonel;  and 
Benedict,  major,  of  the  first  battalion. 

ts  Clinton,  colonel;  Henry  B.  Livingston,  lieutenant  colonel;  and 
^  Schuyler,  major,  of  the  second  battalion. 

[erick  Wetsenfels,  lieutenant  colonel;  and  John  Fisher,  major,  of  the 
attalion. 

lelios  D.  Wynooop,  colonel;  Philip  Courtlandt,  lieutenant  colonel;  and 
licholson,  m^or,  of  the  fourth  battalion. 

he  9th  day  of  Aueusl,  1776,  Congress  appointed  Alexander  McDou* 
.  James  Clinton,  me  colonels  of  the  first  and  second  battalions,  to  be 
er  generals. 

he  16th  day  of  September  in  the  same  year,  Cong^ress  resolved  <<  that 
-eight  battalions  be  enlijited  as  soon  as  possible,  to  serve  during  the 
ind  that  each  State  fiirnish  their  respective  quotas  in  the  following 
lions.'' 
[ie  apportionment  which  follows,  the  quota  of  New  York  is  four  bat- 

• 

ihe  same  time.  Congress  further  resolved  <<  that  the  appointment  of 
officers,  and  fiJIing  2i  vacancies,  (excepting  general  officers,)  be  left 
governments  of  the  several  States.'' 

i  committee  has  not  been  able  to  aseertain  at  what  time  the  CoiiTMi!^ 
i  New  Yarl>  acting  uader  the  aiatfaorlty  of  thit  r«ioW\iou  ol  Co^eer 
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gress,  appointed  the  field  officers  of  the  battalions  thus  ordered  to  be  raided 
in  that  State.  They  observe,  however,  from  the  journals  of  that  Congresf, 
that,  on  the  15th  day  of  August,  1777,  a  letter  was  received  from  Henry 
B.  Livingston,  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  War.  On  the  4th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  the  Board  of  War  report,  *«That  they  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  dispute  with  regard  to  the  relative  rank  of  Colonels  Court- 
landt,  Gansevoort,  Dubois,  and  Livingston,  commanding  four  of  the  New 
York  regiments,  and  find  that  a  committee  of  the  Convention*  of  that  State, 
being  properly  authorized,  did  appoint  the  officers  abovementioned  to  their 
respective  regiments,  in  the  following  order,  viz:  Colonel  Courtlandt  2d^ 
Colonel  Gansevoort  Sd,  Colonel  Dubois  4th,  and  Colonel  Livingston  5th. 
As  this  arrangement  must  be  presumed  to  have  been  founded  on  principles 
of  justice  and  public  utility,  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  it  vrould  be  high- 
ly inexpedient  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  relative  rank  of  these  officers." 

*<  Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  with  the  Board  in  their  report" 

On  the  29th  day  of  November,  1778,  Congress  received  a  letter  from 
Henry  B.  Livingston,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission;  and,  on 
the  ISth  day  of  January,  1779,  Congress  accepted  his  resignation. 

By  sundry  resolutions  adopted  on  the  3d  and  21st  dsiys  of  October,  1780, 
Congress  made  a  new  arrangement  of  the  whole  army;  and,  on  the  latter 
day,  passed  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

^<  That  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  in  the  southern 
department,  direct  the  officers  of  each  State  to  meet  and  agree  upon  the  offi- 
cers for  the  regiments  to  be  raised  by  their  respective  States,  from  those 
who  incline  to  continue  in  service;  and,  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agree- 
ment, to  be  determined  by  seniority,  and  make  return  of  those  who  are  to 
remain,  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  officers  reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life." 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  <'for  the  relief  of 
certai  n  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  ot  the  revolution,"  provide^ 
« <  That  each  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution,  in  the  con- 
tinental line,  who  was  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolve  of  October  tweo- 
ty-firs(,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  be  authorized  to  receive,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  his  full 
pay  in  the  said  line,  according  to  his  rank  in  the  line,  to  begin  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -six,  and  to  continue 
during  his  natural  life:  Provided^  That,  under  this  act,  no  officer  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  larger  sum  than  the  full  pay  of  a  captain  in  said  line." 

In  support  of  the  claim  of  Colonel  Livingston  to  the  benefits  of  the  act 
just  recited,  it  is  alleged  that  he  was  improperly  and  unjustly  outranked  by 
Colonel  Courtlandt  and  others,  by  the  report  of  the  Board  of  War,  and  re  J 
solution  of  Congi^ess,  of  the  4th  September^  1777;  that  his  resignation  was 
the  consequence  of  this  act  of  injustice;  that  it  would  have  been  inc*oii.sist- 
ent  with  that  high  sensp  of  military  honor  which  pervaded  the  revolution 
ary  army,  for  him  to  have  remained  in  the  service  after  this  indignity  h^^ 
been  ofiered  him.  Thus  his  resignation  was  not  voluntarj/j  but  he  \v^ 
compelled  to  resign — driven  from  the  service  by  the  injustice  of  Congre^ 
Had  this  not  been  done,  he  would  hsTve  remained  in  the  service  until  tb 
new  arrangement  of  th^  army  ia  1780;  and  had  he  then  been  reduced 
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imerary,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  May 

he  committee,  this  argument  is  not  satisfactory.  The  promise  of 
88  of  half  pay  for  life,  made  by  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  Octo- 
80,  was  limited  to  such  o£Scers  as  were  then  in  service,  and  might 
iced  as  supernumeraries.  It  had  no  retrospective  action.  It  made  no 
es  to  such  o£5cers  as  had  left  the  service  before  that  time;  and  cannot 
le  so  construed,  as  to  extend  to  the  case  of  an  o£Scer  who  had  resign- 
rly  two  years  before  this  promise  was  made. 

I  the  act  of  alleged  injustice  of  which  Colonel  Livingston  complains, 
which  his  resignation  is  solely  attributed,  he  remained  in  the  service 
period  of  fourteen  months,  before  he  asked  leave  to  resien.  After 
ting  to  this  injurious  arrangement  of  relative  rank  for  this  period, 
t  injury  to  his  honor,  the  committee  are  bound  to  believe  that  he 
lave  continued  in  the  service  for  any  longer  time,  without  sacrificing 
nor  so  highly  and  so  justly  prized  by  high-minded  military  men.  In 
!W  of  the  subject,  the  committee  can  perceive  no  distinction  between 
;e  of  fourteen  months  and  as  many  years. 

the  committee  believe  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  look  into  the  cai;ises 
ugnation  made  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  It  is  enough  for  them 
^  resignation  was  made;  and  they  would  deem  it  indecorous  in  them- 
and  unjust  to  the  memory  of  the  Congress  of  1777,  to  determine 
It  Congress  had  been  guilty  of  treating  a  valuable  and  meritorious 
one,  too,  who  had  been  honored  by  their  votes,  with  such  gross  in- 
and  indignity,  as  to  force  him  from  the  service  of  his  country  in 
lur  of  her  peril. 

committee,  upon  a  full  consideration  of  this  case,  are  unable  to  per- 
ny  material  diflTerence  between  this  and  the  other  numerous  resigna- 
sade  during  the  revolutionary  war;  and  as  Congress  has,  hitherto, 
Jlowed  the  claim  for  half  pay  to  any  ofiicer  who  resigned,  the  corn- 
do  not  believe  this  to  be  such  a  case,  as  to  demand  a  departure  from 
inciple. 

committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
i: 

ivedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  be  discharged  from 
ther  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  of  the  Senate  m  the  4th 

r,  1831. 


I 
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2d  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Februabt  23,  1831. 
Ready  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hatne  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

7%e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  (if 
John  H.  Harrison^  praying  to  be  released- from  a  judgment  obtained 
against  him  as  one  of  the  sureties  of  Francis  Jidams^  report: 

That  it  appears  that  Francis  Adams  was  appointed  collector  of  the  intern- 
Dai  revenue  of  the  United  States  for  the  fifth  collection  district  of  South 
Carolina,  in  the  year  1812;  that  he  gave  bond,  dated  6th  June,  1814,  for  the 
fiuthful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  o£5ce,  in  the  penal  sum  of  seven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars,  and  that  the  petitioner  and 
Jaoies  Adams  were  his  sureties;  that  he  continue  to  collect  the  internal 
daties,  under  various  acts  of  Congress,  passed  in  1815  and  1816,  until  the 
year  1817,  when  the  office  was  abolished  by  )aw;  and  that,  during  this  pe- 
riod, he  collected  and  paid  over  large  sums,  amounting,  as  stated  by  the 
petitioner,  to  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  dollars;  that,  when  he  went  out  of 
office  in  1817,  it  was  not  known  to  his  sureties  that  he  was  a  defaulter,  nor 
did  they  learn  that  he  was  so  till  1828,  eleven  years  after  Adams  went  out 
of  office,  when  a  suit  was  brought  against  the  petitioner,  one  of  his  sureties, 
and  a  judgment  recovered  for  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars,  consisting  chiefly  of  arrears  of  interest 

It  further  appears,  that,  as  early  at  least  as  1819,  the  default  of  Adams 
was  known  to  Uie  officers  of  the  Government,  but,  from  <<  inadvertence,''  no 
Step  was  taken  to  enforce  payment  from  Adams,  nor  was  the  slighest  inti- 
mation given  to  the  sureties  of  his  default  It  has  been  fully  proved,  from 
the  certificates  and  affidavits  of  respectable  witnesses,  that,  at  the  time 
Adams  went  out  of  office  in  1817,  and  up  to  1825,  when  he  left  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  he  was  fully  able  to  pay  the  demand  of  the  United  States; 
and  that,  had  any  proceedings  been  instituted  against  him,  or  had  the  sure- 
ties received  notice,  they  would  have  been  secured  from  any  loss. 

It  appears  that  after  Adams  left  South  Carolina,  in  1825,  he  went  to 
Georgia,  and  there  wasted  a  part  of  his  estate;  that  a  judgment  being  ob- 
tained against  him  there  by  the  United  States,  he  has  fled  to  Alabama,  or 
gone  to  settle  among  the  Cherokee  Indians,  carrying,  however,  as  it  is- 
alleged,  some  property  with  him;  and  that  no  bail  was  taken  in  the  suits 
brougbt  against  him^  either  in  South  Carolina  or  Georgia. 
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It  further  appears,  that  James  Adams,  the  co-security  of  the  petitionef^ 
was  also  in  circumstances  which  would  have  enabled  him  to  pay  his  portion 
of  the  debt  of  his^ principal;  but  he  has  since  died,  and  his  heirs  hare  taken, 
off  the  remnant  of  his  property  to  another  State. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  whole  debt  is  claimed  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  committee  cannot  but  tliink,  that,  as  his  liability  has  arisen  entirely 
from  the  gross  neglect  of  the  oflScers  of  the  United  States,  that  it  would  bcf 
a  measure  of  extreme  rigor  to  exact  from  him  the  payment  of  a  judgmeoti 
which,  the  committee  understand,  would  bring  an  honest  and  meritorious 
citizen  to  ruin. 

The  petitioner  could  have  secured  himself  from  loss,  if  ordinary  diligence 
had  been  used  against  his  principal;  and  having;  been  lulleS  into  a  fatal  se- 
curity by  the  acts  of  the  Government,  the  committee  think  it  would  be  doing 
him  great  injustice  to  enforce  the  payment  of  this  demand. 

The  petitioner  ajso  alleges,  that,  though  he  was  prevented  (by  circum- 
stances which  he  states)  from  making  his  defence  before  the  court  where  this 
case  was  tried,  yet  he  thinks  he  was  not  bound  in  law  for  the  debult  ef 
Adams,  insomuch  as  the  iniemml  duties^  in  the  collection  of  which  the 
default  occurred,  were  chiefly  inipoaed  by  acts  of  Congress  passed  in  1815 
and  1816,  by  which  new  bonds  from  the  collectors  were  required;  and  as  no 
such  bond  wis  ever  taken  from  Adams,  his  sureties  in  the  bond  given  in 
1814  were  not,  in  law,  liable  for  defaults  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  these 
new  acts,  imposing  additional  duties.  In  support  of  this  l^B;al  ground,  the 
petitioner  rdies  on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  a  case  reported  in 
9  Wheaton,  730  to  '33,  and  to  the  deciaiea  of  Consress  in  granting  relief  to 
the  sureties  of  John  H.  Alley.  (See  act  of  7th  May,  1822,  9th  vol.  laws 
U.  a  page  57.) 

The  oommittee  do  not  consider  the  determination  of  the  question  of  law 
made  in  this  ease,  necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to  decide  on  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner  for  relirf,  since  they  believe  tha^  under  all  of  the  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  extremely  unjust  to  enforce  the  demand  of  the  United 
States  against  him;  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief,  with  this  ex- 
|H«S8ion  of  their  opiftion — ^that,  until  the  deeision  of  Congress  can  be  had 
fipon  the  claim,  all  proceedings  on  the  judgment  against  the  petitioner  should 
be  delayed,  and  that  the  proper  efforts  should  be  continued  to  enforce  the 
payment  from  Francis  Adams,  the  principal. 
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PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


IV  COKPLIAVCE 


IFt/A  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes^  and  to  preserve 
peace  on  t he  frontiersj  passed  the  30/A  March,  1802. 


Febrwaet  23,  1831., 

Kctdy  tad  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  3,#00  additional  copies  be  famiabed  for  the  use 

of  the  Senate. 


February  22,  1831. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  your  resolution  of  the  15th  instant,  requesting  me  '<to 
inform  the  Senate  whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers,' passed  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  have  been  fully  coipplied 
with  on  the  part  of  the  United  States'  Government,  and,  if  they  have  not, 
that  he  inform  the  Senate  of  the  reasons  that  l)ave  induced  the  Oovernment 
to  decline  the  enforcement  of  said  act:"  and  I  now  reply  to  the  same. 

According  to  my  views  of  the  act  referred  to,  (  am  not  aware  of  any 
omission  to  carry  into  effect  its  provisions  in  relation  to  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  so  far  as  their  execution  depended  on  the  agency 
confided  to  the  Executive. 

The  numerous  provisions  of  that  act,  designed  to  secure  to  the  Indiana 
the  peaceable  possession  of  their  lands,  may  be  reduced,  substantially,  to 
the  following:  That  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  restrained,  under  suf- 
ficient penalties,  from  entering  upon  the  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting 
thereon,  or  of  settling  them,  or  of  giving  their  horses  and  cattle  the  benefit 
of  a  range  upop  them,  or  of  travelling  through  them  without  a  written  per- 
mission; and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  of  the  country  to  secure  tlie  observance  of  these  pro- 
visions. The  authority  to  the  President,  however,  is  not  imperative.  The 
laitguage  is,  *^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  take  such  measures,  and 
to  employ  such  military  force,  as  b6  may  judge  necessary  lo  remove  Ixoxcv 
lM>df  hehaging  to,  or  secured  by  treaty  to  any  Indiaa  tribe,  wv^  eSMiftt 
frho tbaU  mgke  s  settlement  thereon.  ^' 
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By  the  19th  section  of  this  act,  it  is  provided  that  nothing  in  it  <^fhaH 
be  con8ti*ued  to  prevent  any  trade  or  intercourslnvith  Indians  living  on  lands 
surrounded  by  settlements  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  being  within 
the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  individual  Stages.''  This  provision 
I  have  iqterpreted  as  being  prospective  in  its  operation,  and  as  applicable 
not  only  to  Indian  tribes  which  at  the  date  of  its  passage  were  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  but  to  such  also  as  should  thereafter  become 
so.  To  this  construction  of  its  meaning  I  have  endeavored  to  conform,  and 
have  taken  no  step  inconsistent  with  it.  As  soon,  therefore,  ^  the  sove- 
reign power  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  exercised,  by  an  extension  of  her 
laws,  throughput  her  limits,  and  I  had  received  information  of  the  same, 
orders  were  given  to  withdraw  from  the  State  the  troops  which  had  been 
detailed  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  the  Indian  lands  within  it;  and  these  oTr 
ders  were  executed.  The  reasons  which  dictated  them  ghall  be  frankly 
communicated. 

The  principle  recognised  in  the  section  last  quoted  Was  not  for  the  first 
time  then  avowed.     It  is  conformable  to  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Go- 
vernment before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  amounts  to  a  distinct 
recognition  by  Congress,  at  that  early  day,  of  the  doctrine  that  that  instru- 
ment had  not  varied  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  over  Indian  affairs 
from  what  they  were  under  the  articles  of  confederatidn.     It  is  not  beh'eved 
that  there  is  a  single  instance  in  the  legislation  of  the  country  in  which  the 
Indians  have  been  regarded  as  possessing  politi^l  rights,  independent  of 
the  control  and  authority  of  the  States  within  the  limits  of  which  they  re- 
sided.    As  early  as  the  yeaf  1782,  the  journals  of  Congress  will  show  that 
no  claim  of  such  a  character  was  countenanced  by  that  body.     In  that  year 
the  application  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  residing  in  South  Carolina  to  have  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  which  had  been  reserved  for  their  use  in  that  State  secur- 
ed to  them,  free  from  intrusion,  and  without  the  right  of  alienating  them, 
even  with  their  own  consent,  was  brought  to  the  consideration  of  Congress 
by  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War.     The  resolution  which  was  adopted 
on  that  occasion  is  as  follows: 

"  Resolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature  of  South  Caro- 
lina to  take  sufch  measiTres  {eft  the  satisfaction  arid  security  of  said  tribes  as 
the  said  Legislature  in  their  wisdom  may  think  fit" 

Here  is  no  assertion  of  the  ri^ht  of  Congress,  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, to  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  over  Indians  with- 
in their  limits;  but  rather  a  negation  of  it  They  refused  to  interfere  with 
the  subject,  and  referred  it,  under  a  general  recommendation,  back  to  the 
State,  to  be  disposed  of  as  her  wisdom  might  decide. 

If,  in  addition  to  this  act  and  the  language  of  the  articles  of  confederation, 
any  illing  further  can  be  wanting  to  show  the  early  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  it  will  be  found  in  the  proclamation  issued  by  Congress 
in  1783.  It  contains  this  language:  "The  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
ambled  have  thought  proper  to  issue  their  prociamatiop,  and  they  do  here- 
by prohibit  and  forbid  all  persons  from  making  settlements  on  lands  inhaS- 
ited  or  claimed  by  Indians,  without  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  any  particu- 
lar State.''     And  agaia: 

<*  Resolvedj  That  the  preceding  measures  of"  Congress  relative  to  Indiaa 
sffiiirs  shall  not  be  construed  lo  affect  the  territorvd  cUvms  oC  wiy  of  the 
States,  or  their  legislative  rights  within  thek  respeclvve  Yvm\Va.'* 


^ 
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as  nut  tlien  pretended  that  the  General  Government  had  the  power, 
*  reUtions  with  the  Indians,  to  control  or  oppose  the  internal  polity 
indiyidual  States  of  this  Union;  and  if  such  was  the  case  under  the. 
f  of  confederdtiony  the  only  question  |0n  the  subject  since  must  arise 
lome  more  enlarged  power  or  authority  given  to  the  General  Govern* 
y  the  present  C»nstitution.  Does  any  such  exist? 
>ngst  the  enumerated  grants  of  the  Constitujtiony  that  which  relates  to 
bject  is  expressed  in  these  words:  *<  Congress  shall  have  power  to  re- 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes.''  In  the  interpretation  of  this 
yWe  ought  certainly  to  be  guided  by  what  had  be^n<  the  practice  of 
svemment,  and  the  meaning  which  had  been  generally  at^ched  to  the 
es  of  the  old  Congress,  if  the  words  used  to  convey  it  do  not  clearly 
^a  different  one,  as  far  as  it  afiects  the  question  of  jurisdietiop  in  the 
lual  States.  Tlve  States  ought  not  to  be  divested  of  any  [iart  of  their 
ient  jurisdiction,  by  implication  or  doubtful  construction.  Tested  by 
le,  it  seems  to  rae  to  be  unquestionable,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
is  left  untouched  by  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  was 
ed  to  give  to  the  General  Government  complete  control  Over  the  trade 
tercourse  of  those  Indians  OQly  who  were  not  within  the  limits  of  any 

09  a  view  of  the  acts  referred  to,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Go- 
ent,  it  is  manifest  that,  until  recently,  it  has  never  been  maintained  that 
(ht  #of  jurisdiction  by  a  State  over  Indians  within  its  tei'ritory,  was 
Inate  to  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government.  That  doctrine  ha0 
^n  enforced,  nor  even  asserted,  in  any  of  the  States  of  New  England, 
t  tribes  of  Indians  have  resided,  and  where  a  few  oP' them  yet  remain. 
t  tribes  have  been  left  to  the  undisturbed  control  of  the  States  in  which 
were  found,  in  conformity  with  the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the 
•ns  prevailing  up  to  1789,  and  the  clear  interg|etation  of  the  act  of 
In  the  State  of  New  York,  where  several  tribes  have  resided,  it  has 
he  policy  of  the  Government  to  avoid  entering  into  quasi-treaty  en- 
ents  wiUi  them,  barely  appointing  commissioners  occasionally,  on  the 
"  the  United  States,  to  facilitate  the  objects  of  the  State  in  its  negotia- 
vith  them. 

I  southern  States  present  an  exception  to  this  policy.     As  early  as  1784 
ttJements  within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina  were  advanced  further 
west  than  the  authority  of  the  State  to  enforce  an  obedience  of  its  laws; 
were  in  a  similar  condition.     The  necessities,  therefore,  and  not  the  ^ 
ivledged  principles  of  the  Government,  must  have  suggested  the  policy 
iting  with  the  Indians  in  that  quarter,  as  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
iating  their  good  will.     The  United  States  at  that  period  had  just 
;ed/rom  a  protracted  wsur  for  the  achievement  of  their  independence,, 
moment  of  its  conclusion,  many  of  these  tribes,  as  powerful  as  they  were 
ous  in  their  mode  of  warfare,  remained  in  arms,  desolating  our  frontier 
nents.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  first  treaties,  in  17J<5and  1790,^ 
he  Cherokees^  were  concluded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
ere  evidently  sanctioned  as  measures  of  necessity^  adapted  to  the  cha- 
of  the  Indians,  and  indispensable  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  west* 
ontier.     But  they  cannot  be  understood  as  changing  tKe  political  rela- 
of  the  Indians  to  the  States,  or  to  the  Federal  Government.   To  ^fkeV 
rould  have  required  the  operation  of  quite  a  different  pr\nc\p\e)  vcidS!tv^ 
'eation  of  a  tribunal  higher  than  tbat  of  the  treaty  majun(  povrw. 
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1809y  as  will  appear  bj  orders  to  the  commandtng  officer  stationed  at  forf 
Mitchell,  hereto  appended,  marked  1,  2,  3. 

On  the  8th  of  November  last,  another  orde^ssued,  directing  the  trooptf 
to  retire  from  the  country  of  the  Cherokee  tndians,  and  to  resume  thor 
position  again  at  their  fohner  encampment     (See  order  marked  4. ) 

Within  a  day  or  two  after  this  order  was  issued,  information  was  officially 
communicated  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  that  the  Liegislature  being  ia* 
session,  had  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  that  the  law^ 
of  Georgia  would  be  extended  over  Uie  Indj^  country.  His  letter  is  an- 
nexed, marked  A.  ^^ 

The  opinion  entertained  by  you  being  that  the  United  States  cannot 
rightfully  interfere  within  a  State  where  the  laws  are  extended,  any  applica- 
tion to  place  troops  within  Georgia,  on  account  of  the  act  of  1802,  must,  for 
the  future,  be  disregarded. 

Very  respectfully,  ^ 

J.  H.  EA'l^N. 

Tlie  PfiESiDXNT  €ftht  United  States.    . 


No.  1. 

Head  Quarters  OF  THE  Aalcr, 

Washington^  20th  Marthy  1830. 

Sir:  I  transmit  to  you,  herewith  annexed ^  a  copy  of  instructions,  dated  the 
16th  of  March,  1630,  which  I  have  received  from  the  War  Department, 
concerning  the  intruders  upon  the  lands  of  the  Cherokees. 

You  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  intentions  of  the  Gt>vemment, 
as  expressed  in  said  instructions;  and,  taking  them  for  your  guidance,  you 
will  perform  every  thing  directed  therein.  It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  be 
more  particular  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  instructions  which  relates  to  the 
Indians  and  intruders;  but  as  it  respecti  the  troops,  it  is  desirable  that  two  com- 
panies of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry  should  be  stationed  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  in  conformity  with  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  above  alluded 
to,  and  hereunto  anexed,  leaving  at  fort  Mitchell  the  company  of  ^til- 
Icry,  and  one  company  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry.  This  is,  however, 
on  the  presumption  that  two  companies  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry  will 
have  arrived  in  time  to  admit  of  the  arrangement .  You  will  be  pleased  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and,  as  often  as  any  thing  of  impor- 
tance occurs,  you  will  communicate  the  same  to  me,  in  order  that  I  may  lay 
the  same  before  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  (General  commanding  the  Army. 

Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  Brooke, 

Or  officer  commanding  the  troops  of  the 

United  States  at  fort  MiUhel^  Mabama^ 


m    • 
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Departicent  of  War, 

November  16,  1830. 

Sir:  The  President  of  the  tJnited  States  directs  that  you  instruct  the 
commanding  officer  at  fort  Mitchell  to  remove  the  intruders  from  the  lands 
of  the  Cherokees.  The  agent,  Colonel  Montgomery,  will  furnish  him  with 
a  list  of  those  who  are  not  to  be  interfered  with.  Persons  who  are  entitled 
to  live  in  the  nation  by  virtue  of  any  Indiati  law  or  regulation,  who  are  mar- 
tied  there,  will  not  be^  interrupted.  Those  who  have  permits  from  the 
agents,  and  thosb  who  are  seated  on  lands  from  which,  in  pursuance  of  trea- 
ties, the  Indians  have  removed,  and  which  have  been  valued  by  commis- 
flions  for  payment  by  the  Government,  he  will  not  interfere  jflFith.  All 
others  will  be  notified  to  remove  beyond  the  lines  of  the  CheroMR  Indians; 
and,  after  reasonable  notice,  the  commanding  officer  will  proceed  to  rase  their 
houses  and  destroy  their  fences,  that  the  lawB  of  the  country  may  be  faith- 
fully administered^  intrusion  prevented,  and  quiet  preserved. 

Having  executed  this  order,  he  will  assume  a  position  at  some  h^thful 
point,  and  occupy  it  with  two  companies,  to  prevent  intrusions.  .  The 
most  eligible  may  be  somewhere  near  the  dividing  ridge  which  General  Cof- 
fee has  fixed  as  the  boundary  to  the  south  between  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees. The  agent  is  furnished  with  a  map,  showing  the  boundary.  In  select- 
ing a  position,  regard  must  be  had  to  health  and  good  water,  and  to  the  ob- 
ject on  account  of  which  the  troops  are  sent — the  preventing  intrusion. 

He  will  issue  notice  to  the  Indians  living  south  of  this  established  line  by 
General  Cofiee,  to  remove  north  of  it;  but  will  use  no  violenoe  towards  them, 
until  he  shall  report  his  proceedings  to  the  Department,  and  obtain  further 
instructions.  ^ 

.    ytty  re^ctfully, 

•       J.  H.  EATON. 

Major  General  A.  Macomb. 


No.  2. 

Department  op  War, 

March  17^  1830. 

§||Ui:  An  order  was  yesterday  directed  to  you,  concerning  intrusions  on 
the  Cherokee  lands^     It  is  hoped  that  your  appearance  with  the  troops  may 
impress  u||B  the  intruders  the  necessity  of  retiring,  and  thereby  save  you 
from  a  reflKto  forcible  measures.     The  President  would  have  you  prac- 
tice iorbeanmce,  and  by  that  means  effect  peaceably,  if  it  can  be  done,  a  re- 
moval of  the  settlers,  and  only  to  pursue  the  orders  of  rasing  their  houses, 
and  destroying   their  fences,  when  every  thing   of  peaceable  effort  has 
failed.     If  a  course  of  violence  shall  be  rendered  unavoidable  through  obsti- 
nacy of  the  settlers,  the  better  course  for.  you  will  be,  to  proceed  to  operate 
I   first  upon  some  small  and  jdetached  settlement,  and,  having  acted,  to  wait  a 
/   little  while  for  the  information  to  spread,  and  the  example  to  become  ef- 
I    fected.     To  proceed  directly  and  generally  against  any  numerous  and  strong 
I    settlement  might  wake  up  an  excitement^  which  would  ^pexha^&o^i^^'^x^- 
I    judicially* 
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It  18  desirable,  therefore^  that^  in  executing  the  order  directed  to  you,  an 
exercise  of  prudence,  caution,  and  sound  judgment  be  constantly  re^utl- 
ed.  Every  confidence  is  reppsed  in  your  discretion,  that,  in  performing 
this  unpleasant  duty^  it  will  be  done  in  a  way  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible, 
aiiy  strong  excitement 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  EATON.      ' 
Major  P.  Wager,  | 

Fori  Mitchellj  Alabama. 


No.  3. 

Department  of  War, 

nth  March,  1880. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  make  out  a  list  of  those  persons 
within*  the  Cherokee  nation  who  have  settled  upofi  lands  which  the  In- 
dians, under  treaties  made  with  the  United  States,  have  abandoned,  and 
which  have  been  ^ued  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Government 
These  it  is  not  now  contemplated  to  interrupt,  and  the  commanding  officer 
from  fort  Mitchell  must  be  apprised  of  their  names. 

You  will  make  a  list,  too,  of  those  who  rightfully  may  remain  in  the  nation, 
whether  under  any  legal  sanction  from  yourself,  or  by  the  regulations  and 
rules  of  the  Indians.  White  men  having  Indian  families  will  not  be  remov- 
ed, unless  their  deportment  and  character  be  such,  in  your  opinion,  as  to  ren- 
der it  necessary. 

The  commanding  officer  from  fort  Mitchell  is  ordered  with  a  detach* 
ment  of  troops  into  the  Cherokee  nation,  where  he  is  directed  to  remain. 
Soon  as  you  shall  be  advised  of  his  approach  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  Cherokee  nation,  you  will  forward  by  the  express  to  him  the  informa- 
tion directed  to  be  given  in  this  letter,  also  the  map  which  was  two  days 
ago  sent  to  you,  together  with  the  enclosed  order. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 

To  Col.  Hugh  Montcwmbhy, 

Cherokee  Jigenty  fyc. 

No.  4. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Arm^ 

Washington^  8th  November j  1830. 

Sir:  The  purposes  for  which  the  troops  were  ordered  into  the  Cherokee 
nation  having  in  a  great  measure  been  answered,  the  Secretary  of  War 
deems  it  advisable,  upon  th^  approach  of  winter,  that  you  retire  to  some  po- 
sition where  the  troops  can  be  comfortably  accommodated,  and  where  they 
will  be  in  striking  distance,  to  meet  tay  contingency  that  may  arise  out  of 
our  Indian  relations,  and  which  cannot  at  this  time  be  perceived.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that  no  circumstance  will  occur  which  will  render  it  neces- 
aarjr  again  to  employ  the  troops  among  the  Cherokees^  particularly  as  the 
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Legislature  of  Georgia,  now  in  session,  will  doabtless  take  tiie  proper  and 
necessary  steps  to  preserve  tranquillity  along  the  Indian  borders.  You  will, 
therefore,  with  the  detachment  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  retire  upon 
•fort  Mitchell;  the  artillefy,  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Baden's  compa- 
pjr,  now  at  fort  Mitchell,  wHl  return  to  their  respec^ve  stations,  viz:  the 
men  belonging  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fanning's  company  to  Augusta  arse^ 
nal.  Captain  Legate's  company  to  Charleston,  and  Captain  Taylor's  to  Sa- 
raunah. 

I  hi^ve  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 
Maj.  Gen.  commanding  the  Army. 
Brevet  Major  P.  Wager,  4/A  reg't  of  Infantry^ 

Ci»mmanding  the  troops  in  the  Cherokee  nation. 


Executive  Department, 
MiUedgevUle^  October  29,  1830. 

Sir:  By  an  apt  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  at  its  last  session,  all 
the  Cherokee  territory,  and  the  persons  occupying  it,  were  subjected  to  the 
ordinary  jurisdiction  of  the  State  after  the  first  of  June  then  next  ensuing. 
This  act  has  gone  into  operaiion.     The  acknowledgment  by  the  President* 
of  the  right  of  the  State  to  pass  such  an  act  renders  it  unnecessary  to  say 
any  thing  in  its  justification.     The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  request  the  Presi- 
'  dent  that  the  United  States'  troops  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  Indian  terri- 
Tj  within  Georgia.     The  enforcement  of  the  non-intercourse  law  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  is  considered  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  jurisdictipa 
which  is  now  exercised   by  its  authorities,  and  must,  if  continued,  lead  to 
difficulties  between  the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  State  Governments, 
which  it  is  very  desirable  should  be  avoi4p*     No  doubt  is  entertained  tl\at 
the  object  of  the  President  in  ordering  the  United  States'  troops  into  the 
Cherokee  territory,  was  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  Union.    The 
motive  is  duly  appreciated.     The  Legislature  of  this  State  is  now  in  session* 
The  special  object  of  its  meeting  is  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  State 
within  the  Cherokee  country,  and  the  punishment  of  intrusion  into  it  by 
persons  searching  for  gold.     Its  powers  are  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
As  it  is  expected  that  the^  law  for  the  punishment  of  trespaisers  upon  the 
public  lands  will  go  into  operation  within  a  few  days,  the  President  is,  there- 
fore, requested  to  withdraw  the  trpops  as  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently 
done. 

Information  has  been  received  at  this  Department  that  the  digging  for 
gold  is  still  carried  on  in  various  parts  of  the  Cherokee  territory,  and  that 
the  extent  of  country  containing  mines  is  so  great  that  it  is  wholly  impos- 
aiblc  to  prevent  it  by  the  use  of  military  force  alone.  It  is  said  that  the  In- 
dians are  even  more  extensively  employed  in  taking  gold  than  before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  troops.  This  proceeds  from  their  residence  within  the  country, 
intimate  acquaintance  with  it,  and  other  means  of  avoiding  tVie  o^'wXift^^v 
itte  tpoapa.     The  feat  of  the  whites  ha4  restrained  them  ptevto^aA^ . 
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The  President  is  assured  jfchat,  whatever  measurea  may  be  adopted  by  Aa 
State  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the  Cherokees,  the  strongest  desire  wUl  be 
felt  to  make  them  accord  with  the  policy  which  has  b^n  adopted  by  the 
present  administration  of  the  General  Government,  upon  the  same  subject-. 

Very  respectfully ,  y ours,  &c , 

GEORGE  R.  GILMER. 
To  the  Pebsibeht  of  the  United  States. 


♦/ 


«  'War  Departmbitt, 

Septembers,  18I4» 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  August  10th  has  been  received. 

The  avowed  objects  of  the  enemy,  and  the  recent  outrages  of  all  princi^ 
pies  of  civilized  warfare,  warrant  a- belief  and  expectation  that  they  will 
jnake  their  devastations  as  extensive  as  their  means  will  enable  them. 

The  writer  of  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication  without  signatured 
luiown,  and  is  entitled  to  credit.  mf 

Your  most  prompt  attention  and  vigorous  operations  will  be  required  in 
the  lower  country.  All  the  friendly  Indians  should  be  organised,  and  pre- 
liftred  to  co-operate  with  your  other  forces.  There  appears  to  be  some  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  Choctaws:  their  friendship  and  services  should  be 
secured  without  delay.  The  friendly  Indians  must  be  fed  and  paid,  and 
made  to  fight,  when  and  where  their  services  may  be  required. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  repair  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  your  ar- 
rangements can  be  accomplished  in  the  other  parts  of  the  district,  unless 
circumstances  should  render  another  point  more  eligible. 

I  have,  &c  &c  * 

JAMES  MONI(OE> 
To  General  Andrew  JA^^xsoif. 


WfL-M^ 
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2dSessidn.  ^         ** 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

FXBBUART  26y  1831. 


Mr.  Bbvtoh  tabmitted  the  following  resolutions;  which  were  read,  and  oi^ 

dered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table: 

Xesohedf  That  the  powers  conferred  on  Congress  by  the  States  to  lay  and 
^collect  duties,  and  to  regulate  cpnunerce,  are  distinct  and  inconvertible  pow- 
ers, aiming  at  diflTerent  objects,  and  requiring  different  forms  of  legislative 
action;  the  levying  power  being  confined  to  imports,  and  chiefly  intendedto 
raise  revenue;  the  regulating,  power  being  directed  to  export^  and  solely  in- 
tended to  procure  favorable  terms  in  foreig;n  ports  for  the  admission  of  the 
ahips  and  products  of  the  States. 

3.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties  on  imports  was  solicited  by 
tibe  founders  of  the  present  Federal  Government,  and  granted  by  the  States^ 
for  the  express  purpose  of  paying  the  public  debt,  and  with  the  solemn  and 
reiterated  assurance  that  the  duties  levieci  for  that  purpose  should  cease 
the  moment  the  debt  was  paid;  which  assurance  was  given  in  answer  to  ob- 
jections from  the  States,  and  to  quiet  the  apprehension  expressed  by  some 
of  them,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  Congress  to  raise  revenue  from  the  com- 
merce of  the  States,  without  limitation  of  time  or  quantity,  and  without 
accountability  to  them  for  its  expenditure,  might  render  Congress  indepen- 
dent of  the  States,  and  endanger  their  liberties  and  prosperity* 

3.  That  the  public  debt  will  (probably)  be  paid  ofi*  in  the  year  1834,  and 
the  amount  of  about  twelve  millions  of  dollars  of  revenue  will  then  be  sub- 
ject to  abolition,  and  ought  be  abolished,  according  to  the  agreement  of  the 
parties  at  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Government,  and  in  con-* 
foraiity  to  the  present  actual  condition  and  interest  of  the  States. 

4.  That  an  abolition  of  twelve  millions  of  duties  will  be  a  relief  to  the 
people  from  about  sixteen  millions  of  taxes,  (estimating  the  retail  merchant^ 
advance  upon  the  duties  at  one-third  ;^  and  that  the  said  aboiitioa  may  be 
nude  without  diminishing  the  protection  due  to  any  essential  branch  or  pur- 
suit of  domestic  industry,  and  with  manifest  ad  vantage  to  most  of  them. 

5.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  enaUing  Congress  to  determine  with  entire 
nfety  to  every  interest,  and  with  full  satisfaction  to  the  public  miml,  what 
branches  and  purauits  of  domestic  industry  may  be  entitled  to  protection,  and 
ought  to  be  guarded  from  the  injurious  effects  of  foreign  competition,  a  joint 
tomnuttee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ought  to  be  a];^inted, 
to  take  the  examinations  of  practical  men  (producers,  consumers,  and  importr 
^)  m  all  doubtful  cases,  and  to  report  their  evidence  tothe  twa  Houses  of 
CoQgress. 

6.  That  the  said  committee  ought  to  be  appointed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  stated  session. 

7.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce  was  granted  to  Congress 
W  the  States  for  the  express  and  sole  purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to  ob- 
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tain  and  sfecure  favorable  markets  abroad  for  the  exports  of  the  States,  »d 
favorable  terms  for  the  admission  of  their  ships,  and  to  effect  these  objedir 
by  establishing  an  equitable  system  of  commercial  reciprocity,  discrimisg 
tion,  and  retaliation,  which  should  measure  back  to  every  foreign  nation  fff 
same  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  which  itsdf  measured  out  to  the  commcrte 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States.  . 

8.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce,  although  one  of  thefim 
of  the  enuwerated  powers  in  the  Constitution,  and  the  inducing  cause  to  its 
adoption,  has  never  yet  been  exercised  by  Congress. 

9.  That  the  approaching  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and   consequent 
^i;>bligation  to  abolish,  and  advantage  in  abolishing  about  twelve  millions  of 

annual  revenue,  will  enable  the  United  States  to  receive  a  latge  portion  of 
her  foreign  commerce,  say  the  one-half  thereof,  free  of  duty;  and  that  the 
fair  principles  of  a  just  reciprocity,  the  dictates  of  obvious  policy,  justice  to 
the  States,  and  the  constitntional  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  alreadTy 
too  long  deferred,  will  require  this  Government  to  demand  equivalents  from 

vail  nations  which  may  wish  to  be  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  enjoy- 

-  ment  of  this  great  amount  of  free  and  unrestricted  trade. 

10.  That  the  free  importation  of  the  following  articles  (among  othere) 
may  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  without  compromising  the  prosperity 
of  any  branch  or  pursuit  of  domestic   industry,  and  with  manifest  advan- 

.tage  to  most  of  them,  namely,  linens,  silks,  wines,  coffee,  cocoa,  worsted 
stuff  goods,  several  descriptions  of  woollens,  several  qualities  of  fine  cottons, 
.several  kinds  of  spirits,  &c.  &c. 

11.  That  the  free  importation  of  the  said  articles  ought  to  be  offered  to  all 
'  nations  which  shall  grant  equivalent  advantages  to  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  will  receive  the  products  of  their  industry, 

.  namely,  fish,  furs,  lumber,  naval'stores,  beef,  bacon,  pork,  grain,  flour,  rice, 
cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  manufactures  of  cotton,  leather,  wood,  and  silk, 
butter  and  cheese,  soap  and  candles,  hats,  glass,  and  gunpowder,  lead,  sho^ 
and  isugar,  spirits  made  of  grain  and  molasses,  &c.  &:c.,  or  some  adequate 
proportion  thereof,  either  n-ee  of  duty^  or  upon  payment  o£  moderate  and 

-reasonable  duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  in  treaties,  and  to  continue  for  a  term  of 

-  years,  and  to  no  other  nations  whatever. 

12.  That  there  is  nothing  in  existing  treaty  stipulations  with  foreigik 
'powers  to  prevent  the  regulation  of  our  commerce  upon  the  foregoing  prin- 
ciples. 

1.3.  That  all  comrifiercial  nations  will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  regu- 
late their  commerce  with  the  United  States  on  these  principles,  as,  in  doinj^ 
io,  they  will  substitute  a'  fair  and  liberal  trade  for  a  trade  of  vexations,  op — 
pressions,  restrictions,  and  smuggling;  will  obtain  provisions  for  subsistence^ 
and  materials  for  manufactures,  on  cheaper  terms  and  more  abundantly;  wi9L 
promote  their  own  exports;  will  increase  their  revenue,  by  increasing  coa — 
jamption  and  diminishing  smuggling;  and  in  refusing  to  do  so,  will  dra 
ETeat  injury  upon  themselves  in  the  loss  which  will  ensue  of  several  ert 
branches  of  their  trade  with  the  United  States. 


14.  That  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  and  navigation  of  th 
United  States  would  be  greatly  benefitted  by  regulating  foreim  trade  on  Ih 


abroad. 


S  [  66  ] 

15.  That  the  safest^nd  most  satiafactory  mode  of  regulating  foreign  com- 
merce on  these  principles  would  be  by  combining  the  action  of  the  legisla^ 
live  and  treaty  making  power?,  Congress  fixing,  by  law  or  joint  resolution, 
the  articles  on  which  duties  may  be  abolished,  and  the  Executive  negotiating 
with  foreign  nations  for  the  grant  of  equivalents. 

16.  That,  to  be  in  readiness  to  carry  this  system  of  regulating  foreign  com- 
merce into  efiect  at  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Congress  to  designate  the  articles  for  abolition  of  duty  at  the  next  stated 
session. 


REPORT  ON  THE  BLACKSMITHS'  PETITION. 


Mr.  Hatne  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

/ 

Uci  eammiiiee  to  whom  was  re/erred  ^^  the  petition  of  upwards 
00  mecAanieSf  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia^ 
loytd  in  the  various  Irranches  of  the  manufacture  €f  iron;^^  arid, 
f  the  petition  of  the  ^^  Journeymen  blacksmiths  of  the  ci/y  and 
Uy  of  Philadelphia^  employed  in  manufacturing  anchors  and 
tnea&ies,"  report: 

It  they  have  eiamined  the  subject  embraced  in  these  petitions  with 
i  care  and  attention  which  its  importance  demands.  Whether  the  op- 
Fe  cq>eration  of  the  present  high  duties  upon  iron  be  considered  in 
ace  to  the  industry  of  the  petitioners,  or  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
eat  body  pf  the  people,  the  question  is  one  which  is  entitled  to  a  can- 
id  thorough  investigation.  Of  all  the  metals^  iron  contributes  most 
irealthy  the  comfort,  and  the  improvement  of  society.  It  enters  most 
J  into  the  consumption  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men.  It  fur- 
the  mechanic  with  his  tools,  the  farmer  with  the  implement!^ 
husbandry,  the  merchant  with  the  means  of  fitting  out  his  ship^ 
le  manufacturer  with  the  very  instruments  of  his  wealth  and 
arity-  The  forest  falls  before  the  axe;  and  it  is  to  the  plough  and 
i^  the  spade  and  the  harrow^  ihepick^axe  and  the  crow-bar^  that  tho 
r  is  indebted  for  the  means  of  brii^eing  his  fields  into  cultivation,  arfd 
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lorieSf  and  even  our  aleam  engines?    Our  streams  might  run  on  for.ei^ 

and  water  be  evaporated  into  air;  but  the  wheel  would  stand  stilly  andao^, 

shuttle   or   a    spindle   move    in    obedience    to   the   will    of    man.     T^ 

carpenter  and  the  joiner,  the  millwright  and  the  wheelright,  the  smith,  jiiD^ 

currier,  the  tanner,  the  paper  maker,  and  the  bookbinder,  nay,  all  who  «^ 

engaged  in  the  mechanic  arts,  requhe  iron  and  steel  (to  them  more  precioili' 

than  gold)  for  the  very  tools  and  implements  of  their  trade.     And  lookji 

the  condition  of  the  shipwright,  the  merchant,  and  the  navigator.     Without 

the  spikes  and  the  nailsj  the  chains  and  the  bol/s^  supplied  by  iron,  hovr 

could  your  vessels,  "  either  of  commerce  or  of  war/^  be  prepared  to  encouor 

ter  and  overcome  the  perils  of  tlie  mighty  deep?   Without  an  amrAor,  wlu4 

ship  could  ride  securely  at  her  moorings?  how  could   your  steamboattf 

with  their  vast  and  complicated  machinery,  be  enabled  to  stem  the  curreirfl 

of  your  mighty  rivers,  bringing  together  in  harmonious  intercourse  thedif- 

tant  parts  of  our  extended  country,  and  carrying  back  the  streams  of  knopj^ 

ledge  and  improvement  into  the  remotest  corners  of  the  Union?     To  ch^ 

ize  man  in  every  situation,  iron  is  an  article  of  indispensable  necessity,  "ft 

borrow  the  words  of  one  of  the  ablest  political  economists  of  the  presetf 

<lay — '^  Look  where  you  vviil,  in  whj^tever  direction  you  t,yrn  ypwey^  iMff 

meets  you,  as  the  most  convenient  and  most  necessary  of  all  substances  tl^ 

tkve  not  used  for  food,,  and   without  which,  even  food  itself  could  nol^be 

supplied;  and  it  is  found,  from  universal  experience,  that  ev^y  piitjoii^x- 

hilVits  skill,  comfort,  and  power,  in  proportion  as  the  raw  7noitri{$i i^  ffo- 

<luced  more  abundantly,  more  cheaply,  and  more  perfectly.     That  iialijoo 

which  is  practically  acquainted  with  the  manufacture,  properties,  and  us!^ 

j)f  iron,  more  than  any  other,  is  the  most  civilized,  the  wiaest,  'the  tdSot^ 

powerful,  aii/l  enjoys  more  of  the  comforts  of  human  existence  than  amy 

other,  oiht  ]•  advantages  being  equal. ''^*     Indeed,  when  we  consider  all  tllf 

diversilied  uiul  important  use.s  to  which  iron  is  applied  in   the  various  p«H^ 

suits  uf  lif  J,  its  almo:3t  miraculous  influence  in  enlarging  the  boundS/tH 

science,  exieuding  the  powers  and  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  huoiib 

race,  endowing  man  with  an  almost  supreme  dominion  aver  the  eleRieii||9 

i\ud  enabling  him  to  compel  them  to  minister  to  his  wants  and  his  com£Qg|i^ 

.we  are  almost  tempted  to  believe  that  it  is  the  mighty  inslrumcHti  put^ip 

to  our  hands  by  a  wise  and  merciful  Providence,  to  conrert  the  primi^ 

curse  into  the  greatest  of  blessings.  '^ 

Willi  tliis  brief  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  conunitllfl 

will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  the  petitioners.     It  appeaii 

that,  in  March,  182S,  while  the  tariff  of  that  year  was  before  Congreas,  l)il 

blacksmiths  of  Philadelphia  presented  their  petition,  setting  forth  tbeof^ 

pressi  ve  and  unequal  operation  of  the  then  existing  duties  upon  iron,  ap 

pointing  out  the  injurious  eflects  that  would  necessarily  result  from  the  |i# 

posed  increase  of  those  duties.     They  even  then  complained  '«  that  &i 

found  themselves  completely  shut  out  of  our  own  market,  by  laws  whid 

they  were  told  were  made  for  their  protection;'^  that  they  were  "  precludo« 

from  participating  in  the  supply  of  tlie  West  Indian  and  South  Ameriflii 

markets,  which  they  could  supply  in  many  articles,  if  they  could  obtain  iw 

at  areasonable  price;"  that  <•  their  business  was  more  depressed  than  most, 

not  all  others;"  and  tracing  these  evils  to  the  abandonment  of  the  princip] 

*'  that  the  cixity  on  the  raw  material  should  never  exceeii  thai  «/i  H 

i 

•  See  Appendix,  A. 


mttDt  duty  upon  bar  iron,  while  the  duty  on  hardware  was  suifered  to  Ij^** 

iiDit25per  centum  ad  valorem.     In  the  year  1830^  the  petitioners,  V**f 

og,  1^  the  further  experience  of  two  years,  realized  more  fully  the  ij#^ 

vfma  operation  of  this  system  upon  their  employments,  came  again  to  Vjj 

pneas  with  another  humble  petition,  setting  forth  the  cruel  operation  of         ii^ 
r  laws  upon  their  industry — complaining  that  they  had  been  treated  with         |C^ 
no0t  cruel  inju3tice,  and  ks  <^  if  they  were  not  meml>ers  of  the  same         i^ 
ieal  family'' — pointing  out  the  manifest  inequality  *'  of  a  specific  duty 
inting  to  from  140  to  250  per  cent,  on  that  kind  of  iron   out  of  which  \ 

iwe  is  made,  while  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  only  25  per  cent,  was  im- 
I  wpwk  ibe  manufiBLCtured  article — thus  operating  against  them  as  a  double 
^"fitmi  the  duty  on  hardware  rising  and  falling  with  the  price  of  iron, 
D  thai  on  iron  was  specific  and  stationary,"^  and  concluding  with  an 
Mt  prayer  <<  that  they  might  be  put  on  the  same  footing,  in  our  own  mar- 
^^i^kbthe  foreign  manufacturer,  by  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  raw 
CrW'to  an  equality  with  that  upon  the  hardware.^'  This  petition 
Aie  9aie  fate  as  that  which  had  preceded  it  The  case  of  the  petition- 
irasinlMd  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  and,  in  a  re- 
^  dMde  f6  the  Senate,  it  was  not  denied  that  the  petitioners  had  just  cause 
wopkint  It  was  admitted  that  they  were  entitled  to  be  put,  in  our  own 
kel%  on  the  same  footing  as  the  foreign  manufacturer,  and  that  this  could 
'be  done  by  establishing  <^  a  just  proportion  between  the  duties  upon 
l^on  and  those  upon  hardware;"  yet,  because  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
i^raw  material  wi^s  the  remedy  suggested  by  the  petitioners,  no  attempt 
tiade  to  afford  them  relief.  Under  ail  these  discouragementa,  the  com- 
le  cannot  but  admire  Uie  manly  spirit  w^hich  has  inducecT  the  petitioners 
0iore  to  come  before  Congress,  with  a  complete  vindication  of  them- 
!S  from  all  of  the  imputationswhieh  have  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  up- 
feein,  with  a  clear  and  satisfactory  statement  of  their  grievances,  and  a  full 
^nelusiv^  refutation  of  all  the  arguments  which  have  heretofore  been 

laAiMai*«a*f«liAit*nlainna  UAornrrlitrar  thifl  nptitinn    »«l  nni^  nf    thf^  ablest  and 
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John  Sarchet,  one  of  the  petitioners,*)  tlftit  English  comtnofi  troh)  ftt 
iMterial  used  almo9t  exclugively  in  the  manufacture  of  hardware^  wasiif' 
ling  in  England  at  the  latest  advices  at  J65  5s,  sterling,  equal  to  $23  38|  j^ 
ton,  the  duty  on  which,  at  £37  a  ton,  is  equal  to  159  per  cent ;  that  the  ipnSb 
of  smaller  sizes  of  the  same  iron  (such  as  h^lf  inch  and  under)  was  JS6  5s,  iM^ 
ling,  equal  to  £27  75  per  (on,  the  duty  on  which,  at  078  40  per  ton,  amoqlAi 
to  2821  per  cent     It  is  of  \hii  latter  description  of  iron  tha^  hardware  tt" 
chiefly  manufactured,  and  the  petitioners  declare  themseiyes  unable  to  eoii« 
cei  ve  what  could  have  <<  led  the  framers  of  the  law,  by  this  discrifninatkn^ 
to  give  such  a  decided  monopoly  to  the  manufactures  of  hardware  and  iron- 
mongery at  Sheffield  and  Birmingham."     An  answer  to  the  question  may 
probably  be  found  in  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Cowf- 
mittee  of  Manufactures,  that  **  there  are  roliinis;  mills,  which  have  been  Si- 
operation  for  several  years,  in  the  county  of  Aform,  in  the  State  of  i>fti| 
Jersey^  and  elsewhere,  where  common  bar  iron  may  be  converted  into  bah 
and  bolts  of  the  smaller  size  at  a  small  expense."     It  is  stated  by  the  blade* 
smiths,  however,  that  some  of  them   have  actually^  paid  to  the  Amerieiii 
manufacturers  $25  a  ton  for  rolling  iron  of  one  inch  and  under  into  |thf 
of  an  inch,  and  from  the  same  sizes  into  half  an  inch  830  a  ton;  while  tlHl 
^vhole  cost  of  the  former  to  the  manufacturer  of  hardware  in  Great  BritidB 
is  only  £23   33  per  ton,   and  of  the  latter  027  77,  whereby  the  Britisk 
manufacturer  is  enabled  to  import  the   same  into  the  United  States,  in  the 
form  of  hardware,  (duty  included,)  at  from  028  83  to  $35  39  per  ton,  ''  the 
discriminating  duty  infavar  qf  the  Briiish  fnanvfacturers  being,  on  aH 
sizes  of  iron  over  half  an  inch,  031   50,  and  on  half  inch,  070  77i,'*  the 
duties  on  hardware  manufactured  of  the  smaller  sizes  of  iron  being  onljT 
one^eUvenih  of  what  they  are  on  iron  as  a  raw  material,  and  on  hardware 
made  of  larger  sizes  about  one-sixth.^*    In  illustration  of  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  these  unequal  duties,  several  cases  are  stated  by  the  petitioners,  and 
specimens  of  the  various  descriptions  of  hardware,  as  well  as  of  the  material 
of  which  they  were  severally  made,  have  been  exhibited  to  the  cammitlet. 
From  these  statements,  it  appears,  tliat,  under  the  existing  rate  of  duties,  a 
ton  of  hammers  and  sledges  can  be  imported  (nay,  it  appears  from  the  last 
Treasury  repoft  that  they  have  actually  been  imported)  "for  the  use  of  the 
American*  manufacturer  of  those  very  articles,^'  at  a  less  eosi  than  the  httr 
iron  of  which  they  are  made.     Wheel  tire  has  actually  been  imported  in 
a  finished  state  for  about  047  17,  while  bar  iron,  suitable  for  this  purpose,  it 
selling  at  about  090  a  ton,  more  than  double  the  price  of  what  it  costt 
when  imported  in  a  manufactured  state.     Frying  and  dripping  pans^ 
Iboth  in  part  and  in  whole  muaufactufed,  are  now,  aiid  ever  have  been, 
imported,  duties  and  all  other  charges  included,  at  a  less  price  than  the  cost 
of  sheet  iron.      Tea  trays^  of  large  sizes,  made  of  double  rolled  sheet  iron,* 
with  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can  be  imported,  duties  and  all  other  chargw] 
included,  at  083 IZ  a  ton,  while  the  iron  required  for  the  same  purposes  i$ 
selling  at  double  the  price,  say  0160  to  0170  a  ton.     WirCy  No.  18,  is  im* 
ported,  which  costs  (duty  included,  at  10  cents  a  pound)  S389  a  ton,  whiW 
a  ton  of  knitting  needles  of  the  same  material  costs  (duty  included)  only' 
;g246  37,  being  0143  63  a  ton   less  than  the  cost  in   the  United  States  of 
the  material  of  which  they  are  made,  whereby  a  protection  to  that  amount^ 

•  See  John  Sarchet's  statement  s^nexeJ  to  tliis  report,   to  which  particular  refcrcoot' 
H  craved.     See,  also,  extracts  from  ibc  pelition  hereto  annexed. 


previo&#lo  the  additional  doty  on  bar  iron  by  the  act  of  162S,  and 

H  iron  in  Great  Britain  about  the  same  time,  they  toere  enabled 

i^t  their  fmmilies  decently  and  comfortably^  with  a  prospect  of  ift^ 

9ome  education  to  their  children^  but  the  causes  abovementioned  Vfj 

ftrly  driven  the  produce  of  their  own  industry  out  o/ the  market.  ^^ 

ans  by  which  this  result  has  been  produced  are  clearly  set  forth  and 

id  in  their  petition,  and  fully  illustrated  by  Mr.    Sarchet  in  his 

it)  (to  both  of  which  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer;)  from  which 

Bstly  appears^  that  a  ton  of  chain  cables  can  now  be  imported  into 

niry  at  a  less  cost  than  the  rods  out  of  which  tliey  are  made. 

r  the  petitioners,  who  have  been  for  many  years  employed  in  the  '- 

;ture  of  chain  cables,  have  been  brought  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

these  and  many  other  examples,  it  appears,  that,  whether  we  have  | 

e  to  bar  iron  paying  a  duty  of  $37  a  ton,  or  sheet  and  hoop  iron, 
8.  and  round  or  square  iron  of  half  an  inch  and  untler,  all  paying  a  ; 

i7S40  per  ton,  or  wire  paying  from  6  to  10  cents  per  pound,  '^  the  j 

1  each  particular  case  will  be  the  same,  making  it,  consequently,  a/-  | 

heaper  to  import  the  above  descriptions  of  iron  in  a  manufactured  i 

XarawstatCy^  thus,  of  course,  depriving  the  American  artizansofum-  i 

flt,  which  result  is  produced,  not  from  the  duty  upon  hardware  be- 
low, (for  these  duties  average  about  35  per  cent. )  but  from  the  exor- 
uty  OQ  iron,  averaging  from  159  to  282  j  per  cent.  , 
iase,  when  thus  plainly  stated,  carries  with  it  its  own  best  commen- 
id  renders  argument  unnecessary.  Well  might  the  petitioners  in- 
i>w  it  has  happened  that  a  law  so  oppressive,  unequal,  and  unjust, 
ave  found  its  way  into  our  statute  book,  or  been  suffered  to  remain  j 

oe  moment  after  its  true  character  had  been  fully  exposed?    It  will  ! 

he  country  to  say  whether  the  true  answer  has  not  been  given  by  | 

rchpt^  .when  he  says,  <^  that,  in  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  on  iron,  I 

wviosters  have  only  considered  themselves^  and  have  regarded  the 

!#•«  nn  mnrA  than  if  thi^v  ixrpro.  nnnfi.ntHtfJi.^^    If  ivnnlrl.  inHp.ed.  ft#»Am 
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their  efforts  are  paralyzed' — a  system  artfully  contriTed  <^tb  make  tfi 
richer,"  while  it  humbles  in  the  very  dust  the  best  hopes  of  those 
<<  hard  hands  and  honest  hearts''  entitle  them  to  the  grateful  conaideml 
their  country. 

Mr.  Sarchct  tells  us  that  he  has  been  engaged  for  35  years  in  the 
smith's  business;  that  he  has  travelled  extonsivcly,  and  seen  much  i 
world;  but  **  that  he  has  never  seen  any  blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  i 
ing  on  a  less  prosperous  business,  than  tHbse  in  the  United  States  i 
Jimey  which  is  owing,  as  he  believes,  to  the  high  duty  which  they  an 
veiled  to  pay  on  iron.^^ 

The  committee  forbear  from  making  any  further  remarks  on  the 
fcst  inequality  and  injustice  of  the  existing  duties,  and  they  do  th 
more  readily,  since,  whatever  drflRjrence  of  opinion  may  prevail  as 
precise  extent  of  the  evil  complained  of,  there  is  and  can  be  none  at 
existence,  or  as  to  the  just  claims  of  the  petitioners  to  redress.  Tb< 
tioncrs  have  insisted  thai;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  tliat  a  <Mue  propo 
should  be  observed  between  the  duties  on  the  raw  material  and  the  ma 
tured  article;  and  as  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  their  report^ 
last  year  to  the  Senate,  have  recognised  the  correctness  of  tliis  princi 
only  remains  to  be  considered  by  what  means  this  due  proportion  can 
taiucd.  The  petitioners  insist  that  this  can  only  be  accomplished  bj 
duction  of  the  existing  duty  on  the  raw  material,  while  theCommitt 
Manufactures  contend  that  it  can  be  best  effected  by  a  correspondic 
crease  of  the  duties  on  hardware.  In  proceeding  to  the  examinati 
this  question,  the  committee  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of 
admiration  of  the  enlightened  and  liberal  views  which  seem  to  ha 
vernod  the  petitioners  on  this  occasion.  With  a  magnanimity  wor 
all  praise,  they  have  scorned  to  relieve  themselves  from  unjust  and  ui 
burdens  by  attempting  to  throw  them  upon  the  shoulders  of  othen 
have  firmly  and  manfully  resisted  all  the  temptations  held  out  to  thei 
ask"  that  their  industry  should  be  protected  by  the  imposition  upon  < 
of  the  samer  exorbitant  duties  of  which  they  have  so  justly  complainei 

The  committee  could  not  forbear  from  doing  this  justice  to  the  w 
and  the  virtue  which  have  enabled  the  petitioners  to  discern  the  true  : 
of  the  country,  and  to  rise  superior  to  all  temptation.  In  the  examli 
whicji  they  have  made  of  this  subject,  the  committee  have  been  (a 
struck  with  the  sound  and  conclusive  reasons  which  the  petitionen 
adduced  in  support  of  the  position,  that  a  low  duty  on  the  raw  mate 
the  only  just  and  effectual  means  by  which  American  manufactures  c 
ceive  a  wholesome  encouragement;  that  the  '*due  proportion"  which  j 
xnit  ought  to  be  preserved  between  tlie  duty  on  the  raw  material  and  tl 
the  manufactured  article,  can,  in  this  instance,  only  be  attained  by  a  i 
tion  of  the  duty  on  the  ftrmer;  and  that  such  a  measure,  whilst  it ' 
duly  encourage  the  American  mechanics,  and  lessen  the  tax  upon  consu 
would  not  be  injurious  to  the  owners  of  the  rich  and  valuable  iron  mi 
the-United  States;  and,  so  far  from  diminishing  the  resources  of  thecoi 
that  such  a  measure  would  add  greatly  to  tlie  comforts  of  the  pcoph 

*  Id  the  report  of  the  Comtnlttee  on  Manufactures,  it  is  stated  *'  that  the  conimitte< 
op\?iion  that  there  shouUI  be  a  just  proportion  between  t'le  duties  upon  bar  iron  am 
upon  hardware,  but  that  liiis  proportion  can  be  most  properly  altuined  by  increasing  t 
ties  upon  hardware,  8;C     But  thin  it  sfcms  thepttilio^ien  dj  not  ask  or  whhi'* 
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ke  their  prosperity  in  peace,  and  security  in  war.  Nothing  canr 
•^i>bviou8  than  the  position  assumed  by  the  petitioners,  that,  to  pre- 
9u$  ^*due  proportion,"  the  same  protection  must  be  afforded  to  their 
jf  that  is  extended  to  the  iron  masters:  but  as  the  latter  has  been 
(according  to  the  statement  of  the  blacksmiths)  to  be  equal  to  from 
282  per  cent,  it  follows  that  the  duties  upon  hardware  must  be  aug- 
I  to  an  amount  which  would  not  only  be  manifestly  unjust,  but  alto- 
impractieablc. 

eommittee  believe,  with  the  petitioners,  that  if  such  exorbitant  duties 
be  imposed  upon  hardware,  so  far  from  benefitting  any  class  of  the 
tinitj,   it  would  tend  to   introduce   smuggling  and   evasions  of  the 
ic,  ond  lead  extensively  to  the  substitution  of  hemp,  feather,  wood, 
her  cheap  materialp,  for  the  iron  which  is  now  used.     It  is  the  interest 
ry  nation  to  introduce  iron  as  extensively  as  ppssible  into  the  con- 
ion  of  the  peophy  because  it  is,  of  all  known  materials,  the  strongest, 
osrt  durable,  and  capable  of  being  applied  to  the  greatest  variety  of 
All  experience  has  shoWn,  that  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  low  rate 
y,  and  consequent  cheapness  of  the  raw  material,  is  the  general  use 
article.     In  this  respect  the  present  condition  of  England  and  France 
les  an  admirable  commentary  on  the  impolicy  of  the  protecting  sys- 
hcn  applied  to  an  article  of  such  primary  necessity,  and  which  cen- 
ts so  essentially  to  the  comfort,  prosperity,  and  improvement  of  the 
:.     It  is  stated,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  moderate  duty  and  low 
3f  iron  in  England,  the  consumption  of  iron  in  that  country,  in  com- 
n  with  that  of  France,  (where  the  protecting  system  has  been  carried 
t  utmost  extent,)  is  (in  proportion  to  population)  as  thirteen  to  one; 
re  learo  from  the  most  authenttc  sources,  that  the  consequence  is  every 
)  to  be  traced  in  the  more  highly  improved  state  of  agriculture  and  the 
mic  arts  throughout  Great  Britain,  while  in  France  the^cye  is  every 
t  offended  by  the  rude  machinery  and  coarse  implements  of  husbandry 
the  })eople  are  constrained  by  the  impolicy  of  their  laws  to  use.    (See 
idix  C.)    In  England  the  low  duty  has  greatly  enlarged  the  consump 
firon,  and  increased  the  production  of  their  mines,  while  in  Franco 
gh duties  have  produced  directly  the  contrary  results. 
ery  dictate  of  justice,  and  every  consideration  of  sound  policy,  there- 
eoinbtne  in  bringing  the  committee  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pctition- 
e  entitled  to  relief;  and  they  are  convinced  that  this  r'lici'  can  only  be 
ed  by  reducing  the  duty  on  raw  iron,  as  prayed  for  in  the  petition — a 
ire  which,  they  are  satisfied,  would  be  attended  with  the  happiest  con- 
nces  to  the  whole  community.     By  reducing  the  duty  on  raw  iron, 
lateria],  and  every  article  of  hardware,  could  be  furnished  to  the  con- 
's at  a  more  moderate  price.*     By  the  ]a\v  as  it  now  stands,  every 
T  in  the   country  pays  a  tax  equal,  it  is  believed,  on  an  average,  to 
dollars  on  every  hundred  dollars^  worth  of  iron  v/hich  *hc  consumes. 
bnndant  supply  of  cheap  iron,  while  it  would  give  a  new  impulse  to  the 
try  of  our  mechanics,  would  supply  the  wants  of  ail  other  classes  of 

p.  Sarchct  stntcs  "that  if  he  couUl  pet  liisiron  free  of  flwty,  he  would  contract  to  fur- 
ut  nails  at  oj  cents  per  pound:  they  now  sell  for  5^  cenis.  He  would  muke  wrought 
tan  ainonnt  /e.^.?  Z»/y  Me  </ii/.y,  that  is  to  bay,  at  5  cents  lesi  than  tlie  prci>j:nt  price.*' 
«r  reductions  in  price  would  probably  be  produced  in  most  description*  of  >liardwaro. 
■rchet  estimates  that,  of  "the  47,000  tons  of  hardware  now  anmialiy  imported,  3J,\»0<' 
rouVl  be  manufaclured  in  this  country." 
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our  fellow  citizens,  by  {urnishing  a  better  article,  and  at  &  cheapf 

The  foieij^n    added  to  the  domestic  competition  would  bring  dbf9Vi(^ 

prices  of  bar  iron,  as  well  as  of  hardware,  to  the  lowest  rate  at  wfaidii 

could  be  furnished.     Iron  would  be  much  more  generally  used,  and 

man  in  the  country  would  be  relieved  from  a  portion  of  the  taxes  5^hi 

now  bears.     And  why,  let  us  ask,  should  this  blessing  not  be  bestowed 

the  people?    Because  it  \s  feared  that  the  profits  of  the  iron  masters  wdoit 

be  lessened;  that,  possibly ^  a  few  iron  mines  would  be  thrown  out  of  use^ 

and  the  supply  of  American  iron  be  diminished.     That  a  diminution  in  the 

price  of  iron  might  cause  ^few  looni  out  and  worthless  mines  (forced  into 

existence,  and  sustained  by  tlie  bounty)  to  be  given  up,  and  might,  in  sooift 

Instances,  lessen  the  profHs  of  the  iron  masters,  is  not  improbable;  biittntr 

the  rich  mines  of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  the  western  country,  would  be  aboN 

doned,  the  committee  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe.    'Most  of  theS^' 

mines,  it  has  been  shown,  are  out  of  the  reach  qf  foreign  competiiumJ^ 

,They  wef^  profitably  worked  before  the  revolution,  and  flourished  underlie 

protecting  duty  of  only  five  per  cent.     The  fresh  impulse  that  wouMllll 

given  to  the  industry  of  the  country,  the  increase  in  the  consumption  iJC 

iron,  and  the  consequent  enlargement  of  the  demand,  would,  it  is  most  coii*^ 

fidently  believed,  produce  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  production  of  our 

mines;  while  the  great  addition  to  the  number,  and  consequent  improvemeilt 

in  the  skill,  of  our  artizans  and  mechanics,  would  enlarge,  in  an  equal  de* 

gree,  the  resources  of  the  cr.untry  in  peace  and  in  war.      In  every  view  o( 

the  subject,  therefore,  the  committee  is  satisfied  that  the  relief  prayed  for  by 

the  petitioners,  while  it  is  essential  to  save  them  from  impending  ruin,  can 

be  afforded  not  qnly  without  injury  to  others,  but  with  entire  safety  to  the 

country,  and  to  the  great  and  lasting  benefit  of  the  whole  community. 

Under  this  strong  conviction,  the  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  report  a 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  but  that  the  few  days  which  now  remain 

of  the  session  must  preclude  all  hope  oi  such  a  measure  being  acted  on  ^t 

this  time.     They  content  themselves,  therefore,  with  submitting  the  whoie 

subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congi*ess,  with  a  distinct  expres- 

•  It  appears  from  the  stMemcnt  of  Mr.  Sarchet,  that  wliiletlicre  are  one  hundred  thou»»d 
mechanics  and  workers  in  iron  in  the  Ui.itcd  States,  there  are  probably  not  more  than  ecrea 
thousand  persona  in  all,  employed  in  preparing^  and  makinK'bar  iron,  and  that  this  includes 
wood  choppers,  coal  burners,  8cc.  &c  ,  and  that  ct  this  nmber  three-fifths  are  employed ift 
the  country  out  of  ike  reach  of  eompeiition.  Mr.  Sarchet  supposes  that  not  more  than  threft 
thousand  of  this  number  are  mechanieay  and  to  g^ve  them  employment,  one  hundred  thorn* 
sand  blacksmithH  are  oppressed,  and  the  addition  of  fifry  thousand  to  the  number  prevented.^ 
From  an  elaborate  statement  and  calculation,  contained  in  the  petition  (to  which  the  com- 
mittee beg^  leave  to  refer,)  it  also  appears,  that  the  whole  annual  consumption  of  iron  in  tfib 
United  States,  is  116,344  tons «  that  of  thiR  quantity,  81,344  tons  la  of  foreign,  and  35»(M 
tons  of  American  iron,-  that  of  these  35,000  tons,  only  17,000  reaches  the  seaboard.  Fm 
this  statement  it  also  appears,  that  of  rolled  iron,  tett'cUv^ntha  were  imported  in  the  mamH 
facturtd,  and  only  one-eleventh  in  the  raw  at  ate,-  that  the  American  manufactured  bar  iron* 
wldch  comee  to  the  seaboard,  compared  with  the  foreign,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
nine~10,000  tons  (according*  t*  the  report  uf  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  made  to  tb© 
House  of  Representatives  in  1828,)  being  the  whole  amount,  including  every  description  of 
iron  which  is  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  seaboard .  And  it  is  (says  the  petitioners)  "fbt 
the  protection  of  this  inconsiderable  quantity  of  American  iron,"  that  the  duties  complaia' 
cd  of  have  been  imposed. 

•  In  support  of  this  statement,  Mr  Sarchet  refers  to  the  testimony  of  the  iron  mastefv 
Uken  before  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  in  the  House  of  lleprcsentatives,  in  1828- 
(See  Report  No.  115,  p»  37)  Sec  also  Mr.  Sarchet's  remarks  and  statements  annexed.  Ap- 
pendix K  and  F. 
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fliDo  of  the  approbation  of  the  committee  of  the  general  views  of  the  peti** 
tToners,  and  the  hope  that  the  blacksmiths  and  workers  in  iron  through- 
out the  United  States  will  not  be  discouraged  by  their  repeated  failures  to 
oibtain  justice;  but  that  they  will  again  bring  forward  their  claims  before 
Congress  at  their  next  session,  in  a  shape  calculated  to  command  the  atten- 
tion of  that  body,  and  to  ensure  the  blacksmiths  a  "happy  issue"  out  of  all 
their  difficulties. 


■      SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT. 

Since  the  above  report  was  prepared  by  the  committee,  a  memorial  has 
been  referred  to  them,  signed  by  a  large  number  of  "  the  citizens  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  of 
those  friendly  to  the  production  of  it  in  this' country ;'*  znd  six  copies  o£ 
the  same,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  have  also  been 
referred  to  them.     This  memorial,   it  appears,  has  been  *<  got  up"  in  op- 
position to  the  foregoing  petition  of  the  blacksmiths,  the  statements  and 
arguments  of  which  it  strongly  controverts,  and  the  memorislists  conclude 
with  "  a  deprecation  of  any  reduction  of  the  present  rate  of  duties  upon 
iron."     The  committee  have  bestowed  on  these  memorials  that  respectful 
attention  which  is  due  to  the  representations  of  every  portion  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens.   They  have  examined  the  ground  assumed  by  the  blacksmiths, 
and,  having  compared  the  reasoning  urged  on  both  sides  of  the  question, 
are  satisfied  that  there  exist  no  such  errors,  either  in  the  facts  or  arguments 
relied  on  by  the  blacksmiths,  as  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  committee 
in   the  soundness  of  their  views,  or  the  correctness  of  their  conclusions. 
t  Having  already  occupied  so  much  space  in  presenting  their  views  of  this 
(pestion,  they  will  now  only  advert  to  a  few  topics  introduced  into  this 
memorial,    which  seem  to  require  comment     With  regard  to  the  surprise 
expressed  by  the  memorialists,  that,  after  such  ''decisive  acts  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,"  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  blacksmiths,  an  at- 
tempt should  be  again  made,  by  the  same  individuals,  **to  disturb  the  inte- 
rests of  the  iron  manufacturers,"  the  committee  feel  themselves  compelled 
to  declare,  that,  even  if  Congress  had  adgpted  the  most  decisive  acts  in  re- 
ference to  these  claims,  it  would  furnish  no  just  ground,  either  of  surprise  or 
complaint,  that  American  citizens,  believing  themselves  to  be  aggrieved, 
should  continue  to  urge  their  just  claims  while  any  hope  of  relief  shall 
remain.     The  "decisive  acts". alluded  to,  however,  consisted  merely  in  a 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  which  never  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  either  branch  of  Congress.     When  it  is  asserted  that  the  object  of 
the  blacksmiths  is  "  to  withdraw  the  protection  extended  to  the  manufac- 
turers of  iron,"  to  '-build  up  a  new  fabric  on  its  ruins,"  and  to  deprive  this 
country  of  the  only  mode  by  which  a  supply  of  cheap  iron  can  be  procured, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  memorialists  have  not  understood  either  the  true  ob- 
jects of  the  petitioners,  or  the  means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  attain  them. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  the  petitioners  could  have  any  other  object 
in  view  than  that  which  they  have  avowed^  viz:  the  securing  an  abundant 
supply  oj  cheap  iron;  for  it  is  by  this,  and  this  alone,  that  they  can  ever  be 
enabled  to  enter  into  successful  competition  with  British  workmen  "in  the 
manufacture  of  the  various  articles  of  hardware^'^  and  if  this  be  a  "  new  busi 
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ness,"  it  is  one  that  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  epmoiittee,  be  en 
upon  too  soon,  or  prosecuted  too  earnestly;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
oF  the  petitioners,  the  committee  can  hardly  imagine  an  object  of  g 
<*  national  importance,'*  than  to  raise  up,  by  the  operation  of  a  syst 
just  and  equal  laws,  which  shall  leave  labor  free  to  seek  its  own  em 
ment^  a  band  of  hardy  and  industrious  mechanics  and  artizans,  constit 
as  they  must,  the  strength  and  pride  of  their  country,  and  who,  if 
canncit  present  themselves  with  "  clean  handsy^'*^  will  assuredly  com< 
pyre  and  honest  hearts.  If  these  men  have  justly  incurred  censi 
supposing  that  cheap  iron  Would  be  more  certainly  obtained  by  enla 
the  field  of  competition,  the  committee  can  only  say  that  it  is  a  cc 
which  they  are  perfectly  willing  to  share  with  the  petitioners,  and  wii 
great  masters  of  the  science  of  political  economy  whose  labors  hav 
lightened  the  world.  The  notion  that  ^»  high  duties  reduce  prices,' 
at  the  same  time,  afford  protection  to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  invo 
paradox  too  gross  to  be  believed  by  any  one  not  blinded  by  interest, 
boring  under  what  the  comhfiittee  must  consider  as  a  most  extraord 
delusion.  It  is  an  idea  resting,  as  far  as  the  committee  can  perceive,  > 
better  foundation  than  the  great  reduction  in  prices  which  has  taken  pi 
late  years  in  all  descriptions  of  manufactures — a  reduction  influence 
other  causes  than  the  operation  of  a  tariff  of  protection,  as  is  fully  pi 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  exttended  indiscriminately  to  every  part  of  the  civ. 
world,  and  has  been  produced  in  at  least  an  equal  degree  upon  articles  v 
have  received  no  protection,  t  How  it  is  possible  that  the  high  duty  on 
should  have  reduced  the  prices,  and  be  calculated  to  reduce  them  still 
ther,  while  it  is  asserted  that  "a  removal  of  the  duties  would  be  tlie  c 
destruction  of  every  iron  establishment  in  the  United  Stites,"  is  t 
committee  utterly  incomprehensible.  With  respect  to  the  sarcasms  in  ^ 
the  petitioners  have  indulged  in  reference  to  Mr.  Sarchet,  who  is  stigmj 
as  a  '-^foreigner  from  the  island  of  Guernsey,  laboring  under  the 
violent  of  all  prejudices— ^n  English  prejudice^^^  the  committee  feel  1 
selves,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Sarchet,  bound  todeclare^that  they  have  neve 
the  whole  course  of  their  experience,  come  across  an  individual  poM 
of  more  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject,  of  clearer  or  more  li 
views,  freer  from  prejudice  of  any  description,  or  more  entitled  to  im 
confidence.  Though  a  native  pf  the  island  of  Guernsey,  he  has  reside 
near  thirty  years  in  the  United  States,  during  the  whole  of  which  p 
he  has  been  distinguished  for  his  industry,  intelligence,  and  pjobityi 

But  whatever  may  be  the  demerits  of  Mr.  Sarchet,  it  will  not  be  pre 
ed  xh^i  the  three  hundred  American  mechanics^  who,  by  joining  ii 
petition,  have  given  their  sanction  to  its  contents,  are  not  as  much  en 
to  respect  and  confidence  as  the  memorialists  themselves;  nor  can  the  i 
try  fail  to  «ce  the  very  different  ground  on  which  tlie  parties  to  this  ^c 
versy  stand;  the  one  claiming  for  their  industry  not/iing  hut  freedom^ 
restraint^  and  the  other  asking  for  protection;  the  former  seeking 
rtli^from  oppression,  and  the  latter  insisting  on  securing  to  tfiem^ 
the  fruits  of  that  oppression.  There  is  a  wide  difference,  too,  in  th 
liance  to  be  placed  in  their  respective  statements,  (without  intending  t< 
peach  the  character  of  any  of  the  parties. )   The  blacksmiths,  in  pointinj 

♦  See  the  sarcsksm  on  Mr.  Sarchf t  in  lUc  memorial, 
f  See  tublc.    ApptivdAX  G. 
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^he  inequality  of  the  existing  duties  upon  raw  and  manufactured  iron^  speak 
from  their  own  personal  experience  and  a  thorough  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject y  while  the  memorialists  have  candidly  acknowledged  '^  that 
they  are  not  sufficiently  conversant  unth  the  details  of  the  subject  io  judge 
whether  or  not  there  exists  a  just  proportion  between  the  duties  ujK)n  bar 
iron  and  those  upon  hardware.'' 

The  allusions  to  *'  English  prejudices,"  &c.  &c.  which  run  through  the 
memorial,  cannot  be  misunderstood.  They  arc  the  appeals  too  often  and 
100  successfully  made  to  that  \ery  pry'udice  which  the  memorialists  affect  to 
condemn.  ^^  American  industry^^  is  the  delusive  phrase  artfully  employea 
by  those  who  choose  to  consider  iheii*  own  industry  as  exclusively  American 
and  who  attempt  to  conceal,  under  the  mask  of  patriotism,  an  exclusive  de- 
votion to  their  own  peculiar  interests.  The  true  American  system,  in  the 
estimation  of  the  committee,  consists  in  jpsbe  trade  and  unk£sibict£1> 
industry;  and  they  cannot  bring  themselves  for  one  moment  to  believe  that 
the  capital  and  industry  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  cotton  and  woollen 
iloths,  or  in  digging  iron  ore  from  the  mines,  are  more  strictly  American 
than  that  employed  in  Rising  cotton  or  wool,  in  building  ships,  carrying  an 
commerce,  or  even  cd|ivcrting  iron  into  hardware.  Nor  can  tliey  bring 
themselves  to  believe  that  either  of  these  interests  is  more  entitled  to  protec- 
tion than  the  others,,  or  that  any  of  ihem  can  have  the  smallest  claim  upon 
the  country,  except  that  their  (abor  and  capital  should  be  left  free  to  seek  their 
own  employment,  and  to  secure  their  own  reward,  without  being  burdened 
with  unnecessary  t-^xes. 

The  complaint    made  against  the  repeated  applications  to  Congress  to 
reduce  the  duties,    ^' as  one  of  the  devices  employed  to  impede  the  pro- 

f^ress  and  extension  of  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  this  country,"  is  so  mani- 
iestly  unfounded  and  unjust,  thlit  the  committee  are  only  induced  to  notice 
it  as  a  manifestation  of  «^the  tenlper  and  spirit"  which  animate  the  petition* 
^!rs  on  this  occasiori.  It  is  Altogether  inconceivable  that  the  mechanics 
and  workers  in  iron  could  have  the  least  desire,  much  less  <^  employ 
devices"  of  any  kind^  to  prevent  the  production  of  cheap  iron  in  this  coun- 
try, since  their  own  interest,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  their  country,  is 
alike  to  be  promoted  by  obtaining  the  largest  supplies  of  this  material^ 
and  at  the  cheapest  rates.  It  may  be  true  that  these  repeated  applications 
"create  alarm  in  those  already  concerned  4n  the  iron  mines;"  and  it  would 
no  doubt  be  extensively  gratifying  to  them  to  be  allowed  to  consider  **thc 
faith  of  the  Government"  as  so  far  *'  pjedged"  to  this  system  of  protection 
as  not  to  suffer  its  stability  ever  to  be  questioned.  But  the  petitioners  may 
be  assured,  that,  so  long  as  this  system  is  telt  by  a  large  and  respectable  por- 
tion of  their  fellow-citizens,  as  a  burden  unjustly  imposed  upon  them 
fer  t/ie  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  of  iron,  so  long  will  the  applications 
for  its  modiiication  continue  to  be  urged  with  untiring  energy  and  zeaL  It 
may  be  worthy  of  their  consideration,  therefore,  whether  it  wouM  not  be 
to  their  advantage  to  obtain  that  «' security  and  permanence"  for  their 
establishments,  which  they  consider  as  *^  essential  to  their  success^"  by  eon- 
sentingy  at  once,  to  such  a  reasonable  reduction  of  the  duty  as  would  re- 
move  all  just  grounds  for  future  conaplaini;  and  it  may  be  also  worthy  of 
their  consideration,  as  patriotic  citizens,  whether  they  ought  not  even  to 
make  some  sacrifices  to  that  spirit  of  discontent  which  so  extensively  prevails 
throughout  the  United  States  in  reference  to  this  system.    The  appeal 
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i)(rhich  the  memorialists  have  made,  in  order  to  enlist  oiAer  interests  in  tf^^ 
cause,  by  suggesting  that  the  mechanics'  petition  <<  has  been  f^ot  up  for     .  || 
purpose  of  destroying  the  whole  system  of  a  protecting  policy,  and  th#^^^ 
Jaysthe  axe  to  the  root  of  the  entire  st/stem^*^  contains  a  clear  devdi^J^ 
ment  of  the  plan  by  which  this  system  is  maintained,  which  all  admit  ^^ 
be  extremely  imperfect,  and,  in  many  of  its  parts,  grossly  oppressive  af^    i 
unjust.     It  is  sK  systenr  maintained  by  a  comMna/ton,  founded  on  them^ 
tual  support  of  what  is  called  an    ^^  entire  system,^*  but  which  is  in  £act  ^ 
mere  collection  of  exorbitant  duties,  indiscriminately  imposed  on  raw  mater'^ 
rials  and  manufactured  articles,  without  any  method  or  system  whatever—^ 
combination  which  resists  all  modification  or  improvement,  which  seeks  t^ 
shut  out  inquiry,  and  would  ever  stifle  complaint.*    As  the  memorialists  hivi^ 
quoted  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  one  branch  dT 
this  subject,  we  will  quote,  for  their  instruction,  his  opinion  on  the  very 
point  now  under  consideration.     In  his  opening  message  to  Congress,  the 
President  specially  warns  us  against  that  desire  **  to  sustain  a  general  sys^ 
iem^^  by  "purchasing  the  snpport  of  diflerent  interests;"  and  strongly  dih 
nounces  "those acts  of  majorities,  founded  not  on  an  identity  of  convic- 
liony  but  in  a  combination  of  small  minorities,  entclfcd  ir^to  for  the  purpose 
of  mutual  assistance  in  measures,  which,  restinfi^only  on  their  own  merits^ 
could  never  be  carried. '*   The  committee  are  inspired  with  fresh  confidence 
in  the  correctness  of  the  views  they  have  taken  on  this  subject,  from  the 
fact  that  the  memorialists  have  not  attempted  to -contradict  any  of  the  mg- 
terial  facts  stated  by  the  blacksmiths,  and  that,  with  regard  to' such  as  they 
have  contradicted,  they  have  not  succeeded  in  maintaining  their  positions. 
Take,  for  example,  their  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  iron  now  annually  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States.     By  a  conjc^ctural  estimate,  founded  on  no  sa** 
tisfactory  data,  they  have  assumed  that  1 20^000  tons  of  iron  are  now  anrni-    p 
ally  produced  in  this  country;  but  when  thcX)ommittee  on  Manufactures  of    j 
the  House  of  Representatives  made  a  "  perronal  examination"  of  this  sub*    -' 
ject  ia  182Sy  calling  before  them  experienced  iron  masters,  they  could  not      - 
obtain   information   of  more  than  30,000  tons;   aod'Mr.    Sarchet  informs    ^ 
us  that  a  gentlemen,  who  not  long  since  travelled  through  the  United  States,    * 
for  the  express  purpose   of  aspcrtatning  the  truth  on  the  subject,  estimated 
the  whole  production  at  only  35,000  tons;  and  yet  the  memorialists  hare  not 
hesitated  to  put  down  at  a  venture  the  quantity  of  iron  made  in  the  United 
States  at  120,000  tons.     The  committee  will  not  pretend  to  decide  the   « 
question,  but  certainly  the  weight  of  authority  is  against  the  memorialistJ. 
The  committee  arc  sensible  that  they  have  already  consumed  too  much  time 
on  this  subject,  and  they  will  therefore  conclude  with  the  expression  of  t 
decided  opinion  that  the  iron  masters,  and   others  concerned  in   these  pcti» 
tions,  have  presented  no  new  facts,  and  urged  no  arguments,  that  shake  the 
positions  assumed  by  the  blacksmiths^  or  which  go^to  show  that  a  reduc 
lion  of  the  duty  on  raw  iron  ought  not  to  take  place. 


JOHN  SARCHET'S  STATEMENT,  Januart  31,  1831. 

^  At  a  meeting  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  re^ 
fepcd  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  "mechanics  employed 

•*  See  Appendix^.  H. 
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in  various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron,*'  praying  for  a  reduction 
^  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  used  in  the  various  branches  of  their 
manufacture,  John  Sarchet^  one  of  the  petitioners,  was  called  before  the 
committee,  and,  on  his  examination,  said:  That  he  is  a  chain  and  anchor 
manufacturer,  and  generally  engaged  in  the  ship-smithing  business,  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  he  has  carried  on  that  business  for  the  last  six  years.  He 
has  been  for  thirty -five  years  engaged  in  the  blacksmith's  business;  has  re- 
sided in  Pennsylvania  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  and  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  course  of  the  iron  business  therc^  The  effect  of  the  additional  duty* 
of  $1  a  ton,  imposed  by  the  tariff  of  1 S28  on  rolled  iron,  was  most  severely 
felt  by  the  workers  in  iron.  It  amounted  to  an  addition  of  20  per  cent, 
on  some  qualities  of  iron  in  which  they  forked:  he  alludes  to  English  com- 
mon iron.  [The  witness  here  produced  specimens  of  several  descriptions 
of  iron  manufactures,  and  also  of  the  raw  material  of  which  they  were 
made.  The  ^rst  consisted  of  two  iron  barSy  the  one  punched  for  rail- 
roadS|  and  the  other  plain,  of  the  like  quality;  the  next  a  chctin^  and  «i 
piece  of  the  iron  rod  out  of  which  it  was  made.]  The  witness  then  stated, 
that  the  duty  on  ihe  bar,  thus  prepared  for  rail  roads,  was,  when  laid,  25 
per  centum  ad  valorem;  the  cost  of  such  iron  in  England,  at  the  cash  cargo 
price,  was  £5  5s.\  and  ks  IQ^  at  six  months.  In  Wales,  Staffordshire  iron 
was  worth  10*.  a  ton  more.  Th^  expense  of  punching  it  was  about  25*.  a 
ton;  equal,  at  the  usual  rate  of  exchange,  to  85  50.  The  fair  average  price 
io  this  country,  therefore,  of  this  punched  irpn,  would  be  about  850  a  ton; 
while  the  cost  of  the  plaiii  bars,  out  df  which  it  was  made,  would  be  about 
$10  a  ton.  The  first  cost  being  £!y  5si^  and  the  duty  837  a  ton,  it  followed, 
therefore,  that  rail-road  iron  could  be  imported  at  S20  a  ton  cheaper 
than  the  bar  iron  out  of  which  it  is  made;  and  it  i>,  there/ore^  impossible 
to  prepare  rail-road  iron  in  this  country/ now: 

Since  the  year  182S,  theret  hiis  been  a  fall  in  the  price  of  iron  in  England; 
from  jBS  to  dS5  10*.  a  ton;  which  has  operated- to  increase  the  duty,  in  con-' 
sequence  of  its  being  a  specific  duty.  Hammered  iron  is  made  in  England, 
and  some  of  it  is  imported  into  this  country.  Reeves  &  Whi taker,  and 
34^rk  Richards,  of  Pa.,  have  imported  it.  It  costs,  duly  included,  about 
9(78  a  ton.  Believes  it  to  be  a  mistake,  to  suppose  that  the  quality  of  iron 
depends  on  the  proces3  of  hammering  or  rolling,  by  which  it  is  prepared: 
thinks  it  depends  chiefly  on  the  purjficatioh  by  fire;  the  oftcner  it  is  heated, 
and  the  harder  it  is  pressed,  the  better  it  will  be. 

Before  the  witness  came  to  Philadelphia  he  followed  his  business  in  Ohio. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1806,  and  went  to  Ohio  in  1807,  where  he 
remained  ten  years.  He  is  a  native  of  the  island  of  Guernsey^  wheVe  he 
followed  his  business  until  he  came  to  this  country.  The  witness  knows  of 
no  rail  road  iron  having  been  used  for  other  purposes  than  rail  roads,  either 
before  or  after  the  pa««age  of  the  law  granting  a  drawback.  In  relation  to 
the  chain  and  rorf,  before  alluded  to  by  the  witness,  he  said  that  a  ton  of 
the  chain  could  be  imported  into  this  country  at  $40  %S  cheaper  than  the 
rods  out  of  which  it  is  manufactured,  allowing  the  same  for  man^factu^iTlg 
in  each  country;  the  duty  on  the  former  being  31  cents  per  lb.,  (equal  to 
878  40  a  ton,)  and  on  the  latter,  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference, however,  in  rating  such  chains  as  this,  in  New  York  and  in  Phila- 
delphia: in  New  York  it  is  rated  as  a  chain^  which  pays  a  duly  of  25  per 
'7tmt.  arl  valorqm,  whil*  \k\  Philadelphia  it  is  called  a  chmn  cable,  and  i? 
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charged  at  three  cents  a  pound.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  it  ought 
to  be  charged  as  a  chain,  and  not  as  a  cable^  since  it  is  too  small  to  be  uscmI 
as  a  cable  for  any  but  oyster  boats,  while  its  proper  and  general  use  is  for 
topsail  sheets  and  ties,  for  hoisting  up  goods,  &.c.  &c.  1  his  is  a  half  inch 
chain,  and  made  of  English  common  iron:  the  price  of  the  rods  in  England 
is  about  ^6  5$.  pet  ton,  cash  cargo  price.  There  is  a  loss  of  from  12  to  20 
per  cent,  in  manufacturing  rods  into  chains.  Twelve  per  cent  may  be  taken 
as  the  average  loss  in  manufacturing  iron;  this,  of  course,  increases  the  duty 
on  the  raw  material  in  proportion  to  that  on  the  manufactured  article. 

The  average  price  of  such  iron,  imported  in  large  bars,  up  to  two  inches, 
would  be  from  873  to  $75.  The  witness  here  produced  a  bolt,  which  he  said 
was  imported  in  bars;  it  co^t  £78.  He  had  it  made  into  rods  in  this  country, 
4)nd  it  cost  the  witness  S105;  if  made  in  England  would  not  have  cost  more 
than  )^85.  Thinks  the  expense  of  converting  bars  into  rods  in  this  coun- 
try would  be  about  $20  a  ton:  he  has  paid  925  for  |,  and  S30  for  half- 
incL  It  is  much  cheaper  to  make  the  bolts  or  bars  originally,  than  to  roll 
it  into  bolts  or  bars  afterwards,  as  this  would  require  a  second  heating:  it 
would  just  make  the  difference  between  an  expense  of  tf4  44  and  )$20. 
The  witness  here  produced  a  shovel,  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the 
handle,  and  stated  that  the  duty  on  this  article,  and  also  on  frying  pans,  and 
other  articles  made  of  sheet  irony  is  25 'per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  that 
a  ton  of  such  articles  can  be  imported  into  this  country  at  £$4  62  less  than 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  made,  so  that  it  ii&  of  course  impossible  to 
make  such  articles  in  this  country.  -If  the  duty  on  iron  were  reduced,  he 
thinks  that  the  duty  on  chains  epuld  .also  be  reduced  in  a  short  time,  with- 
rut  injury  to  the  chain  makers.  If  it  were  raised,  as  suggested  by  one  of 
the  committee,  (Mr.  Dickerson,)  the  oixly  effect  would  be,  to  drive  chain 
cables  out  of  use  in  this  coimtry,  and  to, introduce  cordage  as  a  substitute. 
He  knows  that  the  present  high  duty  has  already  produced  that  effect  to 
some  exient.  The  ship  owners  would  be  driven,  too,  to  siipply  their  ships 
with  cliain  cables  abroad,  in  the  place  of  hemp  cables  carried  out  from  this 
country,  which  would  be  cut  up  for  junk;  and  where  the  duty  had  been 
paid  on  a  chain  cable,  another  would  be  procured  in  England,  and  the  old 
one  be  turned  over  to  another  ship.  Believes  this.has  already  been  done  in 
some  cases,  in  consequence  of  the*  high  duty!  The  duty  of  three  ^nts  ai 
pound  on  chain  cables  can  afford  no  protection  to  the  American  blacksmith^ 
while  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  is  as  high  as  it  now  is.  Their  industry 
can  only  be  protected  by  bringing  down  the  duty  on  the  iron,  so  as  to  ena- 
ble them  to  procure  the  material  in  tphich  they  work  at  as  cheap  a  rate 
as  the  rnantf/actvrers  of  other  countries.  This  would  also  encourage  the 
<ionsumption  of  iron,  and  increase  the  demand  for  their  lahiH*.  The  witness 
here  stated,  that  though  American  iron  was  well  fitted  for  several  uses,  as 
stated  in  the  blacksmiths'  petition,  yet  it  was  not  adapted  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  chain  cables;  in  paoof  of  which  he  produced  a  chain  6able,  ene  part 
of  which  was  made  of  English,  and  the  other  of  American  iron;  the  former 
hixi  been  in  use  for  six  years,  and  the  latter  for  only  three,  and  y^t,  as 
might  be  seen  on  examination,  while  the  English  part  of  the  chain  was  still 
good,  the  American  had  b^en  nearly  corroded  through  with  rust.  This 
difference  was  beginning  to  be  so  well  understood  in  this  country,  that 
American  captains  who  were  aware  of  it  would  hardly  take  a  cable  made 

*  See  note  1»  Eq^^luli  oommon  iron. 
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4f  American  iron.     A.n  experienced  whaleman  lately  told  hrm  he  would 
not  take  a  chain  cable  made  of  American  iron  as  a  gift.     The  witness  here 
I  exhibited  a  horse  shoe  imported  from  England,  a  ton  of  which  would  cost 
just  about  the  same  thing  in  this  country  as  the  iron  out  of  which  they  are 
Qiade.     He  exhibited  also  some  English  iron  bed  screws.     It  is  impossible 
DOW  to  make  such  in  this  country.     If  witness  should  buy  the  iron  to  make 
4  I  gross  of  such  screws,  and  were  to  throw  in  his  labor  and  fuel  for  nothing, 
^  [  he  would  be  glad  to  pay  upwards  of  one  dollar  out  of  his  own  pocket  to 
have  them  taken  off  of  his  hands.     The  witness  next  exhibited  a  bundle  of 
English  knitting  needles,  and  confirmed  all  the  facts  slated  in  the  black- 
smiths' petition  in  relation  to  them.  The  witness,  then,  referring  to  the  peti- 
tion, said  be  had  carefully  examined  all  the  facts  and  arguments  therein  con- 
tained, s\fl  well  as  those  contained  in  the  former  petitions  on  the  same  sub* 
jeet,  and  that  he  now  confirmed  all  the  statements  contained  in  them,  with 
tlie  single  exception  of  the  variations  which  may  have  taken  place  in  prices 
since  they  were  drawn.     After  an  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  and  a 
eareful  examination  of  the  present  condition  of  the  iron  traile  in  this  coun- 
try, and  especially  of  all  classes  of  persons  conoprned  in  the  production  and 
manufacture  of  iron,   it  is  his  decided  opinion  that  if  rolled  and  ham- 
mered iron  were  admitted  into  the  United  States  at  a  moderate  dufy^ 
air  duty  free^  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  all  the  parties 
concerned.     In  support  of  this  opinion,  the  witness  again  referred  to  the 
reasoning  epntained  in  the  petition,  of  which  he  entirely  approved.     He 
stated  also,  among  other  things,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  low  duty  on  the 
raw  material  would  so  much  increase  the'consumption  of  iron  in  this  coun- 
try, as  to  compensate  the  owners  pf  mines,  by  the  increased  demand^  for 
any  diminution  which  might  talcc  pierce  in  the  priee.     That  though  old, 
worn   out,   and   worthless   mine^^  which  may   be   now  worked    in   con- 
sequence of  the  high  duty,    ipight  be   abandoned,   the   rich  miners  of- 
Pennsylvania  and   elsewhere  could    be  worked   with    increased    activity 
and  profit     Witness  said  he.knew  that.a  good  mine  could  be  worked  pro- 
fitably in  America  without  protection,  from  the  fact  that  nxjnes  were  worked 
at  Trois  Biviere J  in  Canada,  where  the^uty  on  foreign  iron  was  only  5  per 
cent.'  The  witness  further  st||ed  tha^  frpra  a  calculation  founded  on  the 
Treasury  reports,  it  appears  that  4/, 000  tons  of  hardware  were  now  annu- 
ally imported  into  this  country;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  that,  if  the  raw  ma- 
terial was  cheaper,  35,000  tons  out>  of  these  47,000  wpuld  be  manufactured 
in  this  country,  which  would  greatly  increase  the  number  of  workers  in 
iron,  and  give  a  newimpulse  to  the  industry  of  the  country.     In  answer  to 
a  question  submitted  by  one  of  the  committee,  (l^lr.  Dickerson,)  whether 
an  additional  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  all  manufactures  of  iron  would 
not  remedy  the  evils  of  which  the  blackanrjiths  complained  in  their  petition: 
the  witness  said,  that  ]t  unquestionably  would  not;  tliat  the  only  effect  of 
such  a  duty  would  be  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  iron,    and,    indeed,  to 
drive  it  out  of  use,  wherever  hemp  or  wood,  or  any  other  substitute  could  be 
found  for  it.     The  witness  here  stated,  that  he  considereH  the  existing  laws  . 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  tojron,  imposing  as  they  doaduty  of  from 
169  to  280  per  cent,  on  the  raw  material,  and  25  per  cent,  on  the  manu- 
factured article,  to  be  exactly  of  the  same  chai-acter  as  if  Great  Britain 
ahould  impose  a  duty  of  from  150  to  280  percent,  on  raw  cotton,  and  25 
per  cent  on  cotton  manufactttres.     Great  Britain  encouraged  her  manu- 
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factories  by  admitting  the  raw  material  at  a  low  duty  or'*  duty  free;  and  I 
encourage  our  mechanics,  we  should  do  the  same. 

The  witness  believes  that  ninety -nine  hundredths  of  the  hardware  importe 
into  this  country  is  made  of  English  common  iron,  such  as  he  exhibited  a  spec 
men  of  in  a  rod  twisted  when  cold,  by  himself,  into  a  knot^  which  he  consida 
as  establishing  its  good  quality.  Such  iron  cost  in  Wales  £5  5s,  caa 
cargo  price.  It  is  stated  in  the  Treasury  report,  that  3,000  tons  of  tbi 
iron  is  annually  imported  into  thi^  country.  The  witness  here  presented 
specimen  of  hoop  iron,  punched,  and  said  that  the  whole  cost  of  this  artick 
dut}"^  included,  wotittd  be  about  $57  a  ton,  but  the  duty  alone  and  the  rai 
material  would  be  S78  40;  the  whole  cost  would  be  from  £120  to  0125 
Understands,  however/ that  the  Treasury  Department  has  decided  that,  ti 
constitute  this  article  manufactured  iron,  the  hoops  must  be  riveted;  h< 
thinks  this  must  be  wrong:  for  if  the  increased  labor  of  the  foreign  work 
man  is  to  have  the  e£fect  of  leteening  the  duty,  this  would  be  tantamouol 
to  the  prohibition  of  any  American  labor  being  bestowed  on  such  articIeS] 
which  must  certainly  be  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  law.  The  witness 
proceeded  to  give  another  reason  why  an  increase  of  the  present  duty  on 
manufactured  iron  could  not  answer  the  purpose  of  the  blacksmiths,  thai 
nothing  short  of  a  due  proportion  between  the  dut)'  on  the  raw  material  and 
the  manufactured  article,  would  answer  any  purpose;  and  as  the  duty  on  the 
raw  material  was  now  from  159  to  280  per  cent.,  an  eguivalent  duty  could 
not  possibly  be  imposed  on  hardware;  and  if  it  were,  the  articles  so  iBxeA 
icould  not  be  generally  used.  The  present  diity  on  rolled  iron  was  $S1  a 
ton.  To  impose  an  equivalent  duty  on  the  manufactured  article,  so  as  to  put 
the  blacksmiths  on  a  footing  with  the  iron  masters,  would  require  thre« 
times  that  amount,  say  ^111,  or  159  p€fr  cent.  TheSe  dutiesi,' however, 
never  can  be  equalized,  while  onei*  an  ad^valorem  and  the  other  a  specific 
.duty;  both  ought  to  be  .an  ad  valorem  duty — a  low  duty,  and  Uiat  of  equal 
amount.  '  "       ^ 

To  show  the  efTi^ct  of  hfgh  and  low  duties  on  the  consumption  of  iron, 
and  on  the  number  and  skill  of  the  workmen  employed  in  the  manufaf^ture. 
the  witness  referred  to  a  French  work,  entitled  •^n  Imquiry  itiio  the  Mines^ 
reviewed  in  the  London  Foreign  Quarterly  Review  for  October,  1630. 
He  there  finds  that  the  quantity  t)fii*on  annually  consumed  in  France  if 
175,000  tons.  In  England,  the  consumption  of  cast  iron  alone  is  700,00C 
tons;  the  average  consumption,  ifi  proportion  to  population  is  as  13  to  1 
and  in  the  same  ratio  wUl  be  fbund  the  skill  of  the  mechanics.  The  wit 
ness  has  seen  a  lady  in  France  holding  up  the  foot  of  a  horse,  wMle  th( 
blacksmith  (if  he  could  be  so  called)  was  hammering  on  the  shoe.  Wit 
ness  attributes  both  the  small  quantity  of  iron  consumed  in  France 
and  the  want  of  skill  in  the  manufacture,  to  the  high  duty  on  the  rav 
material,  which  is  three  or  four  times  as  high  in  France  ^s  in  Eng 
land.  Thinks  if  the  duty  on  iron  were  reduced  in  this  country,  the  con 
sumption  of  chain  cables  would  be  doubled.  In  France,  wood  is  one  o 
the  great  substitutes  for  iron.  Hemp  is  another.  Leather  is  also  mud 
used,  and  stone,  (as  for  bridges. )  French  ships  use  hemp  cables,  whili 
English  ships  not  only  use  chain  cables,  but  use  iron  all  over  the  rigging 
to  an  extent  unknown  in  American  vessels.  Witness  believes  there  ha: 
been  some  improvement  in  the  rolling  mills  in  this  country  of  late  years. 
These  mills  are  not  ^nerally  owned  by  the  iron  masters.  These  n^  ills  woulc 
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rotked  more  profitably,  if  the  raw  iron  could  be  k 
ess  thinks,  that,  on  the  whole,  as  much  money  is  pa^ 
of  iron  in  England  as  in  this  country.     He  m&de  a  calcV 
iFerpoo),  six  years  ago,  and  found  that  witness  paid  hef^At  he  exported 
:,  which  cost  there  75  cents.     In  puddling  iron,  9s.  a  toni^  charged  in 
in  England.    Iron  is  generally  made  into  bars  by  two  disUrrency,  or 
Tsona   In  some  parts  of  England,  a  veih  of  iron  ore,  four  incMi  sold  at 
be  worked  for  several  hundred  feet;  it  yields  from  27 i  to  ddi  placed  at 
information  on  this  point  is  derived  from  ^oks.     If  the  duty  o^g  tQ 
reduced  as  prayed  for  by  the  blacksmiths  in  their  petition,  the  Am^^er 
workers  in  iron  would  enter  into  competition  with  the  foreign  manufa\n 
rs,  and  he  has  no  doubt  that  employment  would  be  given  to  50,000  me- \ 
licB  beyond  those  now  employed  in  the  United  States;  and  this  in  ad- 
»o  to  the  multitude  of  persons  who  would  be  employed  by  or  through 
1,  soch  as  coal  diggers,  laborers,  farmers,  &c.  &c.   Thinks  cut  and  ham* 
id  nails  would  then  be  furnished  cheaper  than  at  present     If  witness 
1  get  his  iron  free  of  duty,  he  would  contract  to  furnish  cutnails  at  3i 
I  per  Ibu ;  they  now  sell  for  5i.     He  could  make  wrought  nails  at  an 
UDt  less  by  the  duty,  that  is  to  say,  at  five  cents  less  than  the  present 
I    He  made  lately  for  a  rail  road  half  a  ton  of  such  nails  at  11  cents; 
were  made  mostly  of  Juniata  iron,  and  could  have  been  furnished  at 
0  per  cwt  less,  but  for  the  duty  on  iron.     These  nails  would  have  been 
irted,  if  they  could  have  been  got  from  England  in  time.     In  all  Phila- 
lia,  he  knows  of  but  two  hands  now  employed  in  makmg  wrought 
.    The  witness  is  confident  if  iron  was  admitted  at  a  low  duty,  or  duty 
there  would  be  a  more  abundant  supply  of  the  article,  both  in  peace  and 
ar,  and  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  furnish  articles  of  iron  of  every 
ription,  from  cannon  down  to  nails,  would  be  greatly  increased.     If 
?  are  now  a  hundred  thousand  persons,  as  he  believes,  employed  in  the 
:smith's  business  in  this  country,  there  could  be  added  at  least  50,000 
inumber;  there  would  bean  increased  demand  for  iron  of  every  descrip* 
the  good  American  mines  would  yield  much  larger  quantities;  and 
of  the  hardware  now  made  in  England  would  be  manufactured  in  this 
ry.      There  is  a  much  larger  number  of  persons  interested  in  the 
faetare  of  iron  than  in  working  the  mines.      From  the  testimony 
iiron  masters  before  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  the  House  of 
esentatives,  in  1828,  (see  report  No.  115,  p.  37,)  it  appears  that  but 
D  thousand  persons  in  all  were  employed  in  preparing  and  making  bar 
and  this  includes  wood  choppers,  coal  burners,  &c.  &c.,  and  of  this 
er  three-fifths  are  employed  in  the  country,  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
etition.     But  of  this  number,  not  more  than  3,000  are  mechanics;  and 
re  these  people  a  bounty,   100,000  blacksmiths  are  oppressed,  and 
Mition  of  50,000  to  their  number  prevented,  which  would  add  im- 
sly  to  the  power  and  resources  of  the  country,  in  peace  and  in  war* 
rilness  says  he  has  travelled  extensively,  and  seen  much  of  the  world,  but 
B  never  seen  any  blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  carrying  on  a  less  prosperous 
ess,  than  those  of  the  United  States  at  this  time,  which  is  owing,  as  he 
lenUy  believes,  to  the  high  duty  which  they  are  compelled  to  pay  on 
which  pot  only  increases  the  price  of  the  raw  material  in  which  they 
)  but  lessens  the  demand  for  their  labor.    When  in  the  island  of  Guem- 
he  witness,  by  the  labor  of  his  two  hands,  realized  £500  sterling  by 
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nThinks  this  could  not  now  be  done  ia 
\an  Englishman^  whose  name  he  thinkf 
Jast  springy  f(H*  the  parpose,  as  he  im- 
ire  of  iron;  but  after  examining  the 
[ndy  that,  under  the  present  high  dutf 
^the  place  for  making  iron,  and  mano- 
That  gentleman  had  travelled 


uantity  of  iron  made  in  the  United 


k  Richards  has  lately  imported  t 
on  which  as  iron,  ^^in  part  nuh 
less  than  the  iron  of  which  the 
^«itf  litis  declared  y  that,  rather  thaM  pay  the  duty 
.««riren,  he  will  re-export  them.     It  would  be  a  bounty 
^f  iat>or  if  the  duty  should  be  reduced  according  to  the  quantity  of 
lanor  bestowed  upon  the  article.     Hoop  iron  has  generally  been  imported  in 
a  raw  state.     In  the  duties  which  have  heretofore  been  imposed  oo  iron, 
the  iron  masters  have  only  considered  themselves,  and  have  regarded  the 
mechanics  no  more  than  if  they  were  nonentities-     Boiler  iron  is  made 
principally  in  Wales,  Staflfordshire,  and  Scotland.     Witness  has  formerly 
imported  many  tons  of  slove  pipes,  by  which  he  saved  sixty  dollars  a  ton. 
He  considers  the  law  clear;  and,  if  a  higher  duty  had  been  imposed,  he 
would  have  resisted  it     Has  not  imported  any  stove  pipes  for  the  last  tea 
years.     The  witness  here  explained  why  boiler  plates  ought  to  be  imported 
duty  free,  or  at  a  very  low  duty.     Boiler  plates  are  now  generally  made  of 
American  iron,  which  he  thinks  render  them  weaker  than  the  English  boiler 
plates,  in  consequence  of  the  former  being  more  shelly j  or  liable  to  scale 
ofil     When  boiler  plates  are  imported  from  England,  in  consequence  of  the 
high  duty  of  seventy-eight  dollars  a  ton,  thinner  plates  are  imported  than 
ao^e  used  for  similar  purposes  in  England.      The  consequence  in  either 
case  is  a  greater  liability  to  explosion  in  steamboats  and  steam  engines,  to 
the  great  loss  of  property  and  of  life,  and  the  diminution  of  safety  and  eom- 
fort  in  travelling.     Since  1317,  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  the 
bursting  of  a  steamboat  in  England,  and  not  one  on  the  St  Lawrence,  whik 
in  this  country,  since  the  opening  of  navigation  in  the  year  1830,  there  have 
been  no  less  than  fifteen  or  sixteen.     If  steam  engines  could  be  proevird 
cheaper  in  this  country,  their  number  would  be  greatly  increased,  and  the] 
would  be  applied  to  a  variety  of  uses  from  which  they  are  now  exeludei 
in  various  branches  of   manufactures,  and  especially  of  iron.      Witnei 
would  himself  have  had  one  in  the  establishment  under  his  care,  if  the  dat 
had  been  less,  and  many  others  in  Philadelphia  would  have  done  the  samf 
The  witness,  and  those  who  are  acting  with  him,  come  here,  not  to  ask  a  fi 
vor,  but  sheer  justice;  and,  while  looking  to  their  own  interests,  they  si 
equally  mindful  of  the  interests  of  the  whole  country. 

JOHN  SARCHET. 

Subscribed  and  affirmed  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peat 
of  Washington  county,  District  of  Columbia,  February  7,  1831. 

ROBERT  CLARKE. 
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Note  bt  Ms.  S^RCHtT. 

^  1  find  by  the  books  of  James  Drinker,  of  Philadelphia,  that  he  exported 

iron  to  England  in  the  years  1771,  '2,  and  '8;  that  bar  iron  is  charged  in 

the  said  books  at  twenty  shillings  per  cwL,  Pennsylvania  currency,  or 

|3  6S|  cents,  equal  taf5d  33i  cents  per  ton;  that  the  same  iron  sold  at 

£15  lOs.  sterling  per  too,  in  Bristol,  England;  that  pig  iron  is  invoiced  at 

122  and  $22  66f  cents  per  ton;  that  best  common  flour  sold,  according  to 

said  books,  at  $2  36i    cents  per  cwt;  superfine  at  $3  13i  cents  per 

cwt.;  that  wheat  sold  at  one  dollar  per  bushel   by  the  quantity;  Indian 

com  at  fiffy-one  and  fifty-two  cents  per  bushel,  from  which  I  conclude  that 

labor  rated  at  about  the  same  as  at  this  time.     An  extract  from  the  said 

boob  B  now  handed  to  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate. 


APPENDIX. 


ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  CHEAP  IRON. 

(from  THS  COLUMBIA  TSLXSCOPE.) 

Sir:  At  the  bottom  of  every  known  manufacture,  great  or  small,  consti- 
tuting its  veTy  basis,  is  iron.     That  nation  which  is  practically  acquainted 
with  the  manufacture,  properties,  and  uses  of  iron,  more  than  any  other,  is 
the  most  civilized,  the  wisest,  the  most  powerful,  and  enjoys  more  of  the 
comforts  of  human  existence  than  any  other,  other  advantages,  and  in  other 
respects,  being  equal.     Suppose  I  wish  to  make  a  community  eminent  in  the 
knowledge  of  languages,  or  in  anatomy  and  physiology,  we  must  have 
books,  and  all  the  means  and  appliances  to  procure  books  cheaply,  and  there- 
fore plentifully.     But  the  currier,  the  tanner,  the  paper  maker,  the  binder, 
require  iron  and  steel  tools  and  implements.     The  greater  perfection  of  these, 
the  cheaper  they  are,  the  cheaper  will  books  be,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
more  extended  will  knowledge  be.     Look  at  the  iron  work  of  every  cart^ 
wagon,  and  plough;  of  every  sugar  mill,  grist  mill,  saw  mill,  paper  mill, 
rolling  mill,  &c.  &c.  &c,;  look  at  your  grates,  your  stoves,  your  shovel^ 
^oviffij  fender,  and  poker;  look  at  your  tools,  your  cutlery;  look  at  your 
carpenter's  work  of  every  description,  and  the  nails,  screws,  saws,  hammers, 
&c  Slc;  your  steam  engines,  your  railways,  your  steamboats,  your  maehi« 
nery  of  every  kind,  your  vessels  of  commerce  and  of  war;  look  where 
yoQ  will,  turn  your  eyes  in  whatever  direction,  and  iron  meets  you  as  the 
most  convenient,  the  most  necessary  of  all  substances  that  are  not  used  as 
food;  and  without  which  even  food  itself  could  not  be  supplied.     Henbe  I 
conclude,  from  universal  experience,   That  vert/  nation  exhibits  wisdom, 
^^  comfort  ^andpoweVi  in  proportion  as  the  raw  material,  IRON,  is 
pnturtd  wore  abundantly^  more  cheaply ^  and  more  perfectly. 

It  it  now  asc^taioed  that  the  superiority  of  England  over  France  is  en- 
^y  due  to  the  cheapness  of  iron:  a  six  horse  steam  engine,  for  instsiaee.)  vtv 
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Franeei  costs  on  the  average  at  least  0500  more  than  in  England,  owing  tp 
the  cheapness  of  iron  in  Great  Britain;  it  is  still  dearer  in  the  United  Sutes 
than  in  France. 

If  we  would  set  up  manufactures  cheaply  and  successfully,  therefore,  (be 
first  step  is  to  procure  iron  cheaply,  at  home  if  you  can,  from  abroad  if  you 
cannot  at  home.  The  drivelling,  selfish  policy  of  the  American  system  phi- 
losophers has  carried  them  the  opposite  road.  They  have  rendered  iron  as 
dear  and  as  expensive  as  they  know  how,  for  the  benefit  of  the  monopolists, 
the  iron  masters,  and  to  the  detriment  of  every  worker  in  iron. 

Look  at  the  following  table,   reader,  and  then  judge  whether  I  am  oot 
justified  even  in  the  language  which  I  have  employed  on  this  occasion. 


Price  of  EogliBh  Iron  at  Liverpool. 

Sheet  iron 

- 

$52  22  per  ton 

Iron  hoops 

- 

42 

22 

Rod  iron 

- 

31 

10 

Bar  iron 

- 

29 

41 

(Rolled  bar  iron 

• 

44 

44 

Hammered  bars 

• 

60 

00 

Boiler  plates 

- 

43 

33 

Slit  rods 

- 

31 

14 

Americaii 
dutj  on  do. 

i078  40 
78  40 
78  40 
37  00 
37  00 
22  40 
78  40 
78  40 


Price  of  the  aae 
at  PhDadelpIui. 

-  2165  to  176 

-  120  to  140 

-  170  to  ISO 

90  to  100 

-  100 

100  to  110 
160 
•      120 


(See  Washington  Banner.)  At  the  British  furnaces  the  prioes  are  great/y 
lower.  Consider  the  enormous  consumption  of  this  metal  in  the  United 
States,  and  say,  is  it  reasonable  the  consumer  should  pay  four  prices  to  the 
monopolists  for  their  IRON. 


B. 

FALL   IN  PRICE   OF   IBON   IK  ENGLAND. 

The  effect  of  a  specific,  instead  of  an  ad  valorem,  duty  on  iron,  has  beea 
a  constant  increitse  of  the  duty  from  year  to  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  fall  of  prices  in  England.  By  the  operation  of  this  system,  the  Ame- 
rican blacksmiths  are  subjected  to  new  and  increasing  taxes  on  their  raw 
materia],  just  in  the  proportion  as  their  competitors,  the  British  blacksmiths, 
are  released  from  their  burdens.  An  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  instead  of  a  specific  duty  of  from  237  to  078  a  ton,  would  remore 
this  evil. 

The  committee  annex  a  statement,  just  received  from  a  gentleman  o( 
high  character  and  extensive  information,  in  illustration  of  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  to  which  they  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 


STATEMENT. 


«  Owing  to  the  operation  of  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  entt' 
merate,  it  has  so  happened,  that,  since  the  enacting  of  the  tariff  of  1616^ 
(the  first  act  of  Congress  adopted  with  the  avowed  object  of  protecting  ma^ 
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etnres,)  the  prices  of  almost  every  species  of  property  and  commodity 
^  iallen.  This  fall  has  not  been  merely  in  this  country^  but  all  over 
virorld;  and  so  general  has  it  been^  that  there  has  scarcely  been  any  ex- 
ions  to  it,  save  in  reference  to  those  commodities  of  which  the  supply^ 
2g  to  natural  causes,  has  been  limited.  Iron  has  shared  in  this  general 
ine;  and,  as  much  misinformation  has  existed  in  relation  to  this  fact,  it  is 
ned  worth  our  while  to  devote  a  few  moments  to  its  consideration. 
\y  a  statistical  work  published  at  London  in  1825,  entitled  <'  Statistical 
stiations  of  the  territorial  extent  and  population,  commerce,  taxation, 
isumption,  insolvency,  pauperism,  and  crime  of  the  British  empire,"  it 
)ean  that  the  average  value  of  the  iron  of  all  kinds,  such  as  pig,  bar, 
it,  rod,  hoop,  castings,  anchors,  nails,  and  all  others,  and  steel  exported 
m  Great  Britain  in  the  years  below  named,  was  as  follows,  viz: 


15,  64,109  tons^  average  per  ton, 

£20  00 

equal, 

at  par,  to 

088  88 

16,  63,427 

17     5 

76  66 

17,  83,370 

V  V 

14  10 

64  44 

IS,  94,667 

15     8 

68  40 

19,  73,243 

15  15 

li 

70  00 

20,  85,070 

13     6 

59  10 

21,  92,647 

12     3 

54  00 

l%j  93,289 

11     7 

50  44 

J3,  97,224 

11     1 

49  11 

24,  83,215 

13     2 

58  21 

From  this  it  appears  that  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  price  of  iron  took 
ice  Id  Great  Britain  during  the  ten  years  preceding  the  year  1825.  It 
w  remains  to  show  that  this  reduction  has  gone  on,  in  an  equal  ratio, 
ce  that  period:  and  here  we  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  prove 
documents  within  the  reach  of  the  Senate,  that  the  fall  alluded  to  has 
itiDoed  up  to  the  last  year,  of  the  imports  of  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
essury  has  furnished  lus  official  statements.  By  the  tables  accompanying 
!  list  annual  report  of  that  officer,  it  appears  that  the  quantity  and  cost  of 
led,  bar,  and  bolt  iron,  imported  into  the  United  States  since  1824,  was 
follows: 

1825,  85,010  cwt  0224,497, 

1826,  88,741  283,259, 

1827,  162,052  347,792, 

1828,  205,897  441,000, 

1829,  66,408  119,326, 

Eolkd  bar  and  bolt  iron  has  been  taken  because  that  is  the  species  of  raw 
)n  upon  which  the  duty  has  been  most  oppressive;  but  a  reference  to  the 
me  official  document  will  show  that  a  decline  has  taken  place  in  all  kinds 
iron,  though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  this. 

It  is  unnecessary  now  to  trace  minutely  the  history  of  the  dutv  on  raw 
m.  This  can,  perhaps,  best  be  done  in  the  form  of  a  table,  exhibiting  the 
tes  uuder  the  different  laws  which  have  operated  on  this  article.  The  fol« 
vnng  statement,  it  is  believed,  gives  a  correct  view  of  the  case/' 


equal  per  ton  to 

052  80 

(( 

50  32 

ii 

49  92 

a 

42  82 

a 

35  92 

C«M 


39 


Tabk  qf  duties pajfobk  on  the/oUowing  dtseripUon^firanin  the  yean  p 

named. 


1790. 

1794. 

1812. 
War. 

1816. 

1824. 

1828. 

Perct 

Perct 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Dollars 
per  ton. 

DoUtn 
per  too. 

Pig  iron,  - 

74 

IS 

30 

15 

10 

12  50 

Bars  and  bolts,  not 

manufactured  in 

whole  or  in  part 

$  per  ton. 

byjoUing, 

7J 

15 

30 

9 

18 

22  40 

Bars  and  bolts,  ma- 

nufactured    by 

rolling,  - 

7J 

15 

30 

SO 

30 

37 

Bracers'  rods, 

n 

15 

30 
8  per  ton. 

50 

67  20 

78  40 

Hoop  iron, 

n 

15 

44  80 

50 

67  20 

78  40 

Slit  or  rolled   for 

band  iron,  scroll 

• 

or  casement  rods. 

n 

15 

44  80 

50 

67  20 

78  40 

Sheet, 

u 

15 

67  20 

50 

67  20 

78  40 

11 
a. 


m 


Now,  a  reference  to  this  table,  and  the  statements  of  the  foreign  oosts  o( 
iron,  will  show,  that  whilst  iron  in  foreign  countries  has  been  falling  in  priee^ 
and  thereby  conferring  a  benefit  upon  all  branches  of  foreign  industry,  wb^ 
ther  agricultural,  commercial,  or  manufacturing,  the  people  of  the  Uoited 
States  nave  been  deprived  of  the  power  of  mabtaining  their  position  io  the 
great  race  of  competition  by  the  imposition  of  duties,  designed,  aa  it  would 
almost  seem,  for  the  very  purpose  of  keeping  them  back.  Whilst  the 
farmers,  the  manufacturers,  the  machine  maters,  the  steam  engine  makerSt 
the  constructers  of  rail  roads,  the  mechanics  of  all  classes,  the  ahipbuilden 
and  boat  builders,  of  other  countries,  have  been  profiting  by  the  advantaj^ 
of  cheap  iron,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  our  laws  to  keep  down  the  physical 
energy  of  the  country,  which  only  requires  freedom  from  resiraini  ti) 
carry  us  to  the  greatest  height  of  prosperity;  and  for  what?  This  is  a  seri- 
ous question,  but  it  must  be  answered.  For  no  other  purpose  but  to  put 
into  the  pockets  of  a  very  few  rich  owners  of  iron  mines  and  forges  a  large 
sum  of  money,  unjustly  drawn  from  the  labor  of  the  people.'' 


6. 
Exiraets  frofn  the  Banner  of  the  Consiiiution. 

In  order  to  put  a  finishing  stroke  upon  the  fallacy  constantly  reiterated  by 
the  advocates  of  the  taxing  system,  ttiat  the  fall  that  has  taken  place  since 
the  year  1816,  in  the  prices  of  certain  manufactures  which  have  been  hi(^ 
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ly  protected,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  operation  oi  high  duties;  and  to  prove 
our  assertion  that  a  similar  fall  has  taken  place  in  almost  every  article,  pro- 
teeied  or  not^  it  is  our  intention  to  take  up  a  New  York  price  current, 
printed  in  1816,  and  one  printed  in  the  present  jrear,  and  to  quote  the 
prices  there  given  of  all  the  articles,  alphabetically  arranged,  which  are 
found  in  both. 

POLITICS  FOR  FARMERS. 

Almonds. — In  1816,  this  article  was  sold  at  2^  cents  per  lb.  for  soft 
shelled,  and  25  cents  for  shelled.  The  duty  was  then  4  cents  per  lb.  The 
duty  is  now  3  cents  per  lb.,  and  the  price  is  10  to  11  cents  for  the  former, 
and  13  to  16  for  the  latter. 

JisheSj  pot  and  pearl. — In  1816,  the  price  was  0275  per  ton,  and  the 
duty  was  25  per  cent  This  duty  was  lowered  to  15  per  cent  in  that  year, 
and  yet  the  price  has  fallen  to  0115  24  per  ton  for  pots,  and  to  9128  80  for 
pearls. 

BeanSy  per  tierce  of  7  bushels,  were  worth,  in  1816,  jKl8.  The  duty 
was  then  25  per  cent.  It  was  in  that  year  reduced  to  15  per  cent,  and 
beans  are  now  at  $1  for  the  same  quantity. 

Clover  seed,  in  1816,  was  15  cents  per  lb.;  it  is  now  11.  The  duty, 
in  1816,  was  25  per  cent,  and  in  that  year  was  reduced  to  15. 

Coal. — Liverpool,  in  1816,  was  at  215  per  chaldron,  and  the  duty  was 
10  cents  per  bushel.  In  that  year  the  duty  was  reduced  to  5  cents,  and  in 
1824  was  raised  to  6  cents;  but  notwithstanding  both  these  attempts  <Ho 
hedge  in  the  cuckoo,''  coal  gradually  fell,  and  is  now  at  $S  25  per  chaldron 
of  thirty-six  bushels.  So  of  the  Vir^nia  coal:  its  price,  in  1816,  was  SlO 
per  chaldron;  it  is  now  $5. 

Cocoa. — Caraccas  was,  in  1816,  at  238  per  cwt  It  is  now  at  017  92. 
bland  was  then  at  834;  it  is  now  at  $5  04.  The  duty  at  the  former  pe- 
riod was  4  cents  per  lb.,  but  in  that  year  was  reduced  to  2  cents,  and  on  the 
first  of  January,  1831,  to  1  cent 

Coffee. — In  1816,  this  article  was  quoted  thus: 
West  India,  fine  green,        25  to  26  cents  per  poundi 
"  2d  quality,       23  to  24  do. 

"  3d       "  21  to  22J  do. 

Old  white,  21  to  23  do. 

Mixed  quality,  inferior,       20  to  21  do. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1831,  it  was  quoted  as  follows: 
Cuba,  -        -        -        10  to  lOi  cents  per  pound. 

Porto  Rico,         -        -        1 1  do. 

St  Domingo,       -        -  9  do. 

Brazil,        -        -        -        10  do. 

The  duty,  in  1816,  was  10  cents  per  lb.,  but  was  in  that  year  reduced  to 
5  cents,  at  which  rate  it  continued  until  the  first  of  January  of  the  present 
year,  when  it  was  reduced  to  2  cents. 

Copper. — In  1816,  sheathing  copper  was  quoted  at  31  cents  per  lb.;  it  is 
now  21).  It  has  always  been  admitted  duty  free,  and  consequently  doc9 
not  owe  its  fall  in  price  to  high  duties. 

Cotton. — ^The  following  are  the  quotations  of  1816: 
Sea  Island,       -        -        45  to  51  cents  per  pound. 
Bourbon  and  foreign,         none. 
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New  Orleans,  -        29  to  31  cents  per  pound* 

Georgia  Upland,       -        28  to  29i        do. 
Tennessee,       -        -  none. 

The  duty  was  then  6  cents  per  lb.,  but  in  that  year  it  was  reduced  to  5. 
The  following  are  the  quotations  of  the  present  day: 
'  New  OrfeanSf        -        Hi  to  12i  cents  per  pound. 
'      Uplands,        -        -  9i  to  11  do. 

Alabama,       -        -        10    to  12  do. 

Tennessee,    -        -  9    to  10  do. 

Sea  Island  is  not  quoted,  because  it  does  not  come  to  the  New  York  nir* 
ket  in  large  quantities. 

lias. — ^The  following  are  the  lowest  quotations  of  the  two  years: 

1816.  1831. 

Imperial,  per  pound,     -        -        J52  00        -        -        -        81  OO 
Gunpowder,  per  pound,         -  2  25        -        -        -  100 

Hyson,  per  pound,        -        -  i  87        -        -        -  85 

Young  Hyson,  per  pound,     -  116---  70 

Hyson  Skin,  per  pound,        -  1  09        -        -        -  37t 

Souchong,  per  pound,  -  85        -        -        -  44 

Bohea,  per  pound,  -        -  44        -        -        -  32 

In  1816,  the  duties  were  all  lowered,  and  have  not  since  been  increased. 
Tobacco. — ^The  following  are  the  prices  of  the  two  years: 

1816.  1831. 

Richmond,  per  pound,       -        20  cents        -        -        3  to  6  cents. 
Petersburg,  per  pound,      -        18"  -        -        3to6" 

Rappahannock,  per  pound,         12     "  -         >    „ot^oted. 

Potomac,  per  pound,         -        10    **  -         J  ^ 

Kentucky,  per  pound,       -        14"  -        -        3to6  cents. 

Spanish  leaf,  per  pound,     -        40     "  -        -      14  to  22  " 

St  Domingo,  per  pound,   -        24     «  -        -        9  to  15  " 

Ladies'  twist,  per  pound,  40     "  -        -       14  to  16  *^ 

Cavendish,  per  pound,       -        30     "  -        -       12  to  30  '\ 

The  duty  on  leaf  tobacco  was  30  per  centum  in  1816,  and  that  upon  twist 
and  cavendish  12  cents  per  pound.  In  that  year,  the  former  was  reduced  to 
15  per  centum,  and  the  latter  to  10  cents  per  pound,  at  which  they  have 
ever  since  remained. 

Porter. — In  1816,  London  was  at  83  per  dozen;  it  is  now  S2  50.  The 
duty,  in  the  former  year,  was  32  cents  per  dozen;  it  is  now  at  40  cents. 

Raisins. — In  1816,  Malaga  were  at  iSlO  50  per  cask.  Muscatel  at  f4 
per  box,  and  Bloom  at  $2  75.  The  first  named  ia  now  at  S6  75,  the  9^ 
cond  at  $2  12},  and  the  third  at  $2.  In  1816,  the  duty  was  upon  Maltp 
3  cents,  and  upon  the  others  4  cents  per  lb. ;  it  is  now  the  same. 

Hags,  in  1816,  were  at  010  per  cwt.  for  foreign,  and  26  for  couotry; 
the  former  are  now  $3  to  08,  and  the  latter  $3  to  $5.  This  article  has  al- 
ways been  duty  /ree,  for  the  protection  of  the  paper  makers. 

BicCf  in  1816,  was  at  S4  62i  per  owt;  it  is  now  at  $2  50.  The  daty, 
in  the  former  year,  was  25  per  centum,  and  was  in  that  year  reduced  to  1^ 
per  centum,  where  it  has  ever  since  remained. 

Saltpetre. — In  1816,  refined  was  at  40  cents  per  pound,  and  cr^^®  *5 
25  cents.  It  was  then  admitted  duty  free.  In  that  year  a  duty  was  impoacA 
of  7J  per  cent,  which  was  increased,  in  1824,  to  12J  per  cent  upon  cnide^ 
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nd  8  cents  per  pound  upon  refined.     The  price  is  now  9)  for  refined,  and 
'I  for  crude. 


^ — in  the  two  years,  the  prices  are  quoted  as  follows: 

1816.  1831. 

Li^n,  per  bushel,        -        -        60  cents.         -        •        42  cents. 
Cadiz,  per  bushel,  -        -        50     <<    -        -  •      •     '   42 

Liverpool  ground,  per  bushel,         55     ^*   -        -        .        S8 
The  duty  in  1816  was  20  cents  per  56  pounds,  and  continued  so  until 
he  Istof  January,  1831,  when  it  was  reduced  to  15  cents. 

Sheeiin§^  —Russia  in  If^ie  was  at  g2l  for  white,  and  $19  for  brown;  th» 
present  price  is  tflO  50  for  the  former,  and  i9. 
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From  the  New  Fork  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

British  duties  and  the  Tariff. — It  appears  from  a  recent  debase  in  the 
English  House  of  Commons,  that  the  present  administration  have  in  contem- 
plation a  new  custom  bill,  or,  as  Wc  should  call  it  here,  a  new  tarifi*;  and  have 
ilretdy,  on  their  own  responsibility,  by  a  Treasury  order,  reduced  the  duty  on 
^ila  \jo  £2  \0s.  From  the  debate  which  in  consequence  ensued,  it  ap- 
leared  that  a  duty  on  the  import  of  barilla  had  been  origi; tally  impr^sed  for 
he  purpose  of  protecting  the  domestic  manufacture  of  kelp,  and  that  the 
ifiect  had  been  to  double  the  price  of  alkali  to  manufacturers  generally.  Mr. 
P.  Thomson,  President  of  the  Board  of  Traoe,  observed,  that  when  the 
)roper  time  should  arrive,  he  should  be  able  to  show  **  that  noduty  on  a  raw 
oaterial,  greatly  used  in  manufacture  and  commerce,  should  be  continued  for 
he  protection  of  any  class  of  individuals.'' 

h  will  assuredly  not  cost  Mr .  Thomson,  or  any  oneelse.  much  labor  to  prove 
le  ciTreetoess  of  this  position,  and  notwithstanding  our  tariflf  is  framed  on 
mcipies  directly  at  variance  with  it.  To  protect  the  manufacturer,  we  tax 
e  raw  materia!  that  he  manufactures,  thus  rendering  unavailing  to  him  the 
ity  we  impose  on  the  import  of  the  manufactured  article:  we  raise  the 
ice  to  him  of  that  which  he  buys  as  much  as  we  do  that  which  he  sells,  and 
erefore  tax  the  community  without  benefitting  him.  We  follow  the  manu- 
eturer  with  burdens  on  his  induxtry  from  the  time  he  commences  until 
!  ends,  on  the  materials  he  uses  to  construct  his  machiner}',  and  on  those  he 
)aires  in  the  various  processes  which  most  manufactured  goods  must  un- 
r|^;  and  all  this  under  the  plea  of  encouraging  him.  We  confine  him  to 
t  material  produced  in  this  country,  although  it  is  frequently  necessary, 
in  the  case  of  woollens,  that  he  should  have  at  his  command  that  produced 

many,  from  which  he  can  select,  with  a  view  to  manufacture  cheaply  and 
ill;  and  all  this  we  do  to  enable  him  to  compete  with  the  foreign  manufacture 
!  We  disregard  the  extent  ol  our  territory,  and  will  bring  producer  and 
isumer  togeSier  from  its  extremities,  without  consideration  of  the  expense 
transportation.  We  do  not  inquire  how  many  articles  there  are  which 
I  may  eventually  hope  to  manufacture  with  success*  nor  for  how  many 
''  possess  natural  advantages;  but,  with  stupidity  and  vanity  unexampled, 
las  if  Providence,  instead  of  scattering  her  bounties  over  the  whole  globe, 
Btowing  some  in  one  spot  and  others  in  another,  bad  showered  down  all  up- 
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pn  us:  we  tax  all  to  protect  atly  and  in  the  end,  as  might  be  expected,  protect 
none.     We  do  not  ask  upon  what  class  of  consumers  the  tax  falls;  we  lery 
it  upon  all,  upoa  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich;  and  we  justify  a  perseveraDce 
in  this  system  by  arguments  as  preposterous  as  the  system  itself.     Because 
we  hiive  not  sunk  under  it;  because  industry  has  still  found  channels  in  whieh 
it  might  exert  itself;  because,  with  all  the  unexampled  advantages  we  posws 
as  an  enterprising  and  intellectual  people,  with  a  virgin  and  unbounded  soil, 
we  do  not  exhibit  proofs  of  extreme  misery,  the  system  must  be  excellent 
Why,  this  is  the  plea  of  the  drunkard,  who,  because  the  frequent  use  of  ine- 
briating liquors  has  not  destroyed  his  life,  therefore  argues  that  they  havedonc 
him  no  harm.     Because  the  prices  of  articles  have  fallen  since  the  iotro* 
duction  of  the  tariff,  this  effect  has  been  produced  by  the  tariff,  although 
prices  have  fallen  elsewhere,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  tariff  laws,  in  a  still 
greater  degree.     It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  point  out  the  manifold 
absurdities  of  this  system,  and  its  flagrant  contradictions,   A  revision  of  it  is 
imperiously  called  for,  and  must  soon  take  place;  for  neither  the  imwearied 
endeavors  of  interested  individuals,  nor  the  unprincipled  views  of  a  party, 
can  long  keep  up  so  gross  a  delusion  amongst  a  free  and  intelligent  people. 


Note  I. 
ENGLISH  COMMON  IRON. 

In  the  memorial  of  the  iron  masters  and  others,  Mr.  Sarcbet  is  charged 
with  having  **  betrayed  the  inveteracy  of  his  English  prejudices,  by  endea- 
iroririg  to  make  it  appear  that  English  common  iron  is  equal,  if  not  superior, 
to  American  hammered  iron."    Mr.  Sarchet  made  no  such  assertion,    lii* 
stated  in  the  petition,  that  it  is  '*  preferred  /or  various  purposes/^  and, 
among  others,  *^  for  chains  and  auckors^^^  on  account  of  its  *^  power  of  re- 
sisting rust  and  corrosion,"  when  exposed   to  water;  of  which,  (as  well 
as  <^  its  superior  strength  of  cohesion,")  occular  demonstration  was  fur* 
nished  to  the  committee.  (See  also  Mr.  Sarchet's  statement)    It  is  clearly 
proved  in  the  petition,  that  English  common  iron,  so  far  from  being '^  bad," 
is  ti^t  actually  used  in  the  manufacture  of  almost  all  (Mr.  S.  says  99-100th8) 
of  the  hardware   imported  into  this  country,  and  without  which  the  Ame- 
rican blacksmith  will  never  be  able  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  Bri- 
tish manufacturer  of  hardware,  even  in  our  own  markets;  and  this  iron  (mo- 
nxifactured  in  a  very  small  de^^ee  in  thU  country)  is  subjected  to  a  duty 
of  from  150  to  280  per  cent. ;  and  yet  we  are  told  the  blacksmiths  have  no 
iust  ground  of  complaint.  The  iron  masters  hove,  however,  themselves  con- 
fessed in  their  memorial,  (what  seems  to  settle  this  question,)  <«  that,  owing 
to  the  greater  perfection  of  the  system  of  rolling,  by  which  the  English 
iron  is  furnished  in  a  greater  variety  of  sizes  and  forms,  it  is  better  adapt- 
ed than  the  American  to  the  easy  and  convenient  falnrication,  by  the 
smith,  into  the  various  articles  qf  his  line, " 
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REPORT  OP  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  SELE(?T  COMMITTEE 
On  certain  memorials  to  redtice  the  duty  ^  imj^ted  iron* 

H 
% 

As  a  minority  of  the  select  conatnitteey  to  whom  was  referred  thd  petition 
of  John  Sarchet  and  others^  ^ir^orkers  in  iron,  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
Ifaat  the  present  duty  on  imported  iron  may  be  reduced,  and  the  memo- 
mis  of  citizens  of  rennsyivania  and  New  Jersey,  praying  that  no  reduc- 
tion of  such  duty  may  take  place,  we  beg  leave  to  dissent  to  the  report  of 
the  committee,  anfl  to  present  our  views  to  the  Senate. 

We  fully  agree  with  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  all  they  say,  to 
Aow  the  importance  of  the  manufacture  of  iron;  that  iron  is  an  article^ 
without  which  we  cannot  build  our  habitations  or  procure  our  food;  it  is  an 
article,  without  which  we  cannot  defend  ourselves,    without  which   we 
caoDOt  maintain  our  independence.     But  this  affords  the  most  incontesti- 
Ue  evidence  that  we  should  rely  upon  ourselves  alone  for  an  article  which 
wecaa  produce  to  the  full  extent  of  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  which  is 
thus  essential  to  our  existence.     The  language  of  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  States,  in<his  late  message,  4s  strong  on  this  point  When  speaking  of 
the  tariff,  he  says,  <'  While  tiie  chief  object  of  duties  should  be  revenue,  they 
may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encourage  manufactures.     In  this  adjustment, 
however,  it  is  Uie  duty  of  the  Government  to  be  guided  by  the  general  good. 
Objects  of  national  importance  alone  ought  to  be  protected;  qf  these^  the 
friduetions  of  our  aoil^  our  mines j  and  our  workshops^  essential  to  no 
tional  defeneej  occupy  the  first  rank,^^     Of  all  the  objects  of  national  im- 
portance thus  noticed  by  the  President,  none  is  more  essential  to  national 
defence  than  the  production  of  iron — none  which  more  requires,  or  more 
deserves,  an  adequate  protection  from  the  Government. 

Although  this  country  possesses,  in  the  greatest  abundance,  every  thing 
necessary  to  the  production  of  iron,  yet  all  these  advantages  must  remain  un« 
improved,  if  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government  shall  refuse  to  <;all  them 
forth. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  requires  the  application  of  great  capital  and  skilly 
ia  which  those  engaged  in  this  manufacture  in  Europe  have  decidedly  the 
advantage  ofthose  engaged  in  it  here — an  advantage  which  they  will  con** 
doae  to  enjoy  for  some  years  to  come.  Therefore  it  is,  that,  without  pro*> 
tection,  the  unequal  contest  cannot  be  continued;  and  the  production  of  iro^ 
b  this  country  must  be  abandoned.  But  does  the  country  suffer  by  afford- 
ing protection  to  this  manufacture?  Or  is  the  price  of  iron  increased  to  the 
Qonsumer?  A  short  history  of  the  duties  upon  this  article  will  afford  the 
best  answer  to  these  questions. 

Daring  the  late  war,  the  double  duties  were  a  sufficient  protection,  and 
the  difficulty  of  making  importations  was  such,  that  the  demand  for  iron  in 
our  markets  was  much  greater  than  the  supply;  the  consequence  was,  that 
iron  sold  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  ton,  nearly  twice  its  present 
price.  This  induced  many  capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  extensivt 
^nd  costly  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  iron,  under  a  full  confi- 
dence that  they  would  not  be  abandoned  on  the  return  of  peace.  They 
were  cruelly  deceived. 

By  the  tariff  of  1816,  the  duty  on  hammei*ed  bar  iron,  the  only  kind  of 
W  iron  then  made  in  this  country^  was  fixed  at  the  low  rate  of  nine  dollars 
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the  ton.  The  consequence  was  extensive  ruin  to  our  iron  masteiH)  and  the 
abandonment  and  destruction  of  a  large  portion  of  their  works.  The  stock 
of  iron  which  had  accumulated  during  the  war  in  Europe,  and  not  wanted 
there,  was  at  once*  thrown  into  our  markets,  and  sold  for  prices  much  be- 
low the  actual  cost  of  manufacturing  th^  article  here. 

In  the  session  of  1817-^18,  to  save  our  furnaces  and  forges  from  entire  de- 
struction. Congress  increased  the  duty  upon  hammered  bar  iron  six  doilars, 
and  making  it  fifteen  dollars  upon  the  ton.     This  was  most  strenuously  op- 

tosed  in  both  Houses,  and  it  was  asserted  that  this  increase  of  duty  would 
e  giving  to  those  who  had  iron  on  hand  six  dollars  per  ton  on  their  whole 
stock,  that  it  would  increase  the  price  by  that  amount  to  the  consumer,  and 
that  it  would  diminish  the  revenue  by  preventing  the  importation  of  iron. 
These  predictions  failed  in  every  particular.  The  price  of  iron  fell  sooo 
after  passing  the  law;  of  course  the  iroti  merchant  gained  nothing  on  the 
sale,  and  the  consumer  lost  nothing  on  the  purchase;  and  the  revenue  upon 
this  article  has  been  constantly  increasiiig  from  that  time  to  this.  The  duty 
on  hammcrred  bar  iron  in  the  year  1818  amounted  to  2208,950;  in  1829  tm 
0654.141.     It  has,  therefore,  more  than  trebled  in  twelve  years. 

That  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon  an  article  imported  into  this  country 
should  lead  to  a  reduction  of  its  price,  is  pronounced  to  be  a  paradox.  Yet, 
that  such  may  be  the  effect,  we  have  the  clearest  proof  in  a  great  variety  of 
instances.  In  the  present  case,  the  additional  duty  on  iron  afforded  a  pledge 
to  the  iron  masters  that  they  should  not  be  abandoned.  Thus  encouraged^ 
they  made  a  new  ana  vigorous  effort  to  gain  the  market,  from  which  they 
had  been  partially  excluded.  The  foreign  manufacturers  made  equal  effort* 
to  maintain  the  standing  which  they  had  gained  in  our  markets;  sooner  than 

i^ield  which,  they  were  content  to  sell  their  iron  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars 
ess  in  the  ton  than  they  had  done  before.    In  the  heat  of  the  struggle  they 
did  a  little  more  than  this,  probably  to  their  loss. 

The  duty  upon  this  kind  of  iron  has  been  increased  at  successive  periods 
till  it  amounts  to  one  cent  per  pound.  At  each  increase  of  duty,  the  same 
predictions  have  been  made,  the  same  consequences  have  followed,  and  for 
the  same  reasons,  and  iron  is  now  cheaper  in  our  markets  than  it  was  ia 
1818,  and  it  is  of  a  much  better  quality;  for  the  competition  has  not  oolj 
kept  down  the  price,  but  it  has  lead  to  the  improvement  of  the  manufac- 
ture. It  has  also  lead  to  such  improvements  in  the  process  of  making  iron, 
that  the  iron  masters  are  reaping  a  profit,  although  a  small  one,  at  pricey 
that  would  have  been  ruinous  to  them  twelve  years  ago. 

The  whole  quantity  of  hammered  bar  iron  imported  into  this  country  for 
consumption,  irom  the  year  1818  to  the  year  1830,  both  inclusive,  amounts 
to  801,840  tons,   (supposing  the  importation    of  last  year  was  equal  to 
that  of  the  year  before,}  the  duties  upon  which  amount  to  85,311,911.     If 
the  duty  had  continued  as  it  was  before  the  year  1818,  that  is,  at  nine  dol- 
lars per  ton,  the  whole  amount  of  duty  would  have  been  t8,716,560,  less 
than  the  actual  receipts  by  32,595,351.     This  sum,  therefore,  may  be  pon- 
S'Hered  as  gained  to  our  Treasury  by  the  increase  of  the  duty,  without  costing 
Oir  own  citizen^  a  cent,  in  as  much  as  it  has  not  added  a  cent  to  the  price  of 
iron.     It  is  so  much  deducted  from  the  profits  of  the  foreign  manufacturera 
of  iron,  who  have  supplied  our  market     The  foreign  manufacturer  cannot 
increase  his  price  while  the  American  manufacturer  is  in  the  market  ready 
to  undersell  him  by  the  amount  of  such  increase.     He  is,  therefore,  compel- 
led, on  the  increase  of  duty,  to  reduce  hia  profits  by  the  amouot  of  that  ia- 
creasfy  or  ahandon  the  markets 
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The  priee  of  iron  has  only  been  kept  down  at  its  present  rate  by  a  com- 
petition between  the  foreign  and  domestic  manufacturer,  and  which  could 
not  have  been  continued  by  the  domestic  manufacturer,  but  for  the  in- 
creased duties.  The  people,  therefore,  have  lost  nothing  by  such  increase 
of  duties,  while  the  Government  has  been  greatly  the  gainer,  even  in  a  pe- 
cuniary point  of  view,  but  a  much  greater  gainer  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
in  as  much  as  it  has  sustained  a  manufacture  absolutely  essential  to  our  pros* 
rity,  our  honor,  and  our  independence. 

The  importation  of  rolled  bar  iron  for  consumption,  during  the  above 
stated  period,  amounts  to  55,346  tons,  the  duty  upon  which  amounts  to 
9l«648,261.  The  whole  anrount  of  both  kinds  of  iron  357,186  tons,  or 
27,468  tons  a  year.  The  value  of  the  hammered  iron,  at  $64  the  ton, 
amounts  to  <19,37T,760;  of  the  rolled  iron,  at  {B39  the  ton,  to  22,158,494; 
in  all,  to  ^21,536,254,  or  01,656,635  the  year.  Thus  are  we  paying  an- 
nually for  the  iron  we  consume,  and  which  we  ought  to  make  for  ourselves, 
more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  which  goes  to  support  the  capital 
and  labor  of  the  manufacturers  of  iron  in  Europe;  and  which  amount  will  be 
trebled  if  the  prayer  of  Mr.  Sarchet  and  others  is  to  succeed. 

The  same  Congress  which  laid  a  duty  of  no  more  than  nine  dollars  per 
ton  on  hammered  bar  iron,  laid  a  duty  of  thirty  dollars  per  ton  upon  rolled 
bar  iron  As  the  hammered  iron  is  much  more  valuable  than  the  rolled, 
and  as  the  former  was  produced  at  that  time  in  the  United  States,  and  not 
the  latter,  we  must  find  for  Congress  some  other  motive  than  that  of  a  de- 
sire to  protect  the  manufacturer  of  iron  in  this  country.  The  object  was  to 
restrain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  importation  of  this  rolled  iron,  manufac- 
tured by  the  process  of  puddling;  much  of  which  had  been  found  to  be  of  aa 
excessively  bad  quality.  Under  this  specific  duty,  none  but  the  best  of  this 
iron  could  be  imported. 

As  the  bars  of  this  puddled  iron  were  finished  by  rolling,  and  the  better  kind 
by  hammering,  and  as  the  difference  between  the  rolled  and  the  hammered 
was  easily  discovered  by  inspection,  tbis  character  of  rolled  or  hammered 
imn  was  adopted  in  the  law  as  descriptive  of  the  iron  made  by  puddling,  and 
that  which  was  not  One  important  benefit  resulting  from  the  impositioa 
of  specific  instead  of  ad  valorem  duties,  is,  to  keep  bad  articles  out  of  our 
market  If  our  specific  were  now  changed  to  ad  valorem  duties,  our  mar- 
kets would  soon  be  filled  with  the  sweepings  of  the  workshops  of  Europe, 
and  our  country  with  the  worst  iron  in  the  world. 

The  petitioners  in  the  late  memorial  signed  by  John  Sarchet  and  others 
take  a  review  of  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  the  Senate 
«pon  their  former  memorial  of  1830;  and  this  the  majority  of  this  select 
committee  have  pronounced  a  clear  and  full  refutation  of  all  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  against  their  claims.  A  slight  examination  will  show 
that  this  extraordinary  and  uncalled  for  decision  is  as  entirely  wanting  in 
justice  as  it  is  courtesy. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  May  hst,  it  is  said 
that  <<  as  the  petition  of  1830  is  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  placed 
among  our  documents  for  future  reference  if  necessary,  it  is  proper  that  ex- 
planations should  be  given  to  prevent  erroneous  impressions  which  it  is  caK 
culated  to  make.''  Of  this  the  memorialists  complain  and  reiterate  the  facts 
and  circumstances  before  stated. 

Among  the  facts  stated  in  the  former  memorial,  calculated  to  produce  er- 
rmieoua  impressions,  are  th^se,  that  the  supply  of  hammered  iron  from  the 
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of  American  iron.  That  an  experienced  whaleman  lately  told  him  he  WOiiM 
not  take  a  chain  made  of  American  iron  as  a  gift.  These  declarations  be- 
tray so  strong  a  bias  in  Tavor  of  English  and  against  American  iron^  that  we 
can  place  but  little  confidence  in  Mr.  Sarchet's  opinions,  in  Cases  where 
EnEiish  products  come  in  competition  with  American: 

To  show  how  utterly  unfounded  are  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Sarchet  upon 
this  subject,  we  quote  some  certificates  annexed  to  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  presented  tm 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

New  York,  January  7,  1888. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  we  were  this  day  present  at  an  experimeni 
made  at  the  works  of  the  Sterling  Company  in  this  city  on  the  strength  of  a 
three  quarter  chain  cable,  made  from  iron  manufactu ted'  by  the  Peru  Iron 
Company.  The  English  standard  proof  of  that  size  cable  is  ten  tons.  The 
cable  above  mentioned  was  carried  to  double  that  proof,  when  it  was  deter- 
mined to  extend  the  proof  until  it  should  break.  It  was  accordingly  ex- 
tended^ and  finally  broke  at  a  pressure  of  twenty -seven  tons.  And  we  fur- 
ther certify,  that  an  inch  and  a  quarter  square  chain  made  from  the  same 
iron,  and  without  braces,  was  subjected  to  similar  proof,  and  carried  as  high 
M  seventy  tons,  without  breaking,  when  the  experiment  was  discontinued. 

BENNINGTON  GILL. 
Superintendent  of  the  Slerling  fVorks. 
JULIUS  C.  JOHNSON. 
Foreman  of  chain  cabte  department. 

New  York,  January  7,  1828. 

Wle  were  present  at  the  above  experiment,  which  we  confirm  as  8tated> 

NATH.  RICHARDS, 
JAMES  B    MURRAY, 
JOHN  HONE,jun. 
S.  V.  V.  WILDER, 
GOOLD  HOYT. 

New  Yorx,/V4.  19,  1881. 

We  manufacture  chain  cables  from  our  Morris  county  iron.  We  are 
not  largely  in  it,  confining  ourselves  to  the  smaller  sizes;  and  for  the  last 
four  years,  we  have  made  45  to  50  tons  per  annum,  9  to  10,000  dollars' 
worth,  and  our  chains  have  hitherto  stood  as  well  as  any.  Those  who 
have  had  the  greatest  quantity  for  their  vessels,  are  satisfied  with  the  quali- 
ty, and  still  give  them  the  preference. 

M<FARLANS  &  AYRES. 

We  are  not  yet  prepared  to  make  all  the  articles  of  hardware  wanted  for 
the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  probably  shall  not  be  for  several  years 
to  come.  We  import  hardware  to  a  very  great  amount  Congress,  hoiyever^ 
have  passed  laws  for  the  protection  of  certain  articles  of  hardware,  in  which 
tfieir  meanine  certainly  has  been  to  impose  a  higher  duty  upon  the  manu- 
factured  articles  than  upon  the  iron  from  which  it  is  manufactured;  in  some 
eases  they  have  failed  to  accomplish  this  object,  and  the  remedy  should  be 
applied  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  evil  is  discovered.     The  Coikmittee' 
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.Ho  Manufactures  of  the  Setiate»  ia  their  report  of  May  last,  acknowledged 
that  there  were  such  cases,  and  suggefted  the  jpropriety  of  increasing  the 
duties  upon  articles  of  hardware  not  sufficiently  protected;  but  the  memo* 
xialists  gave  notice  that  such  a  remedy  would  not  suit  them. 

In  the  tariff  of  18S8,  on  the  petition  of  the  manuEicturers  of  hardware^ 
the  duties  upon  axes,  adees,  drawing-knives^  cutting^knives,  sickles  or  reap* 
ing-hooks;  scythes, 'Spades,  shovels,  bridle-bits,  fciquares  of  iron  or  steely 
eteel-yards,  scale-beams,  socket*chisels,  vises,  and  wood  screws,  were  in* 
creased  ten  per  cent.,  putting  some  of  them  at  35,  and  some  at  40  per  cent 
ad  valorem;  and  yet  the  majority  of  this  committee,  in  their  report,  assert, 
that,  in  the  tariff  of  1888,  not  a  single  provision  was  introduced  in  favor  of 
the  blacksmiths.  The  applications  of  no  class  of  citizens  have  received  or 
will  receive  more  attention  from  Congress  than  those  of  the  blacksmiths. 
But  when  it  was  proposed  in  the  committee  to  add  a  specific  duty  of  one 
cent  per  pound  in  addition  to  the  ad  valorem  duties  upon  manufactures  of 
iron,  which  would  eflectually  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  in  the  memo- 
rial, Mr.  Sarchet  objected  to  it,  and  declared  that  the  only  effect  of  such  a 
duty  would  be  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  iron,  and,  indeed,  to  drive  it 
out  of  use,  wherever  hemp  or  wood,  or  any  other  substitute,  could  be  found 
for  it.  If  Mr.  Sarehet  figiirly  represents  the  blacksmiths  of  Philadelphia,  it 
seems  they  decline  the  remedy  proposed. 

If  it  can  be  shown  that  we  are  prepared  to  make  the  articles  stated  in  the 
memorial,  as  tea  trays,  knitting  aeedleSf  or  even  tjin  plates,  although  no  tin 
is  found  in  this  country,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Congress  will  afford  the 
proper  protection. 

The  memorialists  finally  conclude  with  praying  that  all  the  existing  du» 
ties  upon  pig  iron,  scraps,  boiler  plates,  and  ail  other  iron  in  loops,  slabs, 
blooms,  or  any  other  state  less  manufactured  than  bar  iron,  be  abolished  or 
repealed,  and  the  importation  of  the  same  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

That  all  bar  iron  manufactured  by  hammering  be  admitted  subject  to 
the  duty  of  April  27,  1816,  on  its  importation,  to  Wit,  at  the  rate  of  45 
tjents  per  cwt. 

That  all  descriptions  of  iron  manufactured  by  rolling,' including  bar,  bolt, 
rod,  sheet,  and  hoop,  ofeVery  lize  and  quality,  be  admitted  subject  to  a 
duty  not  exceeding  that  now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  hardware^ 
namely,  25  per  cent  ;. 

That  wir&^f  iron  or  steel,  of  all  sises  and  numhers,  be  admitted  subjeet 
to  the  same  duty  as  the  manufactures  of  wire  ate  now,  on  their  importaUooy 
subject  to,  namely,  25  per  cent 

That  the  duty  now  imposed  upon  rail  road  iron,  when  punched  in  the 
United  States,  be  remitted^  or  a  drawback  on  the  existing  duty  be  allowed 
ihereon,  on  all  sums  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

And  lastly,  that  the  duties  on  steel  be  abolished* 

Granting  the  prayer  of  th^  memorialists  would  Consign  to  destructioa 
two-thirds  of  the  forges  and  furnaces  in  this  country,  It  would  cause  the 
loss  of  an  immense  capital,  it^would  ruin  thousands  qf  individuals,  and  driv# 
tens  of  thousands  from  their  employment 

Mr.  Sarchet  states  tliat  Ihe  memorial  presented  by  him  is  signed  by  S58 
practical  workers  of  iron,  and  contains  the  signatures  of  not  only  the  prin- 
cipal, but  ali  the  intelligent  master  workmen  and  jourpeyinen  in  the  sn^^ths 
ing  business;  of  the  city  and  county,  of  Philadelphia. 
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The  counter  m<^inorial  is  signed  by  474  persons,  exclusive  of  many  sign- 
ers of  certificates.  There  ard,  alsd,  a  large  number  of  subscribers  from 
New  Jersey.  Among  the  signers  are  96  biacksftoitha,  53  wheelwrights  aad 
carriage  builders,  14  saw  makers,  13  iron  manufacturers,  13  iron  apd  hard- 
ware dealers,  12  machinists,  and  49  others  engaged  in  business  connected 
with  the  manufacture  of  iron,  making  in  all  250;  and  a  large  portion  of  tlic 
other  signers  are  known  to  be  respectable  merchants. 

These  memorialists  state,  that  they   '<  arc  willing  to  admit  that  tlie  pre- 
sent rate  of  duties  is  calculated  to  afford  suffieiont  encouragement  to  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  and  ensur6  its  extension;  they  do  know,  from  experi- 
ence, that  it  is  net  more  than  adequate  to  the  object;  and  Uiey.  believe  that 
since  the  tai^ifiTof  1S2S,  a  suOicient  demonstration  has  been  furnished  by  the 
^rcat  increase  of  iron   manufactories  in  our  country,    that  tlie  effi^ct  of 
the   additional  protection  will,  in  a  reasonable  time,  equal  the  tesults  pro- 
duced in  other  branches  of  industry,  now  in  the  most  prosperou!^  and  sue- 
c'cssfu]  operation.     From  the  amount  of  cajntal  required  io  be  invested, 
from  the  smalivess  of  return^  compared  to  the  magnitude  of  the  expen-  j 
Jit  ura^  from  the  difficntty  of  procnnng  artizan&i  '^  want  of  facilities  \ 
of  transportation^  and  other  causes  beyond  the  cOvUrol  of  the  manufac-  ^ 
jurer,  t/ic  extension  of  the  iron  manvfaeture  fnust  ntcessariljf  be  i\fstow, 
i^rowthy  requiring^  from  the  causes  above  staiedm  greater  stimulants  to 
prncmc  the  application  of  skill  and  capital.     The  causes  which  have  rc- 
fardnd  its^^rcvious  extension  have  partially  ceased;  and uU  that  is  wanted 
to  secure  its  profipcrons  increase  is  confidence  in  the  permanency  and 
stabUlty  of  the  protection  it'now  enjoys.     We  speak  in  reference  toour 
own  Stale,  (Prnnsylranin,)  when  we  say,  that  there  never  was  a  period  wheu 
the  atlenllon  of  our  citizens  was  so  actively  directed  to  this  branch  of  do- 
,     mej^iic*  manufacUirc.     Much  of  the  present  expendiiuFe  of  our  State  in  in- 
IcrjJiil  improvcsnchts  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  afford  additional  facilities 
to  this  important  manufacture;  and  many  of  our  citizens,  cmifiding  in  the 
protection  qf  the  rates  of  duty  established  by  the  tariff  of  1828,  ^re 
now  making  lar^e  investments,  with  a  view  to  extensive  operations  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron  on  improved  plans.*     It  is  but  lately  that  the  capacity 
of  our  touhtry  to  afford  all  the  i-aw  materials  for  abundant  5«upf)ly  of  iron 
has  been  developed,  and  this  development  has  produced  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise which  now  exists  in  th^  different  States  of  the  Union  to  open  avcnuea 
to  their  mines,  and  which  exists  in  so  great  a  degree  in  our  citizens,  to  brin*^ 
^    them  into  active  operation.     Your  memorialists  feel  confident,  tliat  should 
the  protection  wr\ieh  the  manufacture  of  h-on  now  enjoys  be  continued,  and 
confidence   continue   to  exist  in  its  stability,  the   lime  is  not  far  distant 
when  our  country  will  be  able  to  Kirnisli  a  supply  of  iron  equal  to  its  grow- 
,  ing  consumption,  and  at  prices  at  least  as  low  as  it  could  be  imported  for  of 
<^qual  qualfty. 

'^  It  is  not  improbable  that  an  inferior  ir^m^  such  as  is  imported  into  this 
i:ouhtry  from  £ngland  in  large  quantities,  manufactured  by  the  system  of 
.  puddiing  and  rolling  from  inferior  materials,  will  be  produced  in  this  coun- 
try by  the  same  process  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  imported  free  of  duty. 

•'  'ri)c  price  of  American  iron  h  gradually  receding,  being  now  from 
S75  to  S5  per  ton,  ahd  not  at  #5  per  ewt,  as  atated  in  the  petition  of 
.1  oh n  Sarchet  and  others;  and  the  domestic  supply  is  rapidly  increasing. 
amounting  at  the  present  time,  as  it  is  estimated  in  the  statement  accompany- 
ing this  memorial,  to  ISO^OOO  tons,  inslcad  ot  35  tons,  as  stated  in  the  seme 
i>etit  ion. »» 
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These  memorialists  do  not  a»k  for  any  increase  of  duties  upon  the  raanufac- 
liirc  of  iron;  they  ask  for  tio  furtlier  proteclioti;  tMUt  they  do  earnestly  jmv 
Ihtf  iRey  may  te  permitted  to  enjoy  the  beneiits  of  the  investnyente  which 
they  have  mi^dc  binder  what  they  supposed  a  well  founded  coofid^nqc  in  t\ic 
^hrl/ty  of  the  kiws  of  Congress.  "^ 

We  cannot  but  consider  the  memorial  of  John  Sarchet  and  others,  to- 
:  jHher  with  the  report  of  the  majority  of  this  committee,  as  in  direct  hos- 
■^lility  to  the  whole  system  which  the  Government  has  heretofore  adopted 
«ld  piirsiied,  to  protect  the  capital,  iodastry,  and  skill  of  our  countiy,  upon 
which  o^i.-  national  stren^h  and  prosperity  must  rise  or  fall.  \Ve,  therc- 
fcrci  think  it  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  county,  to  the  Senate,  and  to 
oarselves,  to  protest  against  every  part  of.  that  report  which  recommends  a 
measure  calculated  to  dicstroy  all  that  has  been  done  by  Congress,  since  the. 
year  1816,  for  the  encouragement  of  an  interest  vitally  iniportant  to  the  pro«<- 
perity  of  our  country . 

MAHLON  DICKEHSON, 
SAxMUEL  BELL. 


Statetneni  exMbiling  the  probable  quantUy  of  iron  now  made  in  tht^ 

United  Stales. 

By  the  official  returns  of  the  marshals,  in  1810,  there  were  made,  during 
That  year,  at  the  different  estahli^mentt  in  tlie  United  States^  27|051  tonsof 
bar  iron. 

No  means  are  possessed  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  imported  prior  to  the 
year  1816,  when,  by  a  statement  furntihed  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  it  appeared  that  the  importation  of  ba?* 
iron  from  ail  parts  of  the  world  was  la  that  year  .21 ,637  tons. 

fiy  the  same  rctm^ns  of  the  marshals,  there  were  made  in  tlie  year  1610,  in, 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  3,5(24  tons  of  hariron.  In  tlie  year  1817,  when 
many  of  the  establishments  had  been  brqken  down  by  the  peace,  and  tlic 
tariff  of  181(>,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  tbe.same  State  was  reduced  tQ 
i,554  tons,  as  appeared  by  returns  made  to  a  committee  of  iron  masters,' 
appointed  to  obtain  information,  while  the  same  returns  stated  that  the  es- 
i^blishments  then  existing  could  have  made,  if  the  price  bad  Justified  it, 
7,1 96  tons. 

If  the  iron  works  of  the  United  States  had  all  possessed,  in  1817,  the 
same  capacity,  as  compared  with  1810,  that  those  of  New  Jersey  did,  then 
the  whole  quantity  of  bar  iron  that  could  liave  been  produced  in  1817  would 
have  been  about  55,000  tons. 

With  the  fact,  which  is  notorious,  that  the  iron  works  of  the  United 
States   have  greatly  increased  since  1817,    it  seems  incredible  that  the 
whole  domestic  production  should  have  been,  in  1828,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Sarchet  and  others,  but  35,000  tons;  and  from  what  follows,  it 
will  be  seen,  that,  from  whatever  data  this  estimate  was  made,  they  must 
have  been  imperfect,  and  that  it  is  erroneous,  and  much  below  the  truth. 
From  the  foregoing,  it  appears,  that,  in  1816,  there  was  im- 
ported of  bar  iron,  -  -  -  -  -  21,537  tons. 
And  that,  in  1810,  there  was  manufactured  in   the  United 
States,      .,..---  27,051 

Together    4^5^- 
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We  hafe  no  means  of  determining  the  exact  quantity  tnanuikciured  k 
1816.  It  was  probably  greater  than  ip  1810,  as  the  efieeta  of  peace  and  the 
reduced  duty  were  not  felt  until  1817;  but  estimating  it  at  the  returns  of 
1810,  and  it  would  give  for  the  entire  consumption  of  1816, 48,588  tons  of 
bar  iron.  Taking  into  consideration  the  vast  increase  of  rolling  and  slitting 
mills,  nail  works,  machine  shops,  steam  engine  factories,  and  other  establish- 
jnents  in  which  bar  iron  is  used,  and  which  it  must  be  admitted  have  multi- 

}>iied  in  a  ratio  much  greater  than  that  of  the  population,  «nd  then  addmere- 
y  the  regular  increase  from  this  last  cause,  and  it  will  not  be  deeded  un- 
reasonable to  estimate  the.  present  consumption  of  bar  iron  in  the  United 
States  at  threefold  that  of  1816;  it  has  probably  more  than  quadrupled— 
but  take  the  first  and  lowest  supposition,  and  call  it  150,000  tons. 
The  imports  of  1830  have  not  been  published  in  detail,  but  ii^ 

1829  there  was  imported,  of  rolled  bar  iron,    ""  -  -     8,^320  tons, 

^nd  of  hammeredj  -  -  -      ,      -  -  29;  430 

32,750 
And  exported  of  the  samej^  -  ^  *         .  .       260 

Remaining  for  consumption  .  .  *  •    32,490 

And  leaving  a  deficiency  to  meet  theactual  wants  of  the  country , and  to  be  supi 
plied  by  the  doniestic  manufacture,  of  about  120,000  tons,  instead  of  35,000, 
s^s  stated:  ai^d  when  it  is  considered  that  the  nail  factories  alone  require  an  an- 
nual supply  of  nearly  40,000  tons,  this  estimate  will  not  be  deemed  extrava- 
gant 

All  tiieae  estimates  refer  entirely  to  bar  iron,  and  are  exclusive  of  castioffs 
and  pig  iron,  which  may  be  finally  oonsumed  in  the  form  of  cast  iron.  If 
these  be  added  to  the  first,  and  the  ^ole  estimated  with  reference  to  the 
quantity  of  pig  iron  that  would  be  necessarr  to  produce  it,  they  would  form 
a  total  exceeding  170^000  tons,  and  would  be  equal  to  one-fourth  of  theprst 
sent  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  and  surpsiss  her  entire  {NtnluctiOD  at  i 
period  as  recent  as  the  year  1802L 


I 
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k  to  ahow  thai  the  deductioDS  of  the  minority  are  founded  on  errors 
D  fact  aod  in  doctrine;"  and  that  just  and  sound  views  in  relation  i^  -  , 

ufaiect  would  lead  to  conclusions  directly  opposite  jto  those  at  which  if  I  ^ 

onty  have  arrived.  Compelled^  as  the  majority  are,  however,  to 
heir  views  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  and  without  having  an  op*- 
y  of  carefully  examining  the  arguments  of  the  minority,  they  must 
iTkt  with  throwing  out  a  few  brief  suggestions,  intended  rather  as 
the  several  points  in  controversy  than  as  a  full  answer  to  the  argu- 
A  the  other  side.  | 

aiDority  acknowledge  the  great  importance  of  iron  to  all  the  pur-  I 

civilized  life,  but  add  that  this  only  proves  that  ^^we  lihould  rely  - 

irselves  alone  for  this  ariicle."  Are  we  then  to  undertitand  that 
tiple  is  avowed,  that  all  foreign  iron  is  eventually  to  be  excluded  by  ^ 

ies  from  our  markets?    And  is  the  same  principle  to  be  a[i))lied  to  ] 

her  article  capable  of  being  produced  in  this  country?    Why  should  { 

y  upon  ourselves  alone''  for  this  article,  more  than  for  Qottons  and  ; 

I,  and  the  thousand  other  articles  for  which  we  now  exchange  the  ! 

ions  qf  our  soil?  We  arc  told  that  all  our  wants  can  be  supplied 
*  own  mines.  But  of  what  article  is  not  this  equally  true,  provided* 
rilling  to  pay  the  coat?  The  people  of  the  United  States  could  live, 
iigii  comm^ce  were  cutoff.     But  is  it  not  desirable  that  we  should  I  i 

borne  every  thing  necessary  to  our  own  consumption?  ^Certainly 
ss  they  can  be  produced  at  home  on  mare  advantageous  terms  than  j 

be  procured  from  abroad,  and  of  this  the  oqly  true  test  is  the  ability 
untry  to  produce  them  without  a  protecting  dqty.  Protection  im- 
ant  of  ability  to  stand  alone. 

lioority  rely  on  the  message  of  the  President,  who  recommends 
n  <<  for  the  productions  of  our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  vwrkshops, 
to  national  defence."     But  it  seems  that  the  minority  are  for  pro-  (    ! 

lur  *' mines,"  at  the  expense  of  the  productions  of  our  <<  soil"  and  I    • 
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we  shall  not  soon  be  engaged  in  war;  and  nothing,  itseetifs  to  the  coramittee, 
can  be  mote  preposterous  than  voluntarily  to  impose  upon  ourselves  in 
peace  the  evils  and  hardships  and  restrictions  of  war,  merely  because,  at 
some  future  day,  we  may  be  exposed  to  that  calamity.  It  would,  per- 
haps»  be  a  less  evil  that  a  war  (whidh  may  not  happen  once  in  a  centurjrj 
should  find  us  somewhat  unprepared,  than  that  we  should  vohintarily  im^ 
pose  permanent  restrictions  upon  ourselves. 

The  minority  admit  **that  Eurcfpe  enjoys  advantages  which  she  roust 
continue  to  enjoy  for  some  years  to  come,  wKich  makes  this  protectioQ 
necessary  to  the  production  of  iron  in  this  country ;''  that  ^<  without  it  it 
must  be  abandoneu;''  and  yet  it  is  said  ^' the  country  does  not  mifffr^  for 
the  price  to  the  consumer  has  not  incree^ed.'*  To  reconcile  these  contradic- 
tory statements  seems  to  the  committee  altogether  impossible.  If  Kngland 
enjoys  such  advantages  as  makes  this  protection  to  our  manufacturers  nf- 
cessary^  then  it  follows,  of  ceufse,  that  iron  could  be  imported  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  made  in  this  country;  and  if  so,  surely  the  increased  expense 
of  the  production  must  be  tlirown  upon  the  country.  How  cun  an  unpro- 
fitable be  converted  into  a  profitable  pursuit^  but  at  the  expense  of  some- 
body? And  in  this  case  the  expense  is  borne  by  ourselves. 

Speaking  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the  acts  of  1817,  '18,  the  minority 
say,  '<that  soon  after  passing  the  law,  the  price  of  iron  fell,  and  at  each  in- 
crease of  duty  the  same  consequence  has  followed;  the  iron  merchant  gnin- 
ed  nothing  on  his  sales,  and  the  consumer  lost  nothing  on  his  purciiascs.'' 
It  would  puzzle  human  ingenuity  to  say  how  protection  was,  io  this  case, 
extended  to  the  iron  masters,  whose  prices,  it  seems,  iiave  always  been  c^- 
doced  by  every  measure  intended  for  their  relief. 

Again,  we  are  told  by  the  minority  of  the  committee,  that  the  revenue  on 
iron  has  been  constantly  increaning  since  1818.     In  that  year  it  was,  on 
kammered  bar  iron,  0208,950,  in  18S7,  0654,141.     The  whole  quantity 
imported,  from  the  year  1818  (o  1830,  301,840  tons,  duty  85,311,911.    It' 
the  former  duty  had  continued,  the  duty  would  have  been,  say  the  minorit}', 
S2,716,500,  increase  82,595,351,  (the  amount,  as  we  say,  of  the  tax  m- 
posed  on  the  people  of  this  country,  and  of  bounty  bestowed  on  the  iron 
masters.)    This  sum,  say  the  minority,  "  has  been  gained  by  the  treasury 
wit/iout  costing  our  own  citizens  a  cent:  it  is  so  much  deducted  /ram  the 
profits  of  the  foreign  manufacturer  of  iron.''   The  annual  amount  of  duly 
on  hammered  and  rolled  bar  iron  is  stated  at  8l,656,(>35,  <<  which,''  say  tiic 
minority,  <<  we  are  paying  annually  for  the  iron  we  consume,  and  whicli 
we  ought  to  make  ourselves.'*     We  pay,  say  they,  "a  miUion  and  a  half 
a  year  to  support  European  capital  and  labor."     The  first  impressioncreate^i 
by  reading  these  extraordinary  statements  is  that  of  astoni^ment,  that  the 
idea  should  be  seriously  entertained,  that,  by  duties  on  imports,  wc  oiUi/ 
tax  foreign  labor  and  capital.  If  this  be  so,  we  have  actually  discovered  tlie 
graod  secret  in  political  economy,  of  iitiposing  our  taxes  upon  tho  inhabit- 
ants pf  other  countries,  and  of  actually  drawing  t  million  of  dollars  a  year 
iiito  our  Treasury  on  the  single  article  of  iron,  outbf  the  pockets  of  Bntish. 
subjects,  without  imposing  any  burden  upon  our  owti  citizens.     But  thi» 
roust  be  equally  true  of  all  the  taxes  imposed  on  foreign  manufactures,  ac^ 
that  it  \yould  follow  that  a  large  portion  of  the  expenscfil  of  our  Qovefomeo^^ 
are  paid  by  the  subjects  of  other,  countries.     If  this  be  so,  we  presume  tlw  «= 
his  new  and  most  important  discover  (jgrow!T^g^\!t  of  the  American  ^*^-^ 
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rin  soon  become  known  abroMJ;^  and  the  world  will  witness  the 

tltnary  spectacle  of  each  nation  providing  for  its  expense*  by  im^ 

taxes,  not  on  their  own  subjects,  but  on  the  subjects  of  others.    If 

lid  be  effected^  it  may  be  weU  doubted  whether  we  should  be  gainer^ 

hange.     But  the  minority  admit  that  the  prices  of  the  foreign  manu** 

s  of  iron  have  been  a«  much  lowered  tut  our  awn;  and  if  a  mere  ro- 

1  of  price  be  conclusive,  (as  they  contend  that  it  U,)  to  show  tliat  thp 

eposes  no  tax,   then  there  would  be  an  end,  to  the  idea  that  vre  tax  the,  -^ 

I  iron  mannfacturers  one  million  and  a  half  a  year  for  the  benefit  ot  ^ 

m  Treasury.     But  groat  as  is  the  fallacy  contained  in  this  proposition, 

ot  greater  than  that  involved  in  the  other  positions  assumed  by  the 

ity,  on  which,  however,  the  whole  American  system  rests.     The  ^pc-  j: 

n  in  the  prices  in  this  country,  it  is  confidently  asserted,  has  been  the 

nence  of  the  high  duties-    But  a  similar  reduction  has  taken  place  in 

!Ountries.     Has  our  tariff  produced  thai  effect!    Cotton,  rice,  and  tc>- 

nay,  every  product  of  our  soil  has  sustained  a  similar  reduction. 

production  of  the  ocean  and  the  land,  nay,  land  itself,  as  well  as 
have  all  shared  the  same  fate.     Has  this  been  occasioned  by  the  tariff? 
G,  annexed  to  the  first  report  of  the  majority,  to  which  the  committee 
refer,  proves  conclusively  that  all  articles,  whether  protected  or  not,        I 
been  nearly  equally  reduced  in  price,  a  iact  not  to  be  accounted  for 
I  grounds  assumed  by  the  minority  on  this  occasion. 
\  minority  inform  us  that  the  motive  for  the  discrimination  complained 
the  petitioners,  was  **  to  keep  out  of  our  market:^  an  ii\ferior  arii*' 
and  yet,  in  the  same  breath,  they  say  that  it  is  *<not  impossible  that 
ferlor  iron,   such  as  is  imported  into  this  country,  manu/actured  bj/ 
gy  will  be  produced  in  this  country.^'     We  suspect  it  wouM  conie 
*  io  the  truth  to  say  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  discrimination  to 
}ut  the  low  priced  English  iron  in  order  that  our  ironmasters  might  be 
rd  to  sell  dear.     "  The  specific  duty,''  we  are  told,  ^* keeps  oui  bmd 
r^."     In  other  words,  it  is  a  part  of  the  *<  system''  to  guard  the  peo^ 
>m  the  fatal  error  of  buying  ihings  cheap  to  suit  themselves.     Our 
]s  cannot  be  trusted  to  regulate  their  own  affairs;  Congress  must  take 
f  them,  and  constrain  them,  by  laws,  to  buy  the  dear^  good  iron  of 
orthy  ironmasters. 
3  committee  ore  charged  with  being  as  '^wanting  in  justice  as  In  cour- 

in  saying  'Hhat  the  blacksmiths'  petition  contains  a  full  and  clear 
ttoil  of  all  the  arguments  of  their  opponents."  This  being  the  opinion 
i  committee,  it  was  surely  right  to  express  it;  and  they  think  they 
done  so  in  language  wholly  free  from  exception.  For  the  correctness 
^ir  opinion  they  confidently  appeal  to  the  blacksmith's  petition*  copious 
!ts  from  which  are  hereto  annexed,  [marked  B;]  and  they  will-  most  | 

fully  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  tlie  merits  of  that  produc-.      '     ; 

I 

;iin,  we  are  told  that  **fhe  best  quaKty  of  English  iron  comes  in  at 
derate  duty;  but  the  blacksmiths  have  shown,  that  to  carry  on  a  sue* 
ill  business  they  must  be  able  to  command  Iron  of  every  quality  and 
iption  at  the  lowest  prices,  and  it  so  happens  tktt  the  highest  duty  is 
ised  on  the  very  iron  which  they  want  most  Again,  it  is  said  to  be  a 
Ion  the  revenue  '*to  import  bar,  hoop,  and  sheet  iron  in  part  mana- 
ired."    But  it  is  the  law  {and  not  the  blacksmiths)  which  has  made 
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this  distinction;  And  it  has  beea  showti  by  the  petitioners  to  be  founded  iof 
justice  and  sound  policy.  -r 

We  are  told,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  **only  26,164  worth  of  iht 
smaller  sizc,^  of  iron  was  imported  Jhe  year  b^ore  last.*^  And  w|jr? 
Because  it  pays  a  duty  of  from  159  to  282|  per  cent  And  yet  this  isJhe 
very  iron  out  of  which  hardware  is  almost  exclusively  made.  The  fact 
above  stated  proves  that  our  blacksmiths  have  good  cause  for  complaint 

To  show  <*Mr.  Sarchet's  opinions,  with  respect  to  American  iron  for 
chaincableSf  to  be  utterly  unfounded,"  the  results  of  some  experiments  are 
stated,  demonstrating  (as  it  is  contended)  the  superior  j/ren^/A  of  American 
iron.  And  we  have  also  the  /bur  years^  experience  of  certain  manufac- 
iturers,  who  have  made  1^10,000  worth  aiyear  of  <<the  smaller  sizes/'  and 
who  pronounce  it  good.  But  docs  the  strength  of  this  iron  prove  that  it 
does  not  rust  and  corrode  when  exposed  -to  damp,  as  stated  by  the  black- 
smiths? The  sf>ecimcns  exhibited  to  the  committee  of  a  chain  cable,  com- 
posed in  part  of  English  and  in  part  of.  American  iron,  demonstrated  the 
greater  liability  of  the  latter  to  corrosion  when  exposed  to  salt  water.  Nor 
can  the  correctness  of  tliis  opinion  be  considered  as  shaken  by  the  experi- 
ence of  three  or  four  years  in  the  manufacture  of  ^^  chains  of  the  smaller 
sizes,"  probably  for  bay  craft  or  oyster  boats.  The  blacksmiths  say,  let  the 
merits  of  these  two  desoriptions  of  iron  be  tested  by  a  fair  competition  be- 
tween them;  and  so  say  We.  We  are  not,  it  seems,  *^ yet  prepared  to 
make  hardware,'^  Why  not?  Do  our  mechanics  want  experience  or  skill? 
Assuredly  not.  The  truth  is,  they  are  prevented  from  engaging  in  this  bu- 
siness by  the  high  duties,  and  consequent  high  price  of  the  raw  material  in 
comparison  with  the  prices  paid  by  the  foreign  manufacturers  of  the  same 
articles. 

It  seems  that  ''the  duties  upon  axes,  reaping  hooks,  and  a  few  other  small 
articles,  were  increased  in  1828;"  and  yet  that  the  committee  have  said 
'<  thot  no  provision  was  made  in  favor  of  the  blacksmiths."  The  committee 
w«re  f«|)eaKing  of  the  claims  of  the  blacksmiths  (interposed  at  that  time)  for 
H  f^duetion  qf  the  duty  on  bar  iro/^  which  they  then  insisted,  as  they  do 
MOW,  was  the  only  measure  that  could  only  render  them  any  essential  ser- 
vlco.  In  this  respect  no  relief  was  afforded,  and  the  committee  overlooked 
the  trifling  increase  of  duty  on  a  few  articles  of  hardware. 

The  minority  strenuously  contend  that  the  ^''granting  of  the  prayer  of 
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in  the  United  States;  and  the  committee  are  rejoiced  to  find  it  now  admitted 
that  only  two  thirds  are  to  share  this  fate.  But  the  truth  is,  that  all  of  these 
appreherisions  are  groundless;  neither  two  thirds  nor  one  third  of  these 
jnines  would  be  seriously  affected  by  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  much  less  be 
destroyed.  The  superior  number  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  of  the  iron 
masters  is  relied  on  by  the  minority.  But  the  committee  would  rather  look 
10  the  justice  of  the  claims  than  the  number  of  the  claimants.  The  owners 
of  large  establishments  have  it  always  in  their  power,  at  tlie  shortest  notice, 
to  bring  their  w^ole  strength  to  bear  on  any  point,  while  it  is  difficult  to 
bring  tlie  mechanics  and  farmers,  who  are  scattered  over  the  country,  to 
combine  for  any  purpose  whatever.  This  is  one  great  source  of  the  strength 
of  the  manufacturers,  and  they  well  know  how  to  a\rail  themselves  of  it 
It  is  alleged  by  the  .minority,  on  the  authority  of  the  iron  masters,  thai 
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mce  of  American  iron  is  now  from  875  to  885  par  ton,  and  not  85 
r  as  stated  by  John  Sarchet  and  others. "  On  this  point  bills  have 
brwarded  to  the  committee,  however,  showing  the  actual  payment, 
1  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  of  the  prices  stated  by  Mr.  Sarchet 
»mmittee  will  also  refer  to  the  highly  interesting  <<  Strictures  on  the 
1  of  the  iron  masters,''  hereto  annexed,  [and  marked  C,]  for  a  very 
itoiy  statement  in  relation  to  the  prices  of  various  descriptions  of  iron 
^eral  years  past,  and  the  effect  of  the  tariff  on  these  prices* 

minority  conclude  by  declaring,  that  ^^  the  petition  and  report  are  in 
hostility  to  the  whole  system  on  which  our  national  strength  and 
Titjf  must  rise  or  /all;^'  and  they  *'  enter  their  protest  aeainst  it  ac- 
gly. ''  That  the  report  is  in  direct  hostility  to  the  American  system 
f  and  it  was  intended  to  be  so;  but  that  <^  the  strength  and  prosperity 
ooDDtry''  rests,  in  any  degree,  on  the  promotion  of  that  system,  the 
ttee  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe.  What  is  the  foundation  of 
stem,  as  disclosed  in  the  petition  of  the  iron  masters  and  the  arguments 
minority  of  the  committee?  That  nothing  should  be  imported  from 
t  which  can  be  produced  at  home  Our  <^soil,  our  mines,  and  our 
M>ps,"  we  are  told,  can  supply  all  our  wants.  This  is  true.  Every 
in  this  country  can  surely  make  his  own  hats,  shoes,  and  clothes.  The 

States  may  be  made,  if  we  count  not  the  cost,  independent  of  all 
I  supply.  Each  State,  each  county,  nay,  each  individual,  may  sup- 
mself.     Pineapples  are  raised  in  England,    and  what  may  we  not 

The  basis  of  thb  whole  system  of  home  industry  is,  that  every  man 
look  to  himself,  and  not  to  others,  for  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  He 
)e  his  own  lawyer,  doctor,  blacksmith^  and  shoemaker.  It  is  the  true 
octal  system — the  system  of  the  dark  ages,  now  in  a  course  of  success- 
periment  in  China  and,  these  United  States.  But  surely  it  would  be 
that  the  great  family  of  nations  should  be  bound  together  by  ties  of 
Tcial  intercourse,  and  not  act  upon  the  narrow  principle  that  all  that 
3d  by  the  one  is  lost  by  the  other.     Suppose  we  could  supply  our- 

aa  proposed,  entirely  from  our  own  mines;  would  it  be  desirable? 
ink  not,  unless  we  can  produce  iron  cheaper  than  tlie  articles  which 
V  exchange  for  it;  and  if  this  be  so,  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  will  de- 
md  establish  our  ability  in  this  respect.  No  high  duty  can  ever  tend 
e  any  article  good,  abundant,  or  cheap.  The  annexed  exposition  of 
>^ent  state  of  things  in  France,  in  reference  to  this  very  system, 
to  be  conclusive  on  this  point.  [See  paper  D.]  Why  do  the  iron 
By  then,  call  for  high  duties?  Because  they  fear  foreign  competition, 
w  prices  only  that  they  fear.  But  if  they  can  make  iron  better  and 
r,  as  is  contended,  they  may  surely  laugh  such  competition  to  scorn; 
they  cannot,  then  it  is  idle  to  say  that  the  consumer  pays  nothing  for 
rotection.  But  it  is  feared  that  the  foreign  manufacture;rs.  will  com- 
gainst  us  J  and  that  our  markets  will  be  glutted  with  bad  articles. 
m  can  great  rival  establishments  combine?        The  same  thing  was 

the  British  cotton  manufactures:  they  must  be  kept  out  of  our  mar- 
r  fear  of  combinations;  yet,  in  the  same  breath,  we  were  gravely  told 
e  undersell  them  in  South  America  and  elsewhere.  Why  do  they 
oibine  against  us  there  also  ?  But  this  idea  is  too  extravagant  to  be  se- 
r  combated.  As  to  a  glut  in  our  markets,  we  presume,  if  such  a 
should  take  place,  the  American  consumers  would  be  the  gainers, 
purchaser  ever  yet  complained  of  a  glut  in  the  market  o{  Ite  ax\\c\^ 
6 
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he  wanted.  The  seller  may  complain;  for,  on  this  point,  as  on  most  otber| 
connected  with  this  system^  the  seller  and  buyer  have  opposite  interesti: 
and  are  the  interests  of  the  former  only  to  be  consulted  ? 

In  the  very  infancy  of  manufacturers  a  temporary  encouragement  may 
bring  an  article  into  existence  sooner  or  more  abundantly  than  it  wodd 
otherwise  be  produced.     But  when,  as  in  the  case  of  iron^  the  protection  has 
been  enjoyed  for  many  years,  if  the  manufacture  cannot  thrive  withoat  it, 
the  sooner  it  is  allowed  to  perish  the  better  for  the  country.    But  the  com-, 
mittee  do  not  apprehend  any  such  result  in  the  case  before  us.     Iron  was 
manufactured  before  the  revolution;  it  flourished  with  a  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
and  every  good  mine,  well  conducted,  would  do  so  still.     Those  which  owe 
their  preservation  to  the  bounty  ar^  maintained  at  the  general  expense;  and 
what  right  have  the  iron  manufacturers,  more  than  any  other  class  of  tlieir 
fellow-citizens,  to  obtain  their  profits  out  of  the  pockets  of  others.    The 
majority  regret  to  hear  the  charge  of  Englifih  prejudice  again  urged  |by  the 
minority  against  Mr.  Sarchet.     He  has  lived  near  thirty  years  in  this  coan- 
!ry — his  interests  are  ours.     Good  iron,  and  cheap  iron,  is  what  he  wants, 
and  what  the  people  want     He  has  no  earthly  interest  to  injure  our  iron 
markets;  and  every  thing  he  has  said  and  done  in  this  business  bears  the 
stamp  of  truth.     If  his  arguments  are  bad,  refute  them;  but  truth  and  jus- 
tice cannot  be  overthrown  by  unmerited  censure  or  invective.     With  one 
other  remark  the  committee  will  dismiss  the  subject     They  are  yei  to  learn 
why  *^  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  country'^  are  to  be  more  promoted 
by  making  any  article  at  home  than  by  importing  it  from  abroad.-    Com- 
merce depends  on  an  exchange  of  equal  value.     We  can  import  nothing 
for  which  we  do  not  pay  in  the  produce  of  our  own  industry;  and  what  pos* 
sible  difference  can  it  make,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  whether  we  apply 
our  own  labor  and  capital  to  the  production  of  iron  or  the  manufacture  of 
woollen  and  cotton  goods,  or  in  producing  the  cotton,  rice,  or  tobacco,  the 
flour,  or  any  thing  else  which  we  exchange  for  foreign  iron  or  cloth?    Is  it 
not  cheaper  and  better  to  exchange  the  productions  of  our  soil  for  the  silks 
and  wines  of  France  than  to  manufacture  those  articles  ourselves?  And  why? 
Because  with  the  same  labor  and  capital  we  can  purchase  more  silk  and  more 
wine  in  France  than  we  could  produce  at  home.     If  it  were  otherwise,  it 
would  require  no  tariff  to  induce  us  to  raise  these  articles.     The  conclusion 
is  irresistible,  that  manufactures  are  only  desirable  when  a  country  is  so  far 
prepared  for  them  that  they  are  found  to  be  a  more  profitable  pursuit  than 
agriculture  or  commerce;  and  when  they  are  found  to  be  so,  that  species  of 
hisiinct  which  draws  men  from  a  less  to  a  more  profitable  pursuit,  will  very 
soon  build  up  those  manufactures  for  which  the  country  is  prepared.     W 
one  thing  the  committee  are  well  apprised,  that  so  long  as  the  revenue  of  the 
country  is  collected  from  duties  upon  imports,  the  amount  wanted  for  the 
ordinary   expenses  of  the  Government  would  afford,  incidentally,  a  most 
abundant  protection  for  any  article  of  domestic  manufacture  for  which  v*"^ 
are  at  all  prepared,  or  which  could  be  maintained  without  imposing  a  per- 
manent and  injurious  charge  upon  the  country. 

The  committee  annex  hereto  three  papers,  marked  E,  F,  and  G,  which 
were  intended  to  be  appended  to  their  report,  and  which  were  accidentally 
omitted.  Appendix  E  and  F  relate  to  the  number  of  persons  employed  jn 
the  manufacture  of  iron. 
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APPENDIX. 


8391 

pounds. 

4504 

3492 

2112 

1192 

1123 

296 

114 

B. 

Quaniiiy  qf  English  common  iron  taxed  from  159  io  282  per  cent. 

As  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  in  their  report, 'have  pronounced  com- 
lOD  English  iron  to  be  <<bad/^  your  memorialists  will  be  excused  for  here 
laerting  a  set  of  experiments  on  the  strength  of  the  various  malleable  me- 
ilfly  given  in  the  works  of  different  French  and  English  scientific  writers 
%  mechanics,  incontestibly  establishing  the  relative  cohesive  properties  of 
lese  metals,  and  fully  verified  by  the  practical  experience  of  several  of  your 
lemorialists.  These  experiments  are  on  the  suspension  of  metallic  bars, 
Be  quarter  of  an  inch  square,  and  six  inches  long,  and  show  their  respective 
ibesive  strength,  expressed  in  the  number  of  pounds  which  each  bar  of 
tetal  would  hold,  namely: 

Cast  steel,            -            -  .    -  - 

Swedish  iron,  (proper  to  make  steel  of,)    - 

Ot|ier  descriptions  of  iron, 

Wrought  copper,              -  -  -      "^      - 

Cast  copper,         -            -  - 

"Yellow  brass,       .            -  -  -            . 

Cast  tin,               -            -  -  -            - 

Cast  lead,             .            -  -  .            . 

Bj  the  foregoing  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  lead,  the  toughest  of  all  the 
eCals^  possesses  least  strength  of  cohesion;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  eaSt 
eel^  the  most  brittle  of  the  malleable  metals,  possesses  in  the  highest  de- 
!ee  strength  of  cohesion.  Accordingly,  in  the  application  of  the  mallea- 
lei  metals  to  the  various  purposes  of  business,  their  cohesive  strength,  as 
ell  as  their  toughness,  have  their  respective  values;  and  in  the  same  metal — 
lat,  for  example,  which  your  memorialists  exclusively  work  up,  namely, 
on — these  opposite  properties  are  found  advantageous,  and  arie  respectively 
imed  to  the  best  practical  account.  Hence,  from  its  superior  toughness, 
ponbh  iron,  by  all  competent  judges,  would  be  preferred  for  rivets,  bar- 
tons, and  other  articles,  in  which  toughness  is  principally  required;  and 
Bst  in  point  of  excellence,  for  the  same  uses,  the  best  Americi3in  iron 
mid  be  selected.  For  implements  of  husbandry,  crowbars,  cut  nails,  and 
ihst  articles  requiring  stiffness  and  resistance  against  friction,  Swedish  iron 
I  the  best  adapted  for  these  purposes.  For  sheet  and  rod  iron,  on  account 
f  its  superior  ductility,  Russian  iron  is  generally  preferred.  English  iron 
I  preferred  for  various  purposes,  on  account  of  the  decided  superiority  it 
possesses  in  various  qualities;  in  chains ,  and  anchors,  from  its  superior 
trength  of  cohesion,  its  great  excellence  in  welding  or  uniting,  and  surpass- 
ug  every  other  known  iron,  both  in  this  latter  quality,  and  in  its  power 
>f  resisting  rust  or  corrosion,  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  dampness  or 
itsh  or  salt  water,  for  more  than  a  double  period  of  time;  in  rails  for  rail- 
"wrays,  spikes,  and  bolts,  on  account  of  the  superior  manner  in  which  it  is 
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prepared  in  all  the  various  forms  required^  as  well  as  from  its  acknowledged 
superiority  in  durability;  and  for  wheel  tires,  for  the  same  properties,  as  wdl 
as  from  the  greater  evenness  with  which  it  is  always  drawn.  From  the  va- 
rious qualities  above  enumerated,  American,  Swedish,  and  Russian  iron,  all 
manufactured  by  hammering,  and  English  and  some  American  iron  manu- 
factured by  rolling,  of  the  common  sizes,  are  all  sold  in  this  market  at  near- 
ly the  same  price,  to  wit,  at  about  $5  per  cwt,  Spanish  iron  being  not 
much  used  or  known  here. 

Duty  on  iron  of  small  sizes. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  alleges  that  your  petition- 
ers complained  of  the  hardship  of  purchasing  small  sizes  of  iron  at  the 
high  price  arisine  from  the  duty  of  3i  cents  per  pound  on  it;  which,  the 
committee  rema^rk,  <*  if  incurred  to  any  considerable  extent,  must  be  alto- 
gether voluntary,  as  the  iron  may  be  imported  in  bars  of  a  large  size,  and 
converted  into  those  of  a  lesser  size  in  this  country  at  a  very  small  ex- 
pense;'' and  refer  to  the  rolling  mills  <<  which  have  been  in  operation  for 
several  years  in  the  county  of  Morris,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,**  and 
elsewhere,  where,  the  committee  assert,  * '  common  bar  iron  may  be  convert- 
ed into  bars  and  bolts  of  the  smaller  size  at  a  small  expense.**     Now,  your 
memorialists  must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  replying  to  this  statement  of  the 
committee  of  the  Senate,  that  the  hardship  they  complained  of,  arising  from 
the  duty  in  question,  is  "not  on  their  part  ^^voluntarily*'  incurred,  and  for 
the  reasons  which  they  proceed  to  give.     First — Iron  of  the  small  sizes, 
paying  3)  cents  per  pound  duty,  is  still  imported  and  purchased  by  many  of 
your  memorialists,  although  these  small  sizes,  manufactured  in  this  oonntry, 
receive  a  bounty  or  **  protection**  equivalent  to  the  duty.     This,  your 
memorialists  clearly  conceive,  proves  that  th^  statement  of  the  committee 
of  the  Senate  is  not  borne  out,  and  is  certainly  at  variance  with  all  their  ex- 
perience upon  a  point  in  which  they  cannot  be  mistaken;  for,  notwithstanding 
the  many  mills  erected  for  rolling  iron  of  these  small  sizes,**  spoken  of  by 
the  committee  as  being  done  *<at  a  small  expense,'*  your  memorialists  still 
find  their  advantage  in  purchasing  the  imported  article  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion, subject  to  the  heavy  duty  in  question,  as  well  as  the  other  charges  of 
importation.     Secondly. — Your  memorialists  will  add  that  some  of  them 
have  actually  paid  the  American  manufacturers  $25  per  ton  for  rolling  iron 
of  one  inch  and  under  into  five-eighths  of  an  inch,  and  from  the  same  sizes 
into  half  an  inch,  930  per  ton;  whilst  the  former  sizes,  of  five-eighths  of  an 
inch,  only  cost  the  manufacturer  of  hardware  in  Great  Britain  $2^  33  per  ton; 
and  the  latter  sizes,  of  half  an  inch,  only  £27  77.     Hence  it  is,  that  from  our 
own  present  absurd  duties,  that  on  all  sizes  of  rolled  iron  above  half  an  inch, 
the  British  manufacturer  is  enabled  to  import  in  the  United  States,  in  the 
form  of  hardware,  a  ton  of  iron,  at  the  rate  of  jS28  83,  including  duty;  and 
that,  on  all  sizes  of  rolled  iron  of  half  an  inch,  he  is  also  enabled  to  import 
into  the  United  States,  in  the  same  form,  a  ton  of  iron,  at  the  rate  of  S35  S9f 
including  duty ;   the  discriminating  duties,  in   favor  of  the  British  manu- 
facturer, being,  on  all  sizes  of  iron   over  half  an  inch,  $Zl  50,  and  on  half 
inch,  S70  77  j;  the  duties  on  hardware  manufactured  of  the  smaller  sizes  of 
iron  being  only  one-eleventh  of  what  they  are  on  iron  as  a  raw  material, 
and  on  hardware  made  of  larger  sizes  about  one-sixth:  thus  excluding   such 
of  your  memorialists  as  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hardware  from 
•any  thing  like  a/air  competition  with  the  same  articles  brought  by  the  Bri- 
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ish  importer  into  our  own  market!  Some  of  your  memorialista,  besides, 
ave  been  informed  by  owners  of  the  largest  and  best  rolling  mills  ^\m  Uiis 
>untry,"  that,  at  the  present  prices,  they  are  by  no  means  desirous  to  con- 
ert  common  bar  iron  into  bars  and  bolts  of  the  smallest  sizes,  notwithstand- 
ig  the  declaration  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  that  your  memorialists' 
reference  of  the  imported  iron  of  this  description  '^must  be  altogether 
oluntary." 

Effect  of  the  high  duty  on  the  smaller  sizes  of  rolled  iron. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  19, 1828,  provides  that  bar  or  bolt 
t)n,  when  maknifactured  by  rolling,  and  above  half  an  inch   diamater,  shall, 
n  its  importation,  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  $S1  per  ton;  and  iron  of  the 
ame  description,  but  of  smaller  sizes,  subject  to  a  duty  of  $1B  40  per  ton. 
Vhat  led  theframers  of  the  law,  in  this  section  of  the  act,  to  give  such  a  de- 
ided  monopoly  to  the  manufacturers  of  hardware  and  ironmongery  at  Shef- 
eld  and  Birmingham,  is  what  your  petitioners  are  not  able  to  state;  but 
hey  know  and  feel  Uiat  such  is  the  effect  of  the  provision  in  question.     This 
iew,  moreover,  can    be  clearly  made  manifest  from  the  following  state- 
nents  of  a  few  of  the  many  articles  which  can  be  imported  at  and  under  the 
iresent  cost  of  bar  iron.     By  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
f  the  5th  of  February,  1830,  transmitting  statements  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  &c.  &c.  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
tepresentatives,  it  will  be  found,  at  page  88  of  that  document,  that,  in  the 
Iscal  year  1828-'9,  there  was  imported  into  the  United  States  65,896  pounds, 
f  hammers  and   sled|;es  for  blacksmiths^  valued  at  C3,049,  equivalent  to 
k  6Ql  per  cwt.,  which  is  93i  cents  below  the  cost  of  bar  iron  in  this  mar- 
;et,  exclusive  of  duty,  and  of  which  only  2,097  pounds  were  re-exported; 
o  that  63,799  lbs.  of  hammers  and  sledges  have  been  imported,  during  th& 
rear  mentioned,  for  the  use  of  the  American  manufacturers  of  these  very  ar- 
ides.     Wheel  tire,  which  your  memorialists  in  their  former  petition  assert- 
kI  could  be  imported,  and  since  that  time  has   actually  been    imported  in  a 
inished  state,  for  about  044  17;  whilst  bar  iron,  suitable  for  this  purpose^ 
s  now  selling  at  about  £90  per  ton — more  than  double  the  price  of  what  it 
iosts  when  imported  in  a  manufactured  state  from  a  foreign  country !     Fry- 
ne  and  dripping  pans,  both  in  part  and  in   whole  manufactured,  are  now, 
LM  ever  have  been  imported,  duties  and  all  other  charges  included,  at  a  less 
)rice  than  the  cost  of  the  sheet  iron.     Tea  trays,  of  large  sizes,  made  of 
louble  rolled  sheet  iron,  with  only  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can  be  import- 
^,  duties  and  other  charges  included,  at  $83  72  per  ton;  whilst  the  iron 
required  for  the  same  purposes  is  selling  at  double  the  price,  namely,  at  from 
Sl60  te  0170  per  ton.     Tea  trays  of  the  above  descriptions,  therefore,  can^ 
md  no  doubt  will,  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  to  be  converted  into 
ttove  doors,  blowers,  coal  scuttles,  &c.,  as  well  as  an  almost  infinite  number 
}f  other  articles  of  foreign  manufacture,  as  a  raw  material,  to  be  applied  not 
3Dly  to  the  same,  but  various  other  purposes,  unless  the  present  exorbitant 
luties  on  bar,  sheet,  hoop,  and  rod  iron,  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  rate  with 
lie  duties  now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  hardware.      Again:    Wire 
No.  18  is  imported,  which  costs  four  pence  sterling  per  lb.,  or  £37  6s.  8d. 
iterling  per  ton,  at  par,  equivalent  to  -            -            -    0165  00 
rhe  duty  thereon,  at  10  cents  per  pound,  is    -            -       224  00 
Making  the  cost  of  a  ton  of  wire  No.  18,  duty  included, • 0389  00 
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Knitting  needles,  of  the  same  material,  are  imported,  which  cost  five  pence 

sterling  per  pound,  or  per  ton  equivaleat  to  -  -  •  Sl94  00 

The  duty  thereon,  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  is  -  -         52  37 

Making  the  cost  of  a  ton  of  knitting  needles,  duty  included,—  ^246  37 

By  the  above  statement,  it  is  then  manifest  that  a  protection  is  given  to 
the  manufacturers  of  knitting  needles  at  Birmingham  and  Sheffield,  by  the 
duty  in  question,  amounting  to  tSl42  63  per  ton;  and  granted,  too,  by  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity,  as  is 
alleged,  with  the  known  wishes  and  earnest  solicitations  of  masters  and  own- 
ers of  American  forges  and  furnaces,  and>  what  is  well  >vorthy  of  note,  be- 
lieved by  them  calculated  to  protect  American  industry!     And  these  obser- 
vations are  equally  applicable  to  wire  fenders,  sieves,  and  every  other  de- 
scription of  manufactures  from  iron.     Again:  Hammered  nails,  that  now 
pay  the  exorbitant  duty  pf  five  cents  per  pound,  are  nevertheless  almost 
exclusively  imported,  because  the  present  duty  on  nail  rods  is  so  enormous 
as  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  competition  between  the  domestic  and  foreign 
manu&cturer.     This   last  remark  the  following  statement  will  establish: 
The  cost  of  120  lbs.  of  nail  rods,  at  Birmingham  or  Sheffield,  is  less  than  six 
shillings  and  three  pence  sterling,  or,  at  par,  $1  37);  120  lbs.  being  required 
to  produce  100  lbs.  of  nails,  that  is  to  say,  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  100 
lbs.  of  nails,  viz.  120  lbs.  of  nail  rods,  in  England,  is    -  -     $1  37i 

The  cost  of  3  bushels  of  slack,  (coal,)  at  3  pence  per  bushel,  is   -*  I6i 

The  present  duty  is  5  cents  per  pound,  or  -  -  -        5  00 

Making  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  100  lbs.  of  nails,  duty  in-      »— — — 

eluded,  to  the  English  manufacturer,  -  •  -  -     8  6  54 

On  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  iOO  lbs.  of  - 

nails,  viz.  120  lbs.  of  nail  rods,  in  the  United  States,  is  -         6  60 

The  cost  of  3  bushels  of  cbal,  at  28  cents  per  bushel,  is  -  -  84 

Add  to  this  the  loss  arising  from  difference  of  facility  in  work- 
ing, from  its  inferior  ductility,  equivalent  to  one-tenth  of  the 
labor,  say       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  80 

Making  the  cost  of  raw  material  and  difference  of  labor  of  100 

lbs.  of  nails,  to  the  American  manufacturer,   -  -  -     8  7  74 

A  difference,  in  point  of  cost,  between  English  and  American  raw  mate- 
rials, for  the  manufacture  of  100  lbs.  of  nails,  equivalent  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty  cents.  This  loss  to  the  American  nailer  is  caused  by  the  American 
iron  maker  not  practically  understanding  the  business.  The  cost  of  the  iron, 
as  compared  with  the  amount  of  labor,  profit,  coal,  &c.  is  as  seven  to  Ihir^- 
five,  or  about  one-fiflh.  At  this  rate,  the  duty  on  nails  ought  to  be  one-fiiih 
on  the  iron,  and  four-fifths  on  the  nails,  to  place  the  nailer  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  ironmaster;  but  as  we  have  averaged  the  cost  of  the  iron  at 
one-third,  and  the  labor  and  coals  at  two-thirds,  your  memorialists  will  pur- 
sue the  same  calculation.  Now,  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  being  the 
duty  rods  arc  subjected  to,  the  duty  on  nails,  at  the  same  ratio,  should  be 
twelve  cents  and  six  mills  per  pound,  which  at  once  appears  so  extravagant, 
that  no  intelligent  man,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  could  be  found  its  advocate. 
But  reduce  the  duty  on  rods,  the  raw  material,  to  a  fair  proportion  with  the 
duty  now  imposed  on  nails,  and  you  at  once  transfer  the  making  of  nails 
from  the  British  to  the  American  manufacturer,  and  the  importation  of  nail 
rods  will  certainly  increase  in  the  same  proportion  that  the  importation  of 
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irease;  but  your  memorialists  are  further  warranted  in  adding^ 
s  increased  consumption,  of  American  nails,  the  supply  of  fo- 
st  necessarily  be  increased  also.  During  the  fiscal  year  1828-'9y 
226  tons  of  rods  make  into  nails;  the  first  cost  of  these  226 
brm  of  rods,  is  known  not  to  exceed  27,388  88;  now  if  ff^ur 
deduct  this  latter  sum  from  the  whole  amount  paid  to  the  Bri- 
turer  of  the  226  tons  in  nails,  namely,  £36,723,  it  will  leave 
zts.  This  last  na^ied  sum,  if  the  duties  were  equalized  in  the 
pointed  aut,  would  give  employment  to  as  many,  if  not  more 
ilers,  thac  it  now  does  to  the  British.  It  is  known  to  your 
from  the  same  inequality  in  the  duties  here  alluded  to,  that 
re  actually  becoming  an  article  of  importation,  which  heretofore 
t>een  made  by  American  smiths,  and  the  cost  of  which,  include 
d  other  charges,  will  not  exceed  the  present  price  of  bar  iron* 
iter  and  other  descriptions  of  casks  can  be  imported,  duties 
ncluded,  at  $57  per  ton,  being  jS21  40  less  than  the  duty  on 
trial  of  which  they  are  made.  Hence  a  cooper,  by  importing 
dy  riveted,  and  thus  saving  that  part  of  his  manual  labor  on  the 
ve  at  least  one  half  the  cost  of  the  article,  when  imported  as 
'  or  in  its  state  as  a  raw  material.  Thus  it  appears,  whether 
alistfl  have  reference  to  bar  iron  paying  237  per  ton  duty,  or 
oop  iron,  nail  rods,  and  round  or  square  iron,  of  half  an  inch 
paying  278  40  per  ton,  or  wire  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents 
le  result  in  each  particular  case  will  be  the  same,  as  has  just 
nted;  making  it,  consequently,  always  cheaper  to  import  the 
ptions  of  iron  m  a  manufactured  than  in  a  raw  state,  and  thus 
nerican  artisans  of  employment,  to  which  they  are  so  well  enti- 
injury  to  the  consumers,  to  the  same  extent,  on  these  descrip- 
and  now  not  in  any  manner  benefitting  the  masters  and  owners 
forges  and  furnaces.  Your  memorialists  cannot  perceive  why 
9n  of  one  article  of  hardWare  should  be  considered  an  evasion 
I  duty  on  bar  iron  more  than  another,  as  it  is  equally  applicable 
ription  whatever,  whether  subject  to  ad  valorem  or  specific  du- 
he  committee  of  the  Senate  contend  that  ^Hhere  are  many  arti- 
are  upon  which  there  should  be  an  increase  of  duty,  particularly 
ws,  mentioned  in  the  petition,"  as  in  opposition  to  all  the  above 
pported  as  it  is  by  the  clearest  and  best  established  facts.. 

^portion  between  the  duties  on  the  raw  material  and  the 

manufactured  article. 

littee  on  Manufactures  in  the  Senate  remark,  that  *<they  are  of 
he  petitioners,  that  there  should  be  justa  proportion  between  the 
lar  iron  and  those  upon  hardware;  but  that  this  proportion  can 
lerly  attained  by  increasing  the  duties  upon  hardware  than  by 
n  upon  iron,  as  this,  without  injuring  the  manufacturer  of  iron, 
:  the  manufacturer  of  hardware;  but  this,  it  seems,  the  petitioners 
wish. "  Had  the  committee  been  well  acquainted  with  the  prac- 
the  duties  on  iron  and  hardware,  in  relation  to  their  operation 
:,  and  of  course  that  no  duty  on  hardware,  short  of  that  on  iron, 
ict,^^  as  it  is  called,  the  manufacturer  of  hardware;  and  the  duty 
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on  iron  has  already  been  shown  to  be  from  159  to  282|  per  cent,  or  an  auc- 
mentation  of  from  six  to  eleven  times  the  present  rates  of  duties  on  hank 
ware,  which  your  memorialists  would  not  only  consider  impracticable,  but 
altogether  unjust,  they  having  no  other  object  in  the  relief  they  now  pray&r 
thdPto  be  enabled  to  bring  their  own  industry  into  fair  and  equal  compete 
tion  with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  which  the  present  exorbitant  dutiesxM 
the  raw  materials  they  make  use  of  wholly  prevent,  and  which,  they  troi^- 
must,  from  the  statements  already  presented,  clearly  appear.  Your  memo- 
rialists will  be  excused  for  once  more  repeating,  that^  as  long  as  the  duty 
on  the  raw  material  is  higher  than  that  on  the  manufactured  article,  so  looc 
will  the  foreign  manufacturer  keep  possession  of  the  market.  Moreover,  u 
the  duty  on  hardware  should  be  raised  above  its  present  rates,  so  far  from 
benefitting  any  class  of  your  memorialists,  it  would  only  tend  to  substitute 
hemp,  leather,  wood,  and  other  cheap  materials,  for  the  iron  which  is  now 
used.  On  the  other  hand^  a  fall  in  the  prices  of  iron,  consequent  upon  a  re- 
duction of  duties,  would  materially  extend  its  use,  and  promote  its  furthor 
consumption;  and  thus,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the  business  of  your  memo- 
rialists would  necessarily  be  increased,  the  whole  country,  in  the  capacity 
of  consumers,  would  feel  its  benefits.  And  your  memorialists  will  here  be 
permitted  further  to  remark,  upon  the  authority  of  all  experience,  that  a 
nation  which  excels  in  the  production  of  cheap  iron,  which  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  the  freest  and  most  unlimited  competition,  must  excei  in 
all  the  useful  arts. 

The  Committeeo  ft  he  Senate  state,  that  **  They  have  received  no  inform- 
ation to  convince  them  that  these  articles,  to  wit,  axes,  adzes,  drawing 
knives,  cutting  knives,  sickles  or  reaping  hooks,  scythes,  spades,  shovels, 
bridle-bits,  squares  of  iron  or]  steel,  steelyards,  scale  beams,  socket  chisels, 
vices,  and  wood  screws  are  not  sufiiciently  protected."  Your  memorialists, 
in  their  former  petition,  did  not,  nor  do  they  now,  ask  for  any  additional 
burden  to  be  laid  on  the  consumer  of  the  above  articles;  but  they  conceiTe 
that  the  fact,  as  stated  by  the  committee,  furnishes  satisfactory  proof  that 
the  manufacturer  of  the  domestic  is  not  on  as  favorable  a  footing  in  the 
American  market  as  the  manufacturer  of  the  same  foreign  article.  The 
committee  acknowledge  a  duty  of  95  per  cent  on  raw  iron,  which  ^o^r 
memorialists  believe  they  have  already  shown  to  be  from  159  to  282i  per 
cent. ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  report  of  the  committee  states  that  they  have 
received  no  evidence  that  the  articles  just  enumerated  are  not  sufficiently 
protected.  Now,  to  your  memorialists^  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that 
three  tons  of  iron  in  the  form  of  hardware  can  be  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  far  as  the  duties  are  in  question,  at  the  same  cost  as  one  ton  of 
iron  in  its  raw  state,  according  to  the  very  statements  furnished  by  the  com- 
mittee themselves.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  from  six  to  ten  tons  can  be  im- 
ported, in  the  state  of  hardware,  for  one  ton  in  its  raw  state.  In  averapog 
the  duty  of  {878  40  per  ton  with  that  of  jl37  per  ton,  suppasing  the  duty  on 
hardware  to  be  35  per  cent,  it  evidently  appears  that  the  views  presented 
by  your  memorialists  could  not  have  been  entirely  understood  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate. 

Quantiiy  of  iron  annxAaUy  imported  into  the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  the  Senate  remark,  that  "There  must  evidently  be  a 
mistake  in  the  statement  of  the  petitioners,  that  there  are  annually  imported 
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i><^0(K>  tons  of  hammered  bar  iron."  In  reply,  your  memorialists  beg 
k|^Te  to  observe,  that  the  committee  have  not  clearly  comprehended  the 
vfews  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  this  part  of  your  memorialists'  petition. 
16»ur  memorialists  have  therefore  now  taken  considerable  pains  in  procuring 
^|0umentB  and  information  from  different  sources,  which  enable  them  to 
jlgicnt,  as  they  hope,  an  entirely  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  same  fact, 
j|r  least  as  (ar  as  the  subject  will  admit  of  elucidation.  In  the  first  place,  a 
^pantity  of  iron  contained  in  any  given  quantity  of  hardware,  paying  ad 
i^iorem  duty,  cannot  be  come  at  in  any  other  way  than  by  estimating  it  as 
fMtning  an  aliquot  part  of  the  first  cost,  which  your  memorialists  estimate 
at  one-third.  But  should  it  be  here  urged  that  this  rate  is  too  high,  it  then 
is  manifest  that  your  memorialists  will  have  underrated  their  own  labor,  and 
consequently  would  be  greater  losers.  Proceeding,  then,  on  this  basis,  the 
follouriog  results  are  obtained,  namely — 

Imports  of  hardware  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  d5 

per  cent.  -  •  -  -  -  -      02,725,430 

Imports  of  hardware  paying  a  duty  of  from  30  to  40  per  cent, 

say  35  per  cent    ----.--  440,201 

Imports  of  hardware  paying  specific  duties,  -  -  180,515 

The  whole  amount  of  hardware  imported  during  the  fiscal 

year  1828--'9,       .--...       «3, 346, 146 

The  raw  material,  iron,  contained  in  the  above  hardware,  amounted  to 
33,9391  tons,  paying  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent  on  the  first  cost 
of  the  iron,  which  was  223  33  per  ton,  showing  that  each  ton  of  iron  of 
this  description  has  actually  been  introduced  into  the  United  States  at  the 
rate  of  $5  50  per  ton,  or  within  a  small  fraction  thereof.  Hence,  the 
above  38y939i  tons  must  have  paid,  in  duties,  the  sum  of  -  0214,167  25 
The  hardware  subject  to  specific  duties  contained  6,289^  tons, 

paying,  as  above  stated,  35  per  cent,  or  $S  25  per  ton,  -  52,072  92 
And  2,579  tons,  paying  a  specific  duty,  say  of  $7  per  ton,    -       18,053  00 

The  whole  amount  of  theduty  paid  on  47, 798  tons  in  hardware,  0284,293  17 

Had  the  above  47,798  tons  been  imported  in  its  raw  state  of  bar,  sheet, 
rod,  or  hoop  iron,  the  duty  in  that  case  would  have  been  01,568,526,  esti- 
mating the  duty  at  only  037  per  ton,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  duty 
of  34  cents,  and  the  first  cost  of  hoop,  sheet,  and  rod  iron,  and  in  both  cases 
assuming  the  lowest  duties  and  the  lowest  priced  iron.  At  this  rate,  the 
discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  the  British  manufacturer  was  actually 
11,284,232  83  for  the^scal  year  1828-'9.  We  also  imported,  during  the 
nme  period,  about  3,000  tons  of  sheet  iron,  in  the  form  of  tin  plates,  upon 
wkich  the  iron  contained  in  these  plates,  tin  being  free,  paid  15  per  cent 
Id  valorem,  or  048,648  90.  Now,  had  this  iron  been  imported  into  the 
tFnited  States  in  the  form  of  sheet,  and  had  here  been  tinned,  the  duty  on 
Ac  iron  in  sheets  would  have  been  078  40  per  ton,  pr  -  0235,200  00 
Whilst  in  tin  plates  it  only  paid  the  sum  of  -  -         48,648  90 

Jjtking  a  discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  the  British  tinner,  of  0186,551  10 
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During  the  existence  of  such  a  discriminating  duty,  it  will  be  utterly  im- 
possible to  embark  in  the  tinning  of  iron  in  this  countryi  and^  it  may  be 
added,  furnishes,  if  it  were  required,  additional  proof  of  the  absurdity  of  the 
present  exorbitant  duties  on  the  raw  material.  Of  steel  and  iron  wire,  there 
was  imported  during  the  year  1828-'9,  into  the  United  States,  463,145  lin, 
equivalent  to  206  tons  )  cwt.  2  qrs.  2  lbs.,  on  which  article  the  same  dis- 
criminating duty  in  favor  of  the  British  wire  workers  has  also  been  care* 
fully  imposed,  which  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  previous  calculations 
in  relation  to  knitting  needles.  The  following  is,  therefore,  a  recapitola- 
tion  of  the  quantity  of  iron  imported  in  the  shape  of  hardware,  with  the  du- 
ty thereon  which  it  is  now  subject  to,  namely — 

Hardware  subject  to  the  duty  of  25  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
«  in  which  the  iron  paid  a  proportional  duty  of  $5  50  per  ton,     38,929i  tons 
Hardware  paying  35  per  cent,  duty,  the  iron  paying  $8  25 

per  ton,  ......        6,289i 

Hardware  payine  specific  rates  of  duty,  in  whioh  the  iron  |^ 

pays  seven  dollars  per  ton,  -  .  -  .        2,579 

Tin  paying  15  per  cent.,   in  which  the  iron  pays  f  12  50  |^ 

per  ton,  ......       3,000 

Wire  paying  from  six  to   ten  cents  per  lb.  -  -  206 

Sheet,  rod,  hoop,  and  other  descriptions  of  iron,  paying  3i 

cents  per  lb.         ......       1,1571 

Bar  iron,  rolled,  paying  a  duty  of  J37  per  ton  -  -       3,332i 

Making  the  total  of  the  above  descriptions  of  iron,  all  manu- 
factured by  the  process  of  rolling,  -  -  -     55,514i 
To  which  add  the  imported  hammering  iron,           -            -     29,486 


84,998i 


Making  the  aggregate  quantity  of  iron  imported  into  the 

United  States  during  the  year  1828-'9,  amount  to  -     ^  .,w^^. 

Of  which  amount  there  has  been  re-exported,  in  all  forms        3,654i 

Showing  the  actual  home  consumption  of  foreign  iron  to  be  81,344 
Now,  if  to  this  amount  there  also  be  added  the  quantity  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States,  which,  according  to  the  esti- 
mates of  ironmasters  examined  before  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1828,  was  30,000  tons, 
but  which  an  intelligent  practical  man,  who  travelled 
through  the  United  Stales  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact,  as  tlie  result  of  the  most  careful  inquiries, 
estimates  at  ......       35,000 

The  annual  consumption  of  iron  in  the  United  States  will  be  116,344  tons. 
Of  \heae  35,000  tons  produced  in  the  United  States,  10,000  tons  only 
reach  the  sea-board,  and,  with  the  81,344  tons  of  imported  iron,  make  the 
actod  quantity  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  dealers  in  iron  on  the  sea- 
boardto  be  91,344  tons,  and  25,000  tons  reUined  in  the  interior,  there  to 
be  used.  From  this  sUtement  it  appears,  that,  of  rolled  iron,  ten-elevenths 
were  imported  in  th«^  manufactured,  and  the  remaining  eleventh  in  the  raw 
state;  that  the  quantity  of  rolled  iron,  in  all  iU  various  forms,  compared  with 
hammered  iron,  is  neariy  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one;  that  the  American 
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BSDufiMtared  bar  iron  which  comes  to  the  sea-board,  compared  with  the 
riiiported  foreign  iron  in  all  shapes,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  nine,  or,  out 
tf  90^000  tons,  onlj  10,000  tons;  and  that  the  American  iron,  compared  with 
ixreiga  iroo  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one 
:>  six,  or,  out  of  60,000  tons,  only  10,000  tons;  which  last  named  quantity, 
ccording  to  the  statements  of  the  ironmasters  who  were  examined  before  a 
ommittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1828,  included  every  de* 
cription  of  iron  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  sea-board  of  the  United 
'tales.  Your  memorialists  unhesitatingly  and  solemnly  affirm  that  the  pro- 
Mrtion  ivhich  has  been  granted  by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to  this  very 
[iconsiderable  quantity  of  American  iron,  forming,  as  has  been  shown,  so 
mall  a  portion  of  the  general  supply,  and  the  greatest  proportion  of  which 
s  oi^ned  by  some  of  our  richest  capitalists,  has  not  only  been  severely  and 
ppressively  burdensome  to  your  memorialists,  as  artisans  and  mechanics, 
he  extent  and  prosperity  of  whose  business  are  dependent  upon  the  abundant 
ind  cheap  supply  of  this  important  raw  material,  but  also  to  all  the  consumers 
>f  iroDy  in  its  almost  innumerable  forms,  throughout  every  part  of  the  Unit* 
^  States.  And  your  memorialists  will  add,  that  the  proprietors  of  Ameri- 
can iron  ore  banks,  forges  and  furnaces,  are,  by  the  enactments  in  question, 
themselves  made  to  feel  the  folly  of  such  restrictions,  it  having  already  been 
demonstrated  that  the  effect  of  these  enactments  is  to  cause  iron  to  be  im- 
ported in  various  manu&ctured  forms,  and  thus  lessen  the  demand  for  this 
invaluable  metal  in  a  raw  state,  whether  American  or  otherwise. 

Relief  prayed  for. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  say,  that,  as  the  statements 
in  their  former  petition  were  not  fully  comprehended  by  the  committee  of 
the  Senate  to  whom  they  were  referred,  and  that  as  they  were  and  are 
anxious  to  make  themselves  clearly  understood,  they  must  be  excused  for 
taking  up  so  much  time  with  details  which  cannot  be  practically  known  but 
to  themselves,  and  which,  they  believe,  fully  warrant  the  relief  for  which 
they  now  earnestfy  pray,  namely: 

First  That  all  the  existing  duties  on  pig  iron,  scraps,  boiler  plates,  and 
all  other  iron  in  loops,  slabs,  blooms,  or  any  other  state*  less  manufactured 
than  bar  iron,  be  abolished  or  repealed,  and  the  importation  of  the  same  be 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

^  Secondly.  That  all  bar  iron,  manufactured  by  hammering,  be  admitted 
subject  to  the  duty  of  April  27,  1816,  on  its  importation,  to  wit,  at  the  rate 
of  45  cents  per  cwt 

Thirdly.  That  all  descriptions  of  iron  manufactured  by  rolling,  including 
W,  bolt,  rod,  sheet,  and  hoop,  of  every  size  and  qnality,  be  admitted  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  not  exceeding  that  now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  hard- 
wire, namely  25  per  cent 

Fourthly.  That  wire  of  iron  or  steel,  of  all  sizes  and  numbers,  be  admit- 
ted subject  to  the  same  duty  as  the  manufactures  of  wire  are  now  on  their 
unportation  subject  to,  namely  25  per  cent. 

Fifthly.  That  the  duty  now  imposed  on  rail  road  iron,  when  punched  in 
the  United  Stiites,  be  remitted,  or  a  drawback  of  the  existing  duty  be  allow- 
^  thereon,  on  all  sums  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  existing  duties  on  steel  be  abolished  or  repealed,  and 
^  importation  of  the  same  admitted  free  of  duty. 
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Ally  thett,  thai  jroiir  memorudiats  ask,  is,  that  the  existing  laws  be  so  mo- 
dified that  the  iroo  which  is  now  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware  can 
be  imported  in  a  cruder  state,  aud  thereby  give  equal  advantage  to  your  me- 
■nrialists  with  those  now  enjoyed  by  the  British  in  the  American  mtr* 


STVICTZTRES  m  ike  JUewmrial  qf  «  citizens  qf  the  cUy  and  county 
qf  Pkilmdw^^im,  emgogtd  im  the  tmant{/acture  of  iron,  and  of  thoH 
frirmdfy  io  the  prodmctiam  qfit  im  tkis  country ^^^  prteenttd  to  the  St- 
mate  aid  Hamae  qf  E^peraentatiMes  qftl^  United  States  in  February f 
IS^U  JS^mm  ham  Mertkamt  mmd  arnner  of  Bolting  Mitts  in  PennsyU 
leaMsOy  9414  Feirmary,  1S31. 

Ettclish  iron  is  not  mam  sold  at  the  same  price  as  American  iron;  the  re- 
tail pnee  of  English  being  from  #4  to  ^  50  per  cwt.  and  American  $5  per 
ewt.  HeretofcMre»  the  retail  prices  of  English,  Russian,  Swedish,  and 
Amttricm  were  all  the  same. 

American  iron  varies  much  in  quality.  The  Jhst  q%atity  of  Pennsylvania 
ram  wiM  compare  with  any  made  in  the  world  for  tov^neas  and  nuliea* 
hiUty ;  kmt  this  is  mat  tke  ease  with  it  im  general.  Much  of  the  iron  made 
in  new  Jersey  and  Penn^lvania  is  quite  as  inferior  as  the  En^sh  oomnum, 
partaking  bivdy  of  the  worst  character  of  iron,  namely,  cold  short.  More- 
over^ this  uuenor  descriplioQ  of  iron  has  modi  increased,  owing  to  the 
tariff  of  1SS8,  and  will  further  increase,  if  the  present  exm^tant  rates  of 
dirties  continue. 

The  high  uriff  men  do  not  all  of  them  believe  in  the  stat^nentscontaiBed 
in  their  meu.vNrtal^  inasmuch  as,  notwithstandiogthe  duty,  they  are  import- 
ing largely  6\>m  Liverpool  iron  to  use  in  their  rolling  mills,  and  palm  it  on 
the  public  as  mhmeritan  ironf  Thb  has  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent, 
and  makes  a  better  article  than  much  of  the  American  iron  they  have  used. 
Mu^  of  the  rolled  iron  thrown  on  the  public  from  the  American  mills  has 
been  so  exceeviicgly  brittle  as  to  be  unJU  far  use.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
tnie>  in  the  aggn^i^ate,  that  the  public  are  supplied  with  a  better  article  from 
the  American  milLs^  A  scanty  supply  has  only  been  given,  and  that  at  one 
hundred  per  cent  higher  than  as  good  an  article  could  have  been  import- 
ed for. 

The  petitioners  do  not  notice  Russian  and  Swedes  bar  iron.  The  reason 
Is  obvious,  as  nothing  can  be  said  against  the  quality  of  these  kinds  of  iron. 
Either  of  them  will  compare  advantageously  with  miy  iron  made  here  or 
elsewhere.  For  steel,  it  b  superior,  and  for  nails,  for  making  shovels, 
^>*<tes,  &C.  and  for  general  use.  The  price  of  the  Swedes  iron,  common 
sixess  by  the  last  accounts,  was  JglO  lOs.  sterling,  S44  66.  The  Russian, 
of  the  best  stamps,  jei  I  10s.  sterling,  »51  la  In  Pennsylvania,  the  great 
iron  State,  iron  of  like  quality,  or  best,  is  $S5.  In  no  country  in  the  world, 
except  in  France,  where  the  same  high  Uriff  protection  is  given,  is  iron  so 
high  where  it  is  made  as  in  these  United  Sutes. 

The  greatest  foriunes  made  in  this  country  in  the  iron  manufacture  were 
«n«le  prior  to  the  late  war.     Single  blast  furnaces,  in  New  Jersey,  have 
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cleared  as  high  as  $20,000  in  a  year,  with  a  small  capital,  exclusive  of  the 
real  estate  attached;  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  duty  was  only  from 
5  to  15  per  cent.  There  is  not  much  danger,  therefore,  of  a  reduction  of 
the  present  duties  stopping  those  works  advantageously  situated. 

Actual  prices  of  hoop  iron^  purchased  from  Blackwell  and  M^Farlane 

of  New  Yorky  at  the  times  stated,  viz: 

IS23. 
Nov.      6,  33  bundles  1    inch  Am.  hoop  iron,  20  2  13  at  $112  50  per  ton. 


Do    30 

do 

H 

do 

do 

21 

1 

1 

do 

Dec.   1,  66 

do 

1 

do 

do 

40 

3 

16 

do 

Do    64 

do 

H 

do 

do 

41 

2 

7 

do 

Do  9,  9 

do  i  to  H 

do 

do 

6 

1 

14 

do 

1824. 

June  26y    67 

do 

• 

U 

do 

do 

41 

1  23  at  0115  per  ton. 

Do     4 

do 

li 

do 

do 

2 

3 

21 

do 

July  3,  22 

do 

U 

do 

do 

20 

2 

0 

do 

Aug.  12,  29^ 
Do    23 

do 

11 

do 

do 

20 

1 

25 

do 

do 

u 

do 

do 

20 

2 

14 

do 

Oct  19,  19 

do 

1 

do 

do 

20 

0 

22  at 

120  per  ton. 

Do    36 

do 

u 

do 

do 

31 

1 

11  at 

115  per  ton. 

Do    22 

do 

u 

do 

do 

20 

1 

27 

do 

Do  22,  48 

do 

u 

do 

do 

42 

0 

12 

do 

Dec.   4,  20 

do 

n 

do 

do 

19 

3 

2 

do 

Do  18,  57 

do  1  &li 

do 

do 

43 

3 

18  at 

120  per  ton. 

Do    24 

do 

H 

do 

do 

19 

3 

9  at 

115  per  ton. 

Do  23,  24 

do 

1 

do 

do 

19 

3 

7 

do 

Do    45 

do 

1* 

do 

do 

15 

3 

17 

do 

Do  29y  23 

do 

u 

do 

do 

39 

2 

10 

do 

1825. 

' 

March  18,  81 

do  U  &  14 

do 

do 

72 

3 

5  at 

130  per  ton. 

April  7,  76 

do 

do 

do 

do 

62 

1 

14 

do 

Do  10,  12 

do 

H 

do 

do 

10 

2 

25 

do 

Nov.   5,  46 

do 

1* 

do 

do 

40 

0 

2  at 

140  per  ton. 

Bar  iron  of  the  best  quality,  made  in  Pennsylvania,  was  from  C75  to  $80 
per  ton  during  the  years  1823  and  1824*  In  the  early  part  of  1825,  it  ad- 
vaoced  to  82}  to  85  dollars  per  ton.  In  the  same  year  speculation  raised 
the  price  to  from  100  to  110  dollars  per  ton. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  182S,  the  prices  of  rolled  iron  of  from  2i  to 
3  inches,  was  from  100  to  105  dollars  per  ton;  in  1824,  from  95  to  100 
dollars  per  ton;  in  1823,  from  95  to  100  dollars  per  ton. 

Compare  the  foregoing  prices  with  the  prices  given  by  the  tariff  men,  in 
their  petition,  of  the  same  articles  in  the  list  It  will,  at  once,  exhibit  the 
unfair  and  uncandid  character  of  their  statements  of  prices.  They  have 
Hkcted  the  highest  prices  of  1825,  when  every  description  of  merchandise 
was  increased  in  price,  by  extensive  speculations  both  in  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States,yroi7i  25  to  50 per  cent  above  their  usual  value!  I  will  refer 
to  the  prices  of  cotton,  coffee,  &c.  &c.  during  the  same  period.  They  thus 
falsely  attribute  the  gradual  reduction  from  these  prices  to  the  effect  of  the 
tariff;  whereas,  had  they  commenced  in  their  statement  with  the  prices  of 
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1883  and  1884,  and  the  early  part  of  1885,  it  would  have  ihown  a  reiy 
different  appearance. 

The  prices  of  iron  here  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  prices  m  Ekirope^ 
in  as  much  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  consumption  of  this  country  is  ohtaia- 
ed  thence. 

It  would,  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  invidious  to  remark,  that  the  principal 
movers  of  the  manufacturers'  memorial  are  those  most  deeply  interested  in 
furnaces  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania;  men,  generally,  who  have  real- 
ized large  fortunes  from  their  business,  previous  to  the  last  increase  of  the 
duty  on  iron;  their  wealth  has  given  them  an  influence,  when  the  poor 
blacksmiths,  notwithstanding  their  numbers,  have  been  unheeded. 

Prices  of  American  rolled  iron  purchased  of  Henry  Thompson  ^  agent 
for  General  Ridgley,  of  Maryland^  delivered  in  Philadelphia^  frtt 
of  expense  to  purchaser. 

1824.  Aurust,  §,  |,  li,  1},  and  1§  round,  {  square,  with  small  proportion 

of  i  and  iths  round,  90  dollars  per  ton. 
Octol)er  13,  square,  round,  and  flat    do.     90  dollars  per  ton. 
November  20,  square  and  ftat  do.    ^0  do. 

December  17,  i  round  -  -       92  50       do. 

December  31,  flat  1  Mo  II  by  |  to  i  90  do. 

1825.  February     5,  |,  1  j,  \\  round  iron  90  do. 

The  above  had  also  been  handed  for  your  use,  by  Mr.  Johnson.  With  the 
other  table,  it  now  includes  the  prices  of  every  size,  enumerated  by  the 
iron  masters,  in  their  petition,  and  demonstrates  the  disingenuousness  and 
fallacy  of  their  quotations  of  prices. 


D. 

FRBMCH   PROHIBITIVE    SYSTEM. 


Extracts  from  the  Foreign  Quarterly  Review^  No.  Xtlj  for  Oct.  1830. 

First y  of  the  trade  in  Iron. 

The  iron  masters  were  the  first  who  presented  themselves  at  the  peace, 
to  claim  a  prohibition  of  the  foreign  commodit}'.  They  complained  of  a 
glut,  and  begged  for  protection,  until  it  had  ceased;  the  temporary  pro- 
hibition, as  might  have  been  foreseen,  became  permanent,  and  was  ultimately 
erected  into  a  system. 

*^The  duty  is  of  two  kinds,  that  of  15  francs  per  hundred  killogrammes, 
which  was  imposed  in  1814,  and  which  is  levied  on  irons  fabricated  with 
charcoal  and  the  hammer,  that  is  to  say  on  the  irons  of  the  north,  of  Spain, 
and  even  of  the  Netherlands;  that  of  25  francs,  imposed  so  late  as  1822, 
and  which  is  chargeable  on  the  irons  fabricated  with  coal  and  the  flattener, 
in  other  words,  almost  exclusively  on  the  English  irons."     Enquite. 

"The  Frbnch  iron  was  then  (1814)  at  60  francs  the  100  killogrammes;  but 
as  the  most  accurate  calculation  had  made  it  clear  that  the  iron  masters  could 
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not  afford  to  sell  the  common  iron  below  50  francs  to  get  any  reasonable  pro- 
fit, it  was  understood  that  below  that  rate  foreign  irons  should  not  be  ad^ 
mitted  to  compete  with  ours  in  our  own  markets.  The  northern  irons^  the 
only  one  whose  rivalry  was  at  that  time  taken  into  consideration,  were 

gnerally  sold  in  our  staples  at  the  medium  price  of  36  francs;  a  tax  of  15 
incs  and  (with  the  tenth)  of  16  francs  50  cents  was  added  to  it,  in  order 
that  they  might  not  be  offered  to  purchasers  below  52  or  53.  But  a  few 
years  afterwards,  a  rapid  depreciation,  not  hitherto  warranted  by  better 
conditions  in  the  means  of  production,  having  taken  place  in  the  prices  at 
home,  signalised  the  invasion  of  the  English  irons,  which  being  fabricated 
with  coals  and  the  flattener,  were  sold  in  our  maritime  entrepots  at  the 
moderate  price  of  21  francs;  and  it  was  only  in  1822,  after  two  years  of 
recrimination  and  complaint,  that  it  was  deemed  necessary,  both  to  protect 
our  own  charcoal  fabrication,  and  to  encourage  the  incipient  efforts  in  France 
to  fabricate  with  coal,  to  apply  to  this  particular  species  of  fabrication  a  tax 
of  25  francs,  and  (with  the  tenth)  of  27  francs  50  cents,  which  making  the 
cost  48  or  49  francs,  a  rate  very  near  that  which  had  been  fixed  for  the  irons 
of  the  north,  was  considered  less  as  a  real  aggravation  than  a  rational,  and 
in  some  degree  a  necessary  application  of  the  principle  of  the  tariff  of  1814." 
Bnquiie. 

These  exaggerated  duties  completely  answered  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  imposed.  In  1817,  the  importation  of  bar  iron  alone  was  13,789,014 
killogrammes,  and  continued  to  be  a  prosperous  trade  to  the  importers,  in 
spite  of  the  duty  of  15  francs,  till  1822.  In  1821,  the  importation  was 
13,843,724,  killogrammes.  The  increase  of  the  duty  on  English  iron  was 
immediately  succeeded  by  the  following  decrease  of  imports. 

In  1822,  the  importation  was  only    -  5,069,171  killogrammes^ 

1823,  do  do  -  4,521,656  " 

,      1828,  do  do  -  5,794,942         " 

The  comparative  prices  of  foreign  and  native  iron  now  are  as  follows: 
English  ordinary  iron  ("for  marchandj  could  be  sold  in  a  French  port,  du- 
ty free,  at  207  francs  the  ton ;  whilst  French  iron  would  cost  461  francs  80 
cents;  Swedish  fine  iron,  365  francs;  French,  575;  English  cast,  151  80; 
French,  220.  If  the  greater  value  of  money  in  France,  and  the  sort  of 
g^eometric  ratio,  in  which  a  rise  in  prices  be  felt,  be  added  to  this  estimate, 
it  will  be  found  that  in  practice  the  difference  in  price  is  two-thirds. 

Nothing  is  more  offensive  to  English  eyes  than  the  sight  of  a  door  lock 
or  plough  in  France,  as  all  our  countrymen  well  know.  Bishop  Heber 
says,  that  the  latter  is  not  worse  amongst  the  Hindoos.  The  reason  is  plain: 
until  the  use  of  iron  becomes  more  general,  the  skill  of  the  workmen  will 
remain  stationary.  In  1826,  England  alone  consumed  nearly  700,000  tons 
of  cast  iron,  whilst  France,  with  its  large  population,  consumed  only 
1,750,000  quintals,  or  175,000  tons  of  every  species.  We  leave  the  reader 
to  judge  how  far  high  price  produces  inferiority  in  fabrication. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  French  Legislature  to  favor  the  iron  masters^ 
into  whose  hands  the  diffsrence  of  price  created  by  the  tax  was  intended 
to  &11.  These  expectations  were,  at  first,  fulfilled;  the  iron  masters  made 
large  profits,  and  doubled  their  production  in  the  first  six  or  seven  years 
after  the  peace.  What  was  the  consequence?  Their  thrift  drew  fresh  capi- 
tal into  the  trade.  <<0f  the  93,850,000  francs  of  capiUl  sunk,''  says  the 
Enqu^te,  "  about 47  belong  to  newly  erected  establishments.'* 
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In  spite  of  the  tariff  of  1822^  the  trade  is  not  so  profitable  now  as  it  wal. 
before  that  period.  One  of  the  witnesses,  an  extensive  iron  master  ia 
Champagne,  says:  *<  We  made  some  profit  when  we  sold  at  450  francs  (tto 
1,040  KiUogrammes,)  and  we  are  now  losers  in  seliingat  500,  the  causeof  whidi 
is  that  in  1819  the  banne  of  charcoal  cost  18  francs  3  cents,  while  it  nom 
costs  37  francs  50  cents. " 

This  is  indisputably  one  of  the  most  striking  examples  on  record  of  ths 
uncertainty  of  legislation,  and  of  the  fallaciousness  of  the  faculty  held  up 
to  admiration  under  the  name  of  << common  sense.''  Prohibition  ap- 
pears so  simple,  and  its  effects  so  certain  to  ^^ plain  understandings. ''  With 
a  few  words,  clamor  is  appeased,  and  <<  vastes  indtistries*'  are  created! 
But  they  heed  not  the  little  ground  springs  which  sap  their  edifice,  aod 
bring  its  glories  about  their  ears  As  Mr.  Watt  said  of  ninety-nine  of  the 
fine  inventions  of  those  ingenious  gentlemen,  the  patentees,  some  little  peg 
or  screw  is  sure  to  render  them  useless.  They  forbid  the  importation  m 
foreign  iron,  and  dream  of  creating  a  second  Staffordshire,  a  rival  Birming- 
ham; they  make,  amidst  the  complaints  of  their  prot6g6s,  the  cries  of  the 
perishing  poor,  and  the  bows  of  the  thankful  landlords,  whom  they  never 
once  thought  of  obliging. 

The  onhr  persons  to  whom  protection  is  profitable  are  the  beginners;  but 
their  happmess  is  short,  for  competition,  which  flies  like  an  arrow,  does  not 
tarry  in  coming  up,  and  there  are  very  few,   even  of  the  beginners,  who 
reap  extraordinary  advantages.     The  wider  the  scope  given  by  the  tarifl^ 
the  more  room  lor  neglect,  profusion,  and  hazard.     Of  regular  profits  are 
begotten  prudence  and  thrift;  for  necessity,  and  not  great  gains,  is  the  mothor 
of  industry.     The  money  lost  in   this  way  is  incalculable.     The  report 
shows  that  many  of  the  furnaces  have  been  constructed  with  such  carelesi- 
ness  as  to  expense,  that  <<  the  expenses  of  the  first  establishment''  figure  at 
the  rate  of  36  francs  in  the  cost  price  of  1,000  killogrammes  of  iron,  whiist 
thdy  ought  not  exceed  20.  And  by  whom  have  these  desperate  enterprises, 
these  '<  mincing  speculations,''  to  use  the  characteristic  word,  been  under; 
taken?  By  industrious  capitalists  and  men  of  character?    No:  by  jobbing 
companies,  with  no  reputation  to  lose,  and  no  bankruptcy  to  fear. 

Extracts — Continued. 

Foreign  Quarter ly  Review,  No.  XII,  p.  414.    Published  in  London,  in 

October,  1830. 

1  ' 

VI.  And  what  is  the  general  result  of  this  system,  which  has  now  reach-  1  - 
ed  its  fifteenth  year,  counting  only  from  the  peace?     Are  the  producers  aod  p* 
manufacturers  thriving?  They  answer  with  one  voice,  that  they  are  ruined,  fe 
Are  the  consumers  contented?  Enter  the  cottage  of  the  French  farmer,  reckon  •- 
up  all  the  privations  which  he  has  to  undergo  in  his  clothing,  his  food,  and  ^ 
his  comforts:  enter  his  field,  and  examine  his  miserable  plough  and  his    ^- 
clumsy  cart;  see  the  bits  of  ragged  leather  and  cord  which  supply  the  place      -- 
of  harness  for  his  horses:  he  at  least  cannot  be  content     Does  the  Govera- 


ment  ^ain?  Not  a  sol.  It  loses  all  the  duties  that  the  entry  of  foreign  com- 
modities could  bear ybr  the  revenue,  whilst  it  cannot  inflict  an  excise  in  port 
upon  those  made  at  home,  already  too  dear  from  the  artificial  circumstances 
under  which  they  are  produced.  Is  the  general  capital  of  the  country 
augmented  by  these  <*  vastes.  industries?"    Quite  the  contrary.     It  n  n^' 
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*«e8nrily  decreased  by  the  amount  of  the  difference  in  price,  which  is  in  fact 
completely  tost  Then  who  gains?  Nobody — at  least  nobody  whose  thrifi; 
is  advantageous  to  the  country. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  much  must  be  set  down  on  the  side  of  loss  and 
obstruction  in  the  way  of  industry?  Look  at  the  state  of  the  trade  in  manu- 
factured silk,  one  of  the  staples  of  France.  The  internal  consumption  has 
increased,  for  the  improvements  in  growing  and  manufacturing  the  silk,  and 
the  fall  in  price  of  silk  in  Italy,  have  admitted  of  cheaper  production;  but 
for  the  same  reason  the  exports  ought  to  have  had  a  simultaneous  augmenta- 
tion. Yet,  on  reierring  to  the  tables  furnished  by  the  Grovernment,  we  find 
the  exportation,  if  any  thing,  diminished.  In  1S15  the  quantity  of  silk  ex- 
ported was  1,103,716  killogrammes;  in  1828,  it  was  only  1,065,746;  in  1826, 
it  had  fallen  to  761,757.  The  four  years  subsequent  to  1823,  compared  with 
the  four  preceding  years,  show  a  decrease  of  150,000  killogrammes  in  the  ex- 
portation from  Lyons  to  Germany  alone;  in  1828  and  1829  the  diminution 
was  on  a  still  greater  scale.  The  reason  is  plain.  Exportation  can  be  car- 
ried on  only  on  the  principle  ofigive  and  take — which  appears  so  profound 
a  mystery  to  so  many  good  people.  The  Swiss  formerly  took  their  silk  at 
Lyons,  by  giving  their  cheese  and  herds;  but  being  now  deprived  of  the 
market  for  the  latter,  they  manufacture  for  themselves.  The  canton  of 
Zurich,  which  had  but  three  thousand  looms  in  1&15«  now  possesses  10,000. 
Basle  has  a  large  ribbon  manufacture;  it  is  said  that  the  Swiss  can  undersell 
the  Lionese  at  least  ten  per  cent ,  and  who  can  foresee  what  improvements 
may  suggest  themselves  to  other  foreign  manufacturing  nations?  It  was 
mentioned  in  a  former  number  of  this  .journal,  that  British  silks  had  been  ex- 
ported to  France  eighteen  months  ago,  and  we  read  in  a  French  paper,  not 
more  than  three  months  ago,  that  some  English  silks  had  been  seized  at 
Calais  as  contraband;  and  we  know,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  that 
they  were  sold  at  home  three  years  ago  as  smuggled  French  fabrics.  The 
Germans  bought  their  velvets  in  France  with  their  linens;  since  the  prohibi- 
tion, they  take  their  supply  at  Creiveldt,  in  the  Grand  Duchy,  where  the 
Prussians  have  established  an  extensive  manufactory.  It  has  been  asserted 
that  the  number  of  looms  at  work  in  Lyons  has  dwindled  from  26,000  to 
15,000;  there  may  be  some  exaggeration  in  this  computation,  if  compared 
with  the  present  state  of  domestic  consumption;  but  it  is  beyond  question 
•that  the  export  trade  is  declining,  which  can  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  ope- 
ration of, the  prohibitive  system. 

But  the  embarrassments  in  the  silk  trade,  whether  we  regard  the  import- 
4U!ice  of  the  trade  itself,  or  the  extent  of  the  distress  amongst  those  concern- 
>ed  in  it,  sink  into  insignificance  when  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  wine  trade. 
The  quantity  of  wine  annually  produced  is  forty  millions  of  hectolitres,  or 
a  thousand  millions  of  gallons,  worth  j840,000,000  sterling;  and  its  culti- 
vation and  manufacture  employ  upwards  of  3,000,000  of  persons,  or  taking 
into  the  estimate  their  families,  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  whole  French  popu- 
lation. The  distress  of  the  wine  growers  is  nearly  unexampled.  The 
Moseille  wines  have  been  sold  as  low  as  a  sol  per  bottle;  and  good  claret, 
•under  seizure  for  taxes,  at  three  sols,  in  Bordeaux.  The  merchants  of  Bor- 
deaux, in  a  petition  to  the  Chambers,  which  has  been  the^  subject  of  much 
discussion,  maintain  that  the  distress  is  caused  by  the  privation  of  a  foreign 
market,  which  they  attribute  to  the  prohibition  of  foreign  iron^  The  Com- 
mission d'Enqu6te  impeach  the  allegation,  by  proving  from  custom-house 
documents  that  there  is  as  much  wine  exported  to  the  iron  eountries  now  as 
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before  the  revolution.  The  accuracy  of  these  documents  had  latel} 
questioned^  on  the  authority  of  the  ledgers  of  the  Bordeaux  merchant 
Y^e  think  too  lightly:  custom-house  tables  are  more  trustworthy  tfa 
count  books  now  forty  years  old.  In  fact,  however,  there  is  error  oi 
sides.  It  cannot  be  true  that  the  distress  in  the  general  wine  tr 
caused  by  obstacles  in  the  way  of  exporting  the  wines  of  Bordeaux; 
it  true  that  the  bad  condition  of  the  claret-trade  is  caused  by  those 
cles,  or  that  the  want  of  foreijcn  demand  is  attributable  excJusivdy 
prohibition  f}f  foreign  iron.  The  distress  pf  the  wine  growers,  not 
however,  of  the  claret  than  of  the  Burgundy  and  Champaigne  gn 
might  be  alleviated  by  a  larger  foreign  demand;  but  the  cau9e  of  tl 
tress  lies  partly  in  temporary  over-production,  and  partly  i^  the  dimi 
of  domestic  consumption^  owing  to  the  mischievous  employment  of  so 
capital  under  the  ^^ encouragement  system,''  disabling  purchasers  buj 
largely  as  before.  We  are  confirmed  in  this  supposition  b^  the  tal 
exportation  since  1815,  which  show  no  decrease  in  the  external  tradi 
that  time  to  the  present  In  so  far  as  the  system  has  effected  the  f 
trade^  it  has  prevented  its  augmentation;  this  mistake  is  practically 
portant;  but  it  is  a  momentous  error  to  refer  the  want  of  a  foreign  d( 
to  a  single  and  (compared  with  others)  not  very  important  branch  < 
existing  prohibitions.  To  ascribe  it  to  t^e  restrictions  on  the  iron  tr 
not  only  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  cotton,  the  sugar,  the  linen,  the  to 
the  heaven  knows-how-many  prohibitions,  but  amounts  to  an  impli 
probation  of  the  laws  which  regulate  these  latter  trades.  Which  i 
iron  countries?  England,  Sweden  and  Russia,  for  Belgium  does  c 
port — aiid  of  these  three,  England  alone  produces  iron  in  quantitie 
cient  for  the  pijirchase  of  any  considerable  quantity  of  wine.  But  if  she 
purchasje  them  not  only  with  her  iron*  but  with  her  hardware,  her  a 
ner  muslins,  in  short*  her  manufactures,  if  America  could  take  them 
change  for  corn  and  tobacco,  Spain,  Brazil,  and  the  nast,  for  their  a 
and  Germany  and  Swizerland  for  their  linens  and  their  cattle;  if  the 
ing  natipns  could  purchase  them  with  the  various  commodities  whid 
bave  at  their  di9po3ition,  can  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  vast  extension 
would  ensue  in  t^e  w^ole  trade  in  wine?  And  that  in  a  trade  whi 
mits  of  no  foreign  competition,  for  there  is  but  one  Ai,  one  St  Emili 
Cote  d'Or. 

^nd  why  is  not  this  plain,  this  <<  practical"  course  adopted?  Wh 
sist  in  chasing  a  mere  chimera?  We  can  hardly  believe  that  even  TA 
quier  puts  a  saving  faith  in  the  creed  which  he  upholds,  or  that  M.  < 
Criq  can  be  blind  to  its  consequences;  it  is  but  charity  to  impute  the 
severance  to  the  imbecilitas  frontiiy  that  unwillingness  to  confess 
which  seems  peculiarly  inherent  in  statesmen. 
^  We  firmly  believe  that  the  present  system  cannot  endure.  Each  a 
sive  access  of  over  trading,  (and  the  world  begins  to  learn  that  these  a 
riodical,)  will  weaken  it  more  and  more,  so  that  if  it  be  not  demolisb 
the  legislature,  it  will  crumble  under  the  influence  of  commercial  chai 

•  \  «•»  P«'h*pi»  needless  to  say  that  the  preceding  article  was  written  two  « 
0iontb8  tietore  the  extraordinary  revolution,  which  had  chanj^  the  reignin|^  djn 
France.  Jt  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  change  will  be  the  barbing^  oft  more  liberal  a 
rial  avslsein. 
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"»  MAe  number  qf  persons  employed  in  (he  produciion  and  ma-- 
nnfacture  qf  iron  in  the  United  States. 


^n  a  statement  furnished  hfy  an  intelligent  gentleman  residing 

northern  cities. 

lents  made  befote  the  Conimittee  on  Manufactures  in  1828, 
y  ^of  ifon  produced  in  the  United  States  was  estimated  at  SO^OOO 
^^irtioners  suppose  it  to  be  35,000  tons.     Now^  the  average  price  of 
^  tJie  places  where  it  is  sold  icL  probably,  atK)ut  880  a  ton,  and  as 
^^  a  laboring  man,  in-  any  of  the  States  where  iron  is' produced, 
^9%i mated  at  less  than  9120'  per  atintim-,  rt  wHl  appjear  that  the 
i^H  niatn  would  be  nearly  paid  by  ohe'ton  and  a  half  of  iron.     Now' 
^Wlist  who  embarks  in  this  enterprise  must  have  his  profit,  and  a, 
'  pix>fit  too,  it  will  not  be  far  from  the  truth  to  estimate  the  whole 
(  hands  employed  in  producing  35,000  tons  of  iron  at  17,500, 
^Wo  tonr  for  each  laborer,  including  all  who  are  employed  as' 
^^ttgoiie)^  Wobd  cutters,  smelters,  forgemen,  and  in  all  the  other 
^^Jihom'takitig  the  ore  oiit  of  the  earth  to  the  deiiverv  of  the  iron^ 
Aore  of  tbe  merchant/    From  this  calculation  it  will  be  seen,  that 
dl  the  hands  ens^iBiged  iii  the  iron  business- were  to  be  thrown  out  of 
^^leut  by  tf"  repeal  of  the  entire  duty,  ijuhic/ifis  neither  contemplated 
9iredy  the  number  would  only  bear  a  proportion  to  the  whole  popu- 
rf  the  country'  of  one  to  about  seven  hundred     This,  then,  is  the 
of  the  great  evil,  so  much  talked  of  by  the  friends  of  the  iron  duty, 
m  my  one  believe,  that  if  otie  individual  in  every  seven  hundred' 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  ^tting  his  living  ail  the  other  699' 
^following  some  ptirsuit  which  will  maintain  him  without  taxing  hisr 
\n,  the  injury  would  bto  great  to- the  country?     We  think  not     But 
w  of  the  subject  presents  it  in  a  more  unfavorable  light  than  a  fair 
m  calls  for.     The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  iftr  ileduction  of  the 
«Id  break  up  the  production  of  domestic  iron;     Thh  richer  beds  of^ 
Id  continue  to  be  worked  as  in  former'  times,  when  the  duty  was' 
>  15  per  cent,  although  the  ovvners  mieht  not  make  such  large  pro- 
ndf  on  the  other  hand,  what  intfalculable  benefits  would  not  result 
ring  additional  emplovihent  to' artificers^  in  consetjuence  of  a  reduc- 
be  price  of  iron?     Would  it  be  too  miidh  to  say,  that  many  more 
cs  would  find  employment  by  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  iron,  than 
her  of  laborers  that  could  possibly  be  deprived  of  employment  bjF 
donment' of  barren  and  worn  out  ore  banks? 


II     <  M 
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^  bg  Jdhn  Sarehet  oh  the  qtiantity  of  ih>ii  tHade  in  the  Vnitetf 
r,  {exehtsi^  qf  caet  iron^)  and  the  number  of  hands  employ-' 


fitehell,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Committee  on- 
turee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in.  lB9Sr  (min«tes  of  cwi^ 
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dence,  p.  28,)  says,  that  PeunsylvaDiamanufactures2l,800  tonsof  bar  iroi^ 
by  the  fining  process;  this  process  being  the  only  one  In  use  in  the  Staler 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  New  Jersey,  estimates  the  quantity  made  in  his  section  oT 
country  at  2,750  tons;  (p.  36):  and  Mr.  Keese,  of  New  York,  says,  that 
about  3,000  tons  are  roanufaotured  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Champlain, 
in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vermont;  (p.  24).  Both  the  last  named; 
gentlemen  said  that  the  bloom inje  process  was  that  by  which  they  madeiron 
in  their  parts  of  the  country.  The  aggregate  of  those  three  gentlemeQy  ilt 
27,550  tons  of  iron  made  in  four  States;  but,  from  the  best  information  wr 
have  been  able  to  procure,.  35,000  tons  are  made  in  the  United  States. 

In  Mr.  Jackson^s  testimony,  (p.  37,)  he  says,  that  the  number  of  work- 
men employed  at  one  fire,  is  two  forgemen,  two  colliers,  two  cartmen,  oor 
eoal-stocker,  five  wood^choppers,  and  the  services  of  a  blacksmith  and  car 
penter,  half  the  time,  equal'  to-  one  man;-  in  all,  thirteen  men  to  each  fire^ 
and  that  these  fires  were  capable  of  producing  thirty  five  tons  each,  per  an- 
num, if  sufficient  encouragement  was  afiforded.  From  which  it  appears  that 
twelve  men  are  employed  at  each  ^re,  exclusive  of  the  half  of  a  carpenter 
and  blacksmith.*:  the  employment  of  these  two  last  do  not  at  all  d^end  on 
the  iron  business,  for  reasons  that  will  be  given  hereafter.  And,  as  Mr. 
Mitchell  tells  the  committee  that  the  blooming  process  was  more  expensive 
than  the  refining  process,  I  here  adopt  twelve  men  to  be  employed  to  make 
36  tons  of  iron  per  annum,  or  one  man  to  every  3  tons^.  of  which  number 
two  only  are  mechanics,  (if  the  forgeman's  assistant  can  be  called  one;)  then 
the  whole  number  of  men  employed  at  making  35,000  tons  of  iron,  in  the 
United  States,  is  11,666;  tliis  includes  what  is  called  laboring  men,  as  well 
as  mechanics,  or  such  men  as  do  not  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  any  trad% 
and  only  1,944  of  such  as  can  be  said  to  require  mechanical  knowledge^ 
Now,  let  us  take  into  consideration  what  number  of  blacksmiths  and  others- 
require  mechanical  knowledge,  and,  therefore,  must  spend  their  youth  in. 
serving  an  apprenticeship. 

In  our  petition  of  liist  year,  we  state,  that  one  iron  drawer  only  (taking, 
into  consideration  the  puddling  and  rolling,,  as  well  as  the  forge  process,) 
could  supply  fifty  hardware  manufacturers,  where  all  articles  of  cutlery,, 
and  needles,  are  made;  and,  on  an  average,  in  this  country,  whero  those 
^ings  are  not  much  manufactured,  we  allowed  thirty-four  to  one,  which  I 
believe  not  to  be  overrated.  But  in  this  calculation  I  will  suppose  that 
twenty 'five  hardware  manufacturers  are  kept  at  work  by  one  iron  drawer; 
then  the  number  of  smiths,  of  all  descriptions,  annually^  employed  to  re- 
manufacture  the  iron  made  in  the  United  States,  viz.  35,000  tons,  is  47,500; 
to  these,  coal  burners,  and  coal  miners,  and  carriers  must  be  added.  And, 
further,  the  number  of  smiths  employed  to  remanufacture  the  foreign  iron, 
imported  in  a  raw  state,  viz.  34,000  tons,  rating  as  above  the  number,  will 
be  46,143:  so  that  at  this  time  there  is  93,643  smiths  employed  at  remana* 
facturing  iron  in  the  United  States,  or  in  the  proportion  of  more  than  eig^t 
to  one,  exclusive  of  colliers  and  carriers  of  the  blacksmiths.  Take  Uie 
capital  employed  into  consideration,  and  it  will  be  found  that  it  rates  at  least 
in  the  same  ratio,  that  is,  more  than  eight  to  one.  But  as  the  smiths  are 
scattered  all  overlhe  country,  and  their  establishments  generally  small,  their 
capital  is  not  much  seen. 

There  is  also  employed  in  Great  Britain  men  to  manufacture  47,000  tons 
of  hardware  for  our  market,  of  which  we  shall  8U]:^se  that  we  are  only 
prepared  to  manufacture  35, POO  tons;  leaving  12,000  tons  for  fine  articles,. 
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flUcB  93  needles,  cutlery,  &c.  &c.,  then  47,500  smiths  are  employed,  clothed^ 
■id  fed,  in  Great  Britain,  that  may  and  would  be  employed  in  this  coun- 
try, if  the  law  on  iron  was  modified  as  prayed  for  in  our  petition:  and  the 
ftrmers  of  the  United  States  would  be  employed  to  feed  them,  besides  those 
employed  by  them,  as  tailors,  weavers,  and  colliers,  and  shallops-men  to  carry 
Aenr  coal,  &c  &c  This  is  allowing  each  fire  to  work  up  Sldiibs.  of  iron. 
per  week,  or  52lbs.  per  day  for  one  fireman  and  a  helper,  which  is  far  more 
dian  is  worked  up  by  two  -men,  on  the  average,  as  only  two-fifths  of  the  iroa 
manufaetared  in  the  United  States  comes  to  seaboard.  Supposing,  then,  tha^ 
by  admitting  iron  on  the  footing  set  forth  in  our  petition,  it  would  entirely 
supersede  the  demand  for  those  10,000  tons,  it  would  follow  that  4,666  men 
would  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  that  47,500  would  gain  employ- 
ment: the  gain  would  be  employment  for  42,854,  which,  agam,  give  em* 
j^oyment  to  perhaps  10,000  more. 

Recapiiulaiion  first, — All  the  hands  employed  at  making  iron  in  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Jackson,  including  every 
one  except  the  blacksmith  and  the  carpenter,  is  11,666;  of  which,.  6,000 
are  oat  of  competition. 

Blacksmiths  now  employed,  ...  $3,643 

Blacksmiths  that  would  be  employed,  if  the  duty 
on  iron  was  modified,    -  •  -  •  46,143 


139,786 


To  which  add  fanners  to  supply  the  46,143  now 
located  in  Great  Britain,  with  colliers,  and  the 
other  trades  to  supply  them,  say  1  in  10,  -  14,000 


153,786^ 


Against   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  11,66& 

Excess  of  smiths  over  iron  drawers  and  their  assistants,     -  149,120> 

Of  the  iron  drawers,  or  such  as  have  learned  the  business  of  drawing  iron,ii 
there  are  only  1,944;  whilst  of  blacksmiths,  that  must  serve  an  apprentice- 
ihip,  there  are  139,786  that  may  be  emploved,  if  the  duty  was  modified. 
Under  present  circumstances,  were  a  war  to  break  out,  it  would  not  only  findL 
vswitluHit  iron,  but  without  smiths  alsa 
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■      ^d  Session.  ^  "^ 


MEmORIAL 


or 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MISSODRI, 

» 

7^(  public  lands  may  be  sold  in /arty  aere  traclsy  and  I  hat  quarter  sec- 
iions  may  be  divided  by  east  and  west  as  wcWas  by  north  and  south 
Hnes, 

February  28^  1831. 

Reid»  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tlie  table,  and  printed. 


Jb  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   United  States  £». 

Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri^ 

BiSPECTFULLT   SHBWETH: 

That  in  many  parts  of  the  said  State  the  country  is  so  hilly  and  broken 
and  in  others  water  and  timber  so  scarce^  that  but  very  small  tracts  or  par-^ 
eels  of  lands  suitable  for  farming  can  be  procured  in  one  body;  consequent- 
ly it  frequently  happens  that  persons  wishing  to  settle  in  such  places  can-^ 
oot  get  even  a  small  farm  under  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States^ 
without  entering  a  considerable  portion  of  land  of  no  value.    This  prevents 
the  purchase  and  settlement  of  all  such  portions  of  this  State.     By  an  act 
of  Congress,  heretofore  passed,  it  became  lawful  to  enter  tlie  east  and  west 
halves  of  quarter  sections,  which,  for  a  time,  was  of  great  advantage  to  the 
settlement  and  improvement  of  this  country,  as  well  as  to  the  General 
Government,  by  the  increased  sale  of  public   lands;  -but  the  advantages 
which  couldl  be  derived  from  that  act  have  already  been  obtained,  as  entries 
have  generally  been:  made  of  the  east  and  west  halves  of  quarter  sections, 
where  they  were  considered  suitable  for  farming.     Your  memorialists  re- 
spectfully represent,  that  an  act  of  Cou^^ess  authorizing  the  entry  of  the 
north  or  south   half  of  any  quarter  section,  or  forty  acres  in  any  corner 
thereof,  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  this  State  and  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  many  small  tracts  of  land  would  be  entered  which  otherwise  will 
remain  unsold;  in  all  cases  giving  to  the  actual  settler  the  preference.  It 
would  have  a  tendency  to  mike  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  less  scatterings 
and  tke  settlements,  as  far  as  they  progressed,  more  dense.     It  would  cause 
the  aale  of  much  public  land  now  considered  refuse  and  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion; it  would  give  a  permanent  home  and  interest  in  the  country  to  many 
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poor  familiesy  who  would  otherwise  remain  dependent  tenants,  or  be  com- 
pelled to  remove  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  Without  the  above 
or  similar  provisions  large  districts  df  country,  in  many  parts  of  this  State^ 
would  remain  in  the  condition  of»  a  wilderness.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  wisdom,  justice,  and  liberality  of  Congress. 

JOHN  THORNTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatwti. 

DANIEL  DUNKLIN, 
Presideni  qf  the  Senate. 
Approved,  December  31,  1830. 

JOHN  MILLER. 
The  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  now  on  file  in  my  oflSce. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  my  office,  February  7,  li53L 

[L.  S.1  '    JOHN  C.  EDWARDS, 

Secretary/  of  State,  State  of  Missouri. 
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lai  if»p.  Prench  and  Spaimh  land  claims  may  be  speedily  andequUably 

decided^ 


FXBftlTABT  28,   1831. 
Ready  umI  ordered  to  be  laijd  on  the  tablet  and  i^teic}. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States:  • 

Your  mesr^orialist,  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  respectfully  repre^eut^^ 
that  the  UQCcnfirmed  claims  to  lands  in  this  State,-  under  grants  from  the 
Spanish  and  French  Governments,  continue  to  be  subjects  of  grea^  interest 
to  many  individuals,  and  to  the  State  itself.     It  is  now  near  twenty-eigh|b 
years  since  the  adoption  of  the  treaty  with  France,  by  which  these  claimant^ 
.conceive  they  were  guarantied  in  their  rights  to  these  landsj  and  yet,  to 
this  hour,  claims  to  an  immense  amount  remain  undecided.     Hov  does  % 
course  of  conduct  so  strangely  dilatory  comport  with  thpse  principles  of 
prompt  and  immutable  justice  upon  which  the  republic  professes  to  oase  its' 
policy  towards^all  the  world?    It  is  ccrrtainly  Qot  competent  for  the  Legis* 
lature  of  Missouri  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  these  land 
claims;  but  surely  it  is  right  to  ask  that  they  may  be  speedily  and  finally 
adjudicated.     If  the  individual  claimants  liave  any  just  right,  they  ought 
to  be  confirmed  in  them;  if  they  have  none,  the  pretence  pi  claim  oueht  to 
be  silenced,  and  the  land  brought  into  market,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
iStates,  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  neighborhoods  in  which  they  lie. 
The  unconfirmed  claims  in  this  State,  which  are  reserved  from  sale,  amoun^ 
to  millions  of  acres;  they  lie  scattered  over  the  State  ip  unequal  proportions^ 
some  counties  having  none  in  them,  whilst  others  are  greatly  overspread  by 
them;  they  generally  lie  in  large  bodies,  and  frequently  embrace  the  best 
land  in  the  opunty.    The  evil  which  they  cause  to  our  citizens,  and  to  th^ 
(State,  by  preventing  continuous  settlements,  and  the  erection  of  mills,  &c« 
upon  their  streams,  by  withholding  land  from  cultivation,  by  interruptions 
in  the  roads,  by  not  being  subject  to  taxation,  and  in  a  variety  of  other  ways, 
is  too  manifest  to  need  recapitulation.     In  selecting  a  tribunal  for  the  adju* 
»  dication  of  these  claims,  your  memorialist  would  object  to  the  ordinary 
courts  of  law,  because  their  expensive,  tedious,  and  tedinical  modes  of  pro^ 
ceeding  are  unsuited  to  the  nature  of  these  claims,  and  to  the  ri|;ht8  of  the 
claimants;  for  it  might  be  the  case  that  the  major  part  of  the  claims  should 
have  a  good  foundation  in  equity,  and  yet  could  not  be  sustained  in  a  court 
of  law  and*it  is  quite  certain  that  proceedinge  had  itv  co>i^V'i  ^?  \V?^^'^r^>^ 
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flupermdd  to  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  which  these  claimants  already 
piainy  and  would  cau^  much  further  delay.     It  is^  therefore,  most  n 
niUy  recommended  that  a  board  of  land  commissioners  may  be  ag^  ci 
endowed  with  equity  powers  sufficient  for  the*  purpose  of  doing  fall 
final  justice  between  the  Groyernment  and  the  claimants;  and  that  it  sbaDI 
provided,  that  this  tribunal  diall  adopt  as  its  rule  of  action,  to 
every  claim,  which  the  (rovemment  of  either  Spain  or  France  wouU 
confirmgri,  had  no  transfer  of  the  territory  been  made.  ^ 

JOHN  THORNTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  qf  Bepreaenialwi^ 

DANIEL  DUNKLIN, 

Presideni  qf  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  15,  1851. 

John  Millbb. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  ot  tfie  original  roll  now  on  file  in  my  of 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
[!•.  8.]    seal  of  my  office.     Done  at  the  city  of  Jefierson  the  7th  dqr 
February,  183L 

JOHN  C.  pbWARDS, 
Secretary  oj  State,  State  of  MaMru 
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OENERAI,  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  STATE  OP  MISSOURI, 

'VuUihe  Western  road,  commonly  called  tike  Cun^berland  road,  may 

cross  the  Mississippi  ai  St.  Louis. 


FXIIRUABT  28, 1831. 
RoMb  JBi4  oidefed  to  be  laid  cm  the  table,  and  printed. 


})  the  Congress  qfthe  United  States: 

Tour-  memorialist,  of  the  General  Assembly^  of  Miaaouri,  has   bad 
immamcated  to  them  by  the  GoFernor  of  this  State  a  paper  purport- 
Ig  to  1)0  a  mera<»ial  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to  your  honorable  body, 
riying  that  the  Cumberland  road  may  be  so  located  as  to  crosa  the  Missis- 
ippi  river  at  Alton,  in  that  State,  instead  of  St  Louis,  in  this  State.     The 
tate  of  Missouri  will  not  deny  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the 
late  of  Illinois  (with  which  State  she  is  disposed  to  cultivate  the  most 
riendiy  relations)  to  be  specially  mindful  of  the  interests  of  her  own  citi*  ' 
ens;  mit  this  step,  on  the  part  of  a  sister  State,  forcibly  reminds  Mis^uri 
if  her  obligations  to  assert  the  riehtsof  her  own  citizens  which  are  inyolved 
Q  the  question  at  issue.     It  would,  perhaps,  be  out  of  both  time  and  place^ 
tpon  this  ooeasion,  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  facts  and  arguments  involved 
D  this  controversy;  were  it  otherwise,  it  is  presumed  tl^t  it  woidd  be  an 
asy  task  to  refute  the  arguments  in  the  memorial  from  Illinois,  which 
foold  impose  it  as  a  duty  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
end  the  mighty  energies  of  the  nation  for  the  purpose  of  pulling  down  one 
own,  and  building  up  another  upon  its  ruins,  or  of  aiding  one  to  the  detriment 
i(  another,  instead  of  continuing  to  pursue  that  imiMirtial  course  of  evet\ 
landed  justice  which  has  heretofore  neen  the  rule  of  its  actions.     The  go- 
reming  maxim  in  managing  the  affairs  of  this  republic,  in  all  its  depart- 
ments and  details,  from  the  petty  concerns  of  a  village  corporation  up  to 
the  greatest  concerns  of  the  nation  itself,  has  ever  been,  that  the  Govern- 
meat  should  not  take  cognizance  of  the  affairs  or  interests  of  any  man  or 
Kt  of  men,  or  of  the  interests  of  one  place  in  preference  to  the  interests 
of  another  place,  otherwise  or  further  than  was  necessary  in  pursuing  mea- 
aores  intended  for  the  general  good.     Missouri  is  not  fearful  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Union  is  now  about  to  abandon  maxims  so  long  established, 
^  so  republican  and  salutary  in  their  effects;  and  she,  therefore,  contents 
^^enelf  upon  this  occasion  in  merely  signifying  her  unqualified  disseqt  to 
^  proposition  of  Illinois,  as  subversive  of  the  rights  of  her  citizens  to  a 
9M  extent,  and  as  a  sacrifice  not  demanded  by  the  general  gpod  o{  tK^^'ob- 


.> 
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I  lie     But,  before  ihesulyect  is  dismissed,  your  memorialist  would 

i  to  thp  operation  of  the  proposition  of  Illinois  in  a  single  particular^  i 

\  of  itself,  will  demonstrate  the  unfitness  of  the  proposition.     Suppc 

c^  road  to  be  completed  upon  the  route  indicated  by  the  memorial  fixK 

^    .       nois,  would  not  one  of  the  ends  of  ita  efieativa  be  defeated?    Would  i 

*  great  western  mail  stage,  which  now  runs  tliree  times  a  week,  (wb 

roads  are  passable,)  and  which  will  soon  run  daily,  be  obliged  to  al 

the  road,  made  in  part  for  its  accommodation,  at  some  point  betweei 

dalia  and  Alton,  and  plunge  into  the  deep  add  freduenuy  imfHissaUc 

of  the  country  leadine  on  to  St.  Louis,  the  place  ot  its  destination,  1> 

the  great  national  hipiwi^y  for  tfie  accommodation  ot  a  mail,  which, 

probability,  would  be  carried  upon  the  back  Of  a  horse?    Most  aw 

this  would  be  the  case;  and  the  mail  stages  would  continue  to  suflfer  t 

terruptions  which  no\y  obstruct  their  running  during  nearly  half  the 

JOHN  THORNTON, 

Speaker  qf  the  House  oj  Bmreseniaii 

DANIEL  DUNKLIN, 

President  qfthe  Sent 
Approved,  January  19,  1831. 

John  MiLLBB. 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  memorial  is  »  correct  copy  of  the  origin 
now  on  file  in  my  oftce. 
In  testinioDy  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  bandf  and  affiipd  tfa 
[x.  a.}         ofmyoffiocL    Doneat  tbecity  of  JeftrK>tt,tlie4tbi 
February,  1831. 

JOHN  C.  EDWARDa, 
Seeretartf  qf  State,  State  qfiMssm 
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THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MISSOURI, 

Z%a/  the  N,   and  N.    W.   boundary  may  be  enlarged^  and  a  mounted 
force  granted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the  State^  and  its 
'    trade  with  Mexico  and  the  Indians, 


FsBRUARY  28,  laSl. 

Head,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

The  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missourii 

ilispBCTVirLi.T  shows: 

That  many  inconveDiencies  have  already  arisen,  and  others  are  expected 
to  arise,  from  the  improvident  manner  in  which  certain  parts  of  the  boundaries 
^f  this  Stat^have  been  designated.     When  this  State  Government  was  form- 
^,  the  whole  country  on  the  west  and  north  was  one  continued  wilderness, 
inhabited  by  none  but  savages,  and  but  little  known  to  the  people  or  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.     Its  geography  was  unwritten;  and  none 
of  our  citizens  possessed  an  accurate  knowledge  of  its  localities,  except  a  few 
adfenturous  hunters  and  Indian  traders.     The  western  boundary  of  the 
State,  as  in^i^^ted  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  March,  1820,  and 
adopted  by  the  Constitution  of  Missouri,  is  a  meridian  line  passing  through 
the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same  empties  into 
the  Missouri  river,  and  extends  from  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  thirty-six 
deip'ees  and  thirty  minutes  norths  <<  to  the  intersection  of  the  parallel  of 
latitude  which  passes  through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines.  '^     The  part 
of  this  line  which  lies  norUi  of  the  Missouri  river  has  never  been  surveyed 
and  established,  and  oonsequently  its  precise  position  and  extent  are  unknown, 
his  believed,  liowever,  that  it  extends  about  one  hundred  miles  north  from 
the  Missouri  river,  and  almost  parallel  with  the  course  of  the  stream,  so  as 
to  leave  between  the  line  and  the  river  a  narrow  strip  of  land,  varying  in 
Iveadth  from  fifteen  to  thirty  miles.     This  small  strip  of  land  was  acquired 
1)y  the  United  States  from  tiie  Kansas  Indians,  by  the  treaty  of  the  3d  of 
luoe,  1825,  and  is  now  unappropriated,  and  at  the  free  disposal  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government 

Aware  that  it  has  been  and  now  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  re- 
move the  Indians  yet  remaining  in  the  United  States  to  the  country  west 
^  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  we  eannot  suppress  the  expression  of  our 
^of  the  many  and  great  calamities  which  maybe  brought  upon  this 


[  71  ]  2 

State  by  crowding  our  frontiers,  already  surrounded  by  restless  hordes  of 
native  savages,  with  a  mixed  multitude  of  foreign  Indians,  amounting,  as  we 
are  informed,  to  about  one  hundred  thousand.  The  greater  part  of  the  coun- 
try west  of  this  State  is  destitute  of  wood,  and  poorly  supplied  with  water. 
The  buflalo  haye  disa{>peared  before  the  white  man,  and  have  fled  from  the 
sound  of  the  rifle;  and  such  is  the  growing  scarcity  of  game,  that  even  the 
aboriginal  tribes  of  that  region  are  annually  thinned  by  famine.  The  Go- 
Temment  cannot  be  ignorant  of  their  wretched  condition,  for  the  roelaa- 
eholy  truth  is  forced  upon  the  attention  of  the  nation  by  the  public  officen 
atationed  on  this  frontier.  The  superintendent  of  Indian  aflbirs  at  St 
Louis,  more  than  three  years  ago,  in  an  official  letter  addressed  to  the  Sec^^ 
tary  of  War,  disclosed  a  degree  of  suffering  and  misery  among  our  Indian 
neighbors  inconceivable  to  those  who  are  ignorant  of  their  improvident  hi> 
bits  and  precarious  mode  of  life.  He  declares  **  that  the  living  child  is  ofteo 
buried  with  the  dead  mother,  because  no  one  can  spare  it  as  much  food  u 
would  sustain  it  through  its  helpless  infancy.'' 

If  such  be  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  native  tribes,  what  horrors  mtf 
we  not  anticipate  when  the  frontier  shall  be  surcharged  with  the  jarring  os- 
tions  from  the  interior  of  the  States?  Without  a  system  of  judicious  legisla- 
tion, and  the  constant  interposition  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  Govern  meat, 
war  will  be  the  inevitable  result.  Already  the  official  reports  of  the  War 
Department  manifested  the  inability  of  the  Executive  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  frontier  without  the  intervention  of  Congress;  and  the  necessity  will 
soon  become  apparent,  to  create  a  force,  more  active  and  efficient  than  the 
ordinary  matenal  of  the  army,  to  protect  the  whites  from  the  Indians,  and 
the  Indians  from  each  other. 

If  the  Indian  tribes  alone  were  to  sufier  by  this  policy,  we  should  leave 
them  in  their  misery  to  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  Congress.  But  we,  too, 
are  involved  in  the  evils  of  their  lot  Our  frontier  inhabitants  must  suffer  by 
their  famine,  and  will  be  forced  to  participate  in  their  wars.  If  divided 
firom  us  by  an  ideal  line  only,  those  who  are  beaten  in  war,  or  are  sufiering 
with  hunger,  will  fall  back  upon  our  settlements  for  safety  and  food.  If  theae 
be  denied  them,  or  inadequately  granted,  the  nation  is  at  once  in  a  state  of 
war,  for  the  vanquished  will  flee  from  death;  and  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  the 
principles  of  law  and  the  rights  of  property  to  starving  men  with  arma  in 
their  hands.  When  our  amirs  shall  arrive  at  this  crisis,  we  must  destroy 
them,  or  fall  by  their  hands.  All  experience  proves  that  men  of  such  oppo- 
site habits  and  conditions  cannot  live  in  contact  with  each  other  m  harmony  and 
peace.  Their  discordant  habiu  will  conflict  and  irritate;  the  mingling  of 
their  horses  and  cattle  in  a  common  pasture  will  produce  continued  quar- 
rels;  and  the  imprudence  and  the  crimes  of  individuals  will  provoke  the 
Tengeance  of  communities  already  viewing  each  other  with  mutual  fear  and 
hatred.  This  picture,  it  is  believed,  will  not  be  considered  overcharged;  bat 
if  the  Government,  in  its  wisdom  to  get  rid  of  the  great  difficulty,  coanect- 
ed  with  the  existence  of  Indian  tribes  within  the  ooundaries  of  sovereign 
Sutes,  should  think  proper  to  place  them  on  our  borders,  we  call  upon  the 
General  Government  to  adopt  a  system  of  defence  for  us  commensurate 
with  the  dangers. 

These  considerations  seem  to  us  sufficiently  obvious  to  impress  upon  the 
public  mind  the  necessity  of  interposing,  whenever  it  is  possible,  some  visi- 
ble boundary  and  natural  barrier  between  the  Indians  and  the  whites.     The 
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wtmi  fiwery  bendine^  as  it  does,  beyond  our  Hortherti  Kne,  wiU  afford  that 
ner  against  all  the  Indians  on  the  southwest  side  of  that  river,  by  ex- 
ling  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State  in  a  straight  line  westward,  until 
rikes  the  Missouri,  so  as  to  include  within  this  State  the  small  district 
ountry  between  that  line  and  the  river,  which  we  suppose  is  not  more 
I  sufficient,  to  make  two,  or  at  most  three  respectable  counties, 
side  from  considerations  connected  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
tier,  there  are  other  and  all  sufficient  reasons  for  this  addition  to  the 
e*  Our  western  line,  as  it  is  now  supposed  to  run  from  the  mouth  of  the 
sas,  north,  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long,  and  the  country  is  settled,  and 
ipidly  settling,  to*its  utmost  verge.  The  Missouri  is  the  only  great  high- 
r  of  Uiis  region,  and  the  only  means  of  conveying  its  productions  to  mar 
Without  this  addition,  those  who  may  settle  near  the  northwest 
ler  of  the  State  will  have  a  hundred  miles  of  land  carriage  to  the  near- 
loint  of  their  only  great  road  to  market,  or  will  be  compelled,  in  order  to 
h  the  nearest  point  of  navigation,  to  pass  fpr  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
ugh  a  savage  and  perhaps  a  hostile  country.  A  view  of  the  map  wiU  prove 
position. 

be  district  of  country  in  question  is  repreisented  to  be  as  rich,  as  beauti- 
as  well  adapted  to  all  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  as  any  in  the  west, 
to  abound  in  creeks  and  rivulets  which  SSord  excellent  sites  for  all  the. 
I  and  machinery  which  the  densest  population  and  the  highest  culture 
require.  While  we  consider  that  the  incorporation  of  this  slip  of  coun- 
pvith  Missouri  would  produce  a  considerable  addition  to  the  revenue  of 
General  Government  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein,  and  is  ne- 
iry  to  the  commerce  of  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  and  to  the  peace  and 
ty  of  the  frontier,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  it  is,  in  our  opinion^ 
nvenient  and  unsuitable  for  the  Indians.  Its  contact  with  the  white  settle- 
ts,  with  no  barrier  between,  and  its  proximity  to  the  Delaware  Indians^ 
are  located  by  the  Government  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  forbid 
lope  of  their  subsistence  by  the  chase;  and  the  history  of  our  country 
is  no  example  of  a  savage  community  forsaking,  at  once,  their  heredi- 
habits  and  settled  prejudices,  to  practice  the  arts  and  enjoy  the  comforts 
rilized  life. 

every  view,  then,  we  consider  it  expedient  that  the  district  of  country 
lestion  should  be  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with  the  State  of  Mia- 
;  and  to  that  end  we  respectfully  ask  the  consent  of  Congress. 
Nir  memorialists  further  represent  that  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State, 
iicated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  March,  1820,  and  adopt- 
r  our  Constitution,  is  the  ^mallei  of  latitude  which  passes  through  the 
s  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  extending  on  that  line  from  the  northwest 
V  of  the  State  <<  to  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  the 
river  Des  Moines;  thence,  down  along  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
a  said  river  Des  Moines  to  the  mouth  of  the  same,  where  it  empties  in- 
B  Mississippi  river.''  This  line  is  vague  and  indefinite.  The  country 
e  Des  Moines  is  still  unsettled,  and  comparatively  unknown,  although 
ood  of  migration,  nowpoiunng  into  this  State,  is  rapidly  tending  to  that 
T.  We  are  not  informed  of  the  exact  local  position  of  the  <« rapids  of 
iver  Des  Moines,"  nor  whether  those  rapids  are  occaajoned  by  a  single 
jction  of  the  stream,  so  as  to  indicate  the  precise  position  of  the  line, 
t  produced  by  a  succession  of  shoals,  extending  like  the  rapids  of  the  Mis- 
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•iflsippif  for  many  miles^  And  if,  on  examination,  it  should  be  fou&d  Aat 
the  course  of  the  Des  Moines,  like  that  of  the  Mississippi,  is  disturbed  fay 
different  rapids,  with  long  intervals  of  a  smooth  current  between  them,  it  may 
well  be  doubted  which  of  the  rapids  shall  indicate  our  northern  boundary. 
And  we  consider  it  hishly  important  that  the  line  in  question  should  be 
definitely  settled  and  distinctly  known  before  the  white  settlements,  now 
rapidly  spreading,  shall  reach  the  borders,  and  before  the  poscdbility  of  i 
conflict  with  the  Indian  tribes,  which  we  have  reason  to  ajqirehend,  nay  be 
removed  to  that  frontier.  And  to  that  end  we  respectfully  request  tfast 
Congress  will  take  such  measures  as  to  their  own  wisdom  and  justice  flhsD 
seem  most  proper. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent,  that  the  small  tract  of  country  Ijiog 
immediately  in  the  fork  of  the  Mississippi  and  Des  Moines  rivers,  and  ei- 
tending  to  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State,  when  produced  in  a  right  line 
through  the  Des  Moines  to  the  Mississippi,  has  been  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  by  treaty  of  the  fourth  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  is  now  held  by  the  United  State» 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  half-blood  descendants  of  those  tribes.  It  his 
ceased  to  be  Indian  land,  and  is  held  by  the  nation  for  the  use  of  individuals 
only,  some  of  whom  have  been  reared  among  us,  and  are  as  civilized  and  as 
well  instructed  as  any  of  our  citizens.  The  tract  is  small,  being  an  acute 
angle  between  the  rivers,  and  extending  according  to  common  belief,  about 
thirty  miles  from  south  to  north.  Considered  in  reference  to  its  area  only, 
it  is  of  little  moment  either  to  this  State,  or  to  the  nation;  but  there  are  many 
considerations  which  give  to  it  importance  and  value.  It  is  a  wedge  io  a 
corner  of  the  State,  disfiguring  the  form,  and  destroying  the  compactness,  of 
our  territory.  The  title  is  vested  in  the  United  States,  and  the  usufruct  be- 
longs to  a  class  of  individual?,  who  are  incapable  of  establishing  a  separate 
Government  for  themselves,  and  can  never  be  acknowledged  as  a  state  or  na* 
tion.  It  borders  upon  the  M  ississippi  for  the  greater  part,  perhaps  the  wbole 
extent  of  the  lower  rapids  of  that  river,  and  thus  embraces  a  spot,  which,  io  fu- 
ture times,  will  be  of  immense  importance  to  the  commerce  and  intercourse  of 
the  whole  western  valley.  .  Your  memorial istA  anticipate  the  day  when  the 
obstructions  to  navigation  will  be  overcome  by  a  canal  around  those  rapids; 
when  the  inexhaustible  power  of  that  mighty  stream  to  almost  every  va- 
riety of  manufacturing  machinery,  and  when  a  commerciaKcity,  will  spnng 
up  in  that  wilderness,  to  serve  as  the  great  entrepot  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Mississippi. 

With  these  views  of  the  present  condition  and  future  importanceof  that  lit- 
tle section  of  country,  and  seeing  the  impossibility  of  conveniently  attaching 
it  now,  or  hereafter,  to  any  other  State,  your  memorialists  consider  it  highly 
desirable,  and  indeed  necessary,  that  it  should  be  annexed  to,  and  form  a 
part  of,  the  State  of  Missouri:  and,  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  desiraUo 
end,  we  respectfully  request  the  assent  of  Congress. 

JOHN  THORNTON, 
Speaker  cfthe  House  of  Beprtseniatims- 
DANIEL  DUNKLIN, 

qf  the  Senate 


Janutfy  Id.  Returned  with  the  objections  of  the  Oovernor.  January  17. 
Bsed;  the  Crovernor's  objections  notwithstanding. 

J.  H.  BIRCH, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

V^a&bdL  the  House  of  Representatives;  the  objection  of  the  Governor  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

SAMUEL  C.  OWENS, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

I  certify  that  the  memorial  contained  in  the  five  preceding  pages  is  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  the  original  roll,  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  my  office.   Done  at  the  city  of  Jefferson,  the  4th  day  of  February,  1831. 

fL.  s.]  JOHN  C.  EDWARDS, 

Secretary  of  State,  State  of  Missouri. 
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THE  PEESroENT  OP  T^E  UNITED  STATES, 

Jn  answer  %  a  resolution  qf  the  Senate^  relative  to  the  application  qf 
fAe  appropriations  /or  the  improvement  q/  the  Ohio  and  Mississ^tpi 


rtvers. 


FsbruartSS^  1831. 

Betdi  and  ordered  to  be  |)rinted«  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Roacb  and  Canals. 


•  Washington,  «6M  February ^IS^l. 

To  the  Senate  qf  the  United  States: 

The  enclosed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  if  herewith  enclosed  in 
tnswer  to  the  retolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday's  date. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 


,  Defabtment  of  War, 

February  «6,  1831. 

*The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  25th  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
''to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  appropriations  of  money  heretofore' 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Omo  and  Mis- 
sissippi, commencing  at  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  have  beea 
iaithfullj  an^beneftciallv  applied  to  those  objects;  whether  the  obstructions 
td  the  passage  of  steamboats  and  other  craft  on  said  rivers  have  been  re^ 
moved,  and,  if  so,  at  what  places,  to  what  extent,  and  what  sum  has  been 
expended  on  such  works  of  improvements,  respectively;  and,  also,  whether 
the  superintendent  employed  to  expend  said  appropriation  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  has  discharged  his  duties  to  the  satis^ction  of  the  Department 
from  which  he  receiv^  his  appointment,''  has  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report 
from  General  Gratiot,  in  answer  to  said  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  EATON. 

To  the  Pbxsideiit  o/  the  United  States. 


ff^aahingtouy  February  26, 1831. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  subject  of  i 
resolution  adopted  yesterday  by  the  Senate^  and  referred  to  this  DepsrC- 
ment,  calling  on  the  President  for  information  celative  to  the  metsurei 
taken  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  risers. 

A  full  answer  to  the  inquiries  <<at  what  places  and  to  what  extent"  the 
^obstructions  to  t^  navigation  have  been  remoiM,  would  require  a  detailed 
abstract  of  the  several  reports  of  operations  since  the  commencemeiitof 
the  :.;  but  as  this  would  probably  consume  too  much  time  to#idmit  of  tlie 
information  being  furnished  during  the  present  session  of  the  Senate,  I  as- 
nex  copies  of  the  last  annual  report  of  the  superintendent,  afim  of  an  is^ 
spection  report  made  kS^  an  oflBcer  of  engineers  last  summer.  From  these 
and  other  means  of  information  jiossessed  by  this  Department,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  ftmds  appropriated  for  these  improvements  have 
been  faithfully  and  beneficially  applied  since  the  business  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  superintendent,  under  whose  direction  all  the  work  on 
the  Mississippi,  and  oiPthe  Ohio  below  Louisville,  has  been  executed:  The 
Grand  Chaini  which  formed  the  principal  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  tliat 
part  of  the  Ohio  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  has  been  cot 
through,  and  a  straight  channel  opened,  of  sufficient  width  to  afford  a  safe 
navigation,  carefully  marked  out  by  buoys.  On  the  Mississippi  also,  be- 
tween St  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  bayou  Sarah,  (  neltr  point  Coup6e,}  tbe 
obstructions  to  the  passage  of  steamboats  and  other  craft  ha(ve  been  very 
much  diminisbedf  as  is  evinced  by  the  smaUer  number  of  accidents  froan 
snags,  and  the  reduced  rate  of  insurance  effected  on  river  craft;  the  causes 
of  the  formation  of  such  obstructions  have  also  been,  in  many  places^  re* 
moved,  by  cutting  off  the  timber  on  or  near  thie  banks  of  the  river.  The 
Department  has  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  whickthe  super- 
intendent has  discharged  his  duties. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississipjn  riven 
there  hav6  been  appropriated  $255,000,  of  which  the  stim  of  2^15,313  94 
had  been  expanded  up  to  the  first  day  of  the  present  year. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  yoiur  obedient  servant,  . 

C.  GRATIOT,  Brig.  Gen.. 
*   To  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Eatov,  Sec.  of  War. 


4 
•Snnual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the  improvement  of  the  namgati^u 

of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riversjfor  the  year  ending  the^th  qf 

September,  1830. 

f  Grand  Chain,  Ohio  Riveb,  15M  October^  1830. 

From  the  30th  of  Septembcf,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  March,  1830,  the  Unit- 
ed States'  steamboat  Helepolis  removed  from  the  main  channel  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  1,307  dangetous  snags  or  trees,  a  large  proportion  of  which 
were  taken  up  at  the  most  dangerous  places  in  the  river,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  river  to  the  mouth  oi  bayou  Sarah,  a  distance  of  about  850  miles. 
In  the  same  period  of  time  above  stated,  the  crew  of  that  boat  also  cut 
timber  from  tbe  points  that  were  near  the  ibdling  in  banks,  to  the  number  of 
420  trees,  and  many  logs  that  had  fallen  in«     On  the  banbi  and  shore,  trees* 
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and  logs  were  eut>OT(li£krent  times,  when  the  water  wis  too  high  to  find 
snags,  and  while  delayed  waitlhg  tor  a  mftin  shaft  of  the  engine^  which  was 
broken. 

From  the  1st  of  March  to  the  1st  of  July,  the  Helepolis  was  not  worked. 
She  went  op  to  Louisyille;  repaired  her  engine,  machinery,  boats^  &c.,  and 
returnft  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  From  the  1st  July  to  the  15th  Septem- 
tier,  sfle  removed  from  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi,  between  the 
mouths  of  thife  Ohio  and  Missouri  rivers,  SSSinags*,  tak^n  from  the  most 
dangerous  places  in  that  part  of  the  river.  From  the  ISth  to  the  30th  of 
September,  that  boat  worked  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  down  to  island 
No.  10,  65  miles  distance,  the  water  being  extrenricly  low:  she  removed 
^  very  description  of  snags  in  that  distatice,  to  the  number  of  227,  making  in 
y  2,003  snags,  all  of  which  have  been  taken  out  by  the  roots,  or  broken  off 
beiow  the  surface  of  the  bottom  of  the  river. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  last  year,  three  machine  boats  commenced  work 
in  the  channfil  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  were  worked  until  the  i^tb  of  No- 
vember, at  which  time  the  water  had  risen  too  high  for  them  to  operate: 
^ey  removed  in  that  time  373  snags.  On  the  1st  of  October,  196  men^  four 
parties^  commanded  by  Capts.  Richards,  Smitli,  Price,  and  Morrison,  com- 
menced work  on  the  sand  bars,  shores,  and  island  chutes,  and  worked  about 
two  months  and  ten  days,  when  the  water  rose  so  high  as  to  stop  that  work. 
Those  men  were  employed  in  cutting  snag?  from  off  the  sand  bars  and  out  of 
the  chutes  that  are  4Jff  ^t  low  water,  and  felling  timber  situated  on  the  banks 
that  cave  in  at  high  water.  Capt  Smith  worked  on  the  Mississippi  river 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river  up  to  Herculaneum,  a  distance  of  150 
miles,  exclusively  on  the  bars  and  in  the  chutes,  cutting  all  the  snags  that 
were  dry.  But  the  stage  of  water  being  higher  than  usual  at  that  seasoh  of 
the  year,  the  snags  Could  nol^h^  cut  as  low  on  the  bars,  &c.  as  was  expected, 
(those  snag9  on  the  low  flat  bars,  being  in  the  water,  were  left  standing.) 
Richards,  Price,  and  Morrison  worked  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and 
proceeded  down  as  low  as  lake  Washington,  500  miles.  Some  experiments 
were  made  at  difierent  places  on  the  river,  by  cutting  the  timber  off  the 
shores  from  100  to  200  feet  back  from  the  bank,  that  fall  in  most  extensive- 
ly at  high  water.  They  had  the  effect  anticipated:  the  shores  were  left  free 
from  snags  and  logs  at  low  water^and  th|.  falling  of  the  banks  at  those  points 
was  not  so  extensive  as  it  usually  had  been. 

The  navigation  of  the  JVIississippi  river  was  evidently  greatly  improved 
last  year;  for  example,  in  the  year  1828,  the  losses  by  snags  in  that  river 
were  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  sixty-^i^t  thousand  of 
which*  was  paid  by  the  insurance  offices  in  Louisville,  Cincjnnatii  and  New 
Orleans:  in  1829,  the  losses  were  about  seventy  thousand  dollars;  forty-eight 
thousand  were  paid  by  the  offices  above  mentioned.  In  the  year  1830,  there 
has  not  been  but  one  flat  boat  lost  on  a  snag  in  that  river  that  has  come  with- 
in my  knowledge,  and  not  a  solitary  lass  by  snags  of  any  other  description 

t)fbOAt9. 

Preparations  were  niade  last  year  for  removing  the  rocks  from  the  channel 
of  the  Ohio  river  at  the  Orand  Chaip^  by  building  boats,  preparing  tools, 
materials,  &c.,  and  transpiorting  men  to  that  point  for  executing  the  work; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  high  stage  of  water,,  the  work  could  not  be  com- 
menced: the  men  that  we^p  brought  dbwu  were  employed  from  li  to  2 
months  in  building  houses  for  quartering  the  laborers,  blacksmith  shops, 
powder  magazine,  making  buoys  to  be  placed  In  the  channel^  canoca  f^r  tK<^ 
blasters  and  drillers  m  the  execution  of  th«  wotV.         * 
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€apt  John  K.  INHiiij^iii,  with  tiireemen,  wasret&edta  I&ep  th^biiti 

and  property  sife,  until  the  Ist  orjoly  lasts  tftthat  tkne  aome  men  weitfla^ 

ployed  to  make  the  necesaary  preparaiiona  for  commencing  the  woriu    fla 

the  Slat  of  that  month,  the  water  was  sufficiently  low  to  commence «pen»' 

tipns  on  the  rocks:  since  that  time,  the  work  has  been  driven  as  £Mt  as  ei^^ 

eumstances  would  admit    There  have  been  blasted  and  removed  ^Ma  the 

channel  225  boatloads  of  rocks,  averaging  15  tons  each,  amounting  lb  3|8I1 

tons.     One  rock,  whidi  stood  imraediately  below  the  lower  end  of  thethM* 

n^  through  the  Chain,  at  the  distance  of  about  i  of  a  mile,  not  includbl  at 

the  above  tonnage,  the  water  being  16  feet  deep  around  it,  the  broken nwka 

^^re  thrown  ofi;  and  sunk  sufficiently  low  to  be  entirely  out  of  reach  of  aafi 

at  that  can  pass  at  any  stage  of  water.     That  rock  projected  4}  feet  aba^l 

water  at  its  lowest  stage:  it  has  been  blasted,  and  taken  oflTe^^t  feet,  ki» 

H  feet  below  the  present  extreme  low  water,  ^ich  is  19  inebes  fadilP 

3epest  channels  over  the  bars  in  the  river  firom  Louisville  to  this  placSiU 

That  rock,  at  its  upper  surface,  when  finished,  measured  in  lAigth  42  fea^ 

and  19  feet  in  width.     All  the  dangefous  rocks  in  the  channel,  for  the  wfaoie 

extent  of  the  Chain,  have  been  removed.   That  important  woiIl  will  be  coat- 

pleted  at  farthest  by  the  10th  November  next 

I  am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

H£NR%M.  SHREVE^ 
Superintendent^  ifc. 
Brig.  General  C.  Gratiot, 

Chief  Engineer^  Washington. 
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LonisviLLJB,  November  13,  1830. 


Sir:  I  am  gratified  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  completed  tfie 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  at  the  Grand  Chain,  to'the 
full  extent  of  the  law  of  Congress  authoriziiig  that  improvement.     In  some 
particulars  I  have  exceeded  the  letter  of  that  law,  and  my  instructions  fix)m 
the  Department     The  letter  from  the  Department,  dated  9th  April,  1829, 
instructed  me  to  open  a  channel  of  400  feet  in  width.     When  executing  the 
work,  I  found  that  a  channel  of  that  width  would  not  remove  the  rocks 
which  were  the  mo^t  dangerous  to  the  navigation  at  a  middle  stage  of  wa- 
ter, and  were  situated  on  the  sand  bar,  and  dry  at  extreme  low  water,  cover- 
ing  a  space  of.  about  one  acre,  and  rising  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  sand  bar.     To  make  the  improvement  complete,  I  deemed  it 
necessary  to  remove  that  reef  of  rocks.     There  was  alsor  a  reef  running  fiom 
the  above  named  rocks  on  the  bar,  quite  across  the  channel,  to  the  main  and 
lower  reef  of  rocks,  many  of  which  projected  above  the  surface  of  the  witer 
when  low,  and  none  of  them  more  than  one  foot  below  the  water;  all  of 
which  have  been  removed;  by  which   means  a  channel   has  been  opened 
from  the  main  reef  of  rocks  to  the  sand  bar  on  the  Kentucky  shore,  of  about 
1,200  feet  in  width.     I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  pursue  the  same  plan 
throughout  the  chain.     I  have  therefore  caused  all  thorocks  from  the  chan- 
nel to  the  Kentucky  shore  to  be  taken  out,  and  by  that  means  the  improve- 
ment has  been  mac^e  complete.     The  rocks  that  were  taken  out  of  the  chan- 
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wHmre  been  placed  into  several  deep  channels,  which  pssaed  through  the 
roeks'Aejrt  to  the  Illinois  shore,  where  at  least  one-half  of  the  water  whidi 
Htfwed  down  the  river  at  its  lowest  stage  Mssed;  by  which  means  the  quanti- 
ty of  water  flowing  down  the  channel*  dia  not  afford  more  than  22  inches 
•f  water.over  the  sand,  which  drifted  into  it  For  the  purpose  of  removing, 
that  impediment,  I  ventured  an  experiment,  by  completely  filling  up  the 
passes  through  the  rocks,  so  as  to  form  a  dam  of  rocks  from  the  Illinois 
ahore  to  the  outer  point  of  the  lower  reef,  and  turn  the  whole  force  of  wa- 
ter down  the  channel.  After  having  thrown  in  the  rocks  taken  from  the 
channel  near  the  lower  r^ef,  I  had  a  sufficient  quantity  of  rock  boated  from 
the  reef  and  shore  to  complete  tiie  dam,  which  now  extends  from  the  Illinois 
ahore  to  the  outermost  point  of  the  lower  ree£  of  rocks  in  the  chain,  a  dis- 
tance of  657  yards,  and  above  the  water  when  within  one  foot  of  its 
lowest  stage.  The  experiment  has  had  the  contemplated  effect:  the  sand 
bar  in  the  main  channel,  v^hich  previously  afforded  not  more  than  22  inches 
water,  has  been  washed  away,  opening  a  channel  of  4  feet  depth,  1,2Q0 
fe^tin  width,  free  from  obstrugtions,  and  easy  to  be  seen  by  all  descriptions 
of-^eraft  that  navigate  the  river.  It  is  also  straight  and  smoAh.  To  mark 
the  channel  in  a  higher  stage  of  water,  I  have  placed  5  Buoys  in  a  line  with 
the  rocks,  in  such  a  manner  that  every  boat  passing,  that  keeps  between 
the  buoys  and  the  Kentucky  shore,  cannot  come  in  contact  with  the  rocks 
remaining  along  the  Illinois  shore.  The  buoys  are  made  of  poplar  trees, 
sixteen  feet  long,  three  feet  in  diameter  in  the  middle,  tapered  to  a  point  at 
each  end,  the  upper  end  covered  with  straps  of  iron,  so  as  to  prevent  them 
from  being  cut  by  the  drifting  ice.  They  are  permanently  fastened  ^to  rocks 
m  the  bottom  of  the  river  by  bolts  and  chains  60  feet  in  length. 

At  the  Little  Chain,  fifteen  miles  above  the  Grand  Chain,  there  were  several 
large  rocks  in  the  channel,  one  of  which  I  deemed  necessary  to  remove,  and 
which  has  been  done.  On  two  others  that  were  a  little  below  the  surface 
of  the  water,  I  have  buoys  of  the  same  size  and  construction  as  those  at  the 
Grand  Chain.  After^completing  the  work  at  the  Chain,  I  had  all  the  pro- 
perty at  that  place  belonging  to  the  United  States  careifully  stored.  The 
three  old  machine  boats,  which  w«re  built  in  1827  for  removing  snags,  &c. 
from  the  channel  in  the  Mississippi  river,  and  worked  this  year  on  the  Grand 
Chain,  are  rotten  and  unfit  for  further  service,  excepting  the  machinery  be- 
longing to  them.  That  has  been  taken  off,  and  stored  with  the  other  proper- 
ty. 1  he  two  machine  boats  built  last  year  for  the  removal  of  rocks  at  the 
Grand  Chain,  together  with  the  scows,  have  been  laid  up  af  th^  Grand  Chain 
for  safe  keq>ing.  in  the  care  of  a  trusty  man.  Those  boats  will  be  service- 
able next  year,  should  the  Govefpment  continue  the  improvement  of  the  ri- 
ver. The  machinery  which  has  been  taken  from  the  old  machine  boats 
wiU  be  serviceable  to  put  on  new  boats  for  the  same  service,  as  will  all 
the  toolsyjbe.  aemaining  on  hand.  The  provisions  remaining  on  hand  I  have 
sent  to  Ae  different  parties  of  men  employed  on  the  Mississippi.  That  I 
deemed  the  best  disposition  that  could  made  of  them.  In  a  few  daysjrou 
wjill  be  furnished  with  an  inventory  of  them,  accompanying  the  accounts 
ibr  the  completion  of  the  work flone  at  the  Grand  Chain,  and  between  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  and  the  mouth  of  Falling  run,  which  work 
faaaalso  been  completed.  , 

The  experiment  made  by  the  construction  of  the  dam  at  the  Grand  Chain 
proves  clearly  that  all  the  bars  in  the  Ohio  river,  from  the  falls  to  its  mouth, 
nay  he  improved  in  the  same,  manner.  A  portion  of  those  dams  may  be 
ibnned  by  placing  the  logs  which  «lie  on  the  bottom  o(  ^^^  t^^ttsc  ou  ^^ 
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bars  at  /the  proper  point  for  coaatructiog  such  dams.  At  nmny  places  f htie 
will  be  nearly  a  sufficient  quantity  of  logs  found  in  the  channel  lo  bnUd 
such  dams  as  would  be  required.^  By  disposing  of  the  logii  in  thatimaniiet, 
thev  will  be  effectually  placed  out  of  the  r«ach  of  boats. navigating  the  river^ 
anrj  answer  a  double  purpose,  as  nnuch  labor  will  be  saved  in  getting  Ihem 
effectually  out  of  the  way.  The  logs  and  trees  which  obstmct  thje  nsLvi- 
gation  of  the  Ohio  river  are  of  a  different  description  to  those  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. In  the  Ohio,  the  logs  lie  on  the  bottom  of  the  river,  are  of  hea- 
vy limber,  and  will  not  float;  consequently,  when  they  are  taken  from  the 
channel,  they  must  be  disposed  of  by  some  means,  to  prevent  their  getting 
in  the  way  again.  The  river  is  not  of  si||5eient  deptli  to  sink  them  wheve 
they  will  be  out  of  reach  of  boats;  and,  if  placed  in  deep  water,  it  is  found 
they  are  liable  to  roll  in  high  water,  and  lodge  again  on  shoals.  Thtt 
fact  has  been  tested  by  Messrs.  John  Bruce  and  William  Courtney's  opera- 
tions on  the  Ohio  river.  I  know  of  no  plan  so  economical  as  to  place  thepi 
in  dams  on  the  bars,  where,  by  the  addition  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  rock  to 
complete  that  work,  they  will  be  held  firmly  to  the  spot  where  they  are  pbf* 
od:  otherwise  they  must  either  be  taken  up  the  banks  of  the  river  above 
high  water  mark,  &t  cut  or  split  to  pieces  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pile  them 
on  shore,  where  they  will  dry  and  burn.  The  latter  plan  was>  pursued  with 
tlie  logs  remov^  from  the  bed  of  the  river  this  year,  between  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal  and  the  mouth  of  Falling  run,  where  many  hundred 
cords  were  found  and  disposed  of  at  great  labor. .  The  depth  of  water' 
over  the  sand  bars  in  the  Ohio  river  at  low  water,  in  its  present  situation,  is 
not  more  than  22  inches;  maay  of.  them  have  been  as  shoal  as  20  inches  da- 
ring the  last  3  months.  By  const]:ucting  dams,  as  above  described,  theie 
«an  be  no  doubt  but  the  depth  of  water  may  be  doubled,  and  perhaps  4  feet 
xnay  be  had  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  river.  The  immense  advantage  arii- 
ing  from  such  an  improvement  needs  no  explanation.  I  am  not  able  to  ia- 
ibrm  the  Department  what  number  of  dams  would,  be  required,  or  to.esti* 
mate  the  expense  of  their  construction  correctly,  l^y  present  impression 
is,  that  sixty-one  dams  will  be  required  in  the  whole  extent  oftheriver  from 
jLfOuisville  to  the  Mississippi.  The  expense  of  their  construction,,  if  car- 
vied  on  at  the  samo«time  that  the  obstructions  are  removed  from  the  chan- 
nel, will  not  exceed  an  average  of  more  than  01,200  each,  in  addition  to  the 
removal  of  the  obstructions  that  tnust  be  removed,  to  madse  the  river  a  safe 
navigation  in  its  present  situation. 

I  qm,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 
HENRY  M.  SflREVE,  Superiniendmi,  4^. 
To  Brig.  Gen.  C.  Gratiot^ 

CM^  Engineer^  WSsbingion^ 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  certify  that  the  statement 
in  the  foregoing  letter,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  at 
the  Grand  Chain,  made  by  Capt.  Henry  M.  Shreve,  the  Superintendent  un- 
der, the  Engineer  Department,  is  strictly  <yrrect  We  have  been  employed 
by  him  as  officers  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  that  work,  and  are  partieular- 
ly  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  stated,  and  k^w  them  to  be  true. 

john  k.  mllin6ham. 
madison  evans. 
william  l.  evans- 
♦  McDowell  puntney. 
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Louisville,  18M  Novembery  1830. 


Silt:  Enclosed  ItraQsmitto  the  Departmenlf Captain  John  So wers's  report 
of  work  done  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the  30th  of  October,  inclusive, 
lowing  each  day's  work  in  detail.  That  the  Department  may  form  a  cor- 
rect idea  of  the  extent  of  the  work  done,  and  yet  necessary  to  be  executed, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that,  in  that  part  of  the  Mississippi  river  where 
those  647  snags  hatVe  been  taken  out,  a  distance  of  96  n^iles  was  worked 
over  last  year  by  the  same  boat^  in  such  manner  as  to  be  entirely  free  from 
«very  description  of  shagSi  when  the  river  was  ten  feet  above  extreme  low 
w^ater,  or  in  such  stage  that  the  medium  size  8teamt>oats  can  navigate  the 
Ohio  and  Upper  Mississippi  rivers.  The  river  being,  at  the  time  when  the 
work  shown  in  Capt.  Sowers's  report  was  done,  about  five  feet  lower  than  at 
any  time  within  the  last  four  years.  The  snags  that  lie  near  the  bottom,  and 
are  so  fixed  as  not  to  rise  and  fall  with  the  difierent  stages  of  the  water,  are, 
at  the  present  extreme  low  stage  of  the  pver,  Exposed  to  view,  either  above 
the  water,  or  by  the  breakers  of  them  near  its  surface. 

The  men  employed  this  year  to  work  on  the  sand  bars,  island  chutes,  and 
shores,  are  making  good  progress;  and,  from  present  prospects,  will  be  able 
to  work  to  advantage  as  late  as  the  1st  of  January  next     I  shall,  however,  be 

gverned  by  circumstances,  as  relates  to  that  part  of  the  work.     The  steam* 
at  will  work  until  the  first  of  March. 

I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 
•    Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  SHREVE, 

Superintendehi  > 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  Gbatiot, 

CMtf  Engineer,  Wushington* 


LIST  qf  the  number  of  snags  removed  from  the  \btk  of  September  to 
the  30th  October,  inclusivey  bettoeen  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  the 
head  of  Prairie  bend,  distance  96  miles. 


Date.  No.  of  Snags. 

1B30,  Sept.  1 5,  Removed,  -           *           -  -  -  14 

16,  do  ...  •  -  18 

17,  do  -            -            -  *       .     -  30 

18,  do.  -            -            -  -  -  10 

19,  Sunday,  at  Puntney's  wood  yard. 

20,  Removed,  -           -           -  -  -  •  •  6 
•              «1,        do,  -            -            -  -  -  2 

22,  do*^^ ...  .            .            .  -  -  9 

23,  do  -            -            -  -  -  18 

24,  do  -            -  -  -  16 
2.5,         do  -            ...  .  -  25 

^*                      Totals  from  mouth  of  Ohio  to  island  No. '2.    -  — '  148 
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* 
Date.  Nob^ 

1830^  Sept  26y  Sunday,  at  Puatney's  wood  yard. 

27,  Removed,        -  .-  -  -  -     ' 

28,  do  -  -,  -  -  - 

29,  do  .  .  .  .  - 

30,  Sounded  Wolf  island,  5}  to  right,  and  6  feet  to  left 
Oct.        1,  Removed,        -----. 

2,  do  .  .  .  -  - 

3,  Sunday,  at  Wilb'a  point 

4,  Removed,         -  -  -  -  - 

5,  do  -  -  -            -            - 

6,  do  -  -  -            •            - 

7,  do  -.  -  -            -  .          • 

8,  do  -  .  - 

9,  do  .  - 

10,  Sunday,  at  Donaldson^s  wood  yard. 

11,  Removed,        -  -  -  -  -      8 
l*otal,  from  head  of  No.  2  to  the  head  of  No.  10,    — 

12,  Removed  the  island  chute  of  No.  10,    - 

13,  do  -            -           -           .           -  W 

14,  do IS 

15,  do  ...           .           -  W 
'           16,  do  -         •  -            -            -            -  W 

17,  Sunday,3  miles  aboveN.  Madrid — seven  earthquakes. 

18,  Removed,        -  -  -  -  .      19 

19,  do  -  -  -  -  -      W 
Total  from  No.  10  to  N.  Madrid,        -           -     .  •* 

20,  Removed,        -  -  -  .  -      20 

21,  do 34 

22,  do  -  -  .  -  -       22 

23,  do        •      -  -  -  -  -        8 

24,  Sunday,  at  Labesier's  wood  3rard.  1 

25,  Removed,        -  -  -  -  -       16   < 

26,  do  -  -  -  -  .33 

27,  do 20 

28,  do  ...  -  -         7 
Total  from  N.Madrid  to  island  14,        -  -       -- 1^ 

29,  Removed,        -  -  -  -  -       12 
So,        do              .           -           -           •  .         7 


Total  number  of  snags  removed  to  the  30th  October,     6 


eprrfet  statement  JOHN  SOWERS, 

•^S9.  Sup.  imipravif^  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers^ 

and  Master  of  the  U.  S.  steamboat  Hel^Ss 


9\st  October^  1890. 
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iion  Jifport  on  the  operations  under  the  superintendence  of  Cap- 
\lknry  M.  Shreve,  for  improving  Ike  navigation  of  the  AHssis- 
jt  river,  and  af  the  Ohio  river  at  the  Onnid  Chain,  ISSO,  by  Cap' 
l/t  IJelafield,  under  orders  from  the    (far  Vepnrtr.ient. 

(Lies  in  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  consist  in  llie  nuirie' 

9  that  arc  found  in  the  track  of  sicamboata  and  flatbonts,  on  the 

li  of  the  river,  and  so  numerous  that  no  pilot  can  possihly  bear  in 

blOuttion.  To  remove  them,  the  present  superinlcDdcnt  has  contriv- 

'in  operation  a  steamboat,  provided  with  tfao  necessary  machinery, 

'  the  engine  of  the  boat,  which  answers  Ihe  purpose  admirablj': 

is  huut  commenectl  ilH  operation  in  Au)^usL,  1839,  and  ivorked 

Milhs,  (luring  which  period  she  worked  between  the  moulh  of  the 

1  hayoii  Sarah,  a  distance  of  823  miles,  removing  from   the  mosl 

s  poiiitfi  about  1,54S  snugs,  all  of  whieh  cndangeied  both  the  asccnd- 

]  descending  trade;  and  was  particularly  benelieial  in  n-moviog  ih^ 

■nngs  thrown  in  the  bed  of  the  river  by  tho  eurlhqiiakes  during 

toi  181 1  and  'i'i,  nl  Plum  point — a  position  that  could  not  he  piiss- 

Hit  daylight,  attd  which  at  present  is  as  safe  as  any  [wrt  of  Ihe  river. 

'  "ccolher  dangerous  points,  viz:  al  islands  Nos.  ,G2  and  GJ,  at  ^^oint. 

1  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Francis  river;  at  all  of  which  places  it  was 

jrhastardous  lo  navigate  during  the  Dight;  and  where  boats  would 

It  until  daylight,  now  ihey  are  equally  safe  with   other  parts  of  lli8 

llereiofore  SutboaW  did  Hot  make  it  a  practice  tu  run  ar  night  until 

1  resched  Natchez;  at  present,  they  run  night  and  day,  from  tl»e 

VtflheOhio  to  New  Orle;ins. 

Ibinlb  at  present  operating  on  tliB  Mississippi,  alwut  six  miles  above 
Minrrdenu,  having  this  season  removed  the  most  dangerous  snaeis  bo- 
is  point  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.     It  is.  the  intention  of  the 
^denl  (o  continue  on  Ihis  part  of  the  river  about  llirec  weeks  looner, 
b'EUI  of  the  river  will   make  it  necessary  to  go  below  the  mouth 
Phio,  where  it  will  he  in  ihc  most  fuvorahle  state  for  jvorking  advan- 
",  aa  the  water  will  by  that  time  have  subsided  to  its  lowest  level, 
V  organizing  a  force  of  two  hundred  laborers,  to  be  despatched  ir 
l(  provided  with   axes,  for  removing  all  the  snags  on  the  snnd   bars 
T  water  mark,  and  which  arc  dangerous  during  the  higli  stage  of 
id).  I'hisforcc  will  also  remove  the  standing  timber  from  thnse  falling 
3  ft^hieb  furnish  most  of  the  trees  that  afterwanls  float  off,  and,  lodg- 
tnd  bar  below,  form   the  dangerous  snags.     It  is  his  inten- 
)nd  one  party  above,  and  another  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  to 
*  e  work.     These  parties,  and  the  continued  operation  of  the  snag- 
,  by  the  end  of  the  season,  produce  the  mosl  favorable  and  valua- 
M  to  the  navigation  of  Ihe  river. 
Mat  ia  commanded  by  a  man  from  whom  Ihe  Department  m^  calcu- 
li good  management,  promptness,  »nd  expedition:  hi*  males  and  crew 
»  be  relied  upon  for  their  lidelity;  and,  with  the  ability  of  the  su- 
,  the  Department  need  he  under  no  apprehensions  of  this  work's 
n  any  otbei-  than  the  most  advantageous  manner.     To  eive  a  pro- 
if  the  boat  machinery  ami  tlie  mana:uvrc,  1  accompany  Inis  report 
nl  skctche"!.     It  will  he  iwrceived  tliat  two  methods  are  necessary 
g  the  snugs.     The  fii'iil,  as  shown  in  fig.  I,  is  when  the  tree  ia 
J  it  is  removed  by  breaking  off  at  the  point  rf>  i«d  \q  wma 
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red  dume  my  s^yV^^  boai^  the  Kbat. '  Wh^^^  theB^g  is 
itin  j^e  ^KMition  c,  sufficiently  loosened  from  its  b^ 
CDJnery  calculated  for  this  purpose  to  take  it  on  dec) 
ana  cfropped  in  deep  water,  ?and  the'  tree  cut  m& 
bpard.     This  ^mk^oeuvre  will  be  Citidigrstood  by  lAsp 
accompanying  this.  -       m^.« 

l^'igs^  1,  2f  and  3  are  side  and  end  views  and  plan  of  the 
either  at  the  bows  by  the  strone  timbers,  forminethe  sna£- 
being  putmiQotidQ,by  the  full  poWer  oil|heengme,  fsdii 
neras  to  fece!v&  tbe  end  of  t^6  snag  on' ^^  of  the'beaii^^^ 
jQomentum*of  the  whole  mdvihg  mas5,"46geth^r  'wltiin^ 
orthe  engine«  the  snag  either  is  broken  off  at  dor  by  or  is  Xi 
bed  and  tKrpwn  in  the  position  c- — ^^in  which  ca^  it  bj 
r^iM  it  on  deck— 7to  accomplish  whicl^,  it  is  brbu^ht  ti' 
and  between  the  two  boats^ in  the  space  fhyfiy^o'ipy  wheii 
^ndlass  {fig^'  4f'a)  is  passed  round  it.    'This  windlass'^ 
fall  6,  passing  through  the  leading  block \'c,  Uir'at  bairel^  df^V* 
ureter  Qci  the,  main  shaft  of  the  engine^  dt  rf.''  Wh^n'  titfe'^tfj^f'i 
meet  theslmft  pfthemndlaM,  it  iisecure4'fOr  theniomfili^  tJ?^ 
e  by  a  chain  on  deck,"^  when  the  windlals^  is  bvferfaauled  b^^ 
y^  which  is  also  worked  by  a  barrel  on  the  inain  shaft;  at  the 'i 
chain,  as  it  slacks,  is  hauled  out  in  the  pqfMtion  represented  in 
line  attached  to  the.  ring  p,^  passing  forward  to  ^si  leading 'bibdr 

*  back  to  a.bp'iipl  $n jih^  .maJMshatt^^^      engine. 

As  the  lojg  OT^  stiag  ri'^rind  D^comes  counterpoised^  it  falls  back  M 
rollers  r,  r,  of  figs'.  1  and  -^^  between  the  strong  timber  frame  on  eaqjh  jA 
tHe  rollers,  which  secures  other  parts,  of  the  boat  frtJm^injdiy;  WmkA 
position,  the  root  is  cut  off,  and  drops  through  the  space  my  n,  o^  j^m4fae» 
river;  the  trunk  of  the  tree  is  then  cut  in  two  pieces,  one-half  of  iitueivia 
launched  by  a  tackle  purchase  i/ito  tne  river,  through  m^  riy  o,  /y^'iiD^^e^^ 
other  half,  by  anot]|;^er  tackle  purchase,  is  launched  astern  over  the  i 
plane  Sy  fig.  2.  The  Tails  of  both  these  -purchsises  ire  led'  tb  the  mk; 
of  Uie  enginj^,^  The  whole  manoeuvre  being  performed;  by  thfe* 
the  engine,  vJttb  the  single  exception  of  skwing,  which  is  dtfhe'W 
cut  saws,  worked  by  hand.  A  great  saving  in  time  would  be  effected 
ing  these  saws  with  the^engine^'a  plati  for  whibhl  sbggest^^tD^Oapt. 
by  means  of  ^  band^passing  round  the  fly-wheels.  He  proposes  makiDg'^s, 
improvement — theK)ply  pne  I  could  disco^jr  ii^any  w^y  requisite  fpr  mi^^ 
tating  this  splendid  piece  of  mechanism,  the^pawer  of  wfiich  is.  SM^Ii./^^^ 
raise  the  largest  and  most  firmly  planted  snagin, the  jiver.  On^of  jth  '^ " 
raised  contained  l,6.0Qipubic  feet  pf« timber,  after^^separating  the  r^ 
which  could  not  altogether  have  weighed  less  than  60  tons.  ,  >    '; 

In  1829,  it  raised  a  tree  1$0. feet  in  length,  and  3i  feet  diameter,  aii 

*  other  that  was  planted  20  feet  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  greatest  niimli 
Vi9f^  removed  in  a  day  is  47:  the  number  removed  on  the  Sih  Augu  ' 
the  time  of  making  this  inspection,  was  11  f  and  the  day  previous  3XV 
crew  consists  of  a  captain^  2  mates ,  2  handsfor  working  the  ^ngine,'^^pii^ 
•i  carpenter,  2  smiths,  8  firemen^  20  laborera,  deck  hands,  &c.,  2  copliLSx  a 
I  steward — in  all  40  hands^  and  consumes  about  half  a  cord ,  of  Tvood 
hour^  the  whole  daily  expense  being  about  $83  SI. 
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iture%  Account  current,  &c.  were  forwarded  by  the  su]^rinten-^ 
W^^^^^'  30th  Jun^  18SiO,  when  th^re  remaipe4  a  balance 

-,     V  ;"  -  -  -  -  -.  $336  75 

[jjblQ<^^  &c.,^     -,  -  -^  .  .'      69  30 

"ll^yi  freight    -        :     -^  -  >  -  8  24" 

li^recs,  in  part  Tor  services  rendered,  per  receipt  *       ^ 

'  ""     -  ^  -  -  -  -      215  12' 


lk4 


h^ 


ti '.  f 


/   ^629  41 

ffOfci;  the  1)aIaQce  on  hand  on  the,  30th  Juneileaves  an  avail- 

gthis^rar^  531  68,  to  which  has  to  be  added  the 

||on  n^nd  ^pm  the  Grand  Chain/ of  •  f  6,781  89 


ki-.Xh  U..  • 


'      .♦  ■ 


li  -'•iU     '^ 


j^tbie  hands  of  the  superintepdenlfc  -  jll4,313  5?'^ 

^  ti^abf  jS2,5p6  placed  by  him  in  the  hands  of  a  merchant  in' 
r  t^e.puq>ose  'of  purchasing  proyiisions;  the  reasons  for  doing  ^ 
^tood  the  superintendent  to  say,  had  b^en  explained  to   the 
anfl/ob|tained  itft  sanction.^ 

^remaining  pn  hand  will  suffice  for  all  purposes  until  the  end^ 
wlien^'and  n<^t  tiil^tlien)  do  the  laborers  and  all  others  employ-' 

T  Mrages;  this  being  a  condition^ubscribed  to  before'enteringf 


isjrespectfully  submitted. 

By  your  obedient  servant, 
r ,.    r  RICHARD  DELAPIELD, 

l^r  .,      '  VI       i  ^  Captain  qf  Engineers. 

'  ChAAX'ES  GRAtioT, 

'       V     Chief  Engineer. 

,,t>  .u  ,!«■    .,■    ■■  •  .■.■■-•  ^    .    V    ■■  ■■  -  ..   ,•  .♦    .       ■■       '  .■    .■: 

ffpbriit, containing  ^Hnformation  with  regard  to  the  progress 
ft  qfoperigLtioTisfor  the  improvement  of  thfi  navigation  of 
[iifijrf  Mississippi  rivers,^^'  under  the  superintendence  of  Hi  M, 


'i  * 


K  Jl  >.:'' 
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ip^liAND  Chain,  near  tbb  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river, 
ftnVfc  '  •^t^gust  4,  isso.    ; 

ibnb  at  this  place  commenced  on  ^e  31stbf  July,  when,  forthe 

Jingihe  season,  eould  anything  be  done,  on  account<>f the  fle^dn 

%iia  the.  back  water  from  the  Mississippi,  which  latter  river  in-^ 

ll^j)thofwkter  atthe  Grand  Chain,  by  prelrenting  the  free  did^ 

Ohio,  whenever  the  Mississippi  is  highest.    A  very  perfect  or> 

i^,' t£i  father  the  work  with  rapidity,  whenever  the  depth  of 

&^lj(y  R|i  increased  force  being  employed.     The  svperintendent 

id'ihe  »^rvices  of  one  hundred  men  in  threedays^  notice,  all  re^d^ 

y^Cent  coubtry,  and  anxious  to  be  employed.       The  necessary 

:^^s^'nia6mn^ry,  temporary  quarters^  (huts,)  and  part  of  the 

B^r  such  anilpcreased  force,  are  at  hand,  and,  from  the  present  ai>» 

%C^rriver^  vdll  be  called  into  opjerationtdiiridg  the  coming  week 


• 
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Tlie  resultaf  the  few  day^'  wq^k  dope  ^t  this  po|t\|^ 
The  force^consisted  of  seventeen  meny;  who  havfi^laf i 
rock  under  water^  and  removed  three  lighter  loads  (say 

Eieees  and  fragments  from  the  channel,  to  a  point  on  the  s! 
e  of  no  inconyenieiiae  to  the  navigation.  T)|e  poweri  jtf 
accompanying  sketches)  is^such^  that  a  mass  otrockiO;! 
was  removed  with  facility,  and  deposited  out  of  the  chann^L 
rock  on  which  their  labor  has  been  bestowed  to  consist  ot.Aeti^k 
resting  on  t^e  sand  bed  of  the  river,  and,  without  diffig^)l3^^|||^f||| 
in  removing  such  as  they  have  blasted,  leaving  no  trace  ^^^Im 
The  most  favorable  results  may  be  looked  ica-^  shQuldihj^ 
continue  ^t  the  ..pre^^^, stage, of  fpur.,  fe^t  in^jthe  phaiU|eLiri;^|i|^«l|p 
nature  to  yield  readily  to  ^ejil^^t  i^riguppoi^ilciii/'l^ 
surface,  and.  quite  sioft  wiUi^g:^^edge8<^nd  sleds^ahamiQiQi^^ 
breaking  up  such  masses  as  are  too  large  to  handle^  ai|d?ife^ifs)llli 
a  loss  of  time  to  remove,  with  4he  macbia^s.  -  Ttiere.ajrp:£v(^#ia 
raising  large  masses  of  rock,  and  eight  .^icqwsXor^j^moving  the  ate 
shoals;  atpres^nt/ppe  Cfotyasia  ppei;ation;  the  other  four  will  foi 
put  in  opera)tipn,,^hould  the  river  continue  at  a  stand,  and  no  indie 
rise  of  water,  when  the  present  force  of  an.overseeri  apd^PiSY^t^ 
will  be  increased  to  one  hundred.  -     .  to 

Buoys  have  been  prepared  to  mark  out  the  channel,  when  impro 
preparatory  arrangements,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  are  well  mature< 
chinery  well  calculated  for  its  intended  purposes,  and  thesubordin 
employed  by  the  superintendents,  trusty,  and  attentive  to  the  woi 
these  circumstances,  nothing,  other  than  a  rise  of  water,  can  pre\ 
dangerous  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  being  entirely 
The  rocks  now  removing  are  marked  a  on  the  accompanying  pla 
(fig.  1 )  part  of  the  river  to  be  improved,  being  a  cluster  directly  it 
tre  of  the  navigable  channel,  and  which  have  heretofore  caused  hea 
The  plan  adopted  by  the  superintendent  for  improving  this  pass 
ver,  is  to  blast  all  the  rocks  in  the  channel,  between  (fig.  1 )  the  d< 
bf  Cf  d^  e,  and  deposite  the  fragments  to  the  right  and  left,  on  thes 
reef — ^first  removing  those  most  dangerous  to  the  navigation,  as  at  e 
then  proceeding  to  the  points  m  and  n,  which  will  materially  inc 
width  of  the  present  navigable  channel.  To  effect  this  object^  th 
first  bored  in  the  usual  manner:  being  under  water  adds  nothing  tc 
culty.  The  charge  of  powder  is  placed  (fig.  2 )  in  a  tin  canister  oft 
ter  of  the  drill,  to  which  is  attached  a  tin  tube  long  enough  to  reac 
face  of  the  water,  and  some  little  above,  for  priming,  when  the  ra 
done  in  the  usual  way,  (see  fig.  2.)  After  the  rock  is  sufficient!] 
the  double  scows,  with  their  machinery,  are  brought  over  (fig.  3 1 
rock,  and  the  large  masses  hoisted  on  deck,  from  whence  they  ar 
up  and  transferred  to  the  lighters,  conveyed  and  deposited  on  tfc 
(See figs.  Sand  4.) 
The  amount  of  expenditures  to  the  Slst  of  Maixsh  of  this  year, 

was  -  -  -  --  -  .  .J 

Since  when,  the  sum  of  2665  has  been  expended  for  services,  a 

boat,  and  provisions,  up  to  this  date  -  -    • 

This  sum  was  deposited  in  the  hands  of  merchants  at  Louisville, 

to  purchase  provisions  -  -  -  .  .    : 
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-'  82,446  8» 
-      5,000  00 


:Bi 


ii^l^^per  accoiihts -rifehderiBtl** 
«*B^arlinenf  since  • 

ic^He^ 'Mt /.  /        i;  <  :  '^'.^■-         -     '    ^     -7,446  89 

ft|t]pfetid6d  the      '     •  -        8665  f)6 

dteil>|hiiWiasing  subsistence  stoi^^^ 

.biji«;Tfi ;    1^  V    i       '.  ..  -  ■'•';  V   •"      3^165  00 


>'l'- i 


ibli^bdiii^ 


ft    i*  V  ( 


4,281  80 


a  - 

te?  Ibr'all  puiT)o^\intil  the  end  of  the  seasoTiy  when,  and 
*  moliieys  duethe  laborers,  it  beiii^'a  partV)f' their  contract 
j«at;^h6  expiration  of  their  terms  of  serviced 
oWtheinag'^boat  ^incef  the  date  of  th€  laiiit'settlemeht  ofac^*^ 

business 'shall  next  engage  liiyatt^ntion. 
^  ^  i   -     Respectfully;  '^  ^ 

w  ;    ;'  r  RieHARD  DELAFIELD, 

^^^i^'         •        '  *^     •     CnptofEnginetra. 

AKLES  GkATIOT, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

March  3,  1831. 

Bead,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clatton  made  the  following 

^ •       REPORT : 

nnUiiee  appointed^  inpurstiance  of  the  resolution  of  the  1 5th  De* 
9*  butf  <<  to  examine  and  report  the  present  condition  qfthe  Post 
I  Department;  ifi  what  manner  the  laws  regulating  the  Depart- 
are  administered;  the  distribution  of  labor;  the  number  of  clerks, 
he  duties  assigned  to  each;  the  number  of  agents j  where  and  how 
yed;  the  compensation  of  contractors;  andj  generally ^  the  entire 
gement  qf  the  Department;  and  whether  further,  and  what  legal 
nons  are  necessary  to  secure  the  proper  administration  of  its  qf^ 
^^respectfully  report: 

the  papers  herewith  submitted  contain  the  information  which  they 

lected  in  obedience  to  the  resolution,  and  which  is  now  laid  before 

ite  without  remark  or  comment     These  papers  are  niarked  and  de- 

as  follows,  viz: 

e  Fbstmaster  General's  letter  to  the  committee,  dated  February  2^, 

d  delivered  to  the  chairman  on  the  1st  of  March,  at  10  o^clock  P.  M. 

er  is  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  committee  of  the  24th  December 

is  marked  No.  1. 

)er  marked  A,  No.  2,  in  reference  to  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 

snt. 

)er  marked  K,  No.  3. 

)er  marked  L,  No.  4. 

)er  marked  M,  No.  5,  respecting  defaulters. 

)er  marked  N,  No.  j6,  stating  the  cases  in  which  the  lowest  bids  for 

the  mail  were  not  accepted. 

«r  marked  I,  No.  7,  containing  an  inventory  of  property  in  the  iron 

)er  marked  No.  8,  B,  being  two  letters  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
luary  31,  1831. 

»er  marked  C,  containing  a  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,   of 
of  February  22,   covering  C.  K.  Gardner's  letter  of  the  21st  Feb- 

iper  marked  D,  being  a  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  dated  Feb- 
1831,  received  on  the  24th. 

per  marked  E2,  containing  the  letters  of  the  Hoh.  John  McLean  ta 
littee. 

pqr  marked  F,  being  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  (General,  dated 
1831,  covering  copies  of  certain  letters  of  Joha  McLaixl  «xid 
Bradley. 
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13.  Paper  marked  G,  Judge  Test's  letter  to  the  committee. 

14.  Paper  marked  H,  letter  of  the  Hon.  George  M.  Bibb. 

15.*  Paper  marked  1,  No.  15,  containing  depositions  of  Mr.  C.  K,  Gai 
Mr.  0.  B.  Brown,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Suter,  and  Mr.  Dundas. 

16.  Paper  marked  J,  No.  16,  containing  the  interrogatories  and  letti 
the  committee.  ' 

17.  Paper  marked  K,  No.  17,  containing  the  journal  of  the  committc 
the  deposition  of  Abraham  Bradley,  unfinished  for  want  of  time. 

The  committee  have  received  abstracts  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  referred  to 
Postmaster  General's  letter  of  the  date  of  the  26th  February,  being  crn 
in  part  to  interrogatories  respecting  the  causes  of  the  increased  expen 
of  the  last  year,  which,  the  Postmaster  General,  in  that  letter,  allege 
*<  incomplete  for  want  of  lime,"  and  which  have  been,  at  his  requei 
turned  to  him,  "that  they  may  be  completed  during.the  recess." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON,   Ckairm 


No.  1. 

Post  Office  Department, 

26ih  February^  M 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  select  committee  of  whid 
are  chairman,  requiring  information  from  this  Department  in  nine  dlv 
of  subjects,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  as  follows: 

First  A  statement  of  the  whole  incidental  expenses  of  the  Depart 
**  giving  the  various  items  of  such  expenses,"  from  July  1, 1826,  to  J 
1827, 'marked  A;  a  statement  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Depart 
^^giving  the  various  items  of  such  expenses,"  from  July  1,  1827,  to  J 
1828,  marked  B;  also,  a  like  statement  from  July  1^  1828,  to  July  1, 
marked  C;  and  a  like  statement,  from  July  1,  1829,  to  July  1, 
marked  D. 

Second,  A  "distinct"  statement,  so  far  as  the  force  within  the  po 
Jhe  Department  has  been  able  to  complete  it,  of  the  various  items  whicl 
caused  the  increase  of  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1830,  b 
those  of  the  year  preceding,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ar 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ^nd  thirty -eight  cents, 
resolution  of  the  committee,  <*  desiring  to  know  distinctly  what  are  t 
provements  in  mail  facilities,  or  other  causes  which  have  occasioned  t 

rrpaspH  PTnAnHitnrp."    rpniiiri^Q  tho  trori/Mia  ifomo    in    oil  ♦Ko   AVY>c^nr1ifi 
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:  for  the  last  jrear,  commencing  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  (marked  F  for 

portationy)  in  order  to  enable  an  experienced  clerk  to  proceed  with  the 

»aratiye  statement,  by  collating  the  two  accounts,  item  by  item,  and 

)g  and  recording  the  causes  of  difference  as  well  as  the  amounts,  to 

nt  the  true  result,  (marked  6  and  H.)    These  have  not  been  com« 

d,  from  the  absolute  insufBciency  of  the  time.     As  the  statements  may 

after  be  completed  by  the  principal  pay  clerk  during  the  recess  of  Con" 

},  the  committee  is  requested  to  return  these  papers,  when  they  dis- 

e  with  them>  to  the  Department     In  answer  to  the  desire  of  the  com- 

ee  *^  to  ascertain  how  mqch  the  amount  of  revenue  has  been  augmented'^ 

the  improvements  and  increase  of  facilities  in  mail  transportation,  it 

lid  be  stated  that  the  increase  of  revenue  is  not  produced  immediately 

the  addition  of   mail  facilities,  but  that  such  improvements  are. the 

s  of  a  gradual  increase  of  revenue  in  future  years.     The  increase  of  re- 

Sf  according  to  the  last  report,  for  the  year  commencing  the  1st  of 

,  1829,  above  the  receipts  of  the  year  preceding,  was  2143,164  68. 

increase  of  receipts  may  have  been  partly  occasioned  by  greater  strict- 

in  enforcing  the  rules  of  accountability  and  the  post  office  laws;  but 

chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  extension  of  mail  accommodations  in 

ding  "years,  together  with  the  regular  growth  of  correspondence  with 

opulation  of  the  country. 

e  augmentation  of  the  revenue  has  been  immediately  perceptible,  how- 

in  the  post  offices  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile^  derived  from  the 

3vement  in  the  mail  accommodation  between  those  places,  exclusively 

e  general  advantage  received  from  that  improvement  in  post  office 

lue  at  all  tlie  cities  in  the  Atlantic  States  having  intercourse  with  NeW 

ins.     The  total  re(5eipts  of  postages  at  these  two  •ffices  for  two  years^ 

aencing  with  1829,  the  new  contract  having  g(me  into  operation  in 

mber,  1829,  are  as  follows: 

1839.  1830.  Increase. 

Orleans,  from  1st  Jan.  to  Ist  April,    «7,364  97  10,642  58  ,  3,277  61 

1st  April  to  1st  July,     8,438  00  10,298  79     1,860  79 

1st  July  to  1st  October,  7,416  82  8,409  31        992  49 

1st  Oct.  to  31st  .Oec'r,   8,514  12  9,141  96  .       627  84 

ise  of  postages  for  this  office  in  1830  over  1829,  106,758  73 

le,  from  1st  January  to  1st  April,  FJJ2,416  27  2,767  82  351  55 

Ist  April  to  1st  July,  1,926,54  2,436  77  510  23 

1st  July  to  1st  October,  1,425  88  1,632  26  206  3d 

Ist  October  to  3l8t  Dec'r,  1,875  68  2,177  48  801  80 

urease  of  postages  at  this  office  in  1830  over  1829,  gl,369  96 

I 

e  expenditures  of  the  year  commencing  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  exceed- 
ose  of  the  preceding  year  by  8158,238  77,  although  the  increase  of 
}\3  for  that  year,  above  those  bf  the  former,  was  but  £108,540  47# 
expenditures  of  the  year  commencing  the  1st  of  July,  1829  j  exceeded 
of  the  preceding  year  but  8150,575  38,  while  the  increase  of  receipt§ 
n  that  year,  above  the  former,  was  8143,164  68.  It  will  thus  be  ob- 
5d,  on  comparing  the  increase  of  these  two  years  with  each  other,  that 
dvantage  is  ia  favor  of  the  latter  year,  oommMcing  the  lat  Jiiiy  ^  IM9| 

■         /  . 
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by  834,634  21;  and  yet  the  excess  of  eiqpenditore  is  less  than  that  of  the 
year  commencing  the  Ut  July,  1888,  by  S7>663  39.  Or,  to  present  the 
comparison  in  a  more  obvious  point  of  view,  the  excess  of  expenditure  ia 
the  year  commencing  the  Ist  July,  1828,  beyond  that  of  its  preceding  yeir, 
exceeds  the  increase  of  receipts  of  the  same  year  by  $49^698  30;  whereu, 
the  excess  of  expenditure  in  the  last  year,  commencing  the  1st  July,  1829, 
beyond  that  of  the  preceding  year,  exceeds  the  increase  of  receipts  but  by 
07,410  70;  and  yet  no  complaint  nor  imputation  is  founded  ob,  or  oueht  to 
apply  to,  the  maiiagement  of  the  finances  of  the  Department  withm  the 
former  year. 

Of  the  third  resolution,  the  first  requirement,  of  the  balances  4ue  to  tht 
Department  on  the  1st  of  October  last,  cannot,  during  the  present  quarter, 
be  furnished.  The  proceeds  of  postage  of  particular  offices  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  returns,  but  the  entire  amount  of  the  receipts  and  expeodi- 
tures  of  the  Department  cannot  be  posted  and  abstracted  from  the  legers 
into  the  ^^seneral  account,''  to  show  "  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Depart- 
ment," untu  about  two  quarters  transpire;  nor  so  soon  in  this  instance,  as 
the  bookkeepers  have  been  employed,  for  about  three  months  of  the  last 
.  quarter  and  this,  in  making  balance  sheets,  to  answer  a  resolution  of  the  laat 
session  of  the  Senate. 

To  the  second  requirement  of  this  resolution,  of  <<  the  state  of  the  funds 
and  the  pecuniary  responsibilities  of  the  Department^'  when  I  came  into 
office,  and  <Uhe  means  of  payment,"  the  answer  is,  that,  on  the  Ist  of 
April,  1829,  the  balance  on  the  books',  of  what  was  due  to  the  Department, 
amounted  to  2S573,530  36,  which  consisted  as  follows; 


, 


Of  cash  deposited  in  bank  (prior  to  the  1st  October,  1826) 

timated  to  be  lost  -  -  -  .  .     02,445  33 

Uncurrent  and  counterfeit  money  found  to  have  been  on  hand,      4,728  1% 
Amount  passed  to  accmintcrf'  bad  debts,        -  -  51,315  IS 

Amount  due  by  late  postmasters  and  others,  estimated  to  be 

bad  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  255,209  3T 

Amount  due  by  postmasters,  &c.,  estimated  as  available       -  126,250  61 
Cash  on  hand  -  -  -  -  -  *  133,581  80 


Making  the  above  aggregate  «...  ^573,530  36 

• 
The  certified  exhibit  of  the  moneys,  good  and  bad,  found  in  the  iron  chei^ 

left  by  the  late  senior  Assistant,  is  transcribed  in  the  paper  marked  I,  ao- 

nexed. 

The  pecuniary  responsibilities  of  the  Department,  when  I   came  iQt» 

office,  were  those  incurred  by  the  pre-existing  contracts;  and  the  means  of 

payment  were  the  available  debts  and  cash  on  hand,  (amounting  together  t» 

0259,832  41,)  and  the  current  revenue  of  the  Department,  to  be  derived 

exclusively  from  postages. 

Fourth.    The  number  of  clerks  employed  by  the  Department^  and  their 

salaries  per  annum,  up  to  the  1st  January  last,  are  as  follows: 


Obad.  B«  Brown,  chief  clerk,  01,700 
Thomas  B.  Dyer,  clerk,  -  1,400 
Joseph  W.  Hand,  "  -  1,400 
Ji^hnSuter,  <^      -    1,400 


John  McLeod,         clerk  -  <1,20(^ 

William  G.  Eliot,        "  -    1,200 

Michael  T.  Simpson,    "  -    1,20C1 

Nicholas  Tastet^          «^  -    1,10C^ 
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iQnders,       olerk. 
Dement,  ** 

D.  JacksoDjt  <' 
idaon, 
Arbuckle, 
.  Caldwelly 
laskelly 
Pitzhueh, 

C.  Ellison, 
Deming, 
Lipscomb, 
B.  Addison,  ** 
\  Ross, 
[oones, 
Simpson, 

D.  Hanson, 
D.  Addison, 
.  Overton, 
Qwin, 
Temple, 
L.  Douglass, 
Breathitt, 
B.  Blackford,  '< 

Whitwell,      « 
Boone,  " 


tfC 

ti 
a 
it 
u 
it 

t€ 

It 


tt 
if 
it 
a 
a 
a 
ti 
it 
ti 
it 


91,100 
1,100 
1,100 
1,100 
1,000 
IfOOO 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

-  1,000 
1,000 

•     1,000 

>  1,000 

-  1,000 

-  1,000 

-  1,000 

-  1,000 

>  1,000 
^     1,000 

-  1,000 

800 
800 
800 


Joseph  Sherrill,      clerk,    - 
Edmund  F.  Brown, 
John  G.  Johnson, 
William  French,  ** 

John  H.  Waggaman,    << 


it 
it 


8800 
800 
800 
800 
800 


£xtra  and  temporary  clerks. 


James  H.  Doughty, 
James  Coolidge, 
Charles  S.  Williams, 
John  Taylor, 
Richard  Emmons, 
Estwick  Evans, 
J.  J.  Lehmanowsky, 
John  P.  Denney, 
John  Marron, 
C.  H.  W.  Wharton, 
William  G  Eliot,  ir., 
Alex.  H.  Fitzhugh, 
Edmund  Burke, 
Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Livy  McLeaA  Blair, 
William  H.  Dundas, 


800 
800 
800 
800 
800 
800 
800 
800 
800 
800 
600 
600 
600 
600 
690 
800 


he  38  clerks  preceding,  who  occupy  permanent  places,  the  laws  of 
»  have  provided  as  follows: 


01,700 
1,400  each 
1,200      « 
1,000      " 
*  800 


a 


1  chief  clerk  at 

3  clerks 

5  " 

23     «« 

6  <« 

38 


1  be  perceived  that  five  of  those  receive  at  the  rate  of  j$l,100,  and 
»  receive  but  0800  salaries,  of  the  number  for  whom  01,000  each  is 
d.  This  division  of  legal  salaries  commenced  in  1819.  The  sum  of 
iation  is  not  exceeded;  and  when  two  salaries  qf  $1,200  and  81,000 
ded  equally  between  two  clerks  who  are  considered  of  equal  merit, 
)  estimated  by  the  agent  of  salaries  as  receiving  the  higher  and  lower 

in  alternate  quarters;  which,  in  the  result,  conforms  to  the  law. 
fther  cases  of  two  at  $800,  (which  are  of  but  temporary  occurrence,) 
im  a  provision  is  made  of  jBl,000,  the  surplus  assists  to  make  up  one 
1600  salaries,  and  an  additional  SlOOto  a  jBl,000  salary, 
salaries  of  the  permanent  clerks  are  paid  by  authority  of  acts  of 
Bsout  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  as 
m  done  since  the  establishment  of  the  General  Post  Office.     The 

of  the  extra  clerks  are  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Department,  un- 
rision  ifl  nade  by  Congress  for  the  extra  clerk  hire:  the  last  apprr- 


The  duties  of  all  these  clerks  are  exhibited  m  the  printed  stat 
marked  L. 

Fifth.  For  the  first  inquiry  in  Ihis  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  re 
.  committee  to  the  answer  made  by  me  to  the  Senate  in  fulfilment  of  it 
lution  of  the  last  session.  To  the  remainder  of  the  inquiry^  I  answc 
the  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Washington  city  and  Bal 
was  made  with  Richard  C.  Stockton,  dated  October  I9tb,  1827,  tc 
'  mence  January  1st,  1828,  and  to  continue  in  force  until  the  Slat  Deo 
1831,  at  91)800  per  annum. 

Under  this  contract,  he  was  never  required  to  perform  the  trip  firoi 
city  to  the  other  in  less  than  five  hours;  and  when  the  bad  state  of  th< 
in  the  winter  delayed  the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  Washington  from  the 
or  at  Baltimore  from  the  north,  which  frequently  happened,  it  was  « 
ed  by  special  express  between  these  two  cities' at  the  expense  of  the  E 
ment,  or  the  breaking  of  the  connexion  occasioned  an  entire  failui 
tween  the  north  and  the  south.  To  prevent  these  failures,  -  an  arrang 
^was  made  with  the  contractor  to  carry  the  mail  in  carriages  with  not 
than  two  passengers;  to  expedite  so  as  never  to  exceed  four  and  a  hail 
from  one  city  to  the  other,  and  never  to  arrive  in  Baltimore  at  a  late 
than  1^,  noon,  nor  in  Washington  at  a  later  hour  than  10  A.  M.,  the 
should  require  them  to  perform  the  trip  in  four  hours;  and  that  still  ( 
expedition  than  four  hours  should  be  given  to  it,  when  necessary  t< 
the  connexion  at  either  end  of  the  route.  This  arrangement  took  e£ 
the  first  of  December,  1829. 

It  was  also  found  necessary,  from  the  depredations  which  had  be€ 
eessfuliy  made  upon  the  mail  in  some  instances,  and  attempted  in  ( 
by  robbers,  to  cause  it  to  be  accompanied  by  armed  guards.  The  e: 
of  the  guards,  including  their  passages,  it  was  found,  would  amount 
wards  of  S  1,700  a  year.  It  was  therefore  stipulated,  that  for  the  inc 
expedition  and  certainty  of  arrivals,  so  as  to  keep  up  the  connexion  agr 
to  the  above  arransement,  and  also  for  furnishing:  and  transportins  the  ( 
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aereate  of  time  allowed,  hi^r  compensation  is  reduald  to  {^2,800  a  year. 
Tie  compensation,  therefore,  for  transp/orting  the  mail  between  this  place 
ad  Baltimore,  from  the  SOth  April,  1830,  to  the  present  time,  is  at  the  rate 
f  92,800  a  year. 

The  contract  first  mentioned  wa?  made  by  my  predecessor,  thd  last  men- 
ioned  by  myself. 

Sixth,  The  postmasters  who  have  been  defaulters  to  the  Government 
ince  I  came  ipto  office,  the  times  when  declared,  the  sum  due  from  each, 
nd  against  whom  ^uits  have  been  instituted,  are  set  forth  in  the  statement 
narked  M.  There  are  occasional  delinquencies  in  the  payment  of  drafts 
3f  the  Department,  sometimes  without  fault  in  the  postmasters,  sometimes' 
irom  a  misunderstanding  with  the  contractors,  and  sometimes  from  a  misun- 
lerstanding  on  their  part  of  the  slate  of  their  accounts,  which,  on  investiga- 
ion,  M-e  speedily  settled,  and  therefore  exaused:  so  there  are  frequent  de- 
iDquencies  in  the  making  of  deposites  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
regulations,  and  also  in  transmitting  their  quarterly  accounts;  but  being  sub- 
Bequeotly  made  and  rendered,  the  delinquency  ceases.  These  cases,  though 
there  may  be  some  existing  at  the  present  timeunarranged,  were  not  presum- 
ed  to  be  comprehended  within  the  call  of  tlic  committee,  as  they  are  not 
considered  absolute  defaulters  till  the  last  requisitions  of  the  Department 
affe  disregarded. 

'  To  the  seventh  inquiry,  the  answer  is  made  in  the  statement  marked  Nj 
and  the  reasons  assigned  in  that  statement  for  the  acceptances  given  furnish 
an  illustration  of  the  practice  of  the  Department  in  similar  cases  heretofore, 
which  practice  has  obtained  in  the  Department  from  the .  period  of  its 
earliest  records. 

Eighth.  **The  system  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  money*^  which 
prevailed  when  I  entered  the  Department,  was,  that  the  senior  Assistant  re- 
ceived and  disbursed  all  its  funds.  The  moneys  paid,  in  notes  or  specie, 
into  the  Department  at  Washington,  were  paid  to  him;  and  the  payments  in 
bank  throughout  the  Union  were  subject  to  his  entire  control. 

The  Postmaster  General  was  responsible  by  law  for  these  moneys,  but 
the  senior  Assista,nt  controlled  their  application  at  his  own  will.  The  latter, 
too,  kept  his  own  account  of  the  moneys  drawn  by  his  checks  from  the  banks, 
or  paid  out  of  the  chest  in  his  office,  without  the  intervention  of  a  clerk; 
sod  of  the  moneys  found  in  his  chest,  no  account  could  ever  be  discovered 
in  the  Department.  Thus,  it  will  be  perceived,  money  to  a  large  amount 
could  be  abstracted  from  the  funds  of  the  Department,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  head,  and  without  the  fear  of  detection.  There  was  no  check 
npon  any  such  transactions. 

The  system  now  adopted  is,  that  all  moneys  shall  be  paid  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  eertiiicates  of  deposite  in  banks;  and  that  no  mbney  can  lie  drawn 
from  these  deposites,  not  even  by  the  head  of  the  Department,  but  by  the 
fligoatures  of  two  officers  of  the  Department,  each  acting  independently  of 
the  other;  that  every  such  payment  shall  be  recorded  in  the  separate  books  ' 
of  these  officers;  and  that  no  drafts,  even  on  postmasters;  shall  be  made, 
without  the  investigation  and  signature  of  two  officers.  The  moneys  appro- 
priated for  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  are  not  mingled,  as  hercto- 
fcre,  with  the  funds  of  the  Department,  and  so  made  liable  to  oe  overc^rawn, 
liQt  those  moneys  are  especially  assigned  to  the  care  and  disbursement  of  a 
distinct  officer,  and  the  salaries  being  settled  monthly  and  quarterly^  are 
never  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Department,  his  account  \>e\Tif^Ve^Vm^ 
separate  book    More  strict  regulations  are  enforced^  requmuf^th^  ipaYinveX 
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at  regular  periods  of  flie  fuDds  of  the  larger  ofSceS|  and  of  all  whose  post- 
masters are  instructed  to  deposite.  ^t  is  oelieved  that  the  moneys  of  this 
Department  are  now  applied  faithfully,  and  preserved  securely. 

Ninthy  and  lastly.  There  have  been  special  agents  employed  by  the 
Department,  for  particular  services  and  for  short  periods,  none  of  whom  have 
been  in  service  since  the  date  oi  the  resolution,  nor  for  some  time  previous. 
The  general  agent  of  the  Department  is  Preston  S.  Loughborouf^,  at  a 
salary  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  His  duties/  when  employed  at  the  sett 
of  Government,  are  described  in  the  printed  statement  marked  L;  and  when 
employed  at  a  distance,  they  are,  the  investigation  of  mail  robberies,  losses, 
dnd  depredations  by  postmasters,  and  the  examination  of  mail  rout^  and 
post  offices,  and  the  conduct  of  contractors  and  postmasters. 

There  are  also  three  persons  employed  in  the  Department  for  opening 
dead  letters,  (who  are  paid  under  the  denomination  of  agents,)  to  wit:  Charles 
Bell,  Remigius  Burch,  and  John  Davis,  who  are  each  paid  0400  per  annom, 
and  James  Tate,  who  acts  as  assistant  messenger,  and  also  as  clerk,  at  0300 
per  annum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRY. 
Han.  John  M  Clayton, 

Chairman  of  Select  Committee  U.  S.  Senate^  ^  ifc.  4^ 
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The  boojigkeepers^alsa  ^eepJej^Br  (N) jif^l^UiMse^  Sm^t^kMltlt 
ter?  and  contractors,  and  bare  charge  of  the  ca8)i4H>ii^  jQqsMi9f 
antV  bank  cjerk.  ^  ._       ^      t  /I  i^tiA/ 

[Total  poftniasters' accounts  8517;  of  contractors' accounts  l^Qsm^iij^t  mi 
rent  settlements  of  leger  N,  an  aggre^te  of  more  than  10»000  accowil%  iniffllbi 
balanced quaneiiy.J  '  *       ..     <      1/*  ..r,:;    .  v  v       i4aiqS||p(^^   1 

Solicitor's  Office^  /liijEl!^ 


Joseph  W.  Hand — Solicitor:  to  Whdm  is  aSvsigned  th'^ 
closing  of  all  accounts,  the  colledtibn  of  balances,  tht^^i 
suits,  and  the  correspondence  Witli  the  United ^Stat^'didtfe 
others,  m  relation  thereto;  also,  the  correspondence  cor 
accounts  of  postmasters.     [Sal.  ^,1^40Q.3.        \ 

John  Geo.  Whitwell — ^AssistsHhe  isolicitor  in  transmitting  the 
statements  of  late  and  priBsent  postmasteFsVaccoon^A 
dence  connectejl  therewith.  ,i;[Sa\*rvB800-]-i,,^it  4|.>  ,^£ja*9^'I 

David  Koones-r?fepare9  st9|eai;efitsi^{^t^ie^ppuQt9  PfxPI 

ters ancl. contractor^.  ,.LS?il.| #1000^] n^  ;>d;  ^^  •:y!ifoi-  \um%-iid 

*William  H.  Dundas^r-Rrepares  statements  i^fthc^accpji 

masters  apd  late  cpntract^rfj^,  ,^J:>^lvj8S,0P.]  f  »^  *t^\f.  t%^\  --^}>o 

*RichardvEmmons;^Copies,aceount9<oC(late\and>presQ9t 
coijtractors.     [Sal  gspo.]  ,     <«>.  ,•     ..      v    ^i^  .»  --  ,  ^t  .  j     ^ 

John  Suter — Principal  Pay  Clerk:  examines  th€^ccouiit8tlf|l 
ors'forthe  transportation  of  the  inaii,  ascertains'^ tbeii^d^ 
drafts  in  their  fatvor  on  the  postmasfters  belonging  to^theiirTo 
pay  books  of  the  pay  due,  of  the  sums  drawn  from  th)e  post  ^ 
the  drafts  and  checks  transmitte/i,  and  furnishes  bertificales^to  tlQ^! 
ant  of  the  sums  for  which  checks  are  required  tomeet  Sdl  p^yiii 
portation.     He  is  also  agent  for'  the  payment  of  salaries  1[ff 
clerks,  and  others,  of  the  Department  proper.'    [Sal.'  8l400,3 '  ^^''"♦'^ 
WHliam  Deminjj^iV:  and  E.  Section.  [Sal.  JlKK*).]  (TheaWbUB 
Fr.  G.  BhMord—MiddleJ^ection,  £SaI.  gSOO.],        )  Ihe^e^ 
•James  Coolidge — S.  and  'IV.  Section.  [Sal. "db\j^ ''     ( the  SSSt** 
.These  pay  clerks  fill  up  all  drafts  on  postmasters,  (upwa 
number  per  annum.)  and  transmit  them  tp  the  contract6i*s.,  .  ..  ^ 

*John  Marron — Prepares  statements  of  contractors^  ac^ouol^, 
sent  postmasters,  for  the  solicitor.  £Sal.  g800.]     ^       .     ,  -  /   <( 


>u^f 


Examiners^  Office. 


■\<\ 


'  t 


•A<fl  4t|l 


William  G.  Eliot — Chitf  Examine:  who  is  charged  Wifli  the 
and  examining  of  all  postmasters'  accounts,  the  correspondence  i 
therewith,  receiving  and  depositing  in  bank  such  remittances  asare  li 
authorized,  returning  what  is  not  receivable,  and  with  notifying  and 
in^ delinquents.     [Sal.  $\200.f^         ^' 

Josiah  F.  Caldwell — ^Examines,  compares,  correct^,  and  ^'notes 
^es  of  letterson  hand.  [Sali  ^ipocj.         t:  *  ^    V/  i  ^.t 

Joseph  Haskell — -Earamt/icr  for  Pennsylvania  and  S».C»w^l^^ 

;Pre6lpy  Simpson-^£ir«m!^^      part  of  l>fejv  Vofk  [SaL  ^j,,,^ 


H^ft 


Ti    ■'      . 


*9  .        i  is  J 

^S^imll-^BataminertoTp^Hot  New  York.     [Sal.  JI800.] 
tiiVtiaiAiL'^.&gihn^ner  for  N.  JerseyyCreorgia^  Florida,  Mississippi, 
1%  Arkansas  Territory,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri.     [Sal.  8800.] 
G.:  Johnson — Examiner  for  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Illinois. 

aggoman— -Examiner  for  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  District  of  Go^ 

1-  do.] 

Souehty — JBxant/n^r  for  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 

2md^anada^znf(ils.   ,[Sa^L  .->  - 

.  Eliot^  jr. —Assist^  the  chief  examiner.     fSal.  2600.] 
I'r  Scott — Exaf^iiner  for  N.  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Delaware, 
aptuckyj  Indiana,  and  Michigan  Territory.     [Sal.  S600.] 


Registers*  Cifficil 


y 


<i 


^mv^ieta-^Chie/ Begisier,  prepares  ^11  the  -accounts  of  the  Depart- 
r  the  Treasury,  with  their  ivpucKersV  with  a^  general  quai^terly  account 
l^tl^^v^sfX^ndsi  for  dcifietent  vouchers,  and  does  the  correspondencein 
Iters'  business,  notifying  the  errors  of  all  postmastefs'^accounts,  and 
lytfii^tidtf  ^Telaf  ing  to  •them.     [Sal: '  »i  ioo:  ]       *    * 
lleLeod — Regi^tterj  south  and  west  section.     [Sal.  il$13bo:] 
iJI^UljiMickle — ^i?e^/6r,  north  and  east  section.     [Sal.  81000.] 
nm  C»  Ellison — Register  J  middle  section,     f  Sali  do.] 
ir^^ster  the  accounts  current  pf.  all  postmasters,  designating  the  dif- 
blMO^  of  eharge  in  each  particular  account;  re-examine,  and  note  the 

gh-r^Malj^es  abstracts  of  the  registers'  books  of  postmasters' 

and  files  thequarterly  accounts  of  all  postmasters.  [Sal.  do.} 

omb-T^Colleots,  compares,  numbers,  and  filea  contracts 

eryouch^rs;  arranges  abstracts,  and  prepares  ^alls  for 

J  [Sal.  do.]  ^;  i' )  .  n  t 

,]|(^QI^tn-JVIakea  abstracts  of  the  transoortation- accounts,  and  ar- 

ypUlhiicai  of.  thesq  for  the  f^reasury,  ,  [Sal.  ^00.  ] 

Qgh-7 Assists  in  abstracting  registers'  books.  [Sal.  8600.1 

r^tt*  ^fA/     Mtached  to  the  First  Division.        \    > 

^bi^TiSl^t^^ieeps  the  Assistai^t^^' bank  leger,  the  cash  book,  and 
Lof  "  Delcibsitirig!  Post  Offices,*'*  and  makes  monthly  and  quarterly 
StWe^sfi^re'^mia;^^^^^^  [Sal.  gllOO.] 

p.  Hanson — ^Assists  in  thti  c6rrespondence  of  the  Assistant,  re- 
lof  this  division,  and  of  the  Postmaster  General.   [Sal.  81000.] 
ylor^Register  of  Letters^  endorses,  registers,  numbers,  and 
ic^^yed  iif  this  and  the  third  division,  and  records  letters.  [Sal. 


*  i' 


SECOND  DIVISION^.  .      , 


\. 


l^^'^hhie^-^^-^s^istdnt' Postmaster  General:  to  whom  is  assigned, 
^Ptotmaster  General,  the  charge  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  the 
^****'^''^-    "'ltioii:bf  post  offices;  the  appointment,  supervision. 


faster?;  and  the  security  of  remittances  b^  tiv&\\\  t^- 


^. 


^ 
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^y 


quinrig  a  supenrision  of  the  offices  of  this  divisioii^'  and  aM^itl^ 
fice  of  appointments;  the  direction  of  its  duties  andlcdh^;!^^]^^ 
amitiationof  mail  routes,  in  order  to  determine  the  loca^^  ol^i] 
and  the  reporting  of  cases  of  applications  and  compldnla^fiMr  npi 
the  Postmaster  General.  ''\J!  ■'''^^^^' 

.Office  of  •dppoinlmenis.        ,^  ^.  ,^ 

Andrew  M.  D.  Jackson — Corresponding  Clerk:  (or^ik^^^iM 
York  and  Pennsylvania.     [Sal.  JfllOO.]  **  >^  *f:   w^vji%V 

Samuel  Gwin — Corresponding  Clerk: 'ht  the Stiies(diifxth»i^^ 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,*  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Teni^iefl^Qi^I 
tucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  the  Territories. of^ 
kansas.     [Sal.  « 1000.  J 

John  T.  Temple — Corresponding  Clerk:  for  the^  Statea^fyji^i 
ryland,  Virginia,  Ohio,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Territocjr  pj 
gan.  [Sal.  flOOO.]      •  v-  7:i«f| 

*Estwick  Evans — Corresponding  Clerk:  for  the  States  of  Milw^ 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticii^  aidll 
Jersey.     [Sal.  §800.]  -  VrHlitJ 

Their  duties  consist  in  the  examination  and  endorsement  of  J 
letters  and  reports;  obtaining  and  noting  information  from  thel 
the  office  of  mail  contracts;  filing  papers  in  appropriate  parcels  an#j 
fying  charges  against  postmasters  and  assistants,  and  complaints  of^ftiij'j 
of  offices;  \yriting  references  of  cases;  and  for  statements  of  dis! 
and  other  topographi^l  information;  and  otherwise  assisting 
spondencc  of  this  office.     They  also  prepare  abstracts  of  casesi'i 
attest  commissions,  and  enter  the  changes,  discontinuances,  and^ 
in  the  bond  book,  with  the  penalties  of  the  bonds;  inspect  all 
ecution,  an^  return  them  for  correction  when  required. 

*Charles  S.  Williams — Prepares  the  letters  of  appointment, 
ance,  and  bonds,  with  the  oaths,  and  blanks  for  new  offices,  for 
writes  notices  of  appointment,  change,   and  discontinuance,  c^Sl 
and  the  statements  of  distances,  in  the  appointment  book,  and,'p6^1 
into  the  register  of  postmasters;  enters  all  changes  in  post  offices  * 
betical  book  of  changes,  and  in  the  State  book  of  changes;  pre[ 
missions,  and  furnishes  the  office  pf .  mail  contracts  with  a  statSfi^ 
newly  established  offices  requiring  a  change  of  routp,  private  offict|^1 
fices  discontinued.     [Sal.  SSOO.]  ^ 

*Edmund  Burke — Records  and  transmits  the  letters  from  tbe 
pointments,  and  occasionally  aids  the  preceding  clerk.f    [Sa];^4< 

Joseph  Borrows — Messenger:  His  duty  is  to  put  up  all  packet^ 
for  postmasters,' keys,  locks,  stamps,  tables  of  post  offices,  law8,and^1 
tions  to  be  franked;  to  keep  an  account  thereof;  to  superscribe  all    ^^ 
to  be  sent  to  old  offices;  and  to  seal  all  commissions.  [Sal.  1^400. 

Dead  Letter  Office. 

Michael  T.  SinSpson — Superintendent:  His  duty  is  to  examine 
ters  containing  articlesof  value;  to  enter,  number,  and  transmit  eaeh^ 
contents,  to  the  writer  or  owner,  in  a  letter  to  the  postmaster  neaiiq^ 
dence,  with  receipts  to  be  executed;  and  if  a  dead  letter  is  return 
it,  &c.     In  eases  of  enclosures  that  arc  not  money,  he  numbers 


o^ 
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kfetits;  enters,  endorses*,  and  files  them,  if  law  papers,  in  the  order  of 
if  others,  aJphabetically.  It  is  his  duly,  also,  to  make  searches;  to  , 
applications  tor  enclosures;  to  correspond  with  postmseters  on  the 
of  dead  letters  sent  to  them  for  delivery;  and  to  report  special  fail- 
Iso,  to  complete  the  unfinished  business  of  filing  and  arranging  the 
ers.  The  moneys  remaining  on  hand  are  periodicalty  deposited  in 
ubject  to  the  future  claims  of  the  owners  thereof.  [Sal.  Si 200.] 
iiiasRoss,  [Sal.  JSlOOO.]  >  Assist  the  Superintendent  in   the 

y  M'Lean  Blair,     [Sal.  y|S600.]i      preceding  duties. 

(Mem.     Near  500,000  dead  letters  were  returned  during  the  Itfst  yejir.) 

Office  of  Instruction  and  of  Mail  Depredations,     ' 

Loughborough — Corresponds  with  postmaster?,  m  relation  to  their 
rights  and  duties  under  the  law  and  the  standing  iiistructious,  and 
licates  the  decisions  of  the  Postmaster  General  on  such  questions;  di- 
der  his  orders  prosecutions  for  violations  and  mail  robberies;  attends 
ses  of  mail  losses  and  depredations,  and  of  lost  letters.  Connected 
is  duty  is  that^  of  corresponding  witli  agents  of  the  Departrrtpnty 
out  their  instructions,  receiving  their  reports,  and  reporting  chargies' 
trmation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


THiRt)  Dtvisjo:?^.       ^ 

liah  Bi  Brown — Chief  Clerk:  is  charged  with  the  dutieis  of  thisdi- 
aod  especially  as  Superintendent  of  the  «'  OflBce  of  Mail  Contracts.*' 

Office  of  Mail  Contracts.  s 

lusiness  done  in  this  branch  is  the  regulating  and  adjusting  mail  routes 
r  connexions;  the  times  of  arrival  and  departure  of  mails;  the  fre« 
of  their  trips;  and  conduct  of  contractors  and  carriers:  arranging, 
g,  and  advertising  mail  routes:  recording  and  comparing,  at  th(i  ap- 
times,  proposals  for  contracts,  with  the  testimonials  of  the  persons 
ig;  completing  the  contracts;  procuring  and  supplying  mail  port- 
X,  bags,  and  hocks;  arranging  distributing  post  oflices,  and  the  dis- 
I  to  be  made  at  each;  keeping  a  route-book  of  all  the  mail  routes, 
:es  thereon,  and  their  relative  ppsitionsand  distances;  and  conduct- 
sorrespondence  in  relation  to  the  above  duties.  The  division  of  du- 
ng the  clerks  is  as  follows: 

ir  Nelson — Correspondins^  Clerk:  for  the  States  of  Maine,  New 
ire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecti2ut,  and  New 
[Sal.  »1100.] 

;e  L.  Douglass — Corresponding  Clerk:  for  the  States  of  Virginia, 
ad  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  Territory,  Alabaqja,  Mississip- 
siana,  and  Tennessee.     [Sal.  glOOO.] 

;c  Breathitt — Corresponding  Clerk:  for  the  States  of  New  Jersey, 
vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Distiict  of  Columbia,  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
n  Territory,  Indiana/  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Territory^ 
(KM).] 

/7 
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Their  duties  consist  in  the  examination  of  petitions,  letters,  and  feporfi; 
endorsing  on  the  back  of  each,  for  the  inspection  and  decision  of  the  Post* 
master  General,  their  respective  contents;  filing  papers  in  their  proper  cases; 
examining  the  claims  of  contractors  for  special  and  additional  services;  not- 
ing the  alterations  on  contracts;  requiring  contractors  to  supply  newly  es- 
tablished offices,  and  notifying  changes  in  routes;  furnishing,  at  stated  peri* 
ods,  the  **  superintendent,"  for  the  examination  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
with  memoranda  showing  the  amount  of  additional  allowances,  stating  to 
whom  and  on  what  contracts  such  allowances  have  been  made;  and  in  doing 
that  part  of  the  correspondence,  &c.  which  relates  to  the  States  annexed  to 
their  names. 

Thomas  B.  Addison — Keeps  the  proposal  books;  files  proposals,  and  oaths 
of  mail  carriers;  fills  contracts  and  bonds  for  execution;  and  has  them  in 
general  charge;  prepares  them  for  the  Treasury,  and  statements  of  them  for 
Congress.     [Sal.  aiOOO.] 

Walter  D.  Addison — Records  and  prepares  for  tramsmission  all  letters  r^ 
lating  to  the  business  of  this  division.   [Sal.  jHOOO.] 

*John  J.  Lehmanowsky — Collects  the  names  and  location  of  the  post  offi- 
ces on  each  mail  route  in  the  Union;  ascertains  their  distances  from  each 
ether,  and  arranges  them  on  the  route  book.     [Sal.  ^800.] 

Office  of  Cfd^  Clerk, 

Under  the  direction  of  the  chief  clerk,  the  following  clerks  areemployed: 
Edmund  F.  Brown — Endorses  and  registers,  after  being  audited,  all  ac* 
counts  of  the  Department,  except  for  transportation;  registers  all  checks  for 
moneys;  keeps  the  chief  clerk's  moneyed  transactions;  examines  and  answers^ 
such  miscellaneous  letters  as  are  committed  to  him  by  the  chief  clerk^.  [Sal. 
jSSOO.] 

Prepares  sta^tements  for  Congress  and  for  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  the  Executive;  and  assists  the  chief  clerk  in  miscellaneous  dutie& 

*  Extra  and  temporary  clerki,  who  are  necessarily  employed  to  discharge  the  dotiaui- 
nexed  to  their  names,  until  further*provision  is  made  by  Uw. 

NoTi.— The  division  of  States  which  obtains  with  the  bookkeepers,  and  generally  go- 
verns in  the  division  of  duties  in  this  Department,  is  as  follows: 

Nmihand  £att  Section:  (1)  Maine,  New  Hampthire ,  Vennont,  Massachusetts,  Bhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  and  (2)  New  York. 

Middle  Section:  (1)  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dekware,  Maryhind,  District  of  CoIuib- 
bia,  (2^  Kentucky,  O^io,  and  Blichigan  Territory. 

South  and  Wett  Section:  (1)  Virginia,  North  Carol'ma,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Flondb 
Territory,  (2)  Alabama,  Mississippi^  Louisiana,  Arkansas  Territory ,  Tennessee,  IndiM^ 
Illinois,  and  Missouri. 
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In  the  aboVe  cases  suits  have  been  instituted  in  the  district  courts  of  tho. 
United  States  on  the  bond  and  account  of  each  postmaster.  , 

There  are  other  cases  of  defalcations  by  postmasters,  who,  in  many  of  the 
instances,  ha\5e  been  removed,  or  who  have  resiprned  subsequently  to  their 
defaults,  but  which  have  been  i?ecured  or  settled  without  suit.  These  cases 
are  various  in  degrees,  both  as  to  tim^  and  amount  of  defalcation,  but  are 
not  entered  on  any  particular  statement  or  book  in  the  manner  of  cases  in 
which  suits  are  instituted.  Want  of  ti^me  prevents  a  recapitulation  of  this 
class  of  defalcations,  as  the  statements  are  spread  through  the  files  and  books 
of  the  Department;  and  in  many  of  these  cases  there  would  be  an  inherent 
difficulty  in  completing  the  list.  In  some  instances,  4}robably  to  avoid  suits, 
the  payments  have  been  made  at  so  early  a  period  after  the  defalcation  oc- 
curred, that  it  might  be  a  questionable  point  to  determine  that  such  persons 
should  be  reported  as  defaulters  at  this  time,  the  default  being  so  tempora- 
ry. In  all  cases  of  default  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1S30,  suits  have  been  in- 
stituted agajnst  such  as  gnve  no  just  ground  of  hope  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment^  and  in  other  casts,  transcrij)ts  of  their  accounts  have  been  made  from 
the  books  of  the  Department,  and  transmitted  for  collection.  In  many  ca- 
ses drafts  have  been  made  on  the  defaulting  postmasters  or  their  sureties, 
and  in  others  they  have  been  directly  called  upon  for  payment  through  the 
agency  of  other  postmasters.  With  respect  to  those  cases  which  have  ap- 
peared since  the  first  of  July,  1.S30,  they  have  not  been  generally  acted  upon, 
this  branch  of  business  being  nearly  three  months  jn  arrears,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  force  regularly  employed  upon  it  has  been  necessarily 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  reports  in  obedience  to  the  calls  of  the  Senate. 


N,  No.  6.       ' 

•i  LIST  af  iJontraci^^  made  in  October^  1829,  for  the  western  section 
of  the  United  States^  agreeably  to  proposals  advertised,  on  which  the 
lowest  bids  were  not  accepted,  with  the  reasons^assigned  thtrefor  in 
each  particular  case. 


I 

Boute 
,  No. 


IN    INDIANA. 


Vernon  to  Paqli^  once  a  week,  4&  miles.  • 

Accepted  to  Major  Ringo,  at    - 
James  Dugan  bid  8168  per  annum. 

Dugan  bid  for  31  routes,  and  his  recommendation  was  not 
suflBcient  to  justify  the  belief  that  he  would  be  competent 
to  the  undertaking.     The  bid  of  Ringo  was,  therefore,  I 
preferred.  ,  ' 


Amount 
per  annual. 


<175  00 


45 
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LIST— Continued. 


Route 
No 


9 


10 


26 


40 


49 


60 


Charleston  to  New  Providence,  once  a  week,  17  miles. 
Accepted  to  Major  Ringo      •    - 
Wiliiaiv  Gibson  bid  039  per  annum. 
*  Gibson's  bid  was  much  lower  than  any  person  could  afford 

to  perform  the  service  for,  ^and  there  was  no  assurance 

given  to  the  Department  of  his  ability  to  perform.     His 

bid  was  therefore  rejected. 
Lawrenceburg,  by  Georgetown, '&c.,  to  Lawrenceburg, 

once  a  week,  equal  to  31  miles. 

Acceptfd  to  Luther  Hinman     -  -  -p  - 

Wyeth  and  St  John  bid  JSIOO  per  annum. 
Hinman  was  the  former  contractor,  approved,  and  there- 
fore preferred. 
Madison  to  Versailles,  once  a  week,  25  miles. 

Accepted  to  Major  Ringo 

Frederick  Green  bid  S70  per  annum. 
Green  was  not  recommended;  therefore  his  bid  was  re- 
jected. 
Brownstown  to  Terre  Haute,  once  a  week,  134  miles. 

Accepted  to  Alfred  J.  A  than     -  -  -  . 

Joseph  A.  Wright  bid  8334  per  annum. 
Wright  was   not  sufficiently  known  nor  recommended; 

therefore  his  bid  was  rejected. 
Dickson's  Mills  to  Montezuma,  once  a  week. 

Accepted  to  Eli  Newling*,  at     - 

Washington  Walls  bid  S98  per  annum. 
Newling  was  the  former  contractor,  and  approved.     The 

*  preference  was  therefore  given  to  him. 
Eugene  or  Covington  to  Fort  Wayne,  once  in  two  weeks. 

Accepted  to  George  Smith        -  -  -  - 

Thomas  W.  Mansfield  bid  J5338  per  annum. 
Smith  was  the  former  contractor;   Mansfield  unknown. 

The  preference,  therefore,  was  given  to  Smith. 
Versailles  to  Brownstown,  once  a  week,  50  miles. 

Accepted  to  John  Roner    *       -  -  -  ^ 

D.  R.  Midcap  bid  JI140. 
Boner  was  much  more  satisfactorily  recommended  than 

Midcap.     It  was  therefore  ^cemed  most  safe  to  give 

him  the  preference. 

ILLINOIS. 

Maysville  tp  St.  Louis,  130  miles,  twice  a  week  on  part, 
and  once  on  part,  two  horse  stages. 
Accepted  to  Mills  &  Wetzell     -  -  -  - 

'£.  B.  Cleinson  bid  #990  per  annuni. 


Amount 
per  annum. 


\ 


g50  00 


104  00 


75  00 


39&  00 


100  00 


350  00 


149  00 


99&  00 


^m 
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Route 
No. 


72 


76 


87 


95 


97 


116 


119 


Adou 
pertni 


Mills  was  the  former  contractor,  and  approved;  his  horses 
ai\d  stages  were  aliready  on  the  route;  therefore  the  pre- 
ference was  given  to  him. 

Vandaiia  to  Carmi,  once  a  week. 
Accepted  to  John  Enochs         -  - 

Robert  Blackwell  bid  £200  per  annum. 

Blackwell  was  unknown,  and  not  recommended.  His  bid 
was  therefore  rejected. 

PeoHa  to  Galena,  once  a  week,  180  miles,  in  stages. 
Accepted  to  John  D.  Winters   -  '  - 

Pinney  Adams  bid  $600  per  annum.  • 

Adams  proposed  to  carry  on  horseback;  Winters  proposed 
to  carry  it  in  stages.     His  bid  was  therefore  accepted. 

IN  MISSOURI. 

Perry ville  to  Gasconade  G.  H.,  once  a  week,  150  miles. 
Accepted  to  Edward  M.  Holden  •  -  . 

Hugh  Barqjiay  bid  vS600  per  annum. 

Barclay  was  not  suflBciently  known,  nor  recommended. 
His  bid  was  therefore  rejected., 

Fredericktown  to  Jackson,  once  a  week,  50  miles. 
Accepted  to  Wm.  Dillard  and  R.  L.  Cobb 
Spiva  &  Porter  bid  8160  per  annum. 

The  recommendation  of  Spiva  &  Porter  was  not  satisfac- 
tory; therefore  their  bid  was  rejected. 

IN  TENNESSEE.  | 

Blountsville  to  Enoxville,  thrice  a  week,  100  miles. 

Accepted  to  Rufus  Stanley       -  -  .  - 

Larkin  Maxwell  bid  ji3,000  per  annum. 
Maxwell  was  not  satisfactorily  recommended;  his  bid  was 

therefore  rejected. 
Ashville,  N. .  C.,  to  Cheek's  Cross  Itoads,  once  a  week,  80 

miles. 

Accepted  to  Samuel  Newland  -  -  -  - 

Ambrose  Slater  bid  8400  per  annum. 
Slater's  proposal  was  to  carry  on  horseback;  Newland  in 

stages.     His  proposal  was  therefore  accepted. 
Knbxville  to  Cumberland  Gap,  once  a  week,  S2  miles. 

Accepted  to  John  Hill  -  -  -  ... 

Hugh  Barton  bid  8288  per  annum. 
Hill  was  the  former  contractor,  approved.     The  prefer- 
ence therefore  was  given  to  him. 


800 


672 


195 


4,950 


780  0 


«95  0( 
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vHIe  to  Tazewell  C.  H.,  once  a  week,  40  miles, 
cepted  to  Jphn  Hill  '    - 

n.  McBee  bid  0175  per  annum, 
vas  the  former  contractor,  approved.     The  prefer- 
«  was  therefore  given  to  him. 
age  to  Monroe,  once  a  week,  61  miles. 
;epted  to  J.  Murphy  -  -  .  . 

Hinds  bid  0199  per  annum. 

I  was  not  sufficiently  known  nor  recommended.   His 
ifas  therefore  rejected, 
gton  to  Warehouse,  Mi.,  once  a  week, 
cepted  to  John  H.  Collins    -  -  •  . 

Wilcox  bid  080  per  annum.  • 

IS,  the  former  contractor,  approved.     The  preference 
refore  was  given  to  him. 
ibia  to  Jackson,  once  a  week,  140  miles, 
cepted  to  Stokes  &  Springer  -  .  . 

les  Jeffreys  bid  0549  50  per  annum, 
ys  was  not  recommended;  his  bid  was  therefore^re- 
ted. 

IN  ALABAMA. 


Vf itchell  to  Montgomery,  thrice  a  week,  90  miles. 

icpted  to  William  Walker   - 

Iter  B.  Lucas  bid  02,900  per  annum. 

sr  proposed  to  run  post  coaches,  and  so  to  increase 

expedition  as  to  gain  one  day  in  this,  and  the  route 

necting  this  with  Mobile,  which  would  connect  the 

V  Orleans  mail  with  the  Atlantic  cities  one  day  quick- 
It  was  therefore  accepted  as  the  most  eligible  bid. 

ly  to  Mpbile  Point,  once  in  two  weeks,  60  miles. 

lepted  to  Patrick  Byrne       -  -  -  - 

les  W.  Johnson  bid  0310  per  annum. 

3n  had  been  a  very  inefficient,  contractor.     His  pro- 

il  was  therefore  rejected. 

orne  to  Washington  G.  H.,  50  miles,  once  a  week; 

Q  Clairborne  to  Coffeeville,  once  a  week. 

lepted  to  A.  B;  Cummings  -  . 

EL  Moore  bid  0800  per  annum. 

lings  was  the  former  contractor,  approved;  Moore 
not  sufficiently  known.     The  preference  was  there- 

S'ven  to  Cummings.  i 

obile  to  New  Orleans,  in  steamboats  and  stages; 
ertised  April  15th,  to  be  determined  July  12,  1829. 
;epted  to  James  Reestde  &  Co. 


Amount 

per  annum. 

180  OO 

215 

00 

9 

1 

• 

85 

1 

00 

554 

00^ 

\ 

4,230  oa^ 


357  00 


848  oa 


-  \5^Sf^C5^^»^ 
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Addison  W.  Lane  bid  £9,000  per  annfam. 

Several  others  bid  lower  than  the  accepted  proposals,  but 
the  route  required  a  large  investment  in  steamboats,  and 
no  evidence  was  given  of  the  ability  of  any  of  the 
underbidders  to  fulfil  the  contract  After  the  delay 
of  a  week  to  obtain  ^ch  evidience,  if  it  existed,  the  de- 
cision was  made  as  above,  because  confidence  was  not 
warranted  in  any  lower  bid. 

Woodvrlle  to  Columbia,  once  a  week^  95  miles. 

Accepted  to  Wm.  S.  Filler       -  -  .       ^    . 

Minor  M. •Whitney  bid  8685  per  annum.. 

Filler  was  the  former  contractor,  approved.     The  prefer- 
ence was  therefore  given  to  him. 

HaTnpstead  c.  h.  to  Conway,  once  in  two  week^^  70  miles. 
Aecepted  to  Joshua  Morrison   -     .       - 
Allen  M.  Oakley  4nd  8220  per  annum. 

Morrison  was  the  former  contractor,  approved;  therefore 
the  preference  was  given  to  him. 


700 


225 


A  LIST  of  contracts^  made  in  October ,  1830,  for  the  southern  secti 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  proposals  advertised j  on  which  i 
lowest  bids  were  not  accepted,  with  the  reasons  assigned  therefor 
each'particular  case. 


Route. 
No. 


1,901 
1,902 
1,903 
2,047 
2,101 
2,102 
2,104 
2,105 
2,254 
2,255 
2,352 
2,^53 


1    -r- 


From  Washington  to  Richmbndf,  Va; 

Richmond  tm  Petersburg. 

Petersburg  to  Warrenton,  N.  C. 

Petersburg  to  Halifax,  N.  C. 

Warrenton  to  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

'Raleigh  to  FayetteviHie. 

Fayetteville  to  Cheraw,  S.  C. 

Halifax  to  Raleigh. 

Cheraw  to  Colunabia. 

Columbia  to  Augusta,  Geo. 

Augusta  to  Milledgeville. 
.    Milledgeville  to  Fort  Mitchell,  Ala. 
All  the  above  routes  were  accepted  in  favor  of  John 
H.  Avery,  James  Reeside,  and  Edwin  Porter  & 


'Amount 
per  antiun 
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Ob.,  for  the  annual  compentetion  of  8679950;  so 
improved  as  to  gain  12  hours  by  increased  expe- 
dition, to  provide  and  transport  an  armed  guard  at 
their  own  expense,  when  required,  and  to  convey 
all  Government  expresses  without  expense  to  the 
Department 

The  lowest  bids  on  the  above  routes  were  as  follows: 

No.  1,901.  Wm.  Thompson,  at  S5,000;  he  was  un- 
known to  the  Department,  and  not  recommended; 
therefore  his  bid  was  rejected. 

No.  1,902.  Lewis  Billings,  at  01,500;  he  was  not 
sufficiently  known  nor  recommended;  therefore  his 
bid  was  rejected. 

No.  1,903.  Lewis  Campbell,  at  j!5,848;  not  recom- 
mended, and  believed  to  be  incompetent  to  the  un- 
dertaking: his  bid  was,  therefore,  rejected. 

No.  2,047.  Lemuel  Stoughten  &  Co., at  22,500;  they 
were  not  sufficiently  known  nor  recommended; 
therefore  their  bid  was  rejected. 

No.  2,101.  Edward  Haeston  &  Co.,  at  04,450;  not 
known  nor  recommended;  therefore  their  bid  was 
rejected. 

No.  2,102.  Lark  Fox,  &  Co.,  at  24,365;  Fox  ^as  in- 
solvent, and  the  Department  had  no  assurance  that 
he  would  be  able  to  furnish  suitable  horses  and 
coaches  for  the  route.  His  partner  was  not  re- 
ported; he  had  once  been  ail  indifferent  contractor: 
his  bid  was,  therefore,  rejected. 

No.  2,104.  Lark  Fox,  &  Co.,  at  85,000;  The  re- 
marks above  (No.  2,102)  are  equally  applicable  to 
this. 

No.  2,105.  C.  W.  McKinstry,  dt  01,773.  His  bid 
was  for  two  horse  stages;  it  was  determined  to  run 
four  horse  post  coaches.  McKinstry  was  not  satis- 
factorily recommended  for  S0  imptfrtant  a  route: 
his  bid  was,  therefore,  rejected. 
No.  2,254.  C.  W.  McKinstry,  at  04,785?  he  was 
not  satisfactorily  recommended  for  so  important  a 
route. 

No.  2,255.  C.  W.  McKinstry,  at  05,525.  The  same 
remarks  as  above  (No.  2,254)  equalFy  applicable 
to  this. 
No.  2,352.   C.  W.  McKinstry,  05,950.     Same  re- 
marks as  above. 
No.  2,353.   James  M.   Harris,  at  03,180;  not  suffi- 
ciently known,  nor  satisfactorilv  recommende^i. 
7 


I        -——a 

\mount 
per  annum. 
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R0iite, 
No. 


1,905 


1,926 


1,931 


1,936 


1,940 


1,942 


1,965 


1,976 
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Washington  eity  to  Lynchburg,  three  times  a  week,^ 
200  miles,  four  horse  post  coaches. 
Accepted  to  William  Smith  .  .  - 

W.  Hart  bid  $4f971  per  annum. 

Hart  was  not  recommended;  Smith  was  the  Corner 
contractor,  very  highly  approved,  and  had  very  re- 
cently, by  his  own  enterprise,  established  a  first 
rate  line  of  four  horse  post  coaches  on  the  whole 
route:  the  preference  was,  therefore,  given  to  him. 

Morgan  town  to  Wheeling,  once  a  week,  64  miles. 
Accepted  tc»  John  Hutchison         ... 
William  W»  La^ell  bid  8200  per  afinum. 

Lazell  was  not  sufficiently  known  nor  recommended; 
therefore  his  bid  was  rejected. 

Back   Creek  Valley  to  Cumberland,  three  times  a 
week,  51  miles,  in  four  horse  post  coaches* 
Accepted  to  M.  Hill         -  - 

U  illiam  B.  Burke  bid  Si, 500  per  annum. 

Burke  was  a  contractor,  and  praved  incompetent  ta 
the  undertaking. 

Winchester  ta  Staunton^  three  times  a  week,  94 
miles^  four  horse  post  coaches. 
Accepted  to  D.  S.  Danner  ... 

William  B.  Burke  bid  02,000  per  annum. 

Burke  rejected  for  the  reason  stated  above. 

Warrenton  to  Washington,  once  a  week,  30  mile& 

•  •  Accepted  to  French  Tharp  -  •  . 

Gerrard  Yates  bid  874  per  annum. 

Yates's  bid  was  for  once  a  week,  that  of  Tharp  Tor 
three  times  a  week. 

Dumfries  to  Warrenton,  once  a  week,  40  miles. 
Accepted  to  Z.  A.  Kankey  - 

Manasseh  Russell  bid  8109  per  annum 

Kankey  was  known  and  approved  as  a  contractors 
Russell  was  not  recommended;  therefore  the  pre- 
ference was  ^iyen  to  Kankey. 

New  York  ta  Wilmington,  once  a  week,  84  miles. 
Accepted  to  Joel  Yancey  .  .  . 

William  Weaver  bid  S360  per  annum. 

Weaver  reserved  the  privilege  of  carrying  news- 
papers out  of  the  mail,  which  would  probably 
make  more  than  the  difference  in  the  revenue. 
Yancey  was  the  former  contractor. 

Lewisburg  to  H^ntersville,  once  a  week,  50  miles. 
Accepted  to  D.  W.  Sleeth 
Philip  Huffman  bid  8160  per  annum. 


^« 


Amount 
perinDum. 


06,ooa 


2041 


1,950  C 


2,800  ( 


m( 


115  ( 


3730 


170  ( 
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It-, 


36 


96 


99 


ns 


120 


027 


,117 


Huffman's  bid  was  to  carry  it  differently  from  the 
advertisement,  or  from  the  wish  of  the  Department. 

Giles  C.  H.  to  Jefferson ville,  once  a  week,  54  miles. 
Accepted  to  Abraham  Garrison    .  -  . 

James  Wilson  bid  9145  per  annum. 

Wilson  was  not  recommended;  therefore  his  bid  was 
rejected. 

Fredericksburg  to  Yorktown,  twice  a  week,  126 
miles. 

Accepted  to  George  Johnson        -  •  - 

Robert  Finnall  bid  2900  per  annum. 

Finnall  was  not  recommended.  His  proposition  was 
to  carry  on  horseback;  Johnson's  was  to  carry  it  in 
sulkies;  Finnall's  bid  was,  therefore,  rejected,  and 
Johnson's  accepted. 

Bowling  Green  to  King  William  G.  H.,  once  a  week, 
42  miles. 

Accepted  to  William  Mullin         .  .  - 

R.  Hoowes  bid  9160  per  annum. 

Mullin  was  the  former  contractor,  and  well  approved; 
it  was,  therefore,  deemed  safer  to  give  tiim  the 
preference. 

New  London  to  Davis's  Store,  once  a  week,  18  miles. 
Accepted  to  Francis  Cloudis         -  .  * 

Stephen  Hicks  bid  250  per  annum. 

Cloudis  was  the  former  contractor,  approved;  the  pre- 
ference, therefore,  was  given  to  him. 

Halifax  C.  H.  to  Danville,  once  a  week,  38  miles. 
Accepted  to  Abel  Lang    -  - 

Benjamin  C.  West,  sen.,  bid  2145  per  annum. 

Lang  bid  for  three  routes  on  condition  that  he  should 
obtain  them  all;  and  his  bid  was  so  much  lower 
than  any  other  on  the  other  routes,  that  giving 
bim  this  would  save  much  more  than  the  differ- 
ence. 

Lynchburg  to  Danville,  twice  a  week,  81  miles,*  two 
horse  stages. 

Accepted  to  William  Smith  -  -  - 

John  8.  Foster  bid  21,000  per  annum. 

Foster  would  have  required  two  days  to  run  through: 
Smith  proposed  so  to  expedite  as  to  run  through 
in  one  day:  his  bid  was,  therefore,  the  best,  and  ac- 
cepted. 

Winton  to  Edenton,  once  a  week,  70  miles,  sulkies. 
Accepted  to  M  E.  Sawyer  -  -  r 

John  Folk  bid  8480  p^  annum. 


Amount 
per  annum, 


$150  00 


990  00 


170  00 


5^  00 


158  50 


1,600  00 


560  00 
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Bouie, 
No. 


Amount 


M.  E.  Sawyer  bid  for  four  routes  in  the  same  propo- 
sal, and  made  his  bid  conditional,  that,  unless  this 
was  given  him,  he  should  not  take  the  others;  and 
the  whole,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  were  lower  than 
the  aggregate  of  the  lowest  bidders  on  them  ail; 
they  were,  therefore,  all  given  to  him. 

j^,119      Woodville  to  Durant's  Neck,  once  a  week,  12  miles. 
Accepted  to  Williai'  B.  Hailowell 
John  Weeks  bid  250  per  annum. 
Mr.   Hailowell  was  the  former  contractor,  and  ap- 
proved; thereiore  the  preference  was  given  to  him, 
the  difference  being  inconsiderable 

2,123      Warrenton  to  Danville,  Va.,  twice  a  week,  92  miles, 
two  horse  stages. 

Accepted  to  Jeffreys  &  Crocket     -  -  - 

Peter  M.  Conley  bid  tlSi,500  per  annum 
Con  ley's  bid  was  to  carry  the  mail  in  a  sulky,  Jef- 
freys &  Crocket  to  carry  it  in  stages;  therefore 
their  proposals  were  the  bes',  and  accordingly  ac- 
cepted.    It  was  advertised  for  stages 

2,126      Enfield  to  Hillsbridge,  once  a  week,  equal  to   18 
miles. 

Accepted  to  Jesse  Butts    - 
Edwin  S.  Moore  bid  S71  per  annum. 
Btitts  was  the  former  contractor,  and  approved;  there- 
fore the  preference  was  given  to  him,  the  differ- 
ence being  inconsiderable. 

2,128      Raleigh  to  Oxford,  once  a  week,  47  miles,  two  horse 
stages. 

Accepted  to  M.  Dillard     - 
Thomas  B.  Arendell  bid  SSOO  per  annum. 
Arendell  proposed  to  carry  on  horseback;  it  was  ad- 
vertised for  a  stage  route,  and  Dillard  proposed  to 
carry  in  stages;  therefore  his  bid  was  accepted. 

2,143      Raleigh  to  Salisbury,  twice  a  week,  118  miles,  four 
horse  post  coaches. 

Accepted  to  George  Williams  -  «  • 
Thomas  Alfred  bid  Si, 800  per  annum. 
Alfred's  bid  was  to  carry  the  mail  different  from 
what  was  advertised,  and  different  from  what  the 
Department  wished;  G.  Williams  proposed  to  car- 
ry as  the  Department  advertised,  and  so  to  expedite 
as  to  gain  eight  hours  in  time;  therefore  accepted. 

2,149      Raleigh  to  Haywood,  once  a  week,  equal  to  34  miles. 
Accepted  to  Merritt  Hutchins      .  -  . 

W.  Pope  bid  |J140  per  annum. 


$52  OC 
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Boute, 
No. 


2^165 


;2,174 


2,258 


^,265 

and 

2,266 


2,2«8 


2,275 


2,363 


Amount 
per  annum. 


Pope  reserved  the  privilege  of  carrying  newspapers 
out  of  the  mail,  which  would  probably  have  made 
more  than  the  difference  in  the  revenue;  Hutchins 
waR  the  former  contractor;  therefore  his  bid  was 
accepted. 

Fayetteville,  via  Pocket  Office,  to  Salisbury,  once  ^ 
week,  142  miles. 

Accepted  to  Duncan  Murchison     ... 
Aaron  H.  Saunders  bid  2574  per  annum. 

Saunders  had  no  recommendation;  therefore  his  bid 
was  rejected. 

Raleigh  to  Newbern,  twice  a  week,  120  miles,  two 
horse  stages. 

Accepted  to  M.  Dillard     -  -  -  - 

D.  A.  Saltmarsh  &  Co.  bid  01,950  per  annum. 

Dillard  was  the  former  contractor,  and  had  his  horses 
«nnd  stages  on  the  route,  performing  well;  the  pre- 
ference was,  therefore,  given  to  him. 

Cheraw,  via  Society  Hill,  to  Marion  C.  H.,  three 
times  a  week,  59  miles,  stages. 
Accepted  to  M.  W.  Hunter 
C.  W.  McEinstry  bid  02,515  per  annum. 

McKinstry  not  sufficiently  known;  Hunter,  the  for- 
mer contractor,  well  approved,  and  his  property  al- 
ready on  the  route. 

Camden  to  Vance's  Ferry,  three  times  a  week,  62 
miles,  four  horse  post  coaches. 

Accepted  to  John  McLean  ... 

C.  W.  Mcjtinstry  bid  g7,000  perannum. 

McKinstry  not  satisfactorily  recommended  for  so  im- 
portant a  route. 

Sumpterville  to  Fulton,  three  times  a  week,  30  miles. 
Accepted  to  William  M.  Brooks  -  -  - 

Hartwell  Macon  bid  2600  per  annum. 

Brooks  proposed  so  to  extend  the  route  as  to  run  from 
Camden,  by*  Sumpterville  and  Fulton,  to  Vance's 
Ferry,  which  made  his  proposal  the  lowest  in  pro- 
portion to  the  service;  it  was,  therefore,  accepted.  • 

Columbia  to  Ashville,  once  a  week,  177  miles,  two 
horse  stages. 

Accepted  to  Bowen  &  McLean     -  -  • 

C   W.  McKinstry  bid  01,893  per  annum. 

McKinstry  not  satisfactorily  recommended. 

Augusta  to  Carnesville,  once  a  week,  120mil€S|  two 
horse  stages. 
Accepted  to  William  Shannon 
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Route, 
No. 


2^366 


2,385 


2,388 


2,392 


2,398 


2,473 


Edward  Bolen  bid  $1,200  per  annum. 

Shannon's  proposal  was  to  run  a  line  of  four  horse 
post  coaches  on  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  route 
between  Augusta  and  Petersburg;  it  was,  therefore, 
the  best,  and  accordingly  accepted. 

Milledgeville  to  Athens,  once  a  week,  76  milesi  two 
horse  stages. 

Accepted  to  Longstreet  &  Byrd    ... 
M.  fi.  Mitchell  bid  $6S0  per  annum. 

Longstreet  &  Byrd  were  the  former  contractors!,  and 
approved;  their  stages  and  property  were  on  the 
route;  the  preference  was,  therefore,  given  them. 

Macon  to  Covington,  once  a  week,  90  miles,  and  one 
additional  trip  between  Macon  and  Forsyth,  in 
two  horae  stages. 

Accepted  to  Ebenezer  Eliason,  jr.  -  - 

William  C.  Parker  bid  II9S0  per  annum. 

Eliason  proposed  to  extend  the  stage  route  from  For- 
syth to  Thomaston,^  «nd  thence  on  No.  2,388  to 
Columbus,  which  makes  his  bid  much  the  lowest 
in  proportion  ta  the  services  to  be  performed. 

Columbus  to  Thoma^ton,  once  a  week,  61  miles. 
Accepted  to  Ebenezer  Eliason,  jr.  -  r 

Reynolds  &  Harrison  bid  :i^360  per  annum. 

The  proposal  of  Reynolds  &  Harrison  was  to  carry 
the  mail  on  horseback,  that  of  Eliason  to  carry  it 
in  stages;  it  was,  therefore,  accepted. 

Milledgeville  to  Tallahaseee,  F.,  once  a  week,  256 
miles,  in  two  horSe  stages. 

Accepted  to  Mallett  and  Mott       ... 
Abner  HoUiday  &  Co.  bid  82,600  per  annum. 

The  proposal  of  Mallett  &  Mott  was  to  give  such  in- 
creased expedition  as  to  run  through  in  one  day 
less  time  each  way;  therefore  accepted. 

Jacksonville  to  Tallahassee,  F.,  once  in  two  weeks, 
163  miles.  ^ 

Accepted  to  Thomas  Heir  -  .  - 

Richard  T.  Stanaland  bid  8550  per  annum. 

Heir  was  the  former  contractor,  and  proposed  also  to 
carry  the  mail  to  St  Mark's  and  to  Jefferson  C.  H. 
on  lower  terms  than  any  other  person,  provided 
he  got  this  route,  which  made  his  bid  the  best;  it 
was,  therefore,  accepted. 

Tallahassee  to  Pensacola,  once  a  week,  320  miles. 
Accepted  to  Samuel  Stowers         -  •  •  | 

Thomas  Baltzell  bid  8l>800  per  annum. 


Amount 
per  tnniu 


0900 


1,195 


450 


3,000 


595  ( 


3,000  C 
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BaHzell's  bid  was  for  a  horse  mail,  Stowers's  is  to  car- 
ry it  in  stages 

Petersburg  to  Halifax  C.  H.,  once  a  week,  120  miles, 
sulkies. 

Accepted  to  Thomaa  Townsend    -  -     .       - 

John  Crute  bid  ^550  per  annum. 

Crute  refused  to  carry  as  advertised;  his  bid  was, 
therefore,  rejected. 

Salem  to  York  C.  H.,  S.  C,  twice  a  week,  112  mildis, 
'  four  horse  post  coaches. 
Accepted  to  J.  &  C.  Moring        ••  .  . 

Burke,  Williams,  &  Co.  bid  £2,800  per  annum. 

Burke  had  been  a  contractor,  and  proved  incompe- 
tent; his  bid  was,  therefore,  rejected.  Moring  was 
the  former  contractor,  and  well  approved;  the  pre- 
ference was,  therefore,  given  to  him. 

Edenton  to  Washington,  twice  a  week,  54  miles,, 
sulkies. 

Accepted  to  M.  E.  Sawyer  ... 

John  A.  Warrington  bid  $577  per  annuqi. 

Warrington  proposed  to  carry  in  sulkies;  Sawyer, 
proposed  to  carry  in  four  horse  post  coaches^  his 
bid  was,  therefore  *  the  best 

Norfolk,  Ya.,  to  Edenton,  three  times  a  week,  76 
miles,  four  horse  stages. 

Accepted  to  M.  E.  Sawyer  -  .        «   . 

Abner  Williams  bid  Sl,400  per  annum. 

Williams's  proposal  was  to  run  but  twice  a  week  be- 
tween Elizabeth  city  and  Edenton;  Sawyer's  was 
to  run  the  whole  route  three  times  a  week  in  four 
horse  post  coaches,  which  was  the  best  bid.  Saw- 
yer was  also  the  former  contractor,  and  had  his 
horses  and  stages  already  on  the  route;  the  con- 
tract was,  therefore,  given  to  him. 

Marietta,  0.,  to  Point  Pleasant,  Va.^  once  a  we^, 
71  miles. 

Accepted  to  Elias  Gates^  -  -  -  - 

William  Hardy  bid  $245  per  annum. 

Gates  proposed  to  run  twice  a  week  between  Mariet- 
ta and  Parkersburg,  12  miles,  which  made  his  bid 
the  lowest  in  proportion  to  the  service. 

Bowling  Green  to  Verdon,  once  a  week,  23  miles. 
Accepted  to  M.  Jones      -  -  .  . 

Charles  Jones  bid  880  per  annum. 
M.  Jones  was  the  former  contractor,  approved,  and 
therefore  the  preference  was  given  to  him* 


Am«.iunt 
per  annum. 
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2^005  Halifax  C.  H.  to  Bennett^^  Store,  once  a  week,  16 
miles. 

Accepted  to  Abel  Lang    -  -  -  - 

William  Averett  bid  865  per  annum. 
Lang  connected  this  bid  with  others,  and  the  whole 
taken  together  were  lower  in  tlie  aggregate  than 
the  lowest  of  the  others. 

3.008  Richmond,  via  PowelPs  Tavern,  to  Charlottesville, 
three  times  a  week,  eight  months,  four  horse  post 
coaches. 

Accepted  to  E.  Porter  &  Co.        .     ^       - 
Era^tus  Hathaway  bid  22,997  per  annum. 

Hathaway ^s  bid  was  for  three  trips  a  week;  Porter's 
was  for  six  trips  a  week  for  about  half  the  route; 
it  was,  therefore,  quite  as  low  a  bid  as  the  other  in 
proportion  to  the  service.  Hathaway  was  not 
known  in  the  State,  but  Porter  was  the  former 
contractor,  highly  approved,  and  his  property  al- 
ready on  the  route;  the  preference  was,  therefore, 
given  to  him. 

2.009  1  Richmond,  via  Short  Pump,  to  Charlottesville,  once 
a  week,  93  miles. 

Accepted  to  Robert  Maupin,         -  - 

Hutson  Farf is  bid  8347  per  annum.  ^ 

Farris  was  not  recommended.  His  bid  was,  there- 
fore,  rejected.        
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Po^  Offick  Departmeiit, 

January  SI,  ISJP. 

Sib:  In  relation  to  the  appointment  of  Joseph  Ficklin  postmaster  atLex*« 
infi;ton,  Kentucky^  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  inquiry  of  the  com- 
mittee involves  considerations  relating  to  the  official  conduct  of  one  of  my 
predecessors,  which,  I  presume,  it  is  not  now  the  purpose  of  the  committee 
to  bring  under  investigation.  Did  the  records  of  this  Department,  or  my 
own  personal  knowledge,  furnish  any  facts  tending  to  impeach  his  official  eon- 
duct,  or  to  show  that  in  the  case  referred  to  he  acted  against  the  sanctioned 
usages  of  the  Department,  I  should,  unless  there  was  some  distinct  cbarpge 
against  the  Postmaster  Geqeral  «who  made  the  appointment,  hesitate  as  (o 
the  propriety  of  communicating  the  evidence  implicating  hinb  to  the  com* 
nittee.  # 

But,  as  neither  the  records  of  this  Department,  nor  any  facts  within  my 
knowledge,  tend  to  criminate  the  late  worthy  citizen  and  faithful  pabhc  of- 
ficer, R.  J.  Meigs,  in  relation  to  said  appointment;  and  as  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  any  evidence  in  ray.  possession  touching  this  subject,  which 
might  be  supposed  to  implicate  others,  I  state,  unreservedly,  that  I  have  no 
information  nor  knowledge  <<that  any  contract  was  made  with  the  said  Fick- 
lin, before  or  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  for  a  part  of  the  profits  of  said 
office;  or  that  the  said  Ficklin  has  advanced  moneys  to  any  person  on  ac- 
count of  his  appointment,  or  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  any  person  or 
persons  for  any  liability  to  the  United  States." 

If  the  committee  will  have  the  kindness  to  communieate  to  me  the  sooroe 
and  character  of  the  information  they  possess  relative  to  the  supposed  coo- 
tract,  it  will  not  only  afibrd  me  satisfaction,  but  it  will  be  considered  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  to  give  them  all  the  aid  in  my  power  in  making  further  inresti- 
gation,  50  far  as  the  transaction  may  be  supposed  to  implicate  any  person  in 
official  connexion  with  the  Department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRT. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clatton, 

CAaiVn  cf  the  Cam.  of  the  Senate 

an  the  condition  qftht  P.  O.  Dept. 


Post  Office  Departmknt, 

January  31,  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
IBth,  and  of  the  S7th  instant. 

^  The  preparation  of  the  statements  necessary  to  a  reply  to  the  interrogato- 
ries formerljr  submitted  by  the  committee,  was  immediately  commenced,  and 
has  been  uninterruptedly  prosecuted  by  the  Department  It  has  requirod, 
not  only  the  application  of  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  Department,  delay- 
ing some  of  its  imporUnt  current  business,  but  has  employed^  unremitting- 


«1  C  73  ] 

Ijr^^everal  ftdditioMi  clerks.     When  the  work  is  coinpletedy  it  will  be  forth- 
with submitted  to  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
^  Very  respectful! jr^  your  ob*t  servant* 

W.  T.  BARRY. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clattov, 

Chair^n  qf  the  Com.  of  the  Senate^ 

on  ihe  condition  of  the  P.  O.  Btpt. 


C. 

Post  Officii  Defabtment,  , 

22d  February,  1831. 

Sis:  I  YiBve  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  1 9th 
instant  by  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  of  which  you  are  chairman, 
the  enclosed  communication  of  my  senior  Assistant,  and  to  state  that  I  have 
no  present  recollection  of  any  conversation,  or  circumstances  occurring,  be-^ 
tween  myself  and  any  subordinate  of  my  office,  ^<about  the  time  the  late 
postmaster  at  Poughkeepsie  was  removed^  in  relation  to  said  removal." 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  very  ob*t  servant, 
*  W.  T.  BARRY. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Chairman  of  ielect  committee,  ^c.  4^. 


'  Post  Office  Depabtmbnt9 

February  21, 1831. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  request  of  the  honorable  select  committee  of  the 
Senate,  of -which  Mr.  Clayton  is  chairman,  communicated  this  morning,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  only  circumstance  which  occured,  directly, 
between  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley  and  myself,  within  my  present  recollection, 
relative  to  the  removal  of  the  late  postmaster  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
was  an  inquiry  of  me  by  Mr.  A.  Bradley,  whether  a  change  had  been  made 
in  that  office,  to  which  I  answered  in  the  negative,  previously  to  the  change, 
but  at  what  period  I  cannot  recollect  If  the  circumstances  attending  the 
eonsideration  and  decision  given  by  you  in  that  case  be  within  the  scope 
of  the  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  numerous  and  various 
letters  and  papers  respecting  a  new  appointment  at  that  office  were  four  se^ 
Teral  times  under  your  consideration;  that  I  had  made,  by  your  directions, 
three  several  briefs  or  exhibits  of  the  substance  of  the  documents  whiab 
had  been  received  during  six  months  previous  to  the  chatige,  being  applica- 
tions and  memorials  in  favor  of  the  difierent  candidates,  and  for  and  against 
the  postmaster;  that  a  recommendation  oi  Mr.  A.  Bradley  in  favor  of 
one  of  the  candidates,  (not  the  successful,  one,)  appears  in  the  file,  and 
that  a  copy  of  a  reply  to  the  same  candidate  by  Mr.  A.  Bradley  appears  aiao 
in  the  fil^  as  follows  [omitting  the  names  by  your  d\rQttiotk\  V>  n<9\Xv 
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Copy  of  letter  from  Mr.   Bradley ^  •Assistant  Postma»tet  Chneral,  to 

,  dated  ^ptil^2,  1829. 

<<I  am  favored  with  your  letter  relative  to  the  post  office  at  Poughkeep- 
aie,  and  find  that  your  ppplication  is  on  file;  ind  to  the  other  testimonials  m 
your  favor  I  have  added  mine.  The  subject  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
acted  upon,  and  I  ca^nnot,  of  course,  conjecture  what  will  be   done.    The 

opinion  and  wishes  of  . have  much  weight 

<<  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

<<  Abraham  Brai>i.xt." 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  for  me  to  state,  that  I  was  solicitous  to  pr^ 
serve  the  late  incumbent  in  office,  if  it  could  be  done  consistently  with  yoar 
views  of  propriety,  on  a  Huthful  exhibit  of  the  case. 

In  the  last  instance  of  your  examination  of  the  papers,  which  had  been 
before  you  two  or  more  days,  I  received,  about  the  6tli  of  July,  1829,  your 
order,  endorsed  by  your  hand,  as  in  all  other  cases  without  one  exception 
within  my  knowledge,  to  appoint  the  present  incumbent;  and  the  papen 
were  accordingly  prepared,  and  the  appointment  issued  on  the  same  day. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  highest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  GARDNER, 
.  w*.  P.  M.  Getk 

Hon.  W.  T.  Barry,  *  ^ 

Postmaster  General. 


General  Post  Office  DsPARTKBirr, 

February  23,  1831. 

Sir:  To  the  inquiries  of  the  committee,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  I  have  honor  to  reply. 

On  the  1st  September  last,  a  proposition  was  made  in  writing  by  Abner 
McCarty  and  Billingsly  Roberts,  both  of  Brookville,  Indiana,  to  carry  the 
mail  in  8tages,,twice  a  week  each  way,  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  Cstrson's, 
Miami,  Clark's,  Harrison,  Indiana,  New  Trenton,  Brookville,  Fairfield, 
Bath  Springs,  Liberty,  and  Brownsville,  to  Richmond,  82  miles,  at  $\5  per 
mile,  |fl,230;  also,  from  Laurenceburg,  Indiana,  by  Elizabethtown,  to  Har- 
rison, where  it  would  intersect  the  above  route,  16  miles,  at  jSl5  per  mile, 
|»240;  also,  once  a  week  each  way  in  stages,  from  Brookville,  by  Connorsvilie, 
to  Centreville,  ^Indiana,  36  miles,  at  $7  50  per  mile,  S270,  making  together 
the  sum  'of  21,740.  The  mail  was  before  carried  on  horseback  over  these 
routes;  but  it  was  desirable,  both  for  the  safety  of  the  mail'and  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  citizens  of  that  region,  to  increase  the  stage  transportation 
of  the  mail,  and  also  its  frequency,  by  giving  two  mails  a  week  where 
they  had  enjoyed  but  one.  No.other  proposition  was  made  by  any  person 
for  performing  the  services  proposed  by  th^m;  and  as  their  terms  were  M 
reasonable  as  could  be  expected  under  any  circumstances,  the  proposition  was 
accepted^  and  a  contract  made  with  them  for  the  same,  dated  October  14, 
1830. 


M  C  '3  3 

.  These  are  aU  the  circumstances  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department 
Tespecting  said  contract. 

•Several  other  persons  proposed  lo  carry  the  mail  in  stages  from  Hamilton 
to  Richmond,  but  none  at  a  lower  rate  than  $15  per  mile  for  two  trips  per 
week.  The  finances  of  the  Department  would  not  justify  the  establishment 
of  all  the  stage  routes  proposed;  and  in  making  the  selection,  it  was  deemed 
much  more  important  to  make  Cincinnati  the  point  from  which  the  direct  in* 
tercourse  should  psiss  to  Brookville  and  other  parts  of  Indiana,  than  Hamil- 
ton. The  relative  magnitude  and  business  of  the  two  places  will  justify  this 
conclusion. 

For  carrying  the  mail  between  Madison  and  Indianapolis,  Edward  P. 
Johnson  was  the  lowest  bidder  when  the  routes  were  advertised,  and  there- 
fore became  the  original  contractor.  No  extra  allowance  has  ever  been  made 
him  for  services  on  that  route.  He  was  also  the  original  contractor  for  trans- 
porting the  mail  between  Indianapolis  and  Laui^ceburg,  90  miles.  For 
this  last  route  he  has  received  an  additional  allowance,  at  the  rate  of  07OO 
a  year,  for  carrying  the  mail  in  stages;  the  allowance  commencing  on  the  25th 
of  May,  the  day  when  he  commenced  the  transportation  in  stages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W-  T.  BARRY. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clattoit, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate 

to  examine  into  the  conditiot^  of  the  Fost  Office  Departments 


f  E.  '^ 

Letters  cf  Judge  McLean. 

Wasbimoton,  February  26,  1831. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  special  committee  of  the  Senate  on 
the  Post  0£Bce,  requesting  me  <<  to  furnish  the  committee  with  such  informa- 
tion as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  give  of  the  actual  statement  of  the  availa- 
ble funds  of  the  Department,  at  Uie  time  of  my  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Postmaster  General;  and  whether  my  estimate  of  the  losses  of  the  Depart- 
ment, in  my  last  report,  was  founded  on  any  actuaf  examination  of  the  state 
of  the  balance  outstanding  at  that  time,  or  how  that  estimate  was  made;  and 
what  was  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  Department  during  my 
administration  of  its  affairs;  and  whether  there  existed  any  want  of  checks 
to  prevent  fraud  in  the  management  of  the  revenue  of  the  Department  at 
that  time;  also,  to  state  the  character  of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  as  an  officer  and  a  man,  since  I  have  become  acquainted 
with  him,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  possess  no  information  re-^ 
specting  the  available  fuads  of  the  Department,  when  I  left  its  superintend- 
ence, which  is  not  contained  in  my  official  reports,  and  a  report  made  by 
my  successor,  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Department, 
from  the  Ist  July,  1828,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1829.  During  this  time  it  wa9 
under  my  direction,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  weeks  la  March. 


[73:] 
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My  last  report  exhibited  the  fiscal  operatioiis  of  die  Department,  lor  tie 
year  ending  on  tlie  1st  of  July,  1828. 

The  following  statement  is  copied  from'theee  reports. 

By  my  report  in  1827,  there  appeared  to  be  a  surplus  of  monef  oohand, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of        -  -  "  -  8970,035  37 

For  the  yeai  1828  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  exceed* 
ed  its  receipts  the  sum  of    -  .  -      jS25»l^  OS 

To  this  sum  was  added  the  following  amount, 
paid,  under  a  special  law,  which  did  not  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of 
the  Department,     -  '  -  -  -      12,729  24 

37,928  «7 


d»,ie5  1» 


From  this  amoont  there  shottM  be  deducted  a  sum,  which, 
by  mistake,  was  twice  credited  to  the  Richmond  post  oi&oe,         3,653  03 


There  should,  alsb^  be  deducted  from  this  balance  the  following 
sums,  for  the  excess  of  expenditures  above  the  receipts,  with- 
in the  quarters  designated,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  to 
the  1st  of  April,  1829: 

iTbe  quarter  ending  on  the  last  day  of  Septem- 
ber -  -  -  -  -      #7,603  70 

The  quarter  ending  on  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber •  -  -  -  .       17,331  90 

The  quarter  ending  on  the  last  day  of  March, 

1829,  -  x'.  .  J.  -        14,377  30 


328,45^  07 


39,313  » 


39,312  90 ,^j 

#289,140  IT     . 

-  - — -^^^      " 


To  show  the  exact  amount  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  Department  above  its  receipts,  dur- 
ing the  three  quarters  stated,  there  should  be 
deducted  from  this  sum  an  amount  paid  for 
the  new  post  office  building,  pavifag,  &c  &c., 
which,  not  being  a  charge  growing  out  of  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  should  be  eharg- 

^    ed  to  the  Treasury,  ...         5,432  15^ 

#34,880  75 

• 

it  appears  from  the  above  exhibit,  that,  when  I  left  the  Department,  thel^ 
was.  in  deposite,  in  the  hands  of  postmasters,  &e.,  #289,140  17.  Of  t)ut 
sum,  #147,.990  23  accumulated  during  my  conneirion  with  the  DepartmioW 
after  paying  all  current  expenses'  and  large  sums  for  other  objects  than  ^ 
ordinary  expense  of  the  Department,  and  also  the  balance  against  \\  tt^^ 
first  year  of  my  administration,  and  the  balances  of  the  last  year,  and  up  ^ 
the  IrSt  of  Aprils  1829.     The  residue  of  the  #289,140  17  eonsisted  of  ^ 
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ide  of  the  old  debts.  Indeed  the  entire  suih  might  properly  be 
timate,  making  an  allowance  for  losses  which  might  occur,  in  col- 
only  the  old  debts,  but  the  balances  which  had  recently  accrued. 
ance,  though  large,  is  not  believed  to  have  been  more  than  suf- 
>ver  all  defalcations  in  collecting  sums  due  to  the  Department  on 
\pril,  1899.  • 

ral  years  previous  to  1828,  Congress  had  established  post  routes  on- 
her  year.     In  1827,  they  established  two  hundred  and  seventy 
ich   were  carried  into  operation  in   the  beginning  of  the  yeat 
this  year  a  bill  was  also  passed,  establishing  two.  hundred  and 
routes,  which'  were  put  in  operation  in  the  beginning  of  the 

o,  requested  by  the  select  committee  to  say  <<  whether  I  did  not 
tten  communication  to  the  present  Postmaster  General,  of  which 
ig  is  a  true  extract:^^ 

^^  March  3lf  1829." 

cpenditures  of  the  Department  will  this  year  exceed  the  receipts^ 
case  last  year.  But  the  increase  of  receipts  will  show  the  rapid 
nt  of  the  Department.  U  was  deemed  good  policy  to  permit  the 
go  beyond  the  receipts,  in  order  that  a  part  of  the  surplus  of  for^ 
mis;ht  be  absorbed.  It  is  the  true  policy  to  keep  the  funds  active, 
suffer  a  large  surplus  to  accumulate. 

bove  remarks  are  made  because  some  persons  are  ignorant  enough 
that  the  Department  is  sinking,  provided  its  receipts  do  not,  m 
I  year,  equal  or  exceed  the  expenditure.     This  is  sometimes  the 

the  receipts  exceed  the  past  year  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.'' 
10  recollection  of  having  written  such  a  letter,  and  not  being  fa- 

a  perusal  of  the  original,  I  cannot  answer  positively  on  the  sub-  . 
I  from  the  circumstance  of  the  extract  being  presented  to  tha 
f  and  as  my  handwriting  is  well  known,  I  cannot  doubt  that  I  did 
a  letter. 

friendly  communication  t«  my  successor,  for  fiHiose  jnlccess  in 
sment  of  the  Department  I  felt  a  deep  interest  I  must  have  been 
ait  he  should  understand  the  state  of  the  Bepartment,  and  not  be 
neous  conclusions  from  existing  facts.  Had  I  written  the  letter 
lie  eye,  in  some  parts  of  it  I  should  have  used  a  different  phraseolo- 
li  not,  however,  a  private  cotnmunication. 
•Wy  as  I  have  always  saidtin  speaking  on  the  subject,  that  I  do  not 
n  efficient  administration  of  die  Department  is  shown  by  the  an- 
ce  in  its  favor.  Its  funds  should  be  actively  employed  in  extend- 
srations  of  the  mail.  They  should  not  be  permitted  to  accumulate 
ds  of  postmasters  and  in  banks.     The  revenue  is  increased,  in  a 

ratio,  by  every  judicious  extension  of  the  mail,  and%the  public 
advanced. 

practicable,  always,  to  graduate  the  expenditures  by  the  receipts; 
a  considerable  balance  accumulates  in  favor  of  the  Department,  the 
res  should  be  increased  over  the  receipts,  so  as  to  lessen  or  absorb 
e.  The  receipts  and  expenditures  should  be  so  regulated  as  to  be 
lal  within  a  given  period. 

nay  be  a  large  annual  balance  in  favoi*  of  the  Department  under  a 
administration  of  its  afffairs;  and  there  may  be  an  witiu^WMJaasKir 
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It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Assistant  tiT  show  whether  he  had  deppsifeed 
or  paid  out  the  sums. thus  received.  In  a  few  cases  sums  were  paid  to  the 
Assistant  by  postmasters  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  General  Post  Office. 
These  cases  are  believed  to  have  been  very  rare;  but  when  any  pajment  wa« 
thus  made,  a  receipt  was  g^ven,  and  a  credit  entered  on  the  cash  book,  aod 
to  the  postmaster's  account 

5th.     Accounts  of  the  Department 

The  6ooks  of  the  Department  are  balanced  quarterly,  and  quarterly  retQns 
are  made  to  the  Treasury.  These  books  show  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
nents  of  every  quarter.  Not  a  dollar  is  expended  within  the  quarter,  as 
has  already  been  shown,  which  does  not  appear  on  the  books;  and  the 
amount  of  the  balance!  for  or  against  the  Department,  also  appears.  If  tfie 
balance  be  in  favor  of  the  Department,  the  books  will  show  whether  it  be 
in  the  hands  of  postmasters,  or  in  deposite;  if  against  it,  the  general  balioee 
is  of  course  reduced  so  much.  This  general  balance  is  composed  of  various 
items,  every  one  of  which  appears  on  the  books. 

The  Postmaster  General  is  made  responsible  for,  and  is  charged  in  the 
Treasury  with,  the  whole  revenue  of  his  Department  No  other  branch  of 
the  Government  has  any  control  over  it,  unless  Congress  make  a  spedal  ap- 
propriation of  a  part  of  it  Although  it  may  be  in  deposite,  or  in  the  hands 
of  postmasters,  every  dollar  is  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, and  he  must  exhibit  vouchers  to  thie  Treasury  for  every  dollar  expended. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Postmaster  General  is  similar  to  that  of  a  pay- 
master of  the  army,  who  disburses  ^  large  amount  of  money  annuaDy.  He 
is  charged  at  the  Treasury  with  tlie  sums  paid  to  him,  and  for  which  he  can 
oply  obtain  a  credit  by  exhibiting  proper  vouchers.  The  security  of  the 
Government  consists  mainly  in  thp  intesrity  of  the  officer,  aod  his  oblipr 
tion  to  account  to  the  Treasurer  Hj^  safety  may  depend  upon  the  accuracy 
and  integrity  of  the  disbursing  agents  he  employs. 

I  believe  the  above  sketch  embraces  the  scope,  pf  your  inquiries.  It  has 
been  as  accurately  drawn  as  my  recollection  q(  the  facts  would  enable  me  ta 
flraw  it  , 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McLEAN. 
Hon.  John  IVf .  Clatto^-, 

Chaii^man,  fyc. 


Washington,  1st  Marcky  18S1. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  tl»t 
Mr.  Abraham  Bradley,  during  my  administration  of  the  Post  Office  D^ 
partment,  never  made,  to  my  knowledge,  any  additional  allowances  to  con- 
tractors for  increased  services.     He  had  no  power  to  make  such  allowances. 

I  am  requested  also  to  state,,  whether,  in  the  ^'estimate  in  my  lastrdport, 
the  balance  due  from  the  late  postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  counterfeit 
and  uncurrent  money  in  the  Department^  were  considered  as  a%*ailable  funds 
or  as  lost'' 
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>  Xb  my  report,  I  had  no  special  reference  to  the  amount  that  the  late  post- 
master at  Philadelphia  o^ed  when  he  was  removed  from  office.  I  certain- 
ly could  not  have  estimated  that  amount  to  be  lost,  nor  can  it  be  so  estimat- 
ed now. 

The  Department  held  three  bonds,  given  by  Mr.  Bache,  with  sureties,  at 
the  time  of  his  removal. 

The  security  to  the  last  bond  was  not  satisfactory,  and  it  was  returned  to 
him  for  additional  names.  Before  he  perfected  this  bond,  he  was  removed 
from  office. 

On  this  bond  a  suit  was  commenced,  and  the  Department  failed  to  recover, 
as  I  understood,  on  the  ground  that  the  bond  had  not  been  accepted,  and 
was  returned  to  Ba^he. 

The  sureties  to  the  first  bond  he  gave  when  appointed  postmaster,  were 
ample  to  indemnify  the  Department;  but  if  appeared  that  on  his  giving  a  se- 
cond bond,  with  good  sureties,  a  release  of  the  first  bond  was  executed  by 
my  predecessor,  and  given  to  the  obligors.  Of  this  I  had  no  knowledge 
until  after  the  removal.  This  bond  was  forwarded,  I  believe,  to  the  district 
attorney,  to  be  acted  on  as  the  law  required.  I  was  unwilling  to  determine 
on  the  sufficiency  of  the  release. 

On  the  second  bond,  a  suit  was  commenced,  which,  I  understand,  is  still 
pending. 

To  a  recovery  on  this  bond,  I  know  of  no  substantial  objection.  The 
bond  lisiSt  required  from  the  postmaster  was  never  perfected;  and  if  it  had 
been,  the  sureties  on  the  second  bond  would  not  have  been  released. 

The  third  bond  was  required  as  additional  security,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  releasing  any  obligation  to  the  Department  which  then  existed.  I 
cannot  doubt  that  a  judgment  will  be  obtained  on  the  second  bond;  and 
since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  have  made  inquiry  of  a  gentleman,  well 
acquainted  with  the  principal  surety  in  this  bond,  and  was  informed  that  he 
would,  probably,  be  able  to  pay  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  sum 
for  which  he  may  be  made  responsible.  Under  such  circumstances,  can 
this  debt  be  estimated  as  lost?  If  it  can,  then  all  debts  for  which  suit  is 
brought  by  the  Department,  and  (doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  ability  of  the  surety  .to  pay,  may  be  counted  as  lost 

The  counterfeit  or  uncurrent  paper  referred  to  in  your  letter  was  not  ta- 
ken into  my  estimate.     I  am  not  aware  that  any  amount  of  such  paper  vna 
received  during  my  connexion  with  the  Department,  unless  it  was  in  dead 
letters.     I  mean  by  uncurrent  paper  such  as  will  not  pass  in  the  place  where  • 
it  was  emitted. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  occasionally  a  note  or  two  of  this  kindr 
might  have  been  received.  \ 

During  the  war,  and  until  I  became  connected  with  the  Department,  it 
-was  the  practice  of  postmasters,  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country,  to  remit 
their  quarterly  .balances  to  the  Department  By  this  mode  of  transacting 
the  business,  in  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  at  that  time,  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  paper  of  no  value  would  often  be  transmitted  in  payment 
Most  of  the  uncurrent  or  counterfeit  notes  in  the  Department  were,  proba- 
bly, received  during  this  period.  Such  paper  was  often  received  in  dead 
letters.  I  recollect  of  jfi  5,000  being  received  at  one  time,  in  some  two  or 
three  letters,  all  counterfeit,  and  on  the  same  bank.  Paper  of  this  kind  \yaS| 
probably,  deposited  in  the  iron  chest 
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That,  from  the  above^causei,  a  considerable  sum  of  worthless  paper  should 
have  accumulated  in  the  moneyed  operations  of  the  Department  for  forty 
years,  within  which  time  it  collected  and  disbursed,  in  small  soms,  some 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  is  not  extraordinary. 

By  my  report  of  1826,  it  appeared  that  suits  were  then  pending,  or  judg- 
ments obtained,  for  the  sum  of  0149,500.  No  part  of  this  amount  was 
included  in  tlie  balance  then  re|]prted,  as  that  balance  was  stated  to  be  the 
sum  <<  which  was  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Department ''  No  part  of  tkos 
sum  was  included  in  the  balances  reported  in  1827  and  1828,  and  I  hare 
supposed  that  this  allowance  was  sufficient  to  cover  bad  debts,  frotn  the&il 
of  1826  to  the  1st  of  April,  1829,  including  the  full  amount  due  to  theD^ 
partment  at  that  time. 

The  books  of  the  Department  will  show  what  amount  of  bad  debts  bas 
been  ascertained  since  Novembef,  1826.  This  amount,  compared  with  the 
above  sum,  will  test  the  accuracy  of  the  estimate.  I  am  aware  that  there 
must  have  been  many^^ad  debts  included  in  the  sum  of  S149,500.  The 
debts  ascertained  to  be  bad  from  1st  July,  1823,  to  November,  1826,  were 
stated  to  be  227,814  24.  In  the'same  repbrt,  an  estimate  of  {30,000  wai 
made  to  cover  credits  due  for  services  rendered.  This  sum,  with  the  debts 
then  ascertained  to  be  bad,  was  also  deducted  from  the  old  balances.  If  t 
less  amount  than  this  sum  was  collected  and  paid,  in  satisfaction  of  the  claims ' 
referred  to,  the  balance  should  be  added  to  the  other  sum,  to  cover  Josses. 

As  remarked  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
allowance  made,  though  large,  will  be  mord  than  sufficient  to  cover  defalca- 
tions in  collecting  the  outstanding  balances.  It  may,  possibly,  fall  short  of 
the  amount. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

JOHN  McLEAN. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Chairman^  fyc. 


F. 

Post  Office  Dspaktmsnt, 
^  2d  March,  1831. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  last  evening,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  ^ — 
that  my   communication,   to   which   you   refer,  was   written  the  day  *^|^^ 
bears  date,  to  wit,  Saturday  the  26th  February;  and  the  causes  of  its  not  be-  \ 
ing  sent  to  you  at  an  earlier  period  than  Tuesday  morning,  were,  that  a  farther ; 
examination  or  revision  of  a  portion  of  its  voluminous  appendix  was  directed  i 
early  on  Monday  morning,  which  revision  was  interrupted  by  thepersonalip-j 
plication  of  two  members  of  the  committee  to  take  the  testimony  ofclertej 
examine  books,  &c,  and  at  which  the  officer  required  for  that  service^ 
obliged  to  attend;  and  that  it  was  not  supposed  the  committee  could  actos 
'  Monday,  ufour  of  its  members  were  engaged  at  the  funeial  of  G^o*  ^^^^ 
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as  pall-bearers  and  mourner,  on  that  day.  As  it  was  presumed  the  chair- 
man  would  precisely  note  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  letter,  it  was  not 
deemed  necessary  to  change  the  date. 

I  enclose  the  full  copies  requested  by  the  honorable  select  committee  in 
your  last  communication. 

I  am^  Sir,  respectfully, 

• » Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRY. 
Hon.  JoHN'M.  Clayton, 

Chairman  qflhe  Select  Commiiteey  fyc. 


Washington,  31*/  Marchy  1829. 

Sir:  Before  I  left  Washington  I  expected  to  have  the  pleasure  of  taking 
you  by  the  hand,  and  introducing  you  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.  But,  as  I  am  deprived  of  this  pleasure,  I  cannot,  in  justice  to 
yourself  and  the  public  service,  refrain  from  recommending  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  who  have  been  long  identified 
with  the  Department,  and  have  been  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed. 

I  name  these  gentlemen  to  you  because  I  have  understood  tliat  efforts  are 
making  to  remove  one  or  both  of  them.  I  should  extremely  reg^t  such  a 
step,  as  well  on  your  own  account  as  that  of  the  public.  With  the  operations  of 
the  Department  I  am  well  acquainted.  I  am  anxious  that  its  reputation 
shall  be  sustained;  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  cannot  be  done  if  the 
Above  gentlemen  be  removed.  This  remark  is  made  with  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  all  the  facts.  After  you  shall  have  acquired  a  full  knowledge  of 
Ae  office,  their  services  may  not  be  so  important;  though  I  confess,  with 
my  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  business,  I  should  not,  were  I  to  re- 
main in  the  Department,  think  of  changing  the  Assistants. 

With  sincere  regard,  yours, 

JOHN  McLEAN. 

Postmaster  Geni^ral. 

.  The  expenditures  of  the  Department  will  this  year  exceed  the  receipts,  as 
was  the  case  last  year.  But  tne  increase  of  receipts  will  show  the  rapid  ad- 
vancement of  the  Department.  It  was  deemed  good  policy  to  permit  the 
expense  to  go  beyond  the  receipts,  in  order  that  a  part  of  the  surplus  of  for- 
mer years  might  be  absorbed.  It  is  the  true  policy  to  keep  the  funds  active, 
and  never  suffer  a  large  surplus  to  accumulate.  The  above  remarks  are 
made  because  some  persons  are  ignorant  enough  to  suppose  that  the  Depart- . 
ment  is  sinking,  provided  its  receipts  do  not  in  the  current  year  equal  or 
exceed  the  expenditure.  This  is  sometimes  the  case  when  the  receipts  exr- 
ceed  the  past  year  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  letter. 

J.  GEO.  WHITWELL,  Clerk. 

Post  Office  Department,  March  2,  1831. 


iThe  only  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley,  which  is  on  the 
dies  of  the  Department,  relating  to  the  Poughkeepsie  post  o?&;c»,  \^  vcvxvkw^ 
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to  a  letter  from  Poughkeepaie,  signed  <' David  V.  N.  Radcliff/'  and  is  re« 
jferred  to  in  the  letter  of  said  Radcliff  as  ^<  a  letter  which  Jacob  Vtn  Neas 
has  received  from  Mr.  Bradley,  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  sent/'  and  is  precisely  in  the  woVds  and  fipres  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

<<  Copy  *  of  letter  from  Mr.  Bradley,  Assistant  Postmaster  Grenenl,  to 
Jacob  Van  Ness,  dated  April  22,  182  9. 

<<  I  am  favored  with  your  letter  relative  to  the  post  o£See  at  Poughkeqh 

sie,  and  find  that  your  application  is  on  file,  and  to  the  other  testimonials  itt 

your  favor  I  have  added  mine.     The  subject  does  not  appear  to  have  beco 

acted  upon,  and  I  cannot  of  course  conjecture  what  will  be  done.     The  qu- 

'  nion  and  wbhes  of  General  Van  Ness  have  much  weight 

<<  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 
"ABRAHAM  BRADLEY." 

True  copy. 

G.  D.  HANSON. 

Post  Office  Department,  March  2,  1831. 


G. 

Washington,  26M  February^  IBSL 

Gentlemen:  I  have  examined  the  letter  of  General  Noah  Noble.    It 
seems  it  was  not  intended  for  my  view,  but  I  shall  not  inquire  how  it  cane 
to  be  presented.     I  have  heard  much  about  the  transactions  detailed  in  ri, 
and  so  far  as  General  Noble  undertakes  to  state  the  facts,  I  believe  them  to  be 
true;  but  whether  there  has  been  any  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  I  cannot  say,  for  I  profess  to  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
internal  pecuniary  operations  of  the  office.     There  has  been  much  feeling ex^ 
cited   in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  old  contractors  were  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  new  ones  initiated,  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  wUck 
the  contracts  .relate:  a  full  and  candid  development  of   the   whole  afiir 
might,  for  aught  I  know,  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  people  there;  and  I  tbiatit^ 
due  to  them  that  it  should  be  done,  as  well  as  to  satisfy  thecomplainanti,vrho 
may  imagine  themselves  unfairly  dealt  by.     I  cannot,  of  my  own  luiofr- 1 
ledge,  state  any  special  facts  which  impugn  the  character  of  the  head  of  tix  I 
Department  | 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TEST. 

To  the  Special  CommiUee  on  the  Past  Office  concerns. 

H. 

Senate  Chamber,  March  2, 1831. 

1  regret  that  my  former  response  to  the  letter  of  the  committee,  ddiver- 
ed  on  the  same  day  on  which  I  received  that  letter,  has  been  mbkid.  My 
tim^  does  not  now  permit  me  to  answer  so  fully  as  I  did  then.  i 

As  attorney  for  the  United  Sutes  in  and  for  the  Kentucky  district,  I  P*>1 
^ecti^^^it  on  the  bond  of  3oVm  ^owV^t  ^^s^inai  Uim and  his  saretiesy  » 
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William  T.  Barry  was  one.  The  suit  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  de^ 
Is,  on  the  ground  that  the  bond  given  by  John  Fowler  and  his  secu- 
to  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  for  the  time  then  be<- 
d  his  successors  in  office,  was  not  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ies; that  the  bond  was  not  suable  in  the  name  of  the  Postmaster  Gencr 
the  United  States;  that  if  the  bond  had  any  validity,  it  was  only  as 
ate  and  personal  security  to  the  individual  who  was  then  Postmaster 
al,  to  secure  him  against  any  individual  damage  which  he  might  sus- 
y  FowIer^s  breach  of  the  condition.  The  main  point  decided  by  the 
was  in  conformity  to  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Associate  Justice  Johnson,  in 
tuit;  which  opinion  had  been  published  in  a  newspaper,  and  was  cited 
2ad  to  the  court  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  the  district  of  Ken- 

lediately  after  the  decision  of  the  court  in  refusing  to  sustain  an  ac* 
1  the  bynd,  I  communicated  the  fact  to  Mr.  McLean,  the  Postmaster 
il»  together  with  the  points  decided,  and  the  case  quoted  as  decided  by 
Johnson.  In  answer  to  my  letter,  Mr.  McLean  informed  me  that 
would  be  taken  to  have  the  decision  of  Judge  Johnson  revised  in  the 
ne  Court.  To  my  letter  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  written  when 
nsaction  was  fresh  in  my  memory,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee, 
taining  a  more  full  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  the  decision  of  the 
n  favor  of  the  defendants,  and  also,  as  tp  the  time  when  that  deci- 
as  pronounced.  This  took  place  many  years  aco  and  so  long  as  I  re- 
1  in  the  office  of  district  attorney,  I  received  no  farther  directions  from 
«tmaster  General,  in  relation  to  that  bond  or  the  debt  due  from  John 
ir.   . 

With  great  respect,  &c. 
Q.  Mr.  Clayton,  GEORGE  M.  BIBB. 

•     Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Post  Office. 


L  No.  15. 

EpositionSf  taken  in  the  Post  Office  Department y  reldtive  to  erasurejs 
and  insertion  of  Abraham  Bradley^s  name. 

Tuesday  Mobnino,  half  after  10. 

L&  Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  depositions  made  by  five  gep- 
\  of  the  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  inquiries  put  by  the  sub-com- 
under  your  direction  yesterday  morning.         • 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 
a- FiLix  Grundy.  C.  K.  GARDNER. 


tdings  htfore  Messrs.  Grundy  and  HolmeSy  a  subcommittee  qf 
investigating  committee  of  the  Senate^  in  the  General  Post  Office^ 
rttary  28,  1831. 

Deposition  cfJofin  Taylor. 

n  Taylor^  a  clerk  in  the  office,  being  sworn,  aaysr  ^ 

^ion.     Did  you  assist  in  making  out  the  abstract  of^mail  contracts 

d  Ay  wbieh  has  hetetofcre  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  now  pre- 

lloyoH? 


4n9wer^    I  dW,  *na  wv  assisted  by  Mr.  Dundaflf,  ]M[|,  Btt^j^|||i,/|;.; 

m«ir.    .  „  • 

Q.  Ib  the  contract  made  with  Harrell.  page  11,  contract  No.  ltl||0ir 
caipe  the  Qame  of  Abraham  Bradley,  AssistAnti  acting  Postniast^  ^«liM| 
to  be  introduced? 

Jl.  That  C2(se  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who  ^ays  Mr.  Bar- 
ry's name  was  originally  inserted,  and  was  era^d  by  himiittnd  Afr-  BnA* 
ley's  name  introduced,  which  was  done  in  pursuance  of  a  consult^tioQ  fo? 
tween  witness  and  Mr.  Brown,  because  the  allowance  appeKred  to  haTeMff, 
made  before  Mr.  Barry  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  when  J^n* 
ham  Bradley  was  the  acting  Postmaster  General.  The  alteration  was  ianne 
by  direction  of  witness  fdr  the  reason  above  stated. 

Q.     Why  was  Mr.  Barry's  name  entered  in  the  first  place? 

wf  .  It  was  an  error  on  my  part,  the  having  his  name  inserted  in  tfaie  fint 
place,  believing  that  the  Postmaster  General  never  died  in  the  eye  qf  die 
law,  and  without  reflecting  on  that  provision  of  the  Post  Office  lawiHScI^ 
authorizes  the  senior  Assistant  to  act  as  such  in  the  absence  of  the  Po^Untier 
Qeneral.  When  (he  first  case  occurred,  sinailar  to  the  on^  before  i{il§^|l^ 
Brown  was  al)sent  Mr.  Dundas  and  myself  had  a  conversation  about  fl^^iif 
di&red  in  opinion;  the  entry  was,  however,  made  according  to  mfWf^(^ 
the  case.  Afterwards,  (on  Mr.  Brown's  return,)  I  stated  the  poiiA  tiliai^ 
who  decided  that  all  allowances  made  while  Mr.  Bradley  was  acting  IN^ 
master  General  should  be  entered  in  his  name,  and  the  alteratiotni  M^f^ 
cordiogly  made.  In  obtaining  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Brown,  there  ii^lirai^ 
ticular  case  stated  to  him;  he  decided  the  principle,  and  we  conMfiiSfoar 
^cts  thereto.  '  if^  >^' 

Q.     From  what  book  or  document  did  you  make  thit  part  of  the  itil^i^ 
pf  which  you  are  now  speaking?  ^'* ' 

•S.    From  the  pay  list,  leger,  and  journal.     The  principle  we  acl^  on 
throughout,  after  obtaining  Mr.  Brown's  decision,  was,  that  all  allowabw^ 
entered  on  the  journals  and  legers  between  the  dates  of  Mr.  McLesl(i'l4t^ 
signation  and  Mr.  Barry's  taking  the  oath  of  office,  were  entered  as  if'iiife'^ 
.  by  Mr.  Bradley;  of  course  all  allowances  posted  on  the  1st  April,  ij^* 
were  entered  on  our  abstract  as  if  made  by  him.     In  the  case  of  i^urelf;  W 
first  entry  of  the  additional  allowance  on  the  leger  is  1st  April,  iS29f^M 
was  by  us,  of  course,  presumed  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Braidley.    TNT 
legers  were  our  sole  and  only  guide,  and  I  referred  to  no  other  books  for  the 
dates  of  the  allowances.     The  dates  of  the  commencement  of  the  additional 
services  were  obtained  from  Mr.  Suter's  pay  list 

Q.     At  what  time  did  you  make  out  the  abstract? 

w^.     We  were  working  at  it  for  some  months;  I  myself  from  about  Ist  No- 
vember last  to  1st  February, 

28lh  February,  IS31.  .  JOHN  TAYLOft  ' 

Deposiii&ii  of  William  H.  Dundas, 

William  H.  Dundas  being  sworn,  says,  that  he  recollects  all   tl»  6^ 
stated  in  the  deposition  of  John  Taylor,  and  concurs  in  his  statement  rf 
them.     Mr.  Taylor  being  already  engaged  in  the  work  when  this  depoaent 
came  to  the  office  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  to  further  its  progr^ 
tnd  presuming  that  said  Taylor  was  acquainted  with  th9;mi|nner  m  which 
tlje  abstracts  *buld  be  made  out,  he,  this  deponent,  derived  all  his  instnic- 
tigp^  f^m  If im.     In  making  out  theabstraet,  I  had  reference  ^tbef^y  ^ 
for  the  date  of  t^e  commenceme&tof  the^ierviee,  and  to  the  le(^r  f<ir4k^ 
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lie  aclditional  ikllo^apce;  and  during  the  examioi^on  t  met  ilirithtUlB 
ig  caiBei  vii: 

J.  T.  Harrell,  (Georgetown  to  Charleston;  1  Jan.  1827,01,  500  00 
Expediting  mail,  per  letter  to  him  ISth  April,  1829. 

15th  April,  1828.  , 

From  2d  May,  1828,      -  -  -  -  $498  li 

above  stalled,  I  bad  reference  only  to  the  date  of  the  aenrioe,  viz:  9d 
§28;  and  it  appears  from  the  leger  that  the  first  allowance  tear  this 
was  entered  there  on  the  first  of  April,  1829,  which  I  considered 
TUit  for  so  stating  it  in  the  abstract  * 

WILLIAM  H.  DUNDAS. 

Deposition  of  John  Suter. 

tifin.  State  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  allowance  made  J* 
relh  for  expediting  the  tarMul  between  Georgetown  and  Cbartestoi^y 
iaile  adopted  in  entering  additional  allowances  on^tbe  pay.  lists  and 
r  the  Department. 

Msr.  A  letter  addressed  by  P.  Bradley,  Esq. ,  late  Assistant  Postmal^ 
»ral,  to  J  T.  Harrell,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,)  washand- 
e  by  Mr.  Harrell  on  the  ISih  of  April,  1829,  on  which  I  examined 
u«  therein  referred  to,  (no  entry  having  been  made  on  the  contract,) 
le  an  entry  on  the  pay  list  of  the  additional  allowance,  as  foUowt: 
reaped  speed,  (see  letters  to  him  13th  April,  1B29,  and  15th  April, 
rom  2d  May,  1828,  jB498  12,''  [per  quarter.] 
I[ule  necessarily  adopted  by  the  bookkeepers,  is,  in  the  months  ti 
June,  September*  and  December,  to  carry  all  allowances  then  no*  ^ 
^e  pay  lis^  to  the  journals,  under  dates  of  tlie  1st  January,  Ist 
Xij/t  Jqly,  and  Ist  October,  preceding,  for  services  ordered  previous 
ist  named  days,  although  the  raieof  compensation  may  not  have  been  . 
on  at  the  date  under  which  the  credits  are  given,  but  between  those 
times  at  which  they  are  carried  into  the  journals.  This  accounts 
HuretPs  being  credited  under  date  of  1st  April,  1829,  for  the  in- 
expedition  previous  to  that  date,  akhough  the  allowance'  was  not  fii- 
the  tSth  of  Apnl,  18^9.  ,, 

Copy  of  the  letter  above  referred  tom 

Post  Ovficb  Djbpartmeiit, 

ISM  .4^^,  1829. 

Fhe  Postmaster  General  has  examined  the  several  documents  in  su^« 
lOMT  claim  to  extra  pay  for  expediting  the  mail  between  Georgetown 
rieiston,  South  Carolina,  and,  as  connected  with  the  subject,  ha^  read 
arsof  the  Honorable  Messrs.  Drayton  and  Hamilton  in  yourfavot*. 
result  of  his  inquiry  is,  that  your  claim  to  the  suod  of  ^1,992  50 
ted  to  you  from  the  period  the  service  began . 

Respectfully, 

P.  BHADLET. 

iosikA  T.    HARREtt,  *       - 

Now  at  Waakingt&n  cityj  D.  C. 

itate  what  you  Im^w  ip  relatioA  to  the  allQwanee  made  John  Mcl^^ 
or  daily  mail,  between  Camden  and 
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A.  When  this  ^owance  was  made,  Mr-  McLean  wa«  receiyiA|^^.  ex- 
pediting the  mail  Rtvveen  Camden  and  Augusta,  at  the  rate  of  |^m  28 
per  anbum,  at  which  rate  he  was  paid  from  15th  July  to  31st  Oeeeoiber, 
1828.  On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1829,  the  7th  or  daily  mail^m  {Nttin 
operation,  for  which  he  was  allowed  %  2,000  per  annum — ^the  allowmoe  for 
increased  expedition  to  cease  from  the  time  the  7th  or  daily  mail  was  put 

in  operation* 

JOHN  SUTEH. 

Deposition  of  Obadiah  B.  Brown,  Chief  Clerk. 

Obadiahi).  Brown,  chief  clerk,  being  sworn,  says:  When  directed  1>f 
the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  the  statement  of  tlie  allowances  (marked 
A)  to  be  made,  I  first  instructed  Mr.  John  Taylor  to  commence  the  work, 
and  afterwards,  by  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General,  employed  Mr.  Dun- 
flas  to  assist  him.  The  directions  which  I  gave  were,  to  call  upon  ax*  Su- 
ter,  the  pay  clerk,  for  his  pay  list,  which  would  exhibit  the  paymjuiti  actu- 
ally made,  and  on  what  contracts  they  vve1*e  made;  from  which  rdereaer 
could  be  had  to  each  particular  contract  Mr.-« Taylor  soon  after  i|ifori|MMl 
me,  that,  in  many  cases,  the  additional  allowances  were  not  entered  pii  the 
contracts;  and  when  they  were  so  entered,  in  most  instances  the  daieof  ea^ 
try  was  omitted,  and  he  needed  instruction  as  to  the  proper  date.  I  then 
directed  him  to  take  the  date  of  entry  to  the  credit  of  the  contractor  as  tlje 
only  criterion  that  could  be  given.  Some  tinie  after ^this,  he  asked  foftber 
instruction  as  to  the  proper  person  who  should  be  regarded  as  haFmg  made 
the  allowance  at  the  different  periods.  I  directed  him  to  enter  sul  ailowin- 
ces  made  from  the  1st  July,  1823,  to  the  6th  March,  1829,  inclusive,  to  the 
name  of.  John  McLean,  who  was  Postmaster  General  during  that  period;!^ 
enter  all  allowances  made  from  the  7th  March  to  the  5th  of  April,  1829,  to 
Abraham  Bradley,  who  was,  by  law,  acting  Postmaster  General  duri^thi^ 
period;  and  from  tJie  6th  of  April,  1829,  the  day  when  William  T.  ftiiy 
>  took  charge  of  the  Department,  to  entei|  all  allowances  to  his  name.  Jb  the 
case  (No.  191)  of  Mr.  Harrell,  the^ service  appears  to  have  been  ordmdj>y 
Mr.  McLean,  and  the  allowance  made  on  the  13th  of  April,  1829,  by  Mr. 
Barry.  The  entry  dn  the  transcript  to  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradley  is  ao  «^ 
ror  which  I  was  not  apprised  of,  never  having  seen  it  till  this  morniogi^ 
I  was  confined  by  sickness  when  the  report  was  made;  but  the  error  ii^ttst 
have  arisen  from  the  following  circumstance.  The  entry  of  the  allowaflipp 
was  made  on  Mr.  Suter's  pay  list,  with  no  other  date  of  entry  than  a  ^efe^ 
ence  to  a  letter  of  April  13, 18^9,  to  Mr.  Harrell.  The  entry  from  the {»y 
list  into  the  book  of  accounts,  for  so  much  of  the  additional  allowance  tf 
accrued  for  services  rendered  pilor  to  the  1st  April,  1829,  was  made  uad^ 
date  of  April  1st,  1829,  instead  of  the  date  when  the  allowance  was  a^tu«I(f 
made,  13th  April,  1829.  It  was  not  known  to  me,  and,  of  course,  could  iiot 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  persons  employed  in  making  the  statenieok, 
that  the  date  of  an  entry  to  the  credit  of  a  contractor  for  additional  alloir*  • 
ance,  was  ever  made  antecedent  to  that  allowance.  From  examination,  hoifr 
ever,  such  appears  to  have  been  the  ancient  custom  of  the  Departnjeot  ia 
similar  cases;  and  a  custom  which,  if  incorrect,  as  I  believe  it  to  be^  appears 
not  yet  to  have  been  changed. 

0.  B.  BROWN,  Chuf  Clerk. 

G]&N£RAL  Post  Office,  Mtfi  Februarj/y  1831. 
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of  Charles  K.  Gardner^  Assistant  Posffpasier  General. 

>uestioru     Did  you  understand  that  Mr.  A.  Bradley  wished  the  post- 

ter  at  Poughkeepsie  turned  out  of  office? 

\n9wer,     I  answer,  th^t  I  did  not  so  understand  Mr.  Bradley.     I  did 

see  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Bradley,  nor  the  copy  of  his  letter  to 

of  (he  candidates,  now  on  file,  until  after  the  change  in  that  office. 

^.     State  all  the  material  circumstances  relating  to  the  non -establish* 

it  of  a  post  office  at  East  Qswego,  or  Oswego  court-house? 

i.     I  answer,  that  the  late  Postmaster  General  once  determined  to  esta- 

h  a  new  office  at  East  Oswego,  and  ordered  an  appointment  ia  December, 

B;  but  finding  that  the  toll-bridge  constituted  no  real  obstacle  to  inter- 

rse  between  the  citizens  of  that  side  of  the  river  and  the  post  office  in 

main  village  of  Oswego,  only  half  a  mile  apart,  and  other  reasons,  he 
lied  the  order.  The  present  Postmaster  General  has  never,  to  my 
wiedge,  ordered  or  directed  the  establishment  of  such  office;  and  I  am 
iuii  he  never  expressed  to  me  an  intention  to  do  so.  It  appears,  on  the 
bary,  from  the  records,  that  he  denied  the  application. 
}.     What  was  done  with  the  key  of  the  iron  chesty  from  the  time  it 

delivered  up  by  Mr.  A.  Bradley  until  the  money  was  counted  by  Mr. 
nr  and  others;  also,,  when  the  key  was  delivered  up  by  Mr.  Bradley? 
I.  I  was  present,  at  the  housa  of  Mr.  Barry,  (Postmaster  General,)  on 
evening  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  A.  Bradley,  on  or  about  the  14th  Sep- 
ber,  1829,  when  a  young  gentleman,  the  son  of  Mr.  Bradley,  as  I  pre- 
ted,  came  in,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Barry  a  large  key,  stating  that  his  fa* 
r  would  be  in  the  city  in  a  few  days,  and  <*  deliver  the  rest"  Mr.  Bar- 
handed  the  key,  at  the  instant,  to  me,  stating,  <<  This  belongs  to  you.'' 
laced  it  in  my  pocket,  and  in  the  morning  brought  it  with  me  to  the  of- 
— having  determined  not  to  interfere  with  any  books  or  papers  in  Mr- 
Mey^B  room,  except  in  the  presence  of  a  witness,  and  not  at  all  with  the 
i  cheat  ^  I  placed  the  key  in  a  drawer  in  my  desk,  which  was  under  lock 

key:  the  next  day,  I  think,  Mr  Barry  handed  to  me  a  duplicate  of 

key.  Which  I  placed  \vith  the  former  in  my  desk;  and,  on  or  about  the 
1,'  I  had  all  the  keys  I  so  received  locked  in  a  separate  case,   and  the 

bf  that  cas^(a  peculiar.one)  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  thirds  person,  in 
I0e  hands  it  remained  till  the  day  of  tlie  inventory,  on  the  2Sth  of  the 
e  month.     Mr.  Bradley,  having  declined  to  attend,  though  invited,  for 

inventory^  Mr.  Bkrry  appointed  two  impartial  persons  of  the  De- 
tment,  to  wit,  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Suter,  for  this  duty;  and  they,  on 
day  last  mentioned,  assisted  by  two  others,  friends  of  Mr.  Bradley,  took 
ittteotory  of  all  the  papers,  notes,  %nd»  property  of  value,  in  the  said 
n  cheat  The  keys,  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth  September,  1829, 
reN^en^  in  my  presence,  from  the  case  before  mentioned,  and  handed 
Meanrs.  Suter  and  Simpson,  or  one  of  them,  under  whose  direction  the 
Sit  was  opened  after  Mr.  Bradley  left  the  office,  on  that  day  as  I  firmly 
lieve.  I  know  that  /  never  opened  the  chest  until  after  the  said  inven- 
7  was  taken,  and  believe  it  t6  have  been  impossible,  from  my  know- 
IgiK  of  the  safety  of  the  keys,  that  any  person  living  opened  the  same 
raiiathe  whole  period  above  stated. 

C.  K.  GARDNER. 


t?3  3  7« 

J.  No.  16. 

Washington^  DecenAer  Mf  1^30. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  iostant,  a  select  committee,  composed  of  five  inembers, 
was  appointed  by  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution,  directing th^m 
*<  to  examine  and  report  the  present  condition  of  the  Post  OiSce  Departmentf 
in  what  manner  the  laws  regulating  the  Department  are  administered;  tbe 
distribution  of  labor;  the  number  of  clerks,  and  the  duties  assigned  to  etch; 
the  number  of  agents,  and  where  and  how  employed;  the  eompensatioo  of 
contractors;  and,  generally,  the  entire,  management  of  the  IHpartinfcal;  lod 
whether  further,  ind  what  legal  provisions  be  necessary  to  secure  the  ptoper 
administration  of  its  a^airs." 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  them  by  this  resolutu^n,  the 
committee  have  unanimously  resolved  to  request  information  from  the 
Postmaster  General  on  the  following  subjects,  viz: 

l8t>  State  the  amount  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Department  from 
July  1st,  1826,  to  July  1st,  1827;  from  July  1st,  1827,  to  July  1st,  1828; 
^from  July  1st,  1628,  to  July  1st,  1829;  and  from  July  1st,  1829»  to  July  1st, 
1830;  with  the  various  items  of  such  expenses  during  each  of  those  years. 

2d.  By  your  last  report,  it  appears  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Depart* 
ment  for  the  year  ending  July  1st,  1830,  have  exceeded  those  for  the  precede 
log  year  by  the  sum  of  $150,575  38.  The  committee  desire  to  know,  distinct- 
ly^  what  are  the  ^improvements  in  mail  facilities,''  or  other  causes  wi^icfa 
have  occasioned  this  increased  expenditure;  oi^  what  routes  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  has  been  increased  froni  July  1st,  1829,  to  July  1st,  1830, 
as  stated  in  said  report;  and  what  contracts  have  been  made  for  this  purpose. 
They  desire,  also,  to  ascertain  how  much  the  amount  of  revenue  has  been 
augmented  by  the  same  causes  in  the  same  time.  , 

3d.  The  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Department  on  the  1st  of  Octdber  last; 
the  amount,  if  any,  then  due  from  it,  and  to  whom  due,  with  the  means  of 
payment;  also,  the  state  of  the  funds  when  you  came  into  office,  the  peciiiu- 
ary  responsibilities  of  the  Department  at  tlmt  time,  and  the  means  of  pay- 
ment , 

4tb.,  The  number  of  clerks  employed  by  the  Departm^t,  their  duties 
their  respective  salaries,  and  out  of  what  fund  those  salaries  are  paid;  wHe- 
ther,  in  any,  and,  if  so,  in  what  cases  their  salaries  are  not  arranged  aceord- 
ing  te  law;  whether  any  extra  allowance  has  been  made  by  yon  to  the  chief 
clerk  in  your  Department,  and  for  what  cause;  and  if  any  such  extra  al- 
lowance has  been  made,  by  what  authority  it  has  becfn  paid,  and  eot  of 
what  fund.  ^ 

5th.  What  extra  allowances  have  been  made  by  yx>u  to  cbhtractors?  and, 
if  any,  for  what  services,  and  at  what  times?  What  sum  was  W^ 
to  be  paid*  for  transportation  of  the  mail  between  Washington  and  Balti- 
aaore,  from  the  1st  o(  January  to  the  1st  of  December,  1829;  from  the  1ft 
of  December,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1830;  from  the  1st  of  January^ 
1830,  to  the  Ist  of  April,  1830;  from  the  1st  of  April,  1830,  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1830;  and  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  of  October,  1830?*  Stats' 
by  whom,  on  the  part  of  the  Government;  any  and  every  such  contraet,  en- 
tered into  during  either  of  those  periods,  was  made,  and  the  time  when  it 
was  made. 

^  6th.  State  what  postmasters  have  become  defaulters  to  the  Government 
siace  your  appointment  as  Postmaster  General)  with  the  times  when  their 
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eliiiqiieQeieSy  respectively ,  occurred;  the  bailee  due  from  each,  and  wliat 
tpes  have  been  taken  to  collect  it. 

7tb.  In  cases  of  contracts  made  by  you  for  carrying  the  maily  have  any 
reposals  to  carry  it  for  a  higher  sum  been  accepted  by  you  in  preference,  la 
reposals  for  a  lower  sum?  If  so,  state  the  cases  particnlarly,  the  different 
reposals,  and  the  names  of  those  who  made  them,  with  your  reasons  for 
scepting  the  higher  bid.  State,  also,  the  prs^tice  of  the  Department  in 
imilar  caSes  heretofore.  ^ 

8th.  '  What  was  the  system  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of   money 
irhen  yoy  came  into  the  Department?    What  were  the  checks  to  prevent, 
n  improper  application  of  its  funds?  and  what  are  the  alterations  which 
ou  have  made  in  that  system? 

9th.  Set  forth,  in  a  separate  statement,  the  number  of  agents  employed 
y  the  Department,  their  respective  names,  places  of  residence,  duties  and 
ompensations. 
You  will  please  designate  what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  information  which 
ou  may  communicate,  the  public  interest  may  in  your  judgment  require 
hould  not  be  published.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 
/  f  jff/iaiTTnan. 

Hon.  Wm.  T-  Baert, 

Postmasier  General,  Washington. 


Washington,  «/am/ar^  17,  1831. 

S^:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  Senate  to  examine  the  present  condition  of  your  Department  have  direct- 
i:d  me  iQ  inquire  of  you, 

i.  What  p(^tmasters  hate  been  removed  since  you  came  into  ofiBce,  and 
Tor  what  causes?  Please  to  give  their  names  and  places  of  residence,  when 
removed,. with  the  time  and  causes  of  their  removal,  dassiffing  they  causes 
for  brevity's  9ake. 

2. .  When  application  has  been  made  to  remove  a  postmaster  for  reasons 
stated^  has  it  I^i^n  your  practice  to  remove  on  evidence  expartCj  or  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  answer? 

(3*  Hav^.you  overdrawn  on  postmasters  since  you  came  into  office,  and  to 
what  amount,  and  for  what  reasons?  And  what  amount  thus  overdrawn  has 
been  rpai^i^  and  what  has  been  the  former  practice  on  that  subject  in  your  De- 

/  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obiedient  servant, 

JOHN  Ml  CLAYTON, 

Chairman. 
Hob.  Wii4iiAH  T.  Babbt, 

Pqiimasier  GetUiraif  Witmhingiah. 


Washxvgton,  January  28,  1831. 
StMz  I  have  the  honor  td  Inform  you  that  the  comtnvlXAe  ^.i^^VoXs^X^^ 
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the  Senate,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  to  examine  the  present  condition  of  your 
Department,  have  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

<*  Sesolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to  state  any  infor- 
mation he  may  think  proper  to  communicate  respecting  the  appointment  of 
Joseph  Ficklin  posttnaster  at  Lexington,  Kentucky;  whether  any  contract 
was  made  with  said  Ficklin,  before  or  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  for  a 
part  of  the  profits  of  said  office;  or  whether  said  Ficklin  has  advanced  moneys 
to  any  person  on  account  of  his  appointment,  or  for  purpose  of  indem- 
nifying any  person  or  persons  for  any  liability  whatever  to  the  United 
States/^ 

The  committee  having  received  no  communication  from  you  in  reply  to 
their  inquiries  of  the  24th  December  and  17th  January,  desire  to  be  inform- 
ed within  what  time  they  may  expect  your  answer  to  those  inquiries. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CLAYTON, 
Chairman* 
Hon.  Wm.  T.  Barry, 

Postmaster  General^  Washington. 


Washington,  February  15,  1831. 

Sir:  The  select  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  condition 
and  management  of  your  Department  desire  you  to  be  officially  informed 
that  the  Senate  have,  by  a  vote,  this  day  resolved  to  interdict  the  inquiry 
respecting  the  causes  of  removals  of  postmasters,  and  that  your  answer  ta 
the  interrogatory  on  that  subject  is,  therefore,  dispensed  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 

Chairman. 
Hon.  Wm.  T.  Barry, 
Postmaster  General. 


Washington,  February  17,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  extract  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  examine  and  report  the 
condition  of  your  Department 

'^  In  Committee^  February  17,  1831. 

<^  It  being  suggested  by  a  letter  to  a  member  of  the  committee  that  some 
impropriety  had  existed  in  relation  to  a  contract  make  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  four  routes  in  Indiana, 
which  contract  was  made  with  Abner  McCarty  and  Billingsly  Roberts — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Department  communicate  to  this  committee  all  the 
circumstances  respecting  said  contract;  also,  what  extra  allowance,  if  any,  has 
been  made  to  Edward  Johnston  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  between 
Indianapolis  and  Madison,  and -between  Indianapolis  aod  Lawrenceburg,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana/'  • 
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im  authorized  to  add,  that  Mr.  Hendricks,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
furnish  you  with  any  explanation  you  may  desire  in  regard  to  the  in- 
es  contained  in  this  cotnmunication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant ^ 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 
)n.  Wm.  T.  Barrt,  Chairman: 

Postmaster  Generaly  Washington. 


Washington,  February  17,  1631.  ' 

a:  I  haye  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
te  to  examine  and  report  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Post 
!  Department,  have,  this  day,  adopted  a  resolution,  of  which  the  fol* 
\%  is  a  copy: 

Resolvedj  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  John  McLean,  request- 
im  to  furnish  the  committee  with  such  inforpiatioa  as  it  may  be  in  his 
r  to  give  of  the  actual  state  of  the  available  funds  of  the  Department  at  the 
9f  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  and  whether  his 
ate  of  the  losses  of  the  Department  in  his  last  report  was  founded  on 
ctual  examination  of  the  state  of  the  balances  outstanding  at  that  time, 
w  that  estimate  was  made;  what  w^s  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts 
\  Department  during  his  administration  of  its  affairs;  and  whether  there 
id  any  want  of  checks  to  prevent  fraud  in  the  management  pf  the 
ue  of  the  Department  at  that  time;  also,  to  state  the  character  of  Abra- 
Bradley,  late  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  as  an  officer  and  a  man, 
Mr.  McLean  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bradley.'* 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.'  CLAYTON, 

Chairman. 
n.  John  McLean,  Washington.  • 


Washington,  February  19,  1831, 

:  The  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  Xo  examine  and  report  the 
ion  of  your  Department  have  this  day  adopted  the  following  resolu- 

lesolviedy  That  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  senior  Assistant  Post- 
r  General  be  requested  to  state  to  this  committee  whatever  information 
or  either  of  them,  may  possess  respecting  the  circumstances  which 
lave  occurred  between  them  and  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley,  about  the  time 
epostmasterat  Poughkeepsie  was  removed,  in  relation  to  said  removal, 

from  the  causes  of  it.  '*  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 

Chairmaf^. 

I.  Wm.  T.  Babrt, 
Postmaster  General^  Washington. 
11 
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Washikotoh^  February  1^6, 1881. 

Sib:  The  select  committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office 
Pepartment  have  directed  that  you  <<be  requested  to  accompany  your  re- 
iponse  to  the  interrogatories  heretofore  put  to  you  witli  a  statement  whether 
you  did  not  make  a  written  conimimication  to  the  present  Postmaster  Gene^ 
raly  of  which  the  following  ib  an  extract: 

"3farcA31,  1829." 

^'  The  expenditures  of  the  Department  will  this  year  exceed  the  receipts, 
as  was  the  case  last  year;  but  the  increase  of  receipts  will  show  .the  rapid 
advancement  of  the  Department.  It  was  deemed  good  policy  to  permit  the 
expense  to  go  beyond  the  receipts,  in  order  th9t  a  part  of  the  surplus  of  for- 
mer year  might  be  absorbed.  It  is  the  true  policy  to  keep  the  tunds  active, 
and  never  suffer  a  large  surplus  to  accumuhite.  The  above  remarks  are 
made  because  some  persons  nre  ignorant  enough  to  suppose  that  the  Depart- 
ment is  sinking,  proVided  its  receipts  do  not,  in  the  current  year,  equal  or 
exceed  the  expenditures.  This  i's  sometimes  the  case  when  the  receipts  ex- 
ceed the  past  year  one  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 

Chairman. 
Hon.  John  McLean^  Washington. 


Washington,  March  1, 1831. 

Sir:  Your  communication  in  reply  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  the  management  of  your  De- 
partment, dated  Felrruary  2&,  1831,  was,  this  day^  delivered  to  me  by  Mr. 
Gardner,  .^sistant  Postmaster  General,  at  1  d* clock  P  M, 

The  committee  direct  me  to  request  you  to  furnish  them  withyti/Zcopiei 
of  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  John  McLean,  dated  March  31,  1829,  and  of  the 
Ifetter  of  Abraham  Bradley,  relating  to  the  office  at  Poughkeepsie,  from 
which  extracts  heretofore  furnished  from  the  Department  have  been  made, 
and  laid  before  the  comn^ttee. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 
Hon.  Wm.  T.  Barrt, 

Postmaster  Generaly  Washington . 


WAsftiNaTON,  March  1, 1881. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26th  February,  which  was  yesterday  delivered  to  me,  and  to  inform  you 
that  the  committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  management  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
mrtment  have  this  day  directed  me  to  request  you  to  state  whether  Abraham 
Bradley,  while  Assistant  Postmaster  Generid^  made  any  (and  what)  allow- 
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vices  to  contractors;  and  whether^  in  your  estimate  in  your  last  report,  the 
balance  due  from  Bache,  the  postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  counter- 
feit and  uncurrent  money  in  the  Department,  were  considered  as  available 
funds,  or  as  lost 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 

Chairman. 
Hon*  John  McLean,  Washington. 


K,  No.  17. 

Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  select  committee  on  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Febbxtakt  1,  1831. 

Present,  all  the  members. 

Mr.  'Holmes  desired  to  have  Abraham  Bradley,  a  witness  summoned  in 
obedience  to  an  order  of  the  committee,  sworn. 

Mr.  Woodbury  objected  to  swear  and  examine  the  witness  at  all,  until 
some  explanation  is  given  of  the  object  of  his  inquiries,  showing  its  perti- 
nency and  propriety  as  connected  with  the  reference  to  this  committee. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  proposed  to  examine  the  witness  first  by  asking  him 
the  following  question:  \ 

'^  How  long  were  you  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  what  were  the 
duties  assigned  you  in  the  Department?^'  , 

Mr.  Holmes  objected  to  giving  any  further  explanation  of  the  object  of 
his  question  than  the  question  itself  conveyed,  and  insisted  on  his  right  to 
have  the  witness  examined. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  that  the  question  of  Mr.  Holmes 
be  put  to  the  witness  by  the  foljbwing  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Holmes,  Hendricks,  and  Clayton, 

Nays — Messrs.  Grundy  and  Woodbury. 

Mr.  Bradley,  the  witness,  was  then  sworn  by  the  chairman  to  make  true 
answers  to  such  questions  as  should  be  put  to  him  by  the  committee. 

The  question  of  Mr.  Holmes  was  then  put  and  answered,  as  appears  by 
the  deposition. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  proposed  the  following  question: 

^^  Were  you  removed  from  your  office,  and  when,  and,  if  you  know,  for 
what  cause  or  causes?'' 

Mr.  Grundy  objected  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  adjourn,  and  the  committee  adjourned, 

Yeas — Messrs.  Grundy,  Hendricks,  and  Woodbury, 

Nays — Messrs.  Holmes  and  Clayton. 

Abraham  Bradley's  deposition,  so  far  as  it  was  taken  at  the  first  meeting, 
was  as  follows: 

Question.     How  long  were  you  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  what  ' 
were  the  duties  assigned  you  in  the  Department? 
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proof  of  thisy  see  post  office  leger  L,  vol.  6,  and  suit  book,  and  letters  fiom 
the  officers  conducting  the  suit  Joseph  W.  Hand  can  produce  the  books 
and  correspondence  on  this  subject 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  After  the  bond  was  gives,  in  which  Mr.  Bar- 
ry was  security,  did  not  Mr.  Fowler  regularly  pay  up  quarterly  to  the  De- 
partment a  sufficient  sum,  as  having  been  received  by  him  in  the  preceding 
quarter,  to  cover  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  quarter?  and  was  not  one 
question  in  controversy  with  the  securities  this — ^they  insisting  that  these 
payments  should  be  applied  to  their  bond,  and  you  insisting  that  these  pay- 
ments should  be  applied  to  the  old  bond? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Fowler  did  pay  as  much  as  the  amount  of  tbe 
bond  after  the  last  bond  was  given;  whether  he  paid  it  regularly  or  not  I 
cannot  say,  and  this  was  a  point  in  controversy  in  the  case;  but  it  was  a  uni- 
form usage  in  the  office  to  consider  the  old  debt  first  paid  where  no 
designation  was  made.  There  was  one  case  in  which  a  diperent  principle 
^as  adopted,  and  the  moneys  applied  to  the  last  bond  by  some  order,  but 
how  it  terminated  I  know  not  It  was  the  case  of  Solomon  Southwick^ 
of  Albany. 

Mr.  Orundy.     Who  were  securities  in  the  old  bond? 

Answer.  James  Morrison  and  others;  Mr.  Barry  not  being  one. 

Question  by  Mr.  Gnftidy.  Was  not  the  old  bond  delivered  up  to  the  s^ 
curities  in  it,  under  an  impression  or  understanding  on  your  part  that  the 
securities  in  the  new  bond  could  be  rendered  answerable  for  the  preceding 
delinquency? 

Answer.  Yes,  but  it  was  not  given  up  until  after  a  sum  equal  to  the  old 
bond  was  paid. 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  At  what  time  was  the  old  bond  given  up,  and 
does  that  appear  by  any  book  or  memorandum  in  the  office? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  was  a  good  while  after  the  new  bond  was 
given. 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  When  Mr.  Morrison  applied  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  give  up  the  old  bond,  did  not  you  and  the  Postmaster  General 
contend  for  a  long  time  that  it  ought  not  to  be  surrendered  to  him,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  securities  in  the  new  bond  ought  not  to  be  liable  for  all  the 
moneys  then  owing  by  Fowler? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  not  the  ground  of  contention,  but  the  ground 
was,  that  the  Department  might  have  two  strings  to  its  bow. 

Question.  Was  not  G.  M.  B.  the  district  attorney  who  had  that  bond  in 
jcharge? 

Answer.  I  think  so.    The  books  will  show. 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Were  the  payments  by  Fowler  credited,  at 
the  time  received,  on  the  old  bond  or  not? 

Answer.  They  were  not  credited  on  the  bonds  at  all.  We  opened  an  ac- 
count with  every  postmaster,  aud  moneys  received  were  credited  on  the 
books,  and  without  any  reference  on  the  books  to  the  bonds. 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Was  it  the  practice  of  the  Department  to 
give  up  bonds  while  a  contest  existed  as  to  the  liability  of  the  sureties? 

Answer.  It  has  never  been  so  except  in  two  or  three  cases;  and  in  those 
cases,  this  case  included,  the  Postmaster  General  was  satisfied  that  the  old 
debt  was  paid.  The  suit  book  and  bond  book  for  that  period  will  elucidate 
the  subject  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Postmaster  General.  Mr.  Hand  has 
them. 


M. 


87  [  ^^3  ] 

Qnestioii  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Was  it  (he  praetice  in  the  Department  to 
l^ye  up  bonds  in  any  case? 

Answer.  It  was  not,  but  there  were  a  few  exceptions;  I  recollect  but 
one  6ther  case,  and  that  I  cannot  designate. 

Question  by  Mr.  SVoodbury.  Who  applied  to  the  Department  to  have 
this  bond  given  up  except  Mr.  Morri9on?  and  were  the  sureties  in  the  new 
bond  notified  of  the  application  before  the  old  bond  was  given  up? 

Answer.  No  person,  to  my  knowledge,  applied,  but  Major  Morrison. 
The  sureties  to  the  new  bond  were  not  notified. 

Question  by  Mr.  Clayton.  Did  Fowler  ever  direct  that  the  money  paid  by 
l^m  should  be  applied  to  any  particular  bond? 

Answer.  He  did  not,  to  my  knowledge;  but  the  Department  applied  the 
money  to  the  old  bond,  according  to  usage  in  such  cases. 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  Until  James  Morrison  applied  to  give  up  the 
old  bond,  had  you  made  any  specific  application  of  the  moneys  received  from 
Fowler  after  the  execution  of  the  new  bond,  either  on  the  old  bond,  or  any 
book,  record,  or  paper  in  your  Department? 

Answer.  This  is  matter  of  opinion:  we  had  nothing  but  the  general  run- 
ning open  account,  until  suit  was  brought,  which  was  long  after  the  old 
bond  wa9  given  up;  but  we  balanced  all  our  accounts  every  six  months,  and 
-we  considered  fiayments  as  applied  to  the  old  bonds  till  they  were  satisfied; 
but  there  was  no  specific  entry  on  the  subject  The  balance  remaining 
against  Fowler  when  suit  was  brought  was  upwards  of  )f  10,000. 

Februabt  17. 

Committee  met .   All  present.     Examination  of  A.  Bradley  continued. 

The  following  was  moved  by  Mr.  Grundy,  and  adopted  by  the  committ^: 

It  being  suggested  by  a  letter  to  a  member  of  the  committee,  that  some 
impropriety  had  existed  in  relation  to  a  <^ontract  made  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  four  routes  in  Indiana, 
which  contract  was  made  by  the  Department  with  Abner  McCarty  and  Bil- 
lin^ly  Roberts, 

ntsolvedf  That  the  Department  communicate  to  this  committee  all  the 
circumstances  respecting  said  contract;  also,  what  extra  allowance,  if  any, 
has  been  made  to  Edward  Johnston  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  be- 
tween Indianapolis  and  Madison,  and  between  Indianapolis  and  Lawrence- 
burg,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Question  by  Mr.  Holmes.  Were  you  removed  from  office?  when,  and  by 
whom? 

Answer.  I  was  removed  from  office  on  the  14th  September,  1829,  by 
Mr.  Barry. 

Question.  How  many  in  the  General  Post  Office  had  been  previously 
removed?  Name  them  if  you  can. 

Answer.    One,  Andrew  Coyle:  Bestor,  Grey,  my  brother,  the  other  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General,  and  Waggoman,  a  short  time  since. 
.    Question  by  Mr.  Holmes.    How  long  was  your  brother  Assistant  Post- 
master General?      ^ 

Answer.  '  He  has  been  in  the  office  in  different  capacities  since  1799,  un- 
til the  date  of  his  removal,  September,  1829. 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbunr.     ly  your  brother  now,  or  has  he  ever  been, 
to  your  knowledge,  interested  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  mail  con-    « 
tract? 
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Answer.  He  is  not  now,  nor  has  he  been,  for  ten  years  past,  to  my 
knowledge.  He  was  once,  while  a  clerk  in  the  office,  interested  in  a  con- 
tract, with  the  approbation  of  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Granger  or  Mr. 
Meigs,  I  am  not  certain  which.  He  is  now  agent  for  the  new  contractors  on 
the  stage  and  uteamboat  route  from  Mobile  to  Nevv  Orleans:  the  contractors 
are  Stockton  and  others  William  A.  Bradley,  son  of  Phi neas  Bradley, 
is  interested,  but  I  think  his  name  does  not  appear  as  one  of  the  contractors. 

Question  by  Mr.  Holmea.  How  long  had  Mr.  Coyle  been  a  clerk  in 
the  office? 

Answer.     I  cannot  say;  a  long  time. 

Question  by  Mr.  Holmes.  Do  you  know  from  Mr.  Barry,  or  otherwise, 
that  the  President  has  directed  in  any  case  of  removals? 

Objected  to,  and  overruled,  by  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr. 
Woodbury? 

Question  by  Mr.  Holmes.  Has  any  other  officer  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment directed  and  regulated  the  removals  without  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Barry?  and  if  so,  who?       ^  ^ 

Objected  to  by  Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr.  Woodbury. 

Aijiswer.  I  cannot  say  with  certainty,  but  I  think  that  Mr.  Gardner 
has.  He  has,  without  the  active  and  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  Post- 
master General;  and  I  infer  it  from  this  fact,  that  the  postmaster  at  Pough- 
keepsie  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  inquiring  whether  it  was  likely  he  should  be 
removed.  At  his  request,  I  called  on  the  Postmaster  General.  He  toid  me 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  him  that  morning  himself  on  the  subject,  and 
that  it  was  determined  he  should  not  be  removed;  and  authorized  me  to  in- 
form  him.  So  I  went  on  to  Mr.  Gardner,  who  kept  the  book  of  appoint- 
ments, and  inquired  of  him:  he  said  a  new  appointment  was  made  out  yester- 
day. Several  other  instances  of  a  similar  character  induced  this  opinion,  but  I 
cannot  remember  them  now. 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Can  you  state  when  any  of  the  other  in- 
stances you  name  took  place,  on  where  the  deputies  resided,  or  ttie  name  of 
one  of  them? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now,  but  I  think  if  you  will  suspend  the  question  to 
another  meeting,  I  can. 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  How  many  assistants- and  clerks  belonged  to 
the  General  Post  Office  at  the  time  of  your  removal? 

Ansvvei^.  I  think  about  43,  and  one  employed  half  the  time,  including 
messengers. 

Question.  01  the  clerks  left  in  the  Post  Office  at  the  time  of  your  re- 
moval, how  many  of  them  were  favorable,  and  how  many  unfavorable  to 
the  present  adtninistration? 

Answer.  I  had  with  them  very  little  conversation  about  politics;  about 
one-fourth  of  them  were  friendly  to  the  present  administration,  as  I  suppose. 

Question  by  Mr.  Holmes.  How  many  of  those  friendly  to  the  present 
administration  have  been  removed  by  Mr.  Barry? 

Answer.  None  of  them  to  my  knowledge,  except  Mr.  Waggoraan,  of 
whose  politics  I  am  not  certain;  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  removed. 
My  impression  was  that  he  was  friendly  to  General  Jackson. 

February  17. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  committee: 
Resolved^  Tha^  a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  John  McLean,  r^uest- 
jng  him  to  furnish  the  committee  with  such  information  as  it  may  be  in  his 


ponrer  to.givoi  of  the  actual  state  of  the  available  funda  of  die  Department 
it  the  time  of  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  and  whether 
his  estimate  of  the  losses  of  the  Department  in  his  last  report  was  founded 
on  any  actual  examination  of  the  state  of  the  balances  outstanding  at  that 
time,  or  how  t|iat  estimate  was  made;  what  was  the  mode  of  keeping  the 
accounts  of  the  Department  during  his  administration  of  its  affairs;  and 
whether  thiere  existed  any  want  of  checks  to  prevent  fraud  in  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  revenue  of  the  Department  at  that  time;  also,  to  state  the  charac- 
ter of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  as  an  officer  and 
a  man,  since  Mr.  McLean  became  acquainted  with  Mr  Bradley. 

Mr.  Grundy  objected,  wishing  the  witness  present:  objection  overruled 
by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Hendricks^  and  Holmes,  on  the  ground  that  the  wit- 
ness may  be  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday. 

Committee  having  considered  their  arrangements,^  resolved  that  the  com- 
mittee meet  ajrain  on  Saturday  next  at  11  A.  M. 

This  18th  February,  1831,  Mr.  Woodbury  delivered  to  the  committee 
the  affidavits,  &c.  in  the  case  of  the  southern  contract,  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Gholson. 

Februaby  19. 

Committee  met. 

Mr.  Grundy  proposed  the  following  resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Resohedj  That  the  present  Postmaster  General^  and  the  senior  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  be  requested  to  state  to  this  committee  whatever  infor- 
mation they  or  either  of  them  may  possess,  respecting  the  circumstances 
which  may  have  occurred  between  them  and  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley,  about 
the  lime  the  late  postmaster  at  Poughkeepsie  was  removed,  in  relation  to 
said  removal,  apart  from  the  causes  of  it 

Mr.  Bradley  corrects  the  answer  heretofore  made  as  to  the  number  of 
clerks,  &c.  friendly  to  the  administration;  and  says  that  ^ere  were  17  in 
favor  of  the  present  administration,  21  in  favor  of  the  late  administration^ 
and  5  neutrals,  at  the  time  Mr.  Barry  came  into  office,  according  to  the  best 
estimate  he  can  make.  He  understood  the  question  heretofore  to  refer  to 
the  time  Mr.  Barry  came  into  office. 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  Who  has  assisted  you,  since  you  were  last' 
before  this  committee,  in  ascertaining  the  number  and  politics  of  the  different 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office? 

Answer.  .  My  son,  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  and  I,  made  out  the  estimate 
together.    He  was  better  acquainted  with  their  politics  than  nivself. 

Mr.  Holmes.  What  is  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  the  office  in  regard 
to  the  removal  of  an  officer  under  Mr.  Barry's  administration?  State  the 
ivbole  proceeding.  * 

Answer.  The  process  was  so  various  that  it  is  difficult  to  describe  it* 
If  the  post  office  was  at  a  distance,  it  was  usually  on  the  exhibition  of  de- 
positions and  petitions,  and  sometimes  on  verbal  communications,  and 
sometimes  simply  on  petition.  Under  tbe  former  administration,  it  was 
uniformly  the  practice  to  give  notice  to  the  person  accused  of  the  charges, 
if  they  implicated  his  character;  and  frequently  under  the  present  adminis- 
tration, the  like  notice  has  been  given.  . 

Anew  county  seat  was  established  in  Oneida  county,  New  York;  the 
citizens  petitioned  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at  the  court-house,  «nd 
recommended  a  Mr.  Grants  a  nephew  of  mine.    About  a  month  after  the  ap- 
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plication,  he  wrote  me  that  he  had  heard  nothing  from  the  petition.  lAdw- 
ed  the  letter  to  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  and  stated  th^  case.  Hjs  said  the 
appointment  should  be  made.  I  informed  Mr.  Gardner:  he  said'mepe  was 
another  office  in  ihe  township,  four  miles  on;  and  that  Oswego  l^iU  post: 
(^See  was  only  divided  from  it  by  a  navigable  stream,  over  whi^  he  jpip- 
posed  there  was  a  bridge  or  ferry.  Some  time  after,  I  received  anioiQf^ let- 
ter from  Mr.  Grant,  stating  that  he  had  not  heard  from  the  Departing  I 
showed  it  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  stated  the  case  lugain:  tbej^est- 
master  General  said  it  should  be  made,  and  I  might  t^Il  %b.  Gardner  sd 
I  tpld  him  so,  but  no  appointment  was  ever  made.  There  are  sundry,  other 
cases  I  can  name. 
After  debate,  adjourned  to  February  22,  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

FsBRUARr  22.     * 

Committee  met  at  10 'o'clock.  Present j  Miessrs.  Grundy,  Holmes^  Hen- 
dricks, and  Woodbury.  /  ^ 

Ordered^  That  the  chairman  summon  John  T^st  to  appear  on  Thorsday. 

Mr.  Bradley  appeared,  and  it  was  proposed  to  proceed  with  his  exami- 
nation, which  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Holmes,  because  of  the  absence  of ' 
Mr.  Clayton.   Committee  then  adjourned  till  11  A.  M.  on  Thorsday  next 

At  11  o'clock,  Mr.  Clayton  attend^ed,  that  being  the  hour  of  meeting  for 
the  committee;  and  none  of  the  other  members  were  then  in  attendance, 
.except  Mr.  Clayton  and  Mr.  Hendricks. 

F£BBnART24. 

Committee  met.    All  present 

Mr.  Test,  summoned  to  appear  this  morning,  attended;  and  after  some 
communication  with  the  committee  on  the  Indiana  contracts,  was  request- 
ed to  attend  again  to-morrow  morning. 

The  chairman  presented  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  G^neral^ containing  a 
communication  to  him  of  C.  K.  Gardner,  assistant  Postmaster  Qemenl, 
which  was  received  by  the  chairman  since  the  last  meeting,  andsMedbe 
had  received  no  other  communications  from  the  Department 

The  chairman  also  communicated  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Bradley,  dated  92d 
February,  1831;  on  which  no  order,  was  taken. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o^slock. 

F£bruart25. 

'  Present,  Mesftr£  Clajrton,. Grundy,  and  Hendricks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  ordered  that  Mr.  C.  K.  Gardner  app^  to- 
morrow, and  give  testimony  in  relation  to;  his  statement  I 

The  chairmui  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  GeneraJ^  ^t^ 
the  isd  February,  in  relation  to  the  Indiana  contracts,  and  received  pj  iiun 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee. 

Question  by  Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Bradley  the  witness.  Did  anyi  «^ 
what  part  of  the  counterfeit  money,  and  the  nDtes  of  broken  bank^  which 
were  in  the  Dqnrtment,  consist  of  notes  which  had  been  jfound  in  dead  Ict- 
ter^? 

Answer.  A  nart  of  Hbem  were  found  in  dead  letters;  byt  what  ^ 
amount  received,  in  that  way  was,  and  what  was  the  amount  received  for 
pcwtage,  I  cannot  accurately  say. 
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Question  by  Mr.  C.  Was  Die  e^imafe  of  1}ie  oTailaUe  fiiticB  of  the  I>e- 
partment^ver  predicated  on  any  actual  Calculation  of  losses  in  the  accounts 
oatstanding,  or  how  was  it  made? 

Answer!  The  amount  oftheoutstanding  accounts  wa§  more  than  JI6OO9OOO. 
Mr.  McJLiean  did  not  attempt  to  predicate  his  estimate  of  the  portion  of  this 
which  Would  be  lost  on  any  actual  calculation  or  inquiry  as  to  what  specific 
accounts  wbuld.be  lost  in  the  general  collection.  But  he  only  said  that  iA 
the.  winding  up  of  a  firm,  with  debts  to  this  aihount,  one  half  might  safbly 
be  calcinated  as  good.  He,  therefore,  assumed  a  loss  of  fifty  per  cent  with- 
out li^oing  into  any  minute  calculation.  It  was  impossible  to  arrive  at  kn 
exact  estimate  in  every  case  of  these  accounts,  because,  in  1827,  when  the  ei- ' 
timate  was  made,  some  of  them  had  been  standing  nearly  forty  years.  But, 
at  the  time,  the  Solicitor  and  I  thought  this  estimate  of  losses  entirely  too 
much;  and  he  and  I  took  up  the  suit  book,  and  ma^e  a  calculation  founded 
on  the  best  estimate  we  could  make.  We  had  the  advantage  of  all  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  difielsent  district  attorneys  engaged  in  collecting  these 
accounts,  from  which  we  judged  what  was  desperate  and  what  available,  as 
£u-as  their  information,  and  the  other  information  we  had,  could  enable  us. 

Mr.  McLean  thought  his  data  sound  enough  for  general  purposes,  and 
may  not  have  resorted  to  the  same  means  of  calculation, 'though  he  of  course 
had  access  to  them.  The  result  of  .the  calculation  made  by  the  Solicitor  and 
myself  was,  that  the  losses  would  only  amount  to  8165,000,  instead  of 
{{300,000.  Two  yeai*s  after,  we  made  another  estimate,  and  found  the  losses 
would  be  817^,000. 

Adjourned  to  February  26. 

FEBRUilKT  26. 

Present,  Messrs.  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  unci  Woodbury. 

Oath  administered  by  Mr.  Grundy,  by  order  of  the  committee,  to 
Golooel  Gardner,  to  the  truth  of  his  statement  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
eomttianicated.  to  us,  about  the  Poughkeepsie  removal. 

Commenced  examination  of  Abraham  Bradley. 

Present  AS  above,  and  Mr.  Clayton. 

Question  by  lyir.  Grundy.  Did  you  ever  advance  any  moneys  in  antici- 
pation  to  any  officers  in  the  Depai;|tment  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Department? 

Answer.  Never  knowingly,  to  my  recollection,  s^nce  the  law  prohibited 
it    I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  where  it  has  been  done  even  by  mistake. 

Question  by  same.  Have  you  ever  overpaid  Mr.  Barry? 

Answer.  Never;  and  he  never  got  too  much  to  my  knowledge^  I  could 
not  overpay  him  out  of  the  public  funds,  because  they  were  kn  his  keeping. 
The  moneys  were  deposited  in  the  public  bank,  to  his  credit  as  Poelinastef 
General,  and  I  kept  the  check  book;  but  his  check  commanded  all  the  fiinds 
in  bank,  without  taking  it  from  the  cheek  book.  His  word  is  the  key  of  the 
strong  box,  or  any  part  of  its  contents. 

Qneiition  by  same.  In  settling  your  own  account,  did  it  ever  appear  there 
was  a  liarge' balance  against  you;  and  if  so,  how  much,  and  when? 

Answer.  Some  eight  or  ten  yeais  ago,  I  found  a  deficiency  of  cash  in  iny 
bands,  about  three  thousand  dollars,  and  I  9o\d  a  house  and  paid  it:  after- 
wards, three  or  four  years  ago,  there  was  another  sum  of  between  four  and 
five  thousand  dollars  deficient,  and  I  paid  thatofil  Whether  these  deficits 
arose  from  some  error  in  the  accounts,  or  omission  to  charge  paymeatsi  I    J 
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know  not.  I  was  careful  not  to  overdraw,  and  believe  the  money  »  atill  dive 
to  me. 

Question  by  same. .  How  long  yiras  Mr.  Bache,  of  Philadeijphia,  (being  a 
deputy  postmaster,)  a  defaulter. before  his  removal? 

Answer.  I  think  he  fell  in  arrear  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  say  181 S 
or  1816;  but  he  paid  up  from  time  to  time,  as  explained  in  answer  t6  another 
question. 

Question  by  same.    When  was  he  removed? 

Answer.     I  should  think,  three  or  four  years  ago. 

•  Question  by  s^me.     How  many  bonds  were  taken  by  the  Departmei^  in 
his  case. 

Answer.     I  think,  three  or  four. 

Question  by  same.     Who  were  the  sureties  in  each? 

Answer.     It  is  not  in  my  power  to  tell  all,  but  Mr.  Conrad  was  on  hi$ 
last  bond. 
.  Question  by  same.  Was  either  bond  given  up? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection;  but  Mr.  McLean  endeavored  to ^t  a 
new  bond:  it  was  returned  executed  by  some  person  he  deemed  insufficient: 
he  sent  it  back  tOf  get  additional  security;  and  before  it  was  returned  to  the 
Department,  it  became  necessary  to  remove  Mr.  Bache,  and  a  contest  arose 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  bond. 

The  witnes^  begs  leave  to  add,  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  there  was  an 
endeavor  to  attach  blame  on  Governor  Meigs,  on  Judge  McLean,  and,  per- 
haps, on  himself,  for  this  loss;  and  he  made  an  explanation  to  the  following 
purport: 

The  facts,  as  he  always  understood  them,  were,  that^Mr.  Bache  bought 
property  at  a  high  price  when  speculations  ran  high-,  property  fell,  and  left 
hblLmihtiSf  and  his  sureties  also.  The  public  moneya  in  his  hands  were 
,  applied  to  his  relief  by  himself;  new  payments  were  obtained  from  him  by 
means  of  his  friends,  on  promise  of  keeping  him  in  office;  new  sureties 
were  required;  a  check  was  endeavored  to  be  placed  on  his  cash,  so  dat  his 
salary  might  be  appropriated  towai*ds  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  Grei$ 
pains  were  taken  by  Mr.  Meigs  and  Judge  McLean,  not  to  say' by  witne^ 
also,  to  recover  the  debt«.but  all  were  unavailing.  He  was  kept  in  offiicein 
the  hope  that,  by  these  means,  the  deficit  would  be  efficiently  paid  off;  that 
is,  from  proper  motives;  and,  as  soon  as  all  hope  of  the  accomplishment  ceas- 
ed, he  was  removed.  It  was  one. of  those  unavoidable  occurrences,  in  bis 
opinion,  against  which  human  prudence  could  not  guard  or  remedy;  and  that 
both  of  those  Postmasters  General  were  entitled  to  much  credit  for  their 
great  exertions  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Bradley  wishes  to  stop  evidence  and  make  a  stateitient.  Hemy$t 
by  permission  of  chairman,  ^e  has  looked  into  document  marked  A. 
referred  to  committee,  and  finds  cases  where  he  is  stated  to  have  made  ex- 
tra allowances  when  he  did  not  make  them  all;  ordered  to  send  for  docu- 
ment 

Question  by  Mr.  Grundy.  Were  any  of  Bache's  sureties  released? 

Answer.     Not  to  my  recollection. 

Question  by  same.  By  what  means  did  Bache's  defalcation  of  $22^(M 
happen  m  the  Department  without  being  noticed  at  an  earlier  period? 

Answer.  It 'did  not  happen,  but  it  was  always  noticed;  and  when  firat 
noticed,  as  it  was  every  quarter  when  it  happened,  for  he  frequently  oaid  m 
he  was  called  on  to  make  it  up;  and  he  did  make  it  up,  or  nSrly  so,  m  bekj 
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firessedf  and  then  wcmid  fall  in  arrear  again  in  a  few  quarters,  and  was  then 
pressed  ag»in;  and  thus  the  affair  progressed,  till  finally  his  endorsers,  as  we 
understood,  refused  to  renew  his  notes,  and  the  public  became  the  loser. 

.  Question  by  same.  Was  not  William  A.  Bradley,  a  son  of  Doctor  Brad- 
ley, a  partner  in  tlie  Mobile  contract? 

Answer.  He  was  interested  in  some  way  in  that  and  other  contracts, 
three,  I  believe,  by  being  a  member  of  the  companies  who  took  the  con- 
tracts; but  he  was  not  named  in  the  contracts. 

Question  by  same*  At  the  time  the  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  contract  was 
raade,  was  not  Doctor  Bradley,  the  father,  at  the  head  of  the  bureau  or  office 
fok*  making  mail  contracts? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question  by  same.  Did  he  not  advise  that  contract  to  be  made? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present,  and  cannot  say,  except  that  he  told  me  he 
informed  the  Postmaster  General  that  the  price  was  too  much.  Previous  to 
making  that  contract,  several  gentlemen  proposed  for  ^2^30,000  a  year,  and 
the  Postmaster  General  had  partly  agreed  to  it;  and  I,  with  great  difficulty, 
persuaded  him  to  annul  the  engagement,  and  advertise  for  other  bidders;  • 
which  he  did«  In  doing  this,  I  had  occasion  to  show  the  mail  w*as  then  car- 
ried for  ji6,000  per  year,  and  that  the  receipts  of  the  office  at  New  Orleans 
did  not  pay  for  the  transportation  to  that  city.  The  new  contract  was  to  be 
carried  in  steamboats,  and  it  was  previously  carried  in  otlier  boats,  and  the 
jiew  contract  was  nearly  a  dry  improved  in  speed.    • 

Question  by  same.  How  much  money  was  left  by  you  in  the  iron  chest? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question  by  same.  Did  you  leave  any  account  of  the  sums  in  the  said 
chest  when  you  quit  the  office?  and  if  so,  in  what  books? ' 

Answer.  I  suppose  an  estimate  might  be  made  of  the  moneys  there  by 
taking  up  several  books,  viz:  the  check  book,  the  receiver'?  receiving  book, 
and  cash  book,  and  the  various  bank  books. 

Question  by  same.  Is  there  not?  now  retained  in  the  General  Post 
Office  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Agg,  the  editor  of  the  National  Journal? 

Answer.  He  was  there  the  last  time  I  heard  from  thence,  and  I  suppose 
he  is  still  there.  He  is  dne  of  the  five  gentlemen  whom  I  supposed  was  of 
no  paity,  or  did  not  meddle  with  politics. 

Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Test,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  this 
date,  on  the  subject  of  contracts  in  Indiana,  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
committee  has  been  invited.     Put  on  file. 

Voted — Messrs.  Holmes  and  Grundy  be  a  subcommittee  to  examine  post 
office  books  about  contracts. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  morning,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Februabt  28. 

The  committee  met 

Mr.  Bradley  continued.  There  are  in  the  Postmaster.  General's  rc^  * 
turn  to  Mr.  Burnet's  resolution,  as  I  find,  49  cases  of  extra  allowances  to 
contractors  marked  down  as  made  by  me,  as  Assistant  ot  acting  Postmaster 
General.  In  36  of  these  cases  there  has  been  an  erasure,  and  my  name  has 
been  inserted.  I  cannot  recollect  that  I  made  the  alio  wan  ceinone  of  those 
36  oases.  In  the  cases  of  Harrell,  of  Reeside,  and  of  Mallett,  with  others, 
I  know  I  did  not  make  the  allowance.  The  case  of  Harrell  is  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  the  President.     I  went  with  thq  uvxbeomttvvXX.^.^  \<i  ^^  \«^'^'^ 
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office,  and  found  there  by  the  books  and  papers  that  the  time  in  the  ease  ol 
Harrell,  which  is  stated  on  the  return  to  be  2  hours,  was  but  li  hours.  He 
was  to  carry  the  mail  in  that  case  li  hours  sooner,  and  the  return  says 
it  was  to  be  done  2  hours  sooner.  The  extra  and  additional  alioiv- 
ance  was  8l»992  50  per  annum^  mail  to  go  from  Georgetown  to  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina.  The  original  contract  was  for  26,000.  The  extra 
alldwance  increased  it  to  S7,992  50.  From  the  return  to  Mr.  Burnet's 
resolution,  you  cannot  form  any  opinion,  in  three-fourths  of  the  cases  whidi 
I  have  looked  at,  of  the  propriety  of  the  charges,  because  the  return  does 
not  contain  the  facts  inquired  of  as  to  the  additional  services.  I  have  not 
examined  more  than  half  the  cases,  and  that  hastily.  The  book  will  show 
for  itself.  '   ik 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Is  the  computation  of  allowance  ri^t  or 
wrong  in  the  Charleston  case? 

Answer.  It  is  wrong,  certainly.  It  should  be  ^-^  and  i  of  y^  of  86,000. 
The  allowance  was  vS  1,9 92  50;  and,  according  to  lavv|  it  should  have,  been 
only  S375.  That  difference  in  the  sum  is  not  produced  by  the  mistake  nam- 
ed above,  of  H  Hours  for  2  hours,  but  by  some  other  cause.  In  the  case  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Washington  contract,  the  original  contraict  was  to  carry 
the  mail  through  in  5  hours  for  81,800.  The  extra  compensation  was  83,200. 
The  allowance  should  be  only  -^j^. 

Note. — Here,  for  want  of  time,  the  cpmmittee  could  not  proceed  further 

with  Mr.  Bradley's  evidence. 

<  ♦ 

March  I. 

s    Committee  met;  Mr.  Hendricks  absent,  on  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

The  chairman  laid  before  the  committee  the  communication  of  the  Hon. 
John  McLean,  received  since  the  last  adjournment;  which  was  read  and  ex- 
amined. 

No  information  having  been  yet  furnished  by  tlie  Postmaster  General  in 
reply  to  the  interrogatones  in  the  letters  of  the  24th  of  December  and  the 
18th  January  last,  and  the  session  being  about  to  terminate  on  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  the  impossibility  of  reporting  on  the  information  when 
it  shall  be  furnished  was  considered,  and  it  seemed  to  be  by  all  believ- 
de  that  a  report,  investigating  the  affairs  of  the  Department,  would  be  at 
this  session  impracticable. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Mr.  Clayton,  were  considered  and 
adopted: 

jResolvedf  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to  furnish  the  com- 
mittee with  full  copies  of  the  letter  of  John  McLean,  of  March  31,  lS29y 
and  of  Abraham  Bradley,  relative  to  the  Poughkeepsie  office,  from  xvhich 
extracts,  furnished  from  the  Department,  have  been  made  and  laid  before 
the  committee. 

Sesolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  McLean  be  requested  to  state  whether 
Abraham  Bradley,  while  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  made  any  and  what 
allowances  to  contractors;  and  whether,  in  his  estimate  in  his  last  report, 
the  balance  due  from  Bache,  tlie  postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  coun- 
tJBFfeit  and  uncurrent  money  in  the  Department,  were  considered  as  avail- 
able funds,  or  as  lost 

After  debate,  adjourned* 
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/llie  committee  met. 

Mr.  Bradley,  the  witness,  attended. 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Were  not  the  extra  clerks  employed  by 
Afr.  Barry  while  you  were  in  the  office  under  him,  employed  in  necessary 
writing  in  the  office.     '  '         ' 

Answer.  Generally  so:  there  might  have  been  exceptions. 

Question  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  Did  not  the  business  of  the  office  increase 
so  as  to  require  additional  clerks,  either  permanent  or  extra,  as  often  as  eirery 
six  months. 

Answelr.  Every  year,  or  oftener. 

Here,^  for* want  of  time,  it  became  impossible  to  proceed  with  Mr.  B.'s 
evidence.    So  his  deposition  was  left  ui^fiuished. 

The  chairman  offered  a  report  to  the  committee,  which  was  rejected:  Yeas, 
Messrs.  Clayton  and  Holmes;  nays,  Messrs.  Grundy,  Woodbury,  and  Hen- 
dricks. 

After  debate,  adjourned.  * 
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REPORT 

^EOV  THE 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

JSelative  to  a  comparison  of  weights  and  measures  as  useff  at  the  several 
cusiomrhouses  of  the  United  States,  which  was  required  inf  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  May  29,  1830. 


March  1, 1831. 

.    Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department, 

March  3d,  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Senate,  that,   in  obedience  to  the 
directions  of  their  resolution  of  the  29th  of  May,  1830^  a  comparison  of  the 
weights  and  measures  used  at  the  principal  custom-houses  in  the  (j^nited 
States  was  commenced  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hass- 
ler,  whose  reputation,  as  well   for  his  researches  in  general  science  as  for 
his  experience  in  this  particular  branch,   recommended  him  as  peculiarly 
qualitied  for  this  undertaking.     I  regret,  however,  that  the  work  could  lot 
be  completed  as  early  as  was  desired.     It  was  deemed  essential  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  Jli|>eration  to  have  the  advantage  of  temperatures  below  as  well 
as  above  the  freezing  point;  and  the  undertaking  was,  therefore,  necessarily 
postponed  until  the  winter  season.'  In  the  mean  time,  the  apparatus  had  been 
provided  in  New  York,  and  was  shipped  from  thence  to  this  city  early  in 
December.     The  vessel  was  unfortunately  stranded  in  the  Chesapeake,  and 
part  of  the  apparatus  lost.     The  delay  occasioned   by  this  accident  has  pre* 
Vented  the  completion  of  the  comparison  in  time  for  a  report  to  the  Senate 
during  the  present  session.     The  work,  however,  is  far  advanced,  and  it  has 
exhibited  such  a  remarkable  disparity  in  the  weights  and  measures  used  at 
diCTerent  custom-houses,  as  to  demonstrate  the  urgent  necessity  of  providing 
standards  for  their  regulation. 

Among  the  instruments  which  had  been  procured  some  years  ago  under 

^e  direction  of  the  President,  for  the  survey  of  the  coast,  was  a  standard 

Measure  of  length,  exactly  corresponding  with  the  British  parliamentary 

standard,  as  established  in  1758,  with  which  that  of  1760  is  identical,  as  test- 

^  by  Sir  George  Shuckburgh  in  1798,  and  by  Captain  Kater  in  1821,  on 

the  occasion   of  the  last  determination  of  the  weights   and  measures  in 

England,  when  it  was  adopted  as  the  legal  unit     This  standard  measure 

"^^1  by  means  which  will  be  explained  in  a  future  report,  been  compared 

^ith  the  pendulum  vibrating  seconds  in  London,  at]d  also  with  the  French 

'^elre,  which  is  based  upon  measurements  of  arcs  of  a  meridian  of  the  earth. 
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With  such  evidence  of  its  chsracter,  and  such  an  opportunity  of  correcting 
any  alteration  by  reason  of  decay,  it  was,  without  hesitation,  adopted  as  the 
unit  for  the  comparison  of  measures  of  length. 

The  troy  pound  used  in  the  mint  \i  known  to  be  identical  with  the  latest 
established  standard  troy  pound  of  Great  Britain,  as  regulated  by  the  Bri- 
.tish  laws  and  standard  by  Captain  Kater  in  1821,  having  been  constructed 
by  him,  at  the  special  request  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  upon  the  same  principles, 
and  in  the  same  manner  that  he  had  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  Bri- 
tish standard.  Being  found  by  various  tests,  which  will  also  be  presented 
her^fter,  to  be  worthy  of  its  character  for  acciuracy,  it  was  adopted  as  the 
unit  for  die  comparison  of  weights. 

The  examination  of  measures  of  capacity  has  not  yet  been  so  far  complet- 
ed as  to  authorize  a  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  what  units  for  these  mea- 
aures  otight  to  jpe  adopted.  But  as  soon  as  this  shall  have  been  accomplished, 
the  necessary  preparations  will  be  made  to  secure,  as  far  as  the  power  vest- 
ed by  law  in  the  Treasury  Department  will  permit,  an  entire  uniformity  in 
the  weights  and  measures  used  at  the  respective  custom-houses. 
^  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,    ' 

Your  obedient  servant, 
S,  D.  INGHAM, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate  U.  S. 
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oir 


rpediency  of^abolishing  the  punishment  of  deaths  by  Edward  Liv 


ingston. 


March  3,  1831. 
JLaid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Rob  Bins,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Note. 

(solution  is  depending  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania^  the  ob- 
which  is  to  obtain  the  abolition  of  capital  punishments.  There  are 
individuals  who  consider  their  suppression  as  not  more  in  accordance 
lie  increasing  benevolence  of  the  age,  than  salutary  as  an  amendment 
system  for  preventing  and  punishing  crime.  On  the  other  hand,  to 
zealous  and  honest  opponents  of  such  a  measure^  it  appears  a  broad 
I  changing  long  established  laws,  in  overthrowing  principles  of  legis- 

settUd  and  wise.  A  little  reflection  and  research  might  convince  the 
at  it  is,  in  fact,  an  advance  beyond  existing  systems,  infinitely  less 
nany  alterations  of  our  penal  laws  during  the  last  fifty  years.  It  is  a 
'hich  need  not  be  feared  as  an  innovation.  It  is  one  which,  accord- 
the  judicial  records  of  Pennsylvania,  can  but  alter  the  present  mode 
ishment  in  a  single  instance,  on  an  average,  in  every  year.  If,  there- 
be  principle  of  change  be  sound,  this  is  ()eculiarly  a  case  where  such 

may  be  made  without  violating  well  settled  customs  or  opinions^ 
it  affecting  numerous  cases,  without  encountering  those  obstacles 
,  sometimes  not  improperly,  but  perhaps  always  tenaciously,  are 
1  in  the  way  of  any  deviation  from  what  habit  has  led  us  to  think 
iry  or  right. 

er  these  circumstances,  it  has  seemed  a  suitable  occasion  to  lay  before 
blic  arguments  and  (acts  which  are  deemed  conclusively  to  establish 
pediency  of  abolishing  capital  punishments.  We  say  arguments  and 
or  we  are  not  desirous  that  opinions  should  be  yielded,  either  to 
,  however  great  and  venerated,  %r  to  feelings,  however  benevolent  > 
ire.  » 

h  this  object,  the  following  remarks  have  been  selected  from  the  writ* 
'  Edward  Livingston,  of  Louisiana;  not,  indeed,  on  account  of  the 
ity  derived  from  his  name,  although  that  must  be  great  with  the  legis- 
id  philanthropists  of  our  own,  as  it  is  with  those  of  other  countries; 
*  the  intrinsic  weight  of  the  opinions,  supported  as  they  are  by  facts 
guments  that  cannot,  perhaps,  be  successfully  resisted. 

firs^t  extract  is  from  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Livingston  to  the  Legisla- 
r  Louisiana  in  the  year  1822,  containing  his  general  views  on  the 
t  of  penal  laws.  This  report  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  Legislik 
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ture,  and  was  followed  by  the  preparation  of  his  Code  of  Peiui}  Law,  pdblish* 
ed  in  the  year  1824.  In  the  introductory  report  to  that  code,  Mr.  Living- 
ston entered,  at  greater  length  thap  he  had  previously  done,  into  a  develop- 
ment of  the  principles  which  led  him  to  suggest  the  proposed  enactments, 
and  especially  various  changes  in  the  penalties  inflicted  upon  crimes.  The 
punishment  of  death  naturally  claimed  his  most  serious  attention,  and  is  con- 
sidered by  him  with  all  the  research  and  reflection  due  to  a  question  involv- 
ing on  the  one  hand  the  preservation  of  human  life,  and  on  the  other  the 
prevention  of  ofi*ences  of  the  greatest  magnitude.  In  no  work  has  it  been 
treated  withmore  clearness  and  eloquence — with  more  deference  to  opinions 
expressed  in  favor  of  existing  laws — with  more  imposing  strength  of  argu- 
ment, and  judicious  application  of  facts.  For  this  reason  it  is  offered  parti- 
cularly  to  the  consideration  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  well 
known  philanthropy,  the  improved  state  of  their  penal  code,  the  anxiety 
displayed  for  its  amendment,  seem  to  ensure  attention  to  the  subject  That 
capital  punishments  will  be  abolished  before  any  long  lapse  of  time,  we  be- 
lieve there  is  little  doubts  They  are  already  inflicted  so  seldom  as  to  form 
a  most  inconsiderable  number  in  the  long  list  of  punishments  for  crime.  Any 
thing  tending  to  accelerate  a  result  so  desirable — at  all  events,  any  thing 
which  has  the  efiect  of  throwing  light  on  the  subject,  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  acceptable,  hot  to  legislators  alone,  but  to  all  members  of  a  humane  and 
civilized  society. 


From  the  first  report  of  Mr,  Livingston,  mack  to  the  Legislature  of- 

Louisiana  in  March,  1822. 

I  approached  the  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  effect  of  this  punishment 
with  the  awe  becoming  a  man  who  felt  most  deeply  his  liability  to  err, 
and  the  necessity  of  forming  a  correct  opinion  on  a  point  so  interesting  to 
tlie  justice  pf  the  country,  the  life  of  its  citizens,  and  the  character  of  its 
laws.  I  strove  to  clear  my  understanding  from  all  prejudices  which  educa- 
tion or  early  impressions  might  have  created,  and  to  produce  a  frame  of 
mind  fitted  for  the  investigation  of  truth,  and  the  impartial  examination  of 
the, arguments  on  this  great  question.  For  this  purpose,  I  not  only  consult- 
ed such  writers  on  the  subject  as  were  within  my  reach,  but  endeavored  to 
procdre  a.  knowledge  of  the  practical  effect  of  this  punishment  on'  different 
crimes  in  the  several  countries  where  it  is  inflictefl^  In  my  situation,  how- 
ever, I  could  draw  but  a  very  limited  advantage  from  either  of  these  sources: 
very  few  books  on  penal  law,  even  those  most  commonly  referred  to,  are  to 
be  found  in  the  scanty  collections  of  this  place;  and  my  failure  in  procuring 
information  from  the  other  States  is  more  to  be  regretted  on  this  tkan  any 
other  topic  on  which  it  was  requested.  With  these  inadequate  means,  but 
after  the  best  use  that  my  faculties  would  enable  me  to  make  of  them,  after 
long  reflection,  and  not  until  I  had  canvassed  every  argument  that  could  sug- 
gest itself  to  my  mind,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  punishment  of 
death  should  find  no  place  in  the  code  which  you  have  directed  me  to  pre- 
sent In  offering  this  result,  I  feel  a  diffidence,  which  arises,  not  from  any 
doubt  of  its  correctness— I  entertaih  none — but  from  the  fear  of  being  thought 
presumptuous  in  going  beyond  th^  ppint  of  penal  reform,  at  which  the  wis- 
dom of  the  other  States  has  hitherto  thought  proper  to  stop;  and  from  a  reluo 


teee  to  offct  my  opiaiMis  iilt  oppo«iUon  to  those,  c^iainly  ttiore  entitled  to 
Impact  than  my  own,  which  still  support  the  propriety  of  this  punishment 
fi>r  certain  ofiences.  .  On  a  mere  speculative  question,  1  should  yield  to  this 
authority;  but  here  I  could  not  justify  the  confidence  ypu  have  reposed  in 
me,  were  1  to  give  you  this  opinions  of  others,  no  matter  how  respectable 
they  may  be,  instead  of  those  which  my  best  judgment  assured  me  were 
right. 

The  example  of  the  other  States  is  certainly  entitled  to  ^reat  respect;  the 
greater,  because  all,  without  exception,  still  retain  this  punishment;  but  this 
example  loses  some  of  its  force  when  we  reflect  on  the  slow  progress  of  all 
improvement,  and  on  the  stubborn  principles  of  the  common  law,  which 
have  particularly  retarded  its  advance  in  jurisprudence. 

In  En^and,  their  ParGament  had  been  debating  for  nearly  a  century 
before  they  would  take  off  capital  punishment  from  two  or  three  cases,  in 
which  •every  body  allowed  it  was  manifestly  cruel  and  absurd:  they  have 
jretained  it  in  at  least  a  hundred  others  of  the  same  description;  and  when 
we  reflect  on  these  facts,  and  observe  the  influeace  which  the  prevailing  opi- 
nions of  tHat  country  have  always  had  on  the  literature  and  jurisprudence  of 
ours,  we  may  account  for  the  several  States  having  stopped  short  in  the  re- 
form of  their  penal  law,  without  supposing  them  to  have  arrived  at  the  point 
of  perfection  beyond  which  it  would  be  both  unx^ise  and<  presumptuous  to 
pass.  As  to  the  authority  of  great  names,  it  loses  much  of  its  force  since 
the  mass  of  the  people  have  begun  to  think  for  themselves,  and  since  legis- 
latio'n  is  no  longer  considered  as  a  trade,  which  none  can  practise  with  suc- 
cess but  those  who  have  been  educated  to  understand  the  mystery;  the  plain, 
matter  of  iact^  practical  manner  in  which  that  business  is  conducted  with 
us,  refers  more  to  experience  of  facts  than  theory  of  reasoning — more  to 
ideas  of  utility  drawn  from  the  state  of  society,  than  from  the  opinions  of 
authors  on  (he  subject.  If  the  argument  were  to  be  carried  by  the  authori- 
ty of  names,  that  of  Beccaria,  were  there  no  other,  would  ensure  the  victo- 
ry. But  reason  alone,  not  precedent  nor  authority,  must  justify  me  in  pro- 
posing to  the  General  Assembly  this  important  change;  reason  alone  can 
persuade  them  to  adopt  it  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  develope  the  considera- 
tions which  carried  conviction  to  my  mind,  but  which,  being  perhaps  now 
more  feebly  urged  than  they  were  then  felt,  may  fail  in  producing  the  same 
effect  upon  others.  A  great  part  of  my  task  is  rendered  unn^ssary  by 
the  general  acknowledgment,  universal,  I  may  say,  in  the  United  States, 
that  this 'punishment  ought  to  be  abolished  in  all  cases  excepting  those  of 
treason,  murder,  and  rape.  In  some  States  arson  is  included;  and  lately, 
innce  so  large  a  portion  of  our  influential  citizens  have  become  bankers, 
brokers,  and  dealers  in  exchange,  a  strong  inclination  has  been  discovered  to 
extend  it  to  forgery,,  and  uttering  false  bills  of  exchange.  As  it  is  acknow- 
ledged, ihen,  to  be  an  inadequate  remedy  for  minor  offences,  the  argument 
will  be  restricted  to  an  inquiry,  whether  there  is  any  probabili^  that  it  will 
be  more*^cient  in  cases  of  greater  importance.  Let  us  have  constantly 
before  us,  when  we  reason  on  this  subject,  the  great  principle,  that  the  end 
of  punishment  is  the  prevention  of  crime.  Death,  indeed,  operates  this  end 
most  e&ctually,  as  respects  the  delinquent;  but  the  great  object  of  inflicting  • 
it  IS  Ihe  force  of  the  example  on  others.  If  this  spectacle  of  horror  is  insuf- 
ficient to  deter  men  firom  the  commissioii  of  slight  offences,  what  good  rea- 
son can  be  given  to  persuade  us  that  it  will  have  this  opeta\i\>Tv  viVec^  >^^ 
ctivoe  is  more  atrocious?    C^n  we  believe  *that  the  fear  ot  ^  xemoVfc  ^'«A' 
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uncertaiD  .death  will  stop  the  traitor  in  theiQto:dcatiiigiDioment  of  fimeted' 

victory  over  the  constitution  and  liberties  of  his  country?  While  in  the. 
proud  confidence  of  success^  he  defies  heaven  and  earthy  and  commits  hi# 
existence  to  the  chance  of  arms,  that  the  dread  of  this  punishment  will 
<<  check  his  pride;"  force  him^  like  some  magic  spell,  to  yield. obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  abandon  a  course,  which,  he  persuaaes  himself,  makea.a  ^^  vir- 
tue" of  his  ''ambition?'*  VV^ill  it  arrest  the  hand  of  the  infuri8te  wretch^ 
who,  at  a  single  blow,  is  about  lo  gratify  the  strongest  passion  of  his  soul  In 
the  destruction  of  his  deadly  enemy?  Will  it  tui^n  aside  the  purpose  of  the 
secret  assassin,  who  meditates  the  removal  of  the  only  obstacle  tohi^  enjoy* 
ment  of  wealth  and  honors?  Will  it  master  the  sirongest  passions,  and 
counteract  ihe  most  powerful  motives,  while  it  is  too  weak  to  prevent  the 
indulgence  of  the  slightest  criminal  inclination?  If  this  be  true,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  it  presents  a  paradox  which^will  be  found  more  difficult  t» 
solve,  whtfi  we  reflect  tiiat  great  cri.iies  are,  for  the  most  part,  committed 
by  men  who^e  long  itabits  o(  guilt  have  familiarised  them  to  the  idea  of 
death,  or  to  whum  Mrong  pahsions  or  natural  courage  have  rendered  it,  in 
some  .measure,  indiilerctit;  and  that  the  cowardly  poisoner  or  assassin  always 
thinks  that  he  has  taken  such  precautions  as  will   prevent  any  risk  of  d'M' 

'  covery.  The  fear  of  death,  therefore,  will  rarely  deter  from  the  commii- 
sion  ol  great  crimes.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  remedy  peculiarly  ioappli* 
cable  to  those  ofience.s.'  Ambition,  which  usually  inspires  the  crime  of  trea- 
son, soars  above  the  fear  of  death;  avarice,  which  whispers  the  secret  mur- 
der, creeps  below  it*  and  the  brutal  debasement  of  the  passion  that  proAipl» 
the  only  other  crime  thus  punished  by  our  law,  ts  proverbially  blind  to 
consequences,  and  regardless  of  obstacles  that  impede  its  gratifioatioo. 
Threats  of  death  will  never  deter  men  who  are  actuated  by  these  passionsf 
many  of  them  affront  it  in  the  very  commission  of  the  oSence,  and,  there- 
fore, readily  incur  the  lesser  risk  of  suffering  it  in  what  they  think  the  im« 
possible  event  of  detection.     i3ul  present  other  consequences,  more  directly 

•  opposed  lathe  enjoyments  which  were  anticipated  in  the  commission  of  the 
crime — make  those  consequences  permanent  and  certain — and  then,  although 
milder,  they  will  be  less  readily  risked  than  the  momentary  pang  atienomg 
ihe  loss  of  life;  study  the  passions  which  first  suggested  tlie  offence,  and  ap- 
ply your  punishment  to  mortify  and  counteract  them.  The  anibitious  mao 
cannot  bq|^  the  ordinary  restraints  of  government — subject  him  to  those  of 
a  prison;  he  could  not  endure  the  superiority  of  the  most  dignih^d  magis- 

'trate — force  him  to  submit  to  the  lowest  ofhcer  of  executive  justice:  he 
sought  by  his  crimes  a  superiority  above  all  that  was  most  respectable  in 
society — reduce  him  in  his  punishment  to  a  level  with  the  most  vile  and 
abject  of  mankind.  If  avarice  suggested  the  murder,  separate  the  wretch 
for  ever  from  his  hoard;  realise  the  fable  of  antiquity ;  sentence  him,  from  hi9 
place  of  penitence  and  punishment,  to  see  his  heirs  rioting  on  his  spoils;  and 
the  corroding  reflection  that  others  are  innocently  €^njoying  the  fruits  of  his 
crime  will  be  as  appropriate  a  punishment  in  practical  as  it  was  feigned  to 
be  in  poetical  justice.  The  rapacious  spendthrift  robs  to  support  his  extra- 
vagance, and  murders  to  avoid  detectio^i;  he  exposes  his  life  that  he  may 
either  pass  it  m  idleness,  debauchery,  and  sensual  enjoyment,  or  lose  it  by 
a  momentary  pang— disappoint  his  profligate  calculation;  forcfe  him  lolive, 
but  to  live  under  those  privations  which  he  fears  more  than  death i  let  him  be 
reduced  to  the  coarse  diet,  the  hard  lodging,  and  the  incessant  labor  of  a 
penitentiary. 
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Siibititate  tiMM  priirationsy  which  all  such  offenders  fear,  which  they  havs 
U  risked  their  lives  to  avoid;  substitute  these  for  that  death  which  has  lit- 
le  terror  for  men  fvhose  passions  or  depravity  have  forced  them  to  plunge 
1  guilt,  and  you  establish  a  fitness  in  the  punishment  to  the  crime;  instead 
f  a  momentary  spectacle,  you  exhibit  a  lesson,  that  is  every  day  renewed^ 
nd  you  make  the  very  passions  which  caused  the  offence  the  engines  to 
uaish  it,  and  prevent  its  repetition. 

Reformation  is  lost  sight  of  in  adopting  this  punishment;  but  ought  it  to 
le  totally  discarded?  May  not  even  great  crimes  be  committed  by  p^ersons 
vhose  minds  are  not  so  corrupted  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  this  effect? 
They  are  sometimes  produced  by  a  single  error.  Often  are  the  conse* 
[iiences  of  a  concatenation  of  circumstances  never  likely  again  to  occur,  and 
tre  very  frequently  the  effect  of  a  momentary  hallucination,  which,  though 
LOt  sufficient  to  excuse,  ought  sometimes  to  palliate  the  guilt;  yet  the  opera- 
ion  of  theSQ  several  causes,  the  evident  gradation  in  the  degrees  of  guilt 
^hich  they  establish,  are  levelled  before  this  destructive  punishment.  The 
nan  who,  urged  by  an  irresistible  impulse  of  nature,  sacrihces  the  base  se- 
Iticer  who  has  destroyed  his  domestic  happiness;  he,  who  having  been  calum- 
iiated,  insulted,  and  dishonored,  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life  takes  that  of  the 
landerer;  are,  in  the  eye  of  this  harsh  law,  equally  deserving  of  death  with 
he  vile  assassin  who  murders  Tor  hire,  or  poisons  for  revenge;  and  the 
'outh,  whose  weakness  in  the  commission  of  a  first  offence  has  yielded  to  the 
rtfuiiinsinuationsor  overbearing  influence  of  a  veteran  in  vice,  must  perish  on 
he  4M(ie  scaffold  with  the  hardened  and  irreclaimable  instigator  of  his  crime. 
t  may  be  said  that  the  pardoning  power  is  the  proper  remedy  for  this  evil; 
mt  the  pardoning  power,  in  capital  cases,  must  be  exercised,  if  at  all,  with- 
)ut  loss  of  time;  without  that  insight  into  character,  which  the  penitentiary 
lystem  affords.  It  is,  therefore,  necessarily  liable  to^  abuse;  and  there  is  this 
urther  objection  to  its  exercise,  that  it  leaves  no  alternative  between  death 
od  entire  exemption  from  punishment;  but,  in  every, degree  ofcrime,  some 
lUfiishmeot  is  necessary.  The  novice,  if  subject  to  no  reclaiming  discipline, 
fill  soon  become  a  professor  in  guilt  But  let  the  corrective  be  judiciously 
pplied,  and  its  progress  will  discover  whether  he  may  be  again  trusted  in 
ociety,  or  whether  his  depravity  is  so  rooted  as  to  require  continued  con- 
Aement 

In  coming  .to  a  resolution  on  this  solemn  subject,  we  must  not  forget  an- 
ther principle  we  have  established,  and  I  thinK  on  the  soundest  reasons,  that 
ther  things  being  equal,  that  punishment  should  be  preferred  which  gives 
3  the  means  of  correcting  any  false  judgment,  to  which  passion,  indiffer- 
ace,  false  testimony,  or  deceiving  appearances  may  have  given  rise.  Error 
rom  these  or  other  causes  is  sometimes  inevitable,  its  operation  is  instan- 
aneous,  and  its  fatal  effects  in  the  punishment  of  death  follow  without 
lelay:  but  time  is  required  for  its  torrection;  we  retrace  our  steps  with  diffi- 
ulty;  it  is  mortifying  to  iK^knowledge  that  we  have  been  unjust;  and,  during 
be  time  requisite  for  the  discovery  of  the  truth,  for  its  operation  on  our  un- 
villing  minds;  fof  the  inter])osition  of  {hat  p^er  which  alone  can  stop  the 
ixeeutioo  of  the  law,  its  stroke  falls,  and  the  innocent  victim  dies.  What 
7ouId  not,  then,  the  jurors  who  convicted,  the  judges  who  condemned,  the 
nistaken  witness  who  testified  to  his  guilt — what  would  not  the  whole  com- 
Dunity  who  saw  his  dying  agonies,  who  heard,  at  that  solemn  moment,  his 
mitless  asseverations  of  innocence — what  would  they  not  all  give,  to  have 
^et  within  their  reach  the  means  of  repairing  the  wrongs  they  had  witness^ 
?d  or  inflicted? 
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Instances  of  this  kind  kre  not  uitfrequent;  many  of  fb^-treikk  T6t(M; 
several  have  taken  place  in  out  own  day,  aiid  a  very  refltiarkable  ex^mple^ 
which  was  given  but  a  few  years  since  in  one  of  the  nortfakm  States,*  shows^ 
in  a  striking  manner,  the  danger  of  those  punishments  which' cahnot  be  re- 
called or  compensated,  even  though  the  innocence  of  the  sufferer  is  render- 
ed clear  to  demonstration.  A  few  such  instances,  even  in  a  eentnry,  are 
sufficient  to  counteract  the  best  effects  that  could  be  derived  from  example. 
There  is  no  spectacle  that  takes  such  hold  on  the  feelings  as  that  of  an  in- 
nocent man  suffering  by  an  unjust  sentence;  one  such  example  is  remember- 
ed, when  twenty  of  merited  punishment  are  forgotten;  the  best  passions  take 
5 art  against  the  laws,  and  arraign  their  operation  as  iniquitous  and  inhuman, 
'his  consideration  alone,  then,  if  there  were  no  others,  would  be  a  most 
powerful  argument  for  the  abolition  of  capital  punishments;  but  there  are 
others,  no  less  cogent. 

To  see  a  human  being  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind, 
and  all  the  energies  of  his  body;  his  vital  powers  attacked  by  no  disease, 
,  injured  by  no  accident;  the  pulse  beating  high  with  youth  and  health;  to 
see  him  doomed  by  the  cool  calculation  of  his  fellow-men  to  certain  de- 
struction, which  no  courage  can  repel,  no  art  or  persuasion  avert;  to  see  a 
mortal  distribute  the  most  awftil  di^ensations  of  the  Deity,  usurp  his  attri- 
butes, and  fix,  by  his  own  decree,  an  inevitable  limit  to  that  existence  which 
Almighty  power  alone  can  give,  and  which  its  sentence  alone  should  de* 
atfoy;  must  give  ri^e  to  solemn  reflections,  which  the  imposing  spect|rie  of 
a  human  sacrifice  naturally  produces,  until  its  frequent  recurrence  xMiers 
the  mind  insensible  to  the  impression.  But  in  a  country  where  the  ponish- 
Vnent  of  death  is  rarely  inflicted,  this  sensation  operated  in  all  its  force;  tlie 
people  are  always  strongly  excited  by  every  trial  for  a  capital  ofience;  they 
neglect  their  business,  and  crowd  round  the  court:  the  accused,  the  witness- 
es, the  counsel,  every  thing  connected  with  the  investigation,  becomes  a  mat- 
ter of  interest  and  curiosity.  When  the  public  mind  is  screwed  up  to  this 
f)itch,  it  will  take  atone  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  which  wiUrarfc^ 
y  be  found  to  accord  with  the  impartiality  required  by  justice. 

If  the  accused  excite  an  interest  from  his  youth,  his  good  character,  his 
connexions,  or  even  his  countenance  and  appearance,  the  dreadful  cooa&- 
quences  of  conviction,  and  that,  too,  in  the  case  of  great  crimes  as  well  aa 
minor  offences,  lead  prosecutors  to  relax  their  severity,  witnesses  to  appear 
with  reluctance,  jurors  to  acquit  against  evidence,  and  the  pardoning  power 
improperly  to  interpose.  If  the  public  excitement  take  another  turn,  the 
consequences  are  worse;  indignation  against  the  crime  is  converted  inta  a 
ferocious  thirst  of  vengeance;  anil  if  the  real  culprit  cannot  be  found,  the 
innocent  suffers  on  the  slightest  presumption  of  guilt:  when  public  zeal  re- 
quires a  victim,  the  innocent  lamb  is  laid  on  the  altar,  while  the  scape|poat 
is  buffered  to  fly  to  the  mountain.  This  savage  disposition  increases  with 
the  severity  and  the  frequency  of  capital  inflictions,  so  that,  in  atrocious  as 
well  as  in  lighter  offences,  this  species  of  punishment  leads  sometimes  to  the 
escape  of  the  guilty,  often  to  the  conviction  of  .the  innocent 

Whoever  has  at  all  observed  the  course  of  criminal  proceedings  must 
have  witnessed  what  I  have  just  endeavored  to  describe;  undeserved  indul- 

*  In  Vermont,  a  roost  extraordinary  caie.  The  accined  aras  condemned  tm  ctrcniutaatiil 
Qfidence,  and  bad  even  been  induced  toconfesshimself  guilty  of  murdering  a  man,  who,  by 
a  roost  fortunate  concurrence  of  circumstances,  was  found  alive  only  a  few  days  prior  to  that 
appointed  for  the  execution.        » 
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fBOcer  ui^ast  severity;  opposite  effects  proceeding  from  tlie  same  cause — ^the 
unnecessary  harshness  of  the  punishment. 

But  when  no  siy^h  fatal  consequences  are  to  be  the  result,  the  course  of 
justice  is  rarely  influenced  by  passion  or  prejudice.  The  evidence  is  pro- 
duced without  difficulty,  and  given  without  reluctance;  it  has  its  due  efiect 
on  the  minds  of  jurors,  who  are  under  no  terrors  of  pronduncing  an  irre- 
mediable sentence;  and  pardons  need  not  be  granted,  unless  innocence  is  as- 
certained, or  reformation  becomes  unequivocal. 

Another  consequence  of  the  infliction  of  death  is>  that,  if  frequent,  it 
lose»  its  effect;  the  people  become  too  much  familiarised  with  it  to  consider ' 
it  as  an  example;  it  is  changed  into  a  spectacle,  which  must  frequently  be 
repeated  to  satisfy  the  ferocious  taste  it  has  formed.    It  would  be  extremely 
useful  in  legislation,  if  the  true  cause  could  be  discovered  of  this  atrocious 
passion  for  witnessing  human  agonies,  and  beholding  the  slaughter  of  human 
beings.     It  has  disgraced  the  history  of  all  nations;  in  some  it  gave  rise  to 
permanent  institutions,  like  that  of  the  gladiators  in  Rome;  in  others  it  has 
shown  itself  like  a  ftioral  epidemic,  which  raged  with  a  violence  proportion- 
ed to  the  density  of  population,  for  a  limited  time,  and  then  yielded  to  the 
influence  of  reason  and  humanity.     Every  people  has  given  us  instances  of 
this  delirium;  but  the  religious  massacre^  St.  Bartholomew,  and  the  politi- 
cal slaughters  during  the  reign  of  terror  in  France,  exemplify,  in  a  striking 
manner,  the  idea  I  mean  to  convey.     The  history  of  our  own  country, 
young  as  it  is,  is  not  free  from  this  stain.     The  judicial  murders  of  the  wi- 
zards and  witches  of  New  England,  and  of  a  great  numher  of  poor  wretch- 
es during  what  was  called  the  negro  plot  at  New  York,  furnish  us  with  do- 
mestic lessons  on  this  subject.     The. human  sacrifices  which  we  find  in  tho 
early  history  of  almost  every  nation  proceeded  from  another  cause,  the  idea 
of  vicarious  atonement  for  sins;  but  they  were  attended  with  the  same 
beart-hardkning  efiect     Human  sufierings  are  never  beHeld,  for  the  first 
time,  buf  with  aversion,  terror,  and  disgust.     Nature  has  strongly  implant- 
ed this  repugpance  on  our  minds,  for  the  wisest  purposes:  but  this  once  con- 
quered, it  happens  in  the  intellectual  taste,  as  it  does  in  that  of  thcsenses; 
in  relation  to  which  last,  it  is  observed  that  we  become  most  fond  of  those 
eojoyments  which  required  in  the  beginning  some  effort  to  overcome  the 
disgust  produced  by  their  first  usp;  and  that  our  attachment  to  them  is  in 
proportion  to  the  difficulty  which  was  conquered  in  becoming  familiarised 
to  them.     Whatever  may  he  the  cause  of  this  striking  fact  in  the  history 
of  the  human  mind,  its  effects  ought  to  be  studied  by  Uie  legislator  who  de- 
sires to  form  a  wise  and  permanent  system.     If  the  sight  of  one  capital  exe- 
cution creates  an  inhunuin  taste  to  behold  another;  if  a  curiosity,  satisfied 
at  first  with  terrror,  increases  with  its  gratifieation,and  becomes  a  passion  by 
iodulgeoce;  we  ought  to  be  extremely  careful,  how,  by  sanctioning  the  fre- 
queocy  of  capital  punishments,  we  lay  the  foundation  for  a  depravity,  the 
more  to  be  dreaded,  because,  in  our  governmenkupopular  opinion  must  have 
the  greatest  influence  on  all  its  departments,  and  this  vitiated  taste  would 
soon  be  discovered  in  the  decisions  of  our  courts  and  the  verdicts  of  our 
jurtes. 

But  if  this  punishment  be  kept  for  great  occasions,  and  the  people  are  sel- 
dom treated  with  the  gratification  of  seeing  one  of  their  fellow  creatures  ex- 
pire by  the  sentence  ef  the  law,  a  most  singular  effect  is  produced;  the  suf- 
ferer, whatever  be  his  crime,  becomes  a  hero  or  a  saint:  he  is  the  object  of 
public  attention,  Curiosity,  admiration,  and  pilgr.     Charity  supplies  all  his 
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wmVsy^nd  r^igicm  piiovesber  power,  bft<exhibitiiig  AaiHrtcast  and  iam> 
derer,  though  unworthy  to  enjoy  exiateoce  upon  earth,  yet  purffied  from  tfa^ 
staio  of  his  vices  and  crimes,  converted  by  her  agency  inio  an  accepted  can- 
didate ^r  the  happiness  of  heiyiren:  he  is  lifted  above  tbe iaar  of  death  by 
the  exhortations  and  prayers  of  the  pious;  the  converted  aianer  recdves  the 
tender  attentions  of  respectability,  beauty,  and  worth:  his  prison  becomes 
a  place  of  pilgrimage;  its  tenant  a' saint,  awaiting  the  crown  of  martyrdom: 
his  last  looks  are  watched  with  affectionate  solicitude;  his  la8t  words  are 
carefully  remembered  and  recorded;  his  last  agonies  are  beheld  with  afiBic- 
tion  and  despair;  and  after  suffering  the  ignominious  sentence  of  tlie  law, 
the  body  of  the  culprit,  whose  death  was  iniiaimy,  and  whose  life  was^crime^ 
is  attended  respectfully  and  mournfully  to  the  grave  by  a  train  that  would  ■ 
not  have  disgraced  the  obsequies  of  a  patriot  or  a  hero.  This  sketch,  thou^ 
highly  colored,  is  drawn  from  life:  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
fined and  wealthy  of  our  State  capitals*  sat  for  the  picture;  andalthough 
such  exalted  feelingsiare  not  always  excited,  or  are  prudently  repressed,  yet 
they  ^re  found  in  nature;  and  in  whatever  degree  thejf  exists  it  cannot  be 
«doubted,  that,  in  the  same  proportion,  they  counteract  every  good  effect  that 
punishment  is  intended  to  produce.  The  hero  of  such  a  trag^y  can  never 
consider  himself  as  the  actor  of  a^ean  or  igaoble  part;  nor  can  the  ptople 
view,  in  the  object  of.  their  admiration  or  pity,  a  murderer  and  a  robber, 
whom  they  would  have  regarded  with  horror,  if  their  feelings  had  nbt  been 
injudiciously  enlisted  in  his  favor.  Thus  the  end  of  the  law  is  defeated, 
the  force  of  example  is  totally  lost,  and  the  place  of  execution  is  converted 
into  a  scene  of  triumph  for  the  sufferer,  whose  crime  is  wholly  forgotten, 
while  his  courage,  resignation,  or  piety  mark  him  as  the  martyr,  not  the 
guilty  victim  of  the  laws. 

Where  laws  are  so  diij^tly  at  war  with  the  feelings  of  the  people  who» 
they  govern,  as  this  and  many  other  instances  prove  them  to  be,4bese  laws 
can  never  be  wise  or  operative,  and  they  ought  to  be  abolished.     ^ 

Quid  leges  sine  moribus  vanse  profidunt?  But  if  laws  unsupported 
by  the  .morals  of  the  people  are  inefficient,  how  can  we  reasonably  expect 
that  they  will  have  any  effect  when  they  are  counteracted  by  moral  fed* 
ings  as  well  as  by  ideas  of  religiorr.  This  is  the  effect  of  capital  punish- 
ments in  a  country  where  they  are  not  tjommonly  inflicted.  Let  us  now 
see  what  is  their  result  where  tiiey  are  unhappily  too  frequent. 

In  England,  a  great  portion  of  the  eloquence,  and  learninK^  aiui  all  the 
humanity  of  the  nation  are  at  work  in  an  endeaVor,  not  to  abolish  the  pu«- 
nishment  of  death — that  proposition  would  be  too  bold  in  a  govermnent  where 
reform  in  any  department  might  lead  to  revolution  in  all-^-but  to  relict 
it  to  the  more  atrocious  offences.  This  has  produced  a  parliamentary  inqui- 
ry, in  the  course  of  which  the  reports  to  which  1  have  alluded  before  were 
made.  One  of  them  contains  the  examinations  of  witnesses  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Hous^  of  Commons.  From  one  of  these,  that  of  a  soikiior 
who  had  practised  for  mori^ian  twenty  years  in  the  criminal  courts, J  make 
the  following  extracts. 

*^In  the  course  of  my  practice,  I  have  found  that  the  punishment*  of 
death  has  no  terroi^upon  a  common  thief;  indeed,  it  is  much  more  thesib- 
ject  of  ridicule  among  them,  than  of  serious  deliberation.     The  certain  ap- 

•  Baltiniore.     In  the  case  of  the  mail  tobber<  who,  in  committing  that  crime,  perpetrated 
one  of  the  moat  deliberate  and  ferocioua  murders  on  record. 
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jMtmeh  of  dn  ignominious  death  does  not  seem  to  cfpefate  upon  them;  fot 
^ttcT  the  warrant  has  come  down,  I  have  seen  them  treat  it  with  lerity.  I 
once  saw  a  man,  for  whom  I  had  been  concerned,  the  day  before  his  execu- 
tion, and  on  offering  him  condolence^^and  expressing  my  concern  at  liis'situ- 
ation^  he  replied  with  an  air  of  indifierence,  <  Players  at  bowls  must  expect 
rubbers;'  and  this  man  I  heard  say  that  it  was  only  a  few  minutes,  a  kick 
anil  a  struggle,  and  all  was  over.  The  fate  of  one  set  of  culprits,  in  soma 
instances,  had  no  effect,  even  on  those  who  were  next  to  be  reported  for  exe- 
cution; they  play  at  ball  and  pass  their  jokes  as  if  nothing  was  the  matter. 
I  have  seen  the  last  separation  of  persons  about  to  be  executed;  there  was 
nothing  of  s(\lemnity  about  it,  and  it  was  more  like  the  parting  for  a  country 
journey,  than  taking  their  last  farewell.  I  mention  these  things  to  iihoW 
what  little  fear  common  thieves  entertain  of  capital  punishment;  and  that,  so 
far  from  being  arrested  in  their  wicked  courses  by  the  distant  possibility  of 
its  infliction,  they  are  not  even  intimidated  by  its  certainty.'' 

Another  of  those  respectable  witnesses,  a  magistrate  of  the  capital,  being 
asked  whether  he  thought  that  capital  punishment  had  much  tendency  to 
deter  criminals  from  the  commission  of  offences,  answered,  <*I  do  not  I 
believe  it  is  well  knowp  to  those  who  are  conversant  with  criminal  associa*'. 
tiontf  in  this  town,  that  criminals  live  and  act  in  gangs  and  confederacies,  and 
that  the  execution  of  one  or^  more  of  their  body  seldom  has  a  tendency  to 
dissolve  the  confederacy,  or  to  deter  the  remaining  associates  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  former  pursuits.  Instances  have  occurred  within  my  own 
jurisdiction  to  confirm  me  in  this  opinion.  During  one  sitting,  as  a  mans-* 
trate,  three  persons  were  brought  before  me  for  uttering  forged  notes.  Du- 
ring the  investigation,  I  discovered  that  those  notes  were  obtained  from  a 
room  in  which  the  body  of  a  person  named  Wheller  (executed  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  for  the  same  offence)  then  lay,  and  that  the  notes  in  question 
were  delivered  for  circulation  by  a  woman  with  whom  he  had  been  livings 
This  is  (he  adds)  a  strong  case,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  but  one  of 
very  many  others." 

The  ordinary  of  Newgate,  a  witness  better  qualified  than  any  other  to 
f^ve  information  on  this  subject,  being  asked,  <<  Have  you  made  any  obser- 
vations as  to  the  effect  of  the  sentence  of  death  upon  the  prisoners?"  answers^ 
**  It  seems  scarcely  to  have  any  effect  upon  them;  the  generality  of  people 
under  sentence  of  death  are  thinking,  or  doing  rather,  any  thin^  than  pre* 
paring  for  their  latter  end."    Being  interrogated  as  to  the  effect  produced 
by  the  capital  executions  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  he  answers^  **  I  think, 
shock  and  horror  at  the  moment,  upon  the  inexperienced  and  the  youngf 
but  immediately  after  the  scene  is  closed,  forgetfulness  altogether  of  it,  leav« 
'ing  no  impression  on  the  young  and  inexperienced.     The  old  and  experi^ 
enced  thief  says  the  chances  have  gone  against  the  man  who  has  suffered^ 
that  it  is  of  no  consequence;  that  it  is  what  was  to  be  expected;  making  n# 
serious  impression  on  the  mind.     I  have  had  occasion  to  go  into  the  preso* 
yard  within  an  hour  and  a  half  after  an  execution,  and  I  have  there  found 
them  amusing  themselves,  playing  at  ball  or  marbles,  and  appearing  precise^ 
ly  as  if  nothing  had  happened. " 
No  coloring  is  necessary  to  heighten  the  effect  of  these  sketches.  Nothing, 

it  appears  to  me,  can  more  fully  prove  the  utter  inutility  of  this  waste  of  hU" 

inan  life,  its  utter  inefiSciency  as  a  punishment,  and  its  demoralising  o^afac 

^OQ  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
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The  want  of  authentic  documents  prevents  me  at  preSient  from  laying  be^ 
fore  thef  General  Assembly  some  facts  which  would  elucidate  the  subject,  b^ 
e^mples  from  the  records  of  criminal  courts  in  the  difTerent  States.     The 
prevalence  of  particular  offences,  as  affected  by  the  changes  in  their  criminal 
laws;  the  number  of  commitments,  compared  with  that  of  convictions;  and 
\  the  effect  which  the  punishment  of  death  has  on  the  frequency  of  the  crimen 
for  which  it  is  inflicted;  accurate  informatio'h  on  these  heads  would  have 
much  facilitated  the  investigation  m  which  we  are  engaged.     But  althou^, 
from  the  causes  which  I  have  stated,  these  are  not  now  within  our  reach,  there 
are  yet  some  facts  generally  known  on  the  subject,  whi^h  are  not  devoid  of 
interest  or  instruction.     Murder,  in  all  the  States, 45  punished  with  death; 
in  most  of  them  it  is,  except  treason,  (which  never  occurred  under  the  State 
laws,)  the  only  crime  that  is  so  punished.     If  this  were  the  most  efficacious 
penalty  to  prevent  crimes,  this  offence  would  be  the  one  of  whicb  we  should 
see  tlie  fewest  instances.     Is  it  so?  To  answer  this  question,  we  must  esta- 
blish a  comparison,  not  between  it  and  other  offences;  that  would  never  lead 
us  to  a  true  result.  There  are  some  crimes  that  are  so  destructive  of  the  very 
existence  of  society,  create  such  universal  alarm,  and  suppose  so  great  a  de- 
pravity, that  the  perpetrator  is  always  viewed  with  abhorrence  by  the  whole 
community,  and  public  execration  would  inflict  a  punishment,  even  if  the 
laws  were  silent.     The  number  of  such  crimes,  therefore,  whatever  may  be 
the  punishment  assigned  to  them,*must  necessarily  be  fewer  in  proportion 
than  those  which  do  not  inspire  the  same  horror,  or  spread  the  same  alarm; 
of  this  nature  is  murder:   we  must  therefore  look  to  other  countries  to  esta- 
blish our  point  of  comparison. 

Unfortunately,  the  crime  is  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  here,  in 
the  only  country  from  which  we  have  sufficient  data  to  reason  upon,  and 
therefore  the  result  of  the  inquiry  cannot  be  conclusive;  but  if  iatbat  coun- 
try a  number  of  other  ofienees  are  punished  with  death,  which  do  not  loeur  that 
penalty  here,  and  if  those  minor  offences  prevail  in  a  much  greater  degree 
there  than  they  do  hei-e,  where  they  are  not  so  punished,  while  murder,  and 
robbery  with  the  intent  to  murder,  (almost  the.  only  crimes  punished  in  that 
manner  here,)  be  more  frequently  committed  in  this  country  than  in  that 
which  I  select  for  the  comparison,  then  we  shall  have  some  reason  to  doubt 
the  efficacy  of  this  violent  remedy. 

'  In  London  and  Middlesex,  for  sixteen  years,  ending  in  I&IS,  thirty-five 
persons  were  convicted  of  murder,  and  stabbing  with  intent  to  murder,  which 
is  an  average  of  a  fraction  more  than  two  in  a  year.  In  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  seven  persons  suffered  for  the  same  crime  in  the  space  of  the  last 
four  years,  .which  is  very  little  less  than  the  same  average;  but  the  population 
of  New  Orleans  did  not,  during  the  period,  amount  to  more  than  35,000,' 
which  is  to  that  of  Middlesex  and  London,  in  round  number^,  as  one  to 
twenty-seven;  therefore  the  crime  of  murder  was  nearly  twenty-seven  tifnes 
as  frequent,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  as  in  London.  Almost  the  same  pro- 
portion holds  between  the  whole  State  and  England  and  Wales,  in  relation 
to  this  crime;  nineteen  executions  having  taken  place  for  murder  in  the  last 
seven  years  in  Louisiana,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  during  the  seven 
years  ending  in  1818  in  England  and  Wales.  In  London  and  Middlesex, 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  persons  were  convjcted  of  forgery  and  coun- 
terfeiting in  seven  years,  ending  in  1818.  During  an  equal  period,  seven 
persons  were  convicted  of  the  same  offence  in  the  whole  State,  which  makes 
the  crime  eighteen  times  more  frequent  in  London,  in  proportion  to  num- 


U  [75] 

than  it  is  here.  Six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  conyic- 
for  larceny  took  place  in  the  same  seven  years  in  London;  and  for  a 
jeriod,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  one  hundred,  which  is  near  ten  to  one 
there  thsgi  here,  in  proportion  to  the  population.  Many  capital  con- 
»ns  were  had  there  for  crimes  of  which  none  were  committed  liere,  and 
1,  if  they  had  been,  would  have  been  punished  only  by  imprisonment 
rd  labor.  I  well  know  that  the  state  of  society  in  the  two  countries, 
egree  of  temptation,  the  ease  or  diflSculty  of  obtaining  subsistence,  and 
'  circumstances,  as  well  as  the  operation  of  the  laws,  may  produce  the 
ence  I  have  shown.  But  does  it  not  raise  serious  doubts  as  to  the  eflS- 
of  the  capital  punishment,  to  observe  this  double  effect,  that  almost  the 
crime  which  we  punish  in  that  manner  is  more  frequent  in  the  propor- 
>f  twenty-seven  to  one,  while  those  which  are  the  object  of  a  milder 
ion  are  almost  in  the  same  ratio  less,  than  in  the  cotlintry  with  which 
ake  the  comparison. 

e  laws  of  none  of  the  States  punish  highway  robbery  with  death;  those 
:  United  States  aflSx  this  punishment  to  the  robbery  of  the  mail,  under 
nstances  which  generally  accompany  it.  Yet  it  is  believed  that  this 
pecies  of  highway  robbery  is  more  frequent  than  the  other;  another 
that  the  fear  of  death  is^ot  a  more  powerful  preventive  of  crime  than 
punishments. 

>  not  urge  the  doubts  which  many  wise  andL  conscientious  persons  have 
aJned  of  the  right  of  inflicting  this  punishment,  because  I  am  inclined 
ik  that  the  right  can  benvell  established.     If  this  measure  be  the  only 
nat  can  prevent  the  crime,  Government  has  a  right  to  adopt  it,  unless 
i^il  arising  from  the  punishment  be  greater  than  that  which  could  be 
bended  from  the  offence.     If  it  were  proved  that  the  fruit  in  a  garden 
not  be  preserved  without  punishing  the  boys  who  stole  it  with  death, 
vil  to  be  apprehended  from  the  offence  is  so  much  less  than  that  pro- 
by  the  punishment,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  inflicted  by  the  law, 
less  (as  in  the  case  of  the  English  spring  guns)  by  the  party  injured; 
1  the  contrary,  it  is  a  less  evil  to  destroy  the  life  of  an  assassin,  than  to 
L  him  to  take  that  of  a  man  whose  existence  is  useful  to  his  country, 
icessary  to  his  family.     Whenever,  therefore,  in  this  latter  case,  the 
itive  is  proven  to  be  the  only  one,  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  hesitate 
ny  doubt  of  the  right;  but  if  the  necessity  of  the  punishment,  as  well  as 
^ponderating  evil  of  the  crime,  cannot  be  clearly  shown,  the  right  can- 
ist.     The  burden  of  argument  rests  here  on  those  who  advocate  this 
ment;  they  must  show 'that  it  is  the  only  means  of  repressing  the  of- 
they  must  show  that  in  the  cases  to  which  they  mean  to  apply  it,  the 
il  of  the  offence  is  greater  than  the  punishment.     How  far  Uiey  can 
d  in  the  first  part  of  this  task,  has  been  already,  in  part,  examined;  on 
ter  branch  of  the  position  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  in  estimate 
3  evil  resulting  from  the  impunity  of  any  particular  offence,  in  order 
ipare  it  with  that  of  the  punishment,  we  must  recollect  that  the  one  is 
in,  the  other  a  problematical  eyil.     For  instance,  a  man  commits  mur- 
it  were  certain,  if  yoy  did  not  put  him  to  death,  either  that  he  himself 
repeat  the  ofience,  or  that  the  example  of  his  impunity  would  induce 
r  to  do  it,  the  case,  both  of  necessity  to  prevent  crime,  and  of  the  pre- 
ating  evil  of  the  offence  over  that  of  the  remedy,  would  be  made  out 
does  not  follow,  because  a  man  has  once  committed  a  crime,  he  will 
»re  repeat  it,  nor  that  another  will  be  seduced  by  his  example  to  do  so; 
grant,  are  prot^able;  then  we  have  the  probability  of  two  evils  to  i^wl 
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in  competition  wiih  the  certainty  of  one;  but  a  strong  probability  of  a  great 
evil  ought  to  countervail  the  certainty  of  a  smaller  one;  and  if,  in  this  in- 
stance,  the  probability  be  great,  that  society  might  suffer  the  loss  of  its  wor- 
thiest citizens,  this  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  competition  with  the  evil  of 
putting  an  assassin  to  death.  But  if,  by  other  means,  the  chance  of  the  un- 
certain evil  can  be  reduced  to  a  bare  possibility,  then  the  certain  evil  should 
not  be  incurred.  Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  infliction  of  death  is  the 
best  means  of  preventing  the  repetition  of  the  offence,  yet,  if  perpetual  im- 
prisonment would  as  effectually  prevent  the  offender  from  repeating  it,  and 
would  also  operate  as  an  example,  so  as  to  reduce  to  a  possibility  the  chance 
of  another  being  induced  by  the  mildness  of  the  punishment  to  commit  the 
crime,  then  the  certain  evil  of  taking  away  human  life  ought  not  to  be  in- 
curred, because  the  remote  possibility  of  even  a  great  evil   cannot  justify  it 

But,  before  we  adopt  any  of  these  calculations^  (always  liable  to  the  great- 
est difficulty  in  practice,)\ve  ought  to  inquire  whether  the  position  which  alone 
renders  them  necessary  be  true — whether  the  punishment  of  death  is  neces- 
sary to  prevent  offences.  In  the  proper  sense  of  the  expression,  we  know 
this  is  not  the  case;  to  say  that  a  certain  single  cause  is  necessary  to  produce 
a  given  effect,  supposes  that,  if  the  cause  exist,  the  effect  will  certainly  follow; 
but  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  punishment  of  death  will,  in  all  cases,  prevent 
the  crime  for  which  it  is  inflicted;  all  that  is  meant  is,  that  it  is  better  adapt- 
ed to  that  end  than  any  other  kind  of  punishment:  some  reasons  have  already 
been  given  to  show  that  it  is  not.  Let  us  examine  those  which  are  usually 
given  on  the  affirmative  side  of  this  interesting  question. 

First  There  arc  those  who  support  it  by  argument  drawn  from  religion. 
The  divine  spirit  infused  into  the  great  legislator  of  the  Jews,  from  whose 
code  these  arguments  are  drawn,  was  never  intended  to  inspire  a  system  of 
universal  jurisprudence.  The  theocracy  given  as  a  form  of  Government  to 
that  extraordinary  people,  was  not  suited  to  any  other;  as  little  was  the  sys- 
tem of  their  penal  laws,  given  on  the  mysterious  mountain,  promtilgated 
from  the  bosom  of  a  dark  cloud,  amid  thunder  and  lightning;  they  were  in- 
tended to  strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  a  perverse  aud  obdurate  people; 
and,  as  one  means  of  effecting  this,  the  punishment  of  death  is  freely  de- 
nounced for  a  long  list  of  crimes;  but  the  same  authority  establishes  the  kx 
talioniSy  and  other  regulations,  which  those  who  quote  this  authority  would 
surely  not  wish  to  adopt  They  forget  that  the  same  almighty  Author  of 
4hatlaw,  at  a  later  period,  inspired  one  of  his  prophets  with  a  solemn  assur- 
ance, that  might  with  propriety  be  placed  over  the  gates  of  a  penitentiary, 
and  confirmed  it  with  an  awful  asseveration:  <^  As  I  livb,  saith  the  Lord 
God,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  should 
TURN  FROM  HIS  WICKEDNESS  AND  LIVE.  '*  They  forgct,  too,  although  they 
are  Christians  who  use  this  argument,  that  the  divine  Author  of  their  religion 
expressly  forbids  the  retaliatory  system  on  which  the  punishment  of  death 
for  murder  is  founded;  they  forget  the  mild  benevolence  of  his  precept<»,  the 
meekness  of  his  spirit,  the  philanthropy  that  breathes  in  all  his  words,  and 
directed  all  his  actions;  they  lose  sight  of  that  golden  rule  which  he  establish- 
ed, "to  do  nothing  to  others  that  we  would  not  desire  them  to  do  unto  us;" 
and  certainly  pervert  the  spirit  of  his  holy  and  merciful  religion  when  they 
give  it  as  the  sanction  for  sanguinary  punishments.  Indeed,  if  I  were  in- 
clined to  support  my  opinion  by  arguments  drawn  from  religion,  the  whole 
New  Testament  should  be  my  text;  and  I  could  edsily  deduce  from  itau- 
thoritj  for  a  system  of  reform  as  opposed  to  one  of  extermination.     Bat  al- 
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though  the  legislatar  would  be  unworthy  of  the  name,  who  should  prescribe 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  religion,  and  particularly  to  those  of 
that  divine  morality  on  which  the  Christian  system  is  founded,  yet  it  would 
be  not  less  dangerous  to  make  its  dogmas  the  groundwork  of  his  legislation, 
or  to  array  them  in  defence  of  political  systems.  In  a  Government  where 
all  religions  have  equal  privileges,  it  would  be  obviously  unjust;  it  would 
lessen  the  reverence  for  sacred,  by  mixing  them  with  political  institutions, 
9nd  perverting  to  temporal  uses  those  precepts  which  were  given  as  rules  for 
the  attainment  of  eternal  happiness. 

Secondly.  The  practice  of  all  nations,  from  the  remotest  antiquity,  is  urg- 
ed in  favor  of  this  punishment:  the  fact,  with  some  exceptions,  is  undoubt- 
edly true;  but  is  the  inference  just?  There  are  general  errors,  and,  unfor- 
tunately for  mankind,  but  few  general  truths,  established  by  practice,  in  go- 
vernment and  legislation.  Make  this  the  criterion,  and  despotism  is,  by 
many  thousand  degrees,  on  the  scale  of  s^itiquity,  better  than  a  representa- 
tive government:  the  laws  of  Draco  were  more  ancient  than  those  of  Solon, 
and  consequently  better;  and  the  practice  of  torture  quite  as  generally  dif« 
fused  as  that  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  Idolatry  in  religion,  tyranny 
in  government,  capital  punishments  and  inhuman  tortures  in  jurisprudence, 
arc  coeval  and  coextensive.  Will  the  advocates  of  this  punishment  admit  the 
force  of  their  argument  in  favor  of  all  these  abuses?  If  they  do  not,  how 
will  they  apply  it  to  the  one  for  which  they  argue? 

The  long  and  general  usage  of  any  institution  gives  us  the  means  of  exa- 
mining its  practical  advantages  or  defects;  but  it  ought  to  have  no  authority  as 
a  precedent,  until  it  be  proved  that  the  best  laws  arc  the  most  ancient,  and 
that  institutions  for  the  happiness  of  the  people  are  the  most  permanent,  and 
most  generally  diflused.  But  this  unfortunately  cannot  be  maintained  with 
truth;  the  melancholy  reverse  forces  conviction  on  our  minds.  Every  where, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  the  interest  of  the  many  has,  from  the  earliest  ages, 
been  sacrificed  to  the  power  of  the  few.  Every  where  penal  laws  have 
been  framed  to  support  this  power;  and  those  institutions,  favorable  to  free- 
dom, which  have  comedown  to  us  from  our  ancestors,  form  no  part  of  any 
original  plan,  but  are  isolated  privileges,  which  have  been  wrested  from  the 
grasp  of  tyranny,  or  which  have  been  suffered,  from  inattention  to  their  ipi- 
portance,  to  grow  into  strength.  ^ 

Every  nation  in  Europe  has,  during  the  last  eight  or  ten  centuries,  been 
involved  in  a  continued  state  of  internal  discord  or  foreign  war — kings  and 
nobles  continually  contending  for  power;  both  oppressing  the  people,  and 
driving  them  to  desperation  and  revolt  Different  pretenders,  asserting 
their  claims  to  the  throne  of  deposed  or  assassinated  kings;  religious  wars; 
cruel  persecutions;  partition  of  kingdoms;  cessions  of  provinces;  succeed- 
ing each  other  with  a  complication  and  rapidity  that  defies' the  skill  and  dili- 
gence of  the  historian  to  unravel  and  record.  Add  to  this  the  ignorance  in 
which  the  human  mind  was  involved  during  tlie  early  and  middle  part  of 
this  period;  the  intolerant  bigotry,  which,  from  its  close  connexion  with  gor 
veroment,  stifled  every  improvement  in  politics,  as  well  as  every  reformation 
in  religion;  and  we  shall  see  a  state  of  things  certainly  not  favorable  to  the 
formation  of  wise  laws  on  any  subject,  but  particularly  ill  calculated  for  the 
establishment  of  a  just  or  humane  criminal  code^  From  such  legislators^ 
acting  in  such  times,  what  could  be  expected,  but  that  which  we  actually 
findr— a  mass  of  laws;  unjust,  because  made  solely  with  a  view  to  support  the 
temporary  views  of  a  prevailing  party;  unwise,  obscure,  inhuman^  incoi»- 
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flistent,  because  they  were  the  work  of  ignorance,  dictated  by  intemt,  pta* 
sion,  and  intolerance?  But  it  would  scarcely  seem  prudent  to  surrender  our 
reason  to  authorities  thus  established,  and  to  give  the  force  of  preeedent  to 
any  of  the  incoherent  collections  of  absurd,  cruel,  and  contradicU>ry  provi- 
sions, which  have  been  dignified  with  the  name  of  penal  codes  in  the  juris- 
prudence of  any  nation  of  Europe,  as  their  laws  stood  prior  to  the  last  cen- 
tury. No  one  would  surely  advise  this;  why  then  select  any  part  of  the 
mass,  and  recommend  it  to  us,  merely  because  it  has  been  generally  practis- 
ed? If  there  is  any  other  reason  for  adopting  it,  let  that.be  urged,  and  it 
ought  to  have  its  weight;  but  my  object  here  is  to  show,  that,  from  the  mode 
in  which  the  penal  laws  of  Europe  have,  until  a  very  late  period,  been  es- 
tablished, very  little  respect  is  due  to  them  merely  on  account  of  their  anti- 
quity, or  of  the  extent  to  which  they  have  prevailed.  If  the  criminal  juris- 
prudence of  the  modern  and  middle  ages  affords  us  little  reason  to  revere 
either  its  humanity  or  justice,  that  pf  the  ancient  world  does  nokgive  usmore. 
The  despotism  of  antiquity  was  like  that  of  modern  times,  and  such  as  it  will 
always  be;  it  can  have  but  one  character,  which  the  rare  occurrence  of  a  few 
mild  or  philosophic  monarchs  does  not  change:  and  in  the  laws  of  the  re- 
publics, there  was  a  mixture  of  severity  add  indulgence^  that  makes  them 
very  improper  models  for  imitation.  Yet  in  Jlome,  for  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  from  the  date  of  the  Valerian  law  until  the  institutions  of 
of  the  republic  were  annihilated  by  the  iijiperial  power,  it  was  not  lawful  to 
]|)ut  a  Roman  citizen  to  death  for  any  crime;  and  we  cannot  learn  from  his- 
tory that  offences  were  unusually  prevalent  during  that  period;  but  we  do 
know  that  ^hen  executions  became  frequent,  Rome  was  the  receptacle  of 
every  crime  and  every  vice.  It  must,  however,  be  confessed,  that  we  have 
not  suflScient  information  to  determine  whether  the  frequency  of  capital 
punishments  was  the  cause  or  the  effect  of  this  depravity. 

Modern  history  affords  us  two  examples  which  deserve  to  be  attended  to 
in  this  discussion.  The  Empress  Elizabeth,  of  Russia,  soon  after  she  came 
to  the  throne,  abolished  the  pain  of  death  in  all  her  extensive  dominions; 
her  reign  lasted  twenty  years,  giving  ample  time  to  try  the  effect  of  the  ex- 
periment, and  Beccaria  speaks  with  enthusiasm  of  the  consequences  it  had 
produced.  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  regulations  by  which  this 
change  was  effected,  but,  as  I  believe  the  knout  (an  infliction  more  cniel 
than  a  speedy  death)  was  preserved,  I  do  not  urge  this  example  as  having 
the  same  weight  it  would  have  if  milder  punishments  had  been  substituted. 
Three  years  after  Elizabeth  had  ceased  to  reign  in  the  north  of  Europe,  her 
great  experiment  was  renewed  in  the  south.  Leopold  became  Grand  Duke 
of  Tuscany,  and  one  of  his  first  acts  was  a  declaration  (rigidly  adhered  to 
during  hi^reign)  that  no  offence  should  be  punished  with  death;  he  substi- 
tuted a  mild  system  of  graduated  punishments;  and  though  1  do  not  think 
they  were  very  judiciously  chosen,  yet  the  consequence  was  an  immediate 
decrease  in  the  number  of  offences.  We  are  informed,  that,  during  a  coiy 
siderable  period,  the  prisons  were  empty,  and  no  complaints  for  atrocious 
offences  occurred;  and  he  himself,  after  an  experiment  of  twenty  years,  de- 
clares ^*  that  the  mitigation  of  punishments,  joined  to  a  most  scrupulous 
attention  to  prevent  crimes,  and  also  great  despatch  in  the  trial,  together 
with  a  certainty  and  suddenness  of  punishment  to  real  delinquents,  had,  in- 
stead of  increasing  the  number  of  crimes,  considerably  diminished  that  of 
the  BmAller  ones,  and  rendered  those  of  an  atrociovs  nature  vjbry  rar£." 
This  passage  is  extracted  from  the  luViodiucXXnu  \a  ^  ^o^^^  VtCv^Vw  Vss^  ^ve  to 
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iM  pe<^le  in  the  year  1786:  four  years  afterwards,  he  was  called  to  tlie  etn- 
lire,  aod  the  further  course  of  his  noble  experiment  was  interrupted.  How 
ir  the  old  system  was  re-established,  I  am  not  accurately  informed;  but  • 
ome  traTellers  represent  that  the  new  state  of  things  forms  a  contrast  very 
luch  in  favor  of  the  Leopold  code.  These  instances,  I  think,  turn  the 
oale  of  argument,  as  it  applies  to  the  authority  of  example.  If  we  can  rely 
n  that  of  Tuscany,  (and  it  seems  perfectly  well  authenticated,)  it  proves 
he  inefficiency  of  capital  punishments,  in  great  as  well  as  smaller  offences; 
ind  it  is  of  more  weight  than  the  united  practice  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
vorld  where  the  punishment  is  retained,  but  where  it  has  never  been  found 
(fiectual  to  repress  the  prevalence  of  crimes. 

The  third  and  last  argument  I  have  heard  urged  is  nearly  allied  to  the 
econd;  it  is,  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  innovation.  I  confess  I 
J  ways  tistien  to  this  objection  with  some  degree  of  suspicion.  That  men 
vho  owe  theiir  rank,  their  privileges,  their  emoluments,  to  abuses  and  impo- 
itions,  originating  in  the  darkness  of  antiquity,  and  consecrated  by  time — 
hat  such  men  should  preach  the  danger  of  innovations,  I  can  well  conceive; 
he  wonder  is,  that  they  can  find  others  weak  and  credulous  enough  to  be- 
leFe  them.  But,  in  a  country  where  these  abuses  do  not  exist — a  country 
vhose  adipirable  system  of  government  is  founded  wholly  on  innovation, 
vhere  there  is  no  antiquity  to  create  a  false  veneration  for  abuses,  and  no 
ipparent  interest  to  perpetuate  thi^m — in  such  a  country,  this  argument 
ivill  have  little  force  against  the  strong  reasons  which  assail  it.  Let  those^ 
lowever,  who  honestly  entertain  this  doubt,  reflect  that,  most  fortunately 
or  themselves  and  for  their  posterity,  they  live  in  an  age  of  advancement: 
lot  an  art,  not  a  science,  that  has  not,  in  our  day,  made  rapid  progress  to- 
wards perfection.  The  one  of  which  we  now  speak  has  received,  and  is 
lailj  acquiring  improvement  How  long  is  it  since  torture  was  abolished? 
unce  judges  were  made  independent?  since  personal  liberty  was  secured, 
tnd  religious  persecution  forbidden?  All  these  were,  in  their  time,  innova- 
ions  as  bold,  at  least,  as  the  one  now  proposed.  The  true  use  of  this  objec- 
ion,  and  there  I  confess  it  has  force,  is  to  prevent  any  hazardous  experi- 
nent,  or  the  introduction  of  any  change  that  is  not  strongly  recommended 
)y  reason.  I  desire  no  other  test  for  the  one  that  is  now  under  discussion; 
)ut  I  respectfully  urge,  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  reject  it,  merely  because 
t  is  untried,  if  we  are  convinced  it  will  be  beneficial.  Should  our  expec- 
ations  be  disappointed,  no  extensive  evil  can  be  done;  the  remedy  is  always 
n  our  power.  Although  an  experiment,  it  is  not  a  hazardous  one,  and  the 
)Dly  inquiry  seems  to  be,  whether  the  arguments  and  facts  stated  in  its  fa* 
iOT  are  sufficiently  strong  to  justify  us  in  making  it  Indeed,  it  appears 
:o  me  that 'the  reasoning  might,  with  some  propriety,  be  retorted  against 
h€}ae  who  useit|  by  saying,  *^  all  punishments  are  but  experiments  to  dis- 
cover what  will  best  prevent  crimes;  your  favorite  one  oi  death  has  been 
ully  tried.  By  your  own  account,  all  nations,  since  the  first  institution  of 
K)ciety,  have  practised  it,  but,  you  yourselves  must^cknowledge,  without 
luccess.  All  we  ask,  then,  is,  that  you  abandon  an  experiment  which  has 
or  five  or  six  thousand  years  been,  progressing  under  all  the  variety  of 
orms  which  cruel  ingendity  could  invent,  and  which,  in  all  ages,  under 
ill  governments,  has  been  found  wanting.  You  have  been  obliged  reluctant- 
y  to  confess  that  it  is  inefficient,  and  to  abandon  it  in  minor  ofiences;  what 
^harm  has  it,  then,  which  makes  you  cling  to  it  in  those  oC  a  ^^^t  ^:^\^ 
You  have  made  your  experiment;  it  was  attended  in  its  Qipe;Ta\io\\. '^n  \V^  %xv 
ncalcalable  waste  of  haman  life,  a  deplorable  deg;cadal\otv  ol  Viwniwi  \v\\.Oy.- 
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lect;  it  was  found  often  fatal  to  the  ionocent^  and  it  ^ery  frequeotlj  permit 
ted  the  guilty  to  escape.  Nor  can  you  complain  of  any  unseasonable  inter- 
ference witJi  your  plan  that  may  account  for  its  failure.  Diiringthe  centuries 
that  your  system  has  been  in  operation,  humanity  and  justioB  have  never 
interrupted  its  course;  you  went  on  in  the  work  of  destructtOD,  always  see- 
ing an  increase  of  crime,  and  always  supposing  that  iocretied  severity  ^Kraa 
the  only  remedy  to  suppress  it;  the  mere  forfeiture  of  life  was  too  mild; 
tortures  were  superadded,  which  nothing  but  the  intelligence  of  a  fiend 
could  invent,  to  prolong  its  duration,  and  increase  its  torments;  yet  there  was 
no  diminution  of  crime;  and  it  never  occurred  to  you  that  mildness  might 
accomplish  that  which  could  not  be  effected  by  severity."  This  great  truth 
revealed  itself  to  philosophers,  who  imparted  it  to  the  people.  The  strength 
of  popular  opinion  at  length  forced  it  upon  kings,  and  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion, in  spite  of  the  cry  against  novelty,  began.  It  has  been  progressive. 
Why  should  it  stop  when  every  argument,  every  fact,  promises  its  complete 
success!  We  could  not  concur  in  the  early  stages  of  this  reformation;  per- 
haps the  credit  may  b^  reserved  to  us  of  completing  it;  and  I  therefore 
make  no  apology  to  the  General  Assembly  for  having  so  long  occupied  them 
with  this  discussion.  In  proposing  so  important  a  change,  it  was  neeessvy 
to  state  the  prominent  reasons  which  induced  me  to  think  it  .necessary; 
many  more  have  weighed  upon  my  mind;'and,  on  reviewing  these,  I  feel, 
with  humility  and  regret,  how  feebly  they  are  urged.  The  nature  of  the 
subject  alone  will,  however,  create  an  interest  sufiScient  to  promote  inquiry, 
and  humanity  will  suggest  arguments  which  I  have  not  had  the  sagacity  to 
discover  or  the  talent  to  enforce. 


Extract  from  the  introductory  r^ort  to  the  system  of  penal  law  pre- 
pared for  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  the  year  1824. 

There  is  a  feature  which  honorably  distinguishes  from  the  existing  laws 
of  any  other  nation  the  plan  your  predecessors  unanimously  approved,  and 
which  has  been  one  exciting  cause  of  the  attention  the  European  world  is 
now  giving  to  the  subject:  you  may  easily  imagine  that  I  mean  thx  aboli- 
tion OF  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF  DEATH.  I^eldom  has  any  doctrine  made  such 
rapid  strides  as  this  has  in  public  opinion.  Altho\igh  opposed  by  inveterate 
prejudices,  long  habits,  mistaken  religious  opinions,  and  the  general  indefinits 
fear  of  innovation,  yet  its  proselytes  are  becoming  every  day  more  numerous; 
the  example  of  our  State  is  every  where  quoted;  the  future  measure  of  its  Le- 
gislature are  expected  with  the  greatest  interest;  and  the  final  abolitJon  oft 
punishment  repugnant  to  our  natures  is  expected  from  you  with  confidence^ 
not  unmixed  with  anxi'ety,  by  the  whole  civilized  world.  An  enlighteoed 
citizen  of  Geneva*  has  published  proposals  for  a  prize  essay  on  the  sobfectf 

*  Mr.  Sellon,  member  of 'the  Aovereigii  represenUnive  council  of  GrDera ,  ta  eirlj  a*  1S16 
prupost:d  to  the  cuuncil  lofbolisli  the  punishment  of  death;  and  in  1826  he  offered  the  priae 
refeiFv  d  to  in  the  text.  In  his  proposalf,  af\er  citings  the  opinions  of  Beccarta  and  BchUmmBi 
lie  addij,  *' I  finish  these  observjitions  by  producing  a  document  the  moat  reoentaad  tht 
most  conclusive  in  favor  of  my  proposition.  It  ia  the  accesaibn  of  the  Qeneral  Astomhly  af 
Louisiana  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Livingston  in  hia  report.  My  feUow-dtiaeai 
Wkll  tlitrre  see  a  republic  adopting  dispositions,  of  which  t!ie  principle  one  ia»  the  obmhtf 
tfuppremion  of  the  puniahment  of  death,"  He  then  gives  a  copy  of  our  laar  of  1890^  the 
certificate  of  ny  appointment,  all  that  part  of  the  report  relating  lo  the  poniahmeatef  death, 
aod  the  resolution  approving  of  the  report.  In  a  note  on  the  law,  he  says,  *'  lUfiflg  no 
other  object  in  this  arriting  than  to  convince  my  feUow-citizena  that  the  aholhion  oT  the 
gum§ttO€Bt  of  death  would  be  a  meavure  both  uaeAil  and  honorable  for  my  couBttyi  I 


the iH^meati  fertile  abolition  whieb  have  been  j^proved  by  Ihif 
i  copied  as  a  text  A  sodelty  in  Paris  has  followed  the  example, 
ral  periodica]  papers  of  France^  England,  Germany,  and  Holland, 
with  disquisitions,  for  the  most  part  highly  approving  of  the  plaa 
on,  l^ut  none,  as  far  as  I  have  perceived,  even  of  those  who  doubt 
s,  discouraging  the  experiment  as  a  dangerous  one. 
principle  is  retained  in  our  code,  it  dates  back  to  the  vote  of  approv- 
scures  to  us  a  name  among  nations  to  which  our  relative  population 
^  would  not  for  ages  have  entitled  ns — a  distinction  more  honor- 
1  any  that  wealth,  or  power,  or  advancement  in  any  other  science 
'e;  and  I  need  not  observe  to  the  enlightened  body  I  address,  how 
that  distinction  possessed  by  a  country  is  reflected  back  upon  its 
and  in  what  degree,  while  they  promote  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
men t  the  happiness  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it  It  is  th^ 
uasi<yi  that  both  will  be  increased,  in  an  incalculable  degree,  by  the 
n  question,  that  induces  me,  to  press  it  again  on  the  consideration 
igislature,  and  to  add  a  very  few  reflqptions  to  the  arguments  which 
I  former  occasion  considered  as  conclusive*  ^  I  theni  expressed  an 
bat  the  right  to  punish  by  death  might  be  established  in  cases 
s  importance  of  the  object  to  be  obtained,  and  the  necessity  of  in« 
in  order  to  attain  that  object,  could  both  be  sufficiently  shown;  but 
nent  denied  the  existence  of  such  necessity.  On  reviewing  that 
le  report,  I  think  it  requires  some  elucidation, 
aoe  was  the  first  gift  of  Omnipotence  to  man.  Existence,  accom- 
»t  only  by  the  instinct  necessary  to  preserve  it,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
)ut  with  a  social  (not  merely  a  gregarious)  disposition,  which  led  so 
he  formation  of  societies,  that,  unless  we  carry  our  imagination  back 
St  created  being,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  imagine,  and  certainly  im- 
:o  thu^,  any  other  state  than  that  of  the  social;  it  is  found  wherever 

^ht  (hat  this  end  c#uld  not  be  better  at'tained  than  by  making  them  acquainted 
pott  of  Mr.  Livingston,  made  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana.  Louisianm 
c.  It  is  a  component  part  of  an  illustrious  Union,  aa  we  form  part  of  tlie  Swlaa 
on;  and/the  constitution  of  the  United  States^  as  well  as  our  federal  act,  permits  the 
I  provide  for  themselves  the  best  laws,  even  when  they  differ  from  those  of  the  oth- 
We  owe  to  Mr.  Taillandier  the  transUtion  of  this  report,'*  &c.  And  he  concludes 
ime  by  citing  the  exaroplcA  of  modem  nations,  in  which  this  abolition  has  been 
(effect.  1.  Russia,  under  Elizabetl).  2.  Tuscany  under  Leopold.  3.  <'Loui- 
raerica,  which,  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Livingston,  by  a  solemn  resolution  of  the 
assembly,  has  decreed  the  absolute  suppression  of  this  punbhment.  This  report, 
will  be  seen  that  the  author  has  coUected  all  the  experience  of  the  past  and  pre- 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  document  of,  the  greatest  interest  for  Geneva,  whose  posi- 
lation,  and  constitution,  have  a  great  resemblance  to  those  of  Louisiana,  which 
a  federation,  as  Geneva  is«  has  given  to  itself  good  laws  without  consulting  her 
in^the  subject,  giving  them  a  noble  and  wise  example  to  follow,  and  not  fearing  that 
tlaVion  would  attract  criminals.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  example  will  be  follow- 
And  he  adds,  '*  It  is  easy  to  make  this  experiment.  All  the  world  will  approve 
lory  will  be  reflected  on  the  whole  nalion,  and  history  will  certainly  make  ho* 
Mition  of  the  people  which  sliall  first  renounce  a  practice  no  longer  required  by 
i^ich  alone  could  excuse  it."* 

»  can  accuse  me  of  vanity  in  making  this  and  similar  citations,  is  incapable  of 
ding  how  utterly  this  miserable  boyish  feeling  is  incompatible  with  the  frame  of 
sary  for  the  consideration  of  subjects  on  which  the  happiness  of  a  nation  may  de* 
:lirig  myself  superior  to  such  suspicions,  I  shall  not  sacrifice  any  thing  that  I  think 
te  the  g^at  object,  to  the  fear  of  incurring  them. 

to  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana,  1822,  p.  70,  71;  *  ^ 
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men  are  found,  and  must  have  existed  as  soon  as  the  ffittft^r  o£  (^JMr*- 
^cies  were  sufficiently  multiplied  to  produce  it     Man,  tJbfa^bwg  erei^^^ 
society,  the  Creator  of  man  must  have  int€^4ed  that  it  Blip|dj^|^  prefBi|^e4# 
and  as  he  acts  by  general  laws,  not  by  special  interfereB^.|«i1|^pt^Jp.^.the 
cases  which  religion  directs  to  believe,)  all  primitive  »9(^h^^9^  the 

individuals  of  which  it  is  composed,  must  have  been  en(lo#^N^tli^ltain 
natural  rights  and  correspondent  duties,  anterior  in  time,  and  paraui^iiDt  in 
authority,  to  any  that  may  be  formed  by  mutual  consent. ; .  7!lveL  first.^^^^^ese 
rights,  perhaps  the  only  one  that  will  not  admit  of  dispu^e^  is,  a5^  lin^ 
.  the  part  of  the  individual  as  of  the  society,  the  right  to  continue  i(u^ exist- 
ence given  by  God  to  man,  and  by  the  nature  of  man  to  the 'social  A%te  in 
which  he  wasfornled  to  live;  and  the  correspondent  mutual  4|^  of iAe  in- 
dividual and  of  the  society  is  to  defend  this  right:  but  whentj^e  rightis  giv- 
en, the  means  to  enforce  it  must,  in  natural  as  well  as  positive. taw,  bf  f^foiit- 
ted  to  be  also  given.  If,  then,  both  individuals  and  the  society^Jiayetll^ fight 
to  preserve  their  several  existence,  and  are,  moreover,  under  tiie  recibrpcal 
duty  to  defend  it  when  attacked,  it  follows  that  if  one  or  the  other  bureat- 
ened  with  destruction)  which  cannot  be  averted  but  by  taking  the  Ijfi^^f  tll^ 
assailant,  the  right,  nay  more,  the  duty  to  take  it,  exists:  the  irresis^^b^  j'n}- 
pulse  of  nature  indicates  tiie  right  she  has  conferred,  and  her  first  gi^dftjtw 
shows  that  lifo  may  be  taken  in  self-defence.  It  istrue  the  aggressor  jflpi  the 
same  right  to  exist;  but  if  this  right  were  sacred  while  he  was  attemp|i^  to 
destroy  that  of  another,  there  would  be  co-existing  two  equal  and  ^i^flict- 
ing  rights,  which  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  The  right,  therefore,  lli^k 
of,  is  proved;  but  both  in  the  individual  and  in  society  it  isstrictly  defi^amve: 
it  can  only  be  exerted  during  that  period  when  the  danger  lasts,  by  #^ich  I 
mean  when  the  question  is,  which  of  the  two  shall  exist,  the  aggressor  or 
the  party  attacked,  whether  this  be  an  individual  or  the  society:  before  this 
erisis  has  arrived,  or  after  it  has  passed,  it  is  no  longer  self-defence,  an8  then 
their  rights  to  enjoy  existence  would  be  co-existent  and  equal,  but  hot  con- 
flicting; and  for  one  to  deprive  the  other  of  it  would  be  of  course^  unjust.   ; 

Therefore,  the  positions  with  which  I  set  out  seem  to  be  proved-r-that 
the  right  to  inflict  death  exists,  but  that  it»must  be  in  defence,  either  of  in- 
dividual or  social  existence;*  and  that  it  is  limited  to  tlie  case  where  no  other 
alternative  remains  to  prevent  the  threatened  destruction. 

In  order  to  judge  whether  there  is  any  necessity  for  calling  this  abstract 
right  into  action,  we  must  recollect  the  duty  imposed  upon  society,  of  j^ 
tecting  its  members,  derived,  if  we  have  argued  correctly,  fro/n  the  social 
nature  of  man,  independent  of  any  implied  contract.  While  we  can  ijiia- 
gine  society  to,  be  in  so  rude  and  impcrlect  a  state  as  to  render  the  perfbnn- 
anice  of  this  duty  impossible  without  taking  the  life  of  the  aggressor,  wa 
must  concede  the  right  But  is  |here  any  such  state  of  society?  Oert^uttly 
none  in  the  civilized  world,  and  our  laws  are  made  for  civilized  man..  Im- 
prisonment is  an  obvious  and  efiectual  alternative;  therefore,  in  civilized  so- 
ciety, in  the  usual  course  of  events,  we  can  n^vei;  suppose  it  nec^sary,  and 
of  course  never  lawful;  and  even  among  the  most  savage  hordes,  where  the 
means  of  detention  might  be  supposed  wanting,  banishment,  for  the  most 
part,  would  take  away  the  necessity  of  inflicting  death.  An  active  imagina- 
tion, indeed,  might  create  cases  and  situations  in  which  the  necessity  might 

*This  expliuip  the  part  pf  the  first  report  which  relates  to  the  comparison  between  tbe 
tyil  of  the  cfience  and  the  pyntshment . 
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Mtsibly  exist;  but  if  there  are  any  such,  and  they  are  suffici^tly  probable 
to^Jastify^  an  exception  in  the  law,  they  should  be  stated  as  such,  and  they 
liquid  then  confirm  the  rule;  but^  by  a  perversity  of  reasoning  in  those  who 
aavocate  this  species  of  punishment,  they  put  the  exception  in  the  place  of 
the  rule,  and,  what  is  worse,  an  exception  of  which  the  possibility  is  dIoubtfuL 
It  may  be  observed,  that  I  have  taken  the  preservation  of  life  as  the  only 
case  in  \yhicheven  necessity  could  give  the  right  to  take  life,  and  that  for  the 
sinaple  reason,  that  this  is  the  only  case  in  which  the  two  natural  rights  of 
equal  importance  can  be  balanced;  and  in  which  the  scale  must  preponde- 
rate in  iavor  of  him  who  defends,  against  him  who  endeavors  to  destroy. 
The  only  true  foundation  for  the  right  of  inflicting  death  is  the  preserva- 
tion o(  existence.     This  gift  of  our  Creator  seems,  by  the  universal  desire 
to  preserve  k  which  he  has  infused  into  every  part  of  his  animal  creation,  to  be 
intended  as  the  only  one  which  he  did  not  intend  to  place  at  our  disposal. 
But,  it  may  be  said,  what  beconjes   of  our  other  rights?    Are  personal  li- 
berty, personal  inviolability,  and  private  property  to  be  held  at  the  will  of  any 
strong  invader?     How  are  these  to  be  defended,  if  you  restrain  the  right  to 
take  life  to  the  single  case  of  defence  against  an  attack  upon  existence?     To 
this  it  is  answered.  Society  being  a  natural  state,  those  who  compose  it  have 
collectively  natural  rights.     The  first  is,  that  of  preserving  its  existence;  but 
this  can  only  be  done  by  preserving  that  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it 
It  has,  then,  duties  as  well  as  rights:  but  these  are  wisely  ordered  to  be  in- 
separable.    Society  cannot  exert  its  right  of  self-preservation  without,  by 
the   same  act,   performing  its,  duty  in  the  preservation  of  its  members. 
Whenever  any  of  those  things  which  are  the  objects  of  the  association,  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  are  assailed,  the  force  of  the  whole  social  body  must  be 
exerted  for  its  preservation;  and  this  collective  force,  in  the  case  of  an  indi- 
vidual attack,  must,  in  ordinary  cases,  be  sufficient  to  repel  it  without  the 
sacrifice  of  life;  but  in  extraordinary  cases,   when  the  force  of  the  assail- 
ants is  so  great  ns  to  induce  them  to  persevere  in  a  manner  that  reduces  the 
struggle  to  one  for  existence,  then  the  law  of  self-defence  applies. 

But  there  may  be  a  period  in  which  individual  rights  may  be  injured  be- 
fore the  associated  pbwer  can  interfere.  In  these  cases,  as  the  nature  oi 
society  does  net  deprive  the  individual  t)f  his  rights,  but  only  comes  in  tc 
aid  their  preservation,  he  may  defend  his  person  or  property  against  illegal 
violence  by  a  force  suflScient  to  repel  that  with  which  he  is  assailed.  Thia 
results  <;learly  from  the  right  to  property,  to  whatever  source  we  may  refei 
it,  aifd  from  that  of  personal  inviolability,  which  is,c|{Dder  certain  restric- 
(jons  imposed  by  nature  itself,  indubitably  a  natural  n|;ht.  As  the  injurj 
dureatened  may  not  admit  of  compensation,  the  individual  may  use  force  tc 
prev^it  the  aggression;  and  if  that  used  by  the  assailant  endangers  his  life,* 
the  question  Uicn  again  .becomes  one  of  self-defence,  and  the  same  reasonin| 
applies  which  was  used  to  show  the  right  of  taking  life  in  that  case.  Bui 
where  the  individual  attacked  can,  either  by  his  own  physical  force,  or  bj 
the  aid  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs,  defend  himself  or  his  property 
when  the  attack  is  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  jeopardize  his  own  existence  ir 
the  defence  of  them;  if  he  take  the  life  of  the  aggressor  under  these  circum* 

Tb«  existence  of  dangler  alone  is  not  a  sufficient  justification  by  the  English,  or,  1  be 
,  by  other  laws,  tor  homicide;  it  must  be  a  danger  iVom  which  there  is  no  other  meant  a 
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tances,  he  takes  it  without  necessity,  and  consequently  without risbi  TRi^ 
\  the  extent  to  which  the  natural  law  of  self  defence  allows  an  iodividiial  ta 
0  in  putting  another  to  death.  May  any  association  of  indiTidttals  inflict  it 
jr  any  other  cause,  ahd  under  any  otlier  circuihstances?  SdCMty  has 
be  right  only  to  defend  that  which  the  individuals  who  compose  it  have 

right  to  defend,  or  to  defend  itself;  that  is  to  say,  its  own  existenoe, 
nd  to  destroy  any  individual,  or  any  other  society,  which  shall  attempt 
^  destruction.  But  this,  as  in  the  case  of  individuals,  must  be  only 
irhile  the  attempt  is  making,  and  when  there  is  no  other  means  to  defeat 
\;  and  it  is  in  that  sense  only  that  I  understand  the  word  so  often 
sed,  so  often  abused,  so  littlo  understood,  necessity.  It  exists  between  nih 
ions  during  war,  or  a  nation  and  one  of  its  component  parts  in  a  febdlton 
r  insurrection;  between  individuals  during  the  moment  of  an. attempt 
eainst  life,  which  cannot  otherwise  be  repelled;  but  between  society  and  in- 
ividuals,  organized  as  the  former  now  is,  with  all  the  means  of 'repreuion  and 
slf-defenceat  its  command,  never.     I  come  then  to  the  C€>nclusiiin«  ift  which 

desire  most  explicitly  to  be  understood,  that,  although  the  right  ta  punish 
nth  death  might  be  abstractedly  conceded  to  exist  in  certain  societies^  and 
nder  certain  circumstances  which  might  make  it  necessary,  y et,  .cgnsposed 
s  society  now  is,  these  circumstances  cannot  reasonably  be  even  aopposed 

>  occur;  thatt  therefore,  no  necessity,  and  o(  course  no  right,  to  inflict  deatii 
s  a  punishment  does  exist. 

There  is  also  great  force  in  the  reasonings  whtch  have  been  used  tOffebat 
lat  which  founds  the  right  to  take  life  for  crimes  on  an  original  contract 
lade  by  individuals  on  the  first  formation  of  society.  Firsts  that  no  such 
Dntract  is  proved,  or  can  well  be  imagined.  Secondly,  that  if  it  were,  it 
rould  be  limited  to  the  case  of  defence.  The  parties  to  such  contract  could 
uly  give  to  the  society  those  rights  which  they  individually  had;  their  oih 
Y  right  over  the  life  of  another  is  to  defend  their  own:  they  cait  give  that 

>  society,  and  they  can  give  no  more.  In  this  case  also,  thereme,  the 
tght  resolves  itself  into  that  of  doing  what  is  necessary  for  presenimtion. 
ue  great  inc^uiry  then  recurs,  is  the  punishment  of  death  in  any  dvilited 
3cifety  necessary  for  the  preservation  either  of  the  lives  of  its  oitiz^m  indi- 
[dually,  or  of  their  social,,  collective  rights?  If  it  be  not  neceasary^  I  hope 
ihas  been  proved  not  to  be  just;  and  if  neither  just  nor  neeessary,  canithMK* 
edient?  To  be  necessary,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  lives  of  thecitiBCtts 
nd  the  existence  of  society  cannot  be  preserved  without  it  ButGaii%4lk 
e  maintained  in  the  face  of  so  many  proofs?  Egypt,  for  twenty  year%  chh 
ing  tBe  reign  of  Sabaco;*  Rome,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  yesov;  IViMUiy, 
>r  more  than  twenty-five;  Russia,t  for  twenty-one,  during  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  are  so  many  proofs  to  the  contrary.  Nay,  if  those  are  ridhrMlil 
ill  you  that  the  penal  laws  of  Spain  were  abrogated  by  the  trznmtf''0i» 

•Diod.  Siculiis.  ■. 


f  At  I  use  no  historical  fact  with  a  de^re  that  it  should  go- for  more  than-  it  li^ffMlttH  iti 
lit  proper  to  say  that  I  have  never  relied  so  much  upon  the  tiLampie  of  ^ssia  aftVB 
Lhers  to  which  I  refer;,  because,  although  I  have  been  able  to  procure  no  pivcite  i 
on  on  the  subject,  T  am  yet  inclined  to  believe  that  the  punishment  of  thtJkmmi  ^ 
iTved  as  an  equivalent  to  thai  of  death  in  many  cases,  and  to  death  in  its  roost  h^rndftm- 
IB  thus  described  by  Howard  :**\  saw  two  criminals,  a  man  and  a  wovftft,.  saffer  the  ^aiili- 
lent  of  the  knout.  They  were  conducted  from  prison  by  about  fifteen  hussars  •i^  lev  iil- 
iers.  When  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  punisbraent,  the  hussavs-foroMNl  Ihiiinsi  liii  iati 
ring  round  the  whipping  post.  The  drum  beat  a  minute  or  two^.  and  .tJiea  aooie  vnjem 
ere  repeated,  the  populace  taking  off  their  hats.    The  woman  was  taken  fintf  and  dta^ 
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Stale  itself  gives  an  unanswerable  proof  ttmt  no  such  necessity  exists;  for  if 
those  laws  were  not  in  force,  it  is  very  clear  that  there  were  none  imposing. 
the  penalty  of  death  from  the  time  of  the  transfer  (December,  1803)  to  the 
5^  May,  1B05,  when  our  iirst  penal  law  was  passed.  Yet,  duriqg  that  pe- 
riod, when  national  prejudices  ran  high,  when  one  government  had  abau'^ 
doned,  and  tine  other  had  not  yet  established  its  authority,  there  was  not,  I 
helieye,  a  single  instance  of  murder^  or  of  any  attempt  to  destroy  the  order 
of  sc>ciety.  So  that  one  argument  or  the  other  must  be  given  up.  Either 
the  Spamsh  laws  existed,  or  we  ourselves  furnish  a  proof  that  a  nation  may 
exisrt'in  peaee  without  the  punishment  of  death.  Societies  have  then  exist- 
ed w^itheot  it.  In  those  societies,  therefore,  it  was  not  necessary.  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  state  of  ogrs  that  makes  it  so?  It  has  not,  as  far  as  I  have 
olMerved,  been  even  suggested.  But  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  have  its 
advocates^ven  the  poor  pretext  that  it  is  convenient;  that  the  crimes  for 
which  it  is  reserved  diminish  under  its  operation  in  a  greater  proportion 
than  those  which  incur  a  dijQferent  punishment?  The  reverse  is  the  melan- 
choly truth.  Murder,  and  those  attempts  to  murder  which  are  capitally  pu- 
nished, have  increased  in  some  of  the  United  States  to  a  degree  that  not  only 
creates  eeneral  alarm,  but,  by  Uie  atrocity  with  which  they  are  perpetrated, 
fix  a  stain  on  the  national  character  which  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
effaee.  I  might  rely  for  this  fact  on  the  general  impression  which  every 
member  of  the  body  I  address  must  have  on  this  subject;  but  as  the  result  is. 
eapable  of  being  demonstrated  by  figures,  I  pray  their  attention  to  the  tables. 
Annexed  to  this  report,  in  which,  although  they  are  far  from  being  as  com- 
plete as  could  be  wished,  they  will  see  an  increase  of  those  crimes  th&t  de- 
monstrates, if  any  thing  can  do  it,  the  inefficiency  of  the  means  r^dopted^ 
and  so  strangely  persisted  in,  of  repressing  them.  The  small  number  of 
executions,  compared  with  the  well  authenticated  instances  of  the  crime, 
shows  that  the  severity  of  the  punishment  increases  the  chance  of  ac(][uittal;. 
and  the  idle  curiosity  which  draws  so  many  thousands  to  witness  the  exhi- 
bition of  human  sufiering'at  the  executions,  the  levity  with  which  the  spec- 
tacle is  beheld,  demonstrates  its  demoralizing  and  heart-hardening  efiects;. 
while  the  crimes  committed  at  the  very  moment  of  the  example,  intended 
to  deter  from  the  commission,  show  how  entirely  inefficient  it  is.  One 
instance  of  this  is  so  remarkable  that  I  cannot  omit  its  detail.  In  the- 
year  1S02,  a  person  named  John  Lechler  was  executed  at  Lancaster,  io, 
I^Qsylvania,  for  an  atrocious  murder.  The  execution  was,  as  usual,  wit-^ 
aessed  by  an  immense  multitude;  and  of  the  salutary  efiect  it  had  on  their 
feelings  and  morals  we  may  judge  from  the  following  extract  from  a  news- 

beiii|^f«9ighl7  ttriiypcd  to  the  w»ift,  her  bands  and  ieet  were  bound  with  cords  to  thepost^ 
m  man^rtBwliiig  before  the  post  to  keep  the  cords  tight  A  servant  attended  the  ezecution- 
ers»  aad  both  were  stout  men.  The  servant  first  marked  his  g^round,  and  struck  the  woman 
five  times  on  the  bsck.  Every  stroke  seemed  to  penetrate  deep  into  the  flesh.  But  his 
master,  thinking  him  too  genUe,  pushed  him  aside»  took  his  place^  and  pve  all  the  remaining 
iCiokw  faimself,  whiob  wece  evidently  more  severe.  The  woman  received  twenty. five,  and 
tl^e  oiaa  sixty.  K  pressed  through  the  hussars,  and  counted  the  number  as  they  were  chalk- 
ed mkm  board.  Both  seemed  but  jW/  alive,  especially  the  man,  who  had^  however,  strength 
— •qgli  to  receiver  small  donadon  vritik  some  signs  of  gratitude.  They  were  conducted 
baek  to  ptison  in  a  little  wagon.  I  saw  the  woman  in  a  weak  condition  some  days  atler, 
Ivtf  emM  natfaui  the  man  any  mart.  *'  The  enlightened  successor  of  Alexander  is  pursuing, 
%itfl  energy  and  sea^  areform  in  the  laws  of  the  empire,  which  his  great  predecessor  began. 
It  iriU,  without  any  doubt,  put  an  end  to  such  scenes  as  Howard  has  described;  and  this  code, 
if  completed  according  to  tne  humane  and  liberal  views  of  the  emperor,  will  be  a  monument 
more  gtorious  than  any  that  wss  ever  erected  to  a  conquering  monarch. 
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iper  printed  in  the  neighborhood;*  the  material  facts  which  ait  stated  iir  it 
iving  been  since  confirmed  to  mc  by  unquestionable  authority. 

^^It  has  loDf^  (says  the  judicious  editor)  been  a  controverted  point,  whether 
:iblic  executions,  by  the  parade  with  which  they  are  conducted,  do  .  not 
^rate  on  the  vicious  part  of  the  community  rooi^  as. incitements  to^libaii 
camples  deterring  from,  crime.  What  has  takeil  place  in  Lancaster  would 
ad  one  to  believe  that  the  spectacle  of  a  public  execution  produces  l^re- 
rmation  than  criminal  propensity.  ^  While  one  old  offence  was  atoned  foTr 
lore  than  a  dozen'  new  ones  were  committed,  and  some  of  a  capital  grade. 
wENTT-EiOHt  PERSONS  wcre  Committed  to  jail  on  Friday  night  for  di?er5 
Sfences  at  Lancaster,  such  as  murder,  larceny,  assault  and  battery,  &c;be- 
des,  many  gentlemen  lost  their  pocket  books,  though  the  pickpockets  es- 
iped,  or  the  jail  would  have  overflowed. 

<<In  the  evening,  as  one  Thomas  Burns,  who  was  employed  ag  ^^eaver 
I  the  factory  near  Lancaster,  was  going  home,  he  was  met  by  one  Wilsoo, 
ith  whom  he  had  some  previous  misunderstanding,  when  Wilson  drew  a 
nife,  and  gave  him  divers  stabs  in  sundry  places,  which  are  considered  mor- 
il.  VVilson  was  apprehended,  and  committed  to  jail,  and  had  the  same 
ons  put  on  him  which  had  scarcely  been  laid  off  long  enough  by  Lecbler 
)  get  cold." 

A  letter,  in  answer  to  some  inquiries  I  made  on  the  subject,  adds  to  this 
^formation  that  Wilson  was  one  of  the  crowd  who  left  his  residence  ex- 
ressly  to  witness  the  execution,  and,  to  take  away  all  doubt  that  the  6a- 
ette  account  was  not  exaggerated,  that  he  has  sipce  been  convicted  of  .the 
lurdfcr.  , 

I  pray  the  advocates  for  this  punishment  to  reflect  on  this  example,  to  xor 
Dllect  that  detailed  in  my  former  report  of  the  sale  of  forged  notes  in  the 
[lamber  wh/^re  lay  the  corpse!  of  him  who  was  that  day  executed,  for  a 
milar  offence.  I  ask  them  seriously  to  ponder  on  them,  on  the  numerous 
ther  instances  of  a  like  nature  that  must  occur  to  them,  and  thjen  to  say 
'hether  they  can  believe  the  punishment  of  death  an  efficient  one  for  iniir- 
er.  The  most  serious  and  intense  reflection  has  brought  my  mind  to  the 
inclusion,  not  only  that  it  fails  in  any  repressive  effect,  but  that  it  promoti^ 
le  crime.  The  cause  it  is  not  very  easy  to  discover,  and  still  more  difficult fo 
Kplain;  but  I  argue  from  effects:  and  when  I  see  them  general  in  their  ,9C- 
iirrence  after  Ihe  same  event,  I  must  believe  that  event  to  be  the  eiE^ciept 
ause  which  produces  them,  although  I  may  not  be  able  to  trace  .exu^ 
)eir  connexion.  This  difficulty  is  particularly  felt  in  deducing  monu  ei- 
!cts  from  physical  causes,  or  arguing  from  the  oj)eration  of  moral  causes  on 
uman  actions.  The  reciprocal  operations  of  the  mind  and  body  must  al- 
ways be  a  mystery  to  us,  although  we  are  duly  witnesses  of  their  effects. 

*  Yorktown  Gazette . 

f  The  following^  circumstance,  which  I  find  stated  by  a  gentleman  at  a  public  mtt^og  in 
outhampton,  in  England,  as  having  been  detailed  by  Mr.  Buxton,  is  a  stronger  ease. 

"An  Iriaihman,  found  guilty  of  issuing  forged  bank  notes,  was  executed,  and  lus  body  de- 
rered  to  his  fsmily.  While  his  widow  was  lamenting  over  the  corpse,  a  young  man  cane  to 
er  to  purchase  some  forged  notes.  As  soon  as  she  knew  his  business,  forgetting  at  mace  both 
er  grief  and  the  cause  of  it,  she  raised  up  the  dead  body  of  her  husband,  and  puUcd  from 
nder  it  a  parcel  of  the  very  papej  for  the  circulation  of  which  he  had  forfeited  bis  liftr.  At 
lat  moment  an  alarm  was  given  of  the  approach  of  the  police;  and  not  knowing  wkicfe  else 
>  conceal  the  notes,  ahe  Uirust  them  into  the  mouth  of  the  corpse,  and  there  the  ofRociv 
undtbem.** 
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In  nothing  is  this  more  apparent^  or  the  cause  more  deeply  hidden,  than  in 
that  propensity  whjch  is  produced  on  the  mind  to  imitate  that  which  has 
been  strongly  impressed  on  the  senses,  and  that  frequently  in  cases  where 
the  first  impression  must  be  that  of  painful  apprehension.  It  is  one  of  the 
earliest  developments  of  the  understanding  in  childhood.  Aided  by  other 
impulses,  it  conquers  the  sense  of  pain,  and  the  natural  dread  of  death. 
The  tortures  inflicted  on  themselves  by  the  fakirs  of  India,  the  privations 
and  strict  penance  of  some  monastic  orders  of  Christians,  and  the  self-im- 
molation of  the  Hindoo  widows,  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  religion,  in 
part  to  the  love  of  distinction  and  fear  of  shame:  but  no  one,  nor  all  of  these 
united,  except  in  the  mre  cases  of  a  hero  or  a  saint,  could  produce  such  ex- 
traordinary effects,  without  that  spirit  of  imitation  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
The  lawgiver,  therefore,  should  mark  this  as  well  as  every  other  propensi- 
ty of  human  nature,  and  beware  how  he  repeats  in  his  punishhients  the  very 
actis  he  wishes  to  repress,  and  makes  them  examples  to  follow  rather  than  to 
avoid. 

Another  reason,  perhaps  not  sufficiently  enlarged  upon  in  the  former  re- 
port, to  show  that  it  cantiot  be  efficient,  is  drawn  from  the  uncertainty  of  its 
infliction — an  uncertainty  which  reduces  the  chance  of  the  risk  to  less  than 
that  which  is,  in  many  instances,  voluntarily  incurred  in  many  pursuits  of 
life.  Soldiers  march  gaily  to  battle,  with  the  certainty  that  many  of  them 
must  Call;  those  who  commit  a  crime  punishable  with  death  always  proceed 
tvitha  hope  that  they  will  avoid  detection.  You  find  men  to  confront  death 
in  all  the  shapes  it  can  assume,*  to  pursue  the  most  dangerous  trades,  to  un-* 
dertake  the  most  desperate  enterprises,  for  the  most  trifling  considerations. 
While  there  is  a  chance  of  escape,  the  happy  disposition  of  our  nature  makes 
us  always  believe  it  will  be  favorable  to  us.  We  seize  the  certain  enjoy- 
ment that  is  offered  by  glory,  by  profit,  or  even  by  convenience,  and  we  trust 
that  we  shall  escape  the  uncertain  danger.  If  this  is  acknowledged  in  the 
common  pursuits  of  life,  why  should  it  be  denied  in  the  rarer  mstance  of 
<;rime?  The  great  error  of  our  laws  is,  an  obstinate  refusal  to  consider  an 
offender  against  them  as  moved  by  the  same  impulses,  guided  by  the  same 
motives  with  the  rest  of  the  community;  refusing,  in  short,  to  consider  him 
as  a  man.  They  suppose  him  a  demon  or  an  idiot,  and  their  provisions  are, 
accordingly,  for  the  most  part  calculated  for  a  being  actuated  by  perversity 
too  incorrigible  to  be  amended,  or  by  folly  incapable  of  pursuing  his  own 
happiness  when  the  path  is  pointed  out.  If  we,  on  the  contrary,  were  to 
frame  our  laws  for.  man  as  he  is,  should  we  consider  that  the  threat  of  death 
would  be  an  efficient  restraint  to  him  who,  before  he  commits  the  crime, 
takes  every  measure  that  prudence  can  dictate  to  avoid  discovery,  and  who, 
after  that,  calculates  on  the  proverbial  uncertainty  of  the  law,  while  many 

•  In  one  of  those  imaginary  characters,  drawn  by  the  great  modem  painter  of  human  pas- 
sioiu  and  pursuits  after  his  most  felicitous  manner,  we  have  this  reckless  contempt  of  dan- 
ger admirably  personified  in  the  feroeious  buccaneer : 

**Inurei7  to  danger's  direst  fbrm^ 

Tomade  and  earthquake,  flood  and  storm. 

Death  had  he  seen  by  sudden  blow, 

By  wasting  plague,  by  torture  slow. 

By  mine  or  breach||by  steel  or  ball. 

Knew  all  his  shapes,  and  scom'd  them  all." 
Bertram  is  the  b^u  ideal  of  ll  pirate;  but  the  same  contempt  of  death  is  found,  in  a  less  de 
gree  perhaps,  to  animate  other  freebooters:  witness  the  cool  reply  of  one  of  them  to  a  fellow 
-sufferer  on  the  wheel:  "  Why  do  ^ou  make  all  this  no\s€,  said  Vie\  ^\<i^oMTvovVTw^ii  ^ 
in  oar  profession  we  were  subject  to  one  malady  reore  than  the  t^^X.  ot  ^<&  wqtW?'^ 
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r  U8  are  not  detelrred  by  a  risk  which  we  cannot  flaller  ourtfelvep  t^  tfoj^ 
»r  a  trifling  gain  or  a  momentary  gratification?  Yet,k  majnie^aid  die 
9od  citisen  incurs  the  risk  of  death,  but  not  of  death  in  suflia  fioifl^;  he 
'ould  not,  for  the  gratificatien  or  reward  you  speak  of,  incur  tie  lAi^test 
sk  of  infamy,  although  the  greatest  that  can  be  presented  <^  iMHiattUe 
sath  does  not  affright  him.  This  is  most  tru6,  and  this  is  most  cundiHBive 
i  the  antument  It  is  not  death,  then,  that  is  feared;  it  is  death  ¥rilliTifPO- 
liny.  Sut  if  it  be  that  which  makes  death  dreadful,  will  it  not  mite  life 
itolerable?  If  the  suffering  of  shame  cannot  be  endured  during  the  shfiti 
iterval  between  conviction  and  execution,  how  can  it  be  borne  spread^^vcr 
whole  life?  * 

But  the  murderer  has  no  shame! — ^Then,  according  to  your  argumeint^he 
as  nothing  to  make  him  fear  death  more  in  his  criminal  pursuits,  than  you 

0  in  your  honest  occupation  of  inhaling  pestilence  in  an  infected  hotspital^ 
r  poison  in  the  manufacture  of  mercury,  or  when  you  are  heroically  fiidng 

on  the  ocean  or  in  the  field.  Why,  then,  should  the  lesser  risk,  agunst 
hich  he  thinks  he  has  guarded,  deter  him,  when  the  greater,  which  you 
now  you  must  face,  has  no  effect  upon  you?  Let  no  man,  whose  duty  it  is 
(determine  on  this  important  measure,  evade  this  question;  if  he  decide  it 
1 1  think  reason  and  the  slightest  knowledge  of  human  nature  must  direct, 
le  denunciation  of  death  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  no  efficient  bar  to  the 
)mmis8ion  'of  the  only  crime  in  which  you  think  proper  to  employ  it« 
There  is  no  point  in  the  argument  on  \yhich  stronger  reasoning  and  fliore 
Brsuasive  authority  could  be  produced  than  on  this,  which  has  nHMtfaan 
ice  been  necessarily  introduced,  for  it  connects  itself  with  evety  dfintt. 
rom  the  operation  of  the  earliest  written  laws  of  which  history  ^ves  us 
ly  account,  down  to  the  present  day,  it  has  been  invariably  observed  by  aU 
ho  would  take  the  trouble  to  think,  that  the  inexecution  of  penal  lawBWip 

1  exact  proportion  to  their  severity.  Tjiose  of  Draco  have  become  prdfver- 
ial  for  this  last  quality;  and  their  cruelty  has  been  generally  suppoaed^iasQA 
sient  reason  for  their  abolition  by  Solon.  But  the  fact  is,  that  they  %ere 
K)lished,  not  so  much  by  Solon,  as  by  the  impossibility  of  carryiiig^iliem 
to  execution.  When  the  stealing  an  apple  incurred  the  punishnapit  of 
sath,  what  citizen  would  accuse — what  witness  would  testify — whatiilba* 
y  of  the  people  would  convict — nay,  what  executioner  could  be  bond 

present  the  poisoned  cup?  We  are  accordingly  told  expressly  that  ilM 
ws  were  abolished^  not  by  a  formal  decree,  but  by  the  tacit  and  unreeo^ 
I  consent  of  the  Athenians.^  I  make  no  quotations  from  modem  wtitM 
I  penal  law  to  this  point,  for  there  is  not  one  who  has  not  given  his  l^8&> 
ony  in  favor  of  the  position  I  have  taken;  and  yet,  by  a  most  singuJaT  in^ 


ngruity,  each  of  them  has  a  favorite  crime  to  which  he  thinks  it  idappli* 
ble. 

This  is  not  an  essay  to  prove  the  inutility,  the  danger,  and,  if  these  fte 
Imitted,  the  crime  of  employing  the  punishment  of  death.  Such  a  w^ 
ould  require  a  methodical  arrangement,  and  a  research  into  the  firart  prin- 
pies  of  pjenal  law,  which  cannot  be  expected  from  a  mere  explanatory 
port,  in  which  heads  of  argument  are  suggested  without  much  6rder 
[d  wilh  little  development,  leaving  to  the  enlightened  minds  to  which 
ey  are  addressed  the  task  of  pursuing  to  all  their  consequences  the 
pics  which  are  raised  for  consideration.      With  this  understanding,   I 

>  <«DnLconis  leg^es  quonium  videbantur  impendio  aeeibiores,  non  decreto  jussuqite^  actf 
ito  iUiteimtoque  Athenienaium  conaeosu,  oblttentx  suDt.''— Ju/u  GelUuSy  L  3,  c.  18. 
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j.^s!t  organij^l^d,  are  sul^ect  to  political  disorder^, 
,if)S^!^lefiI^a3ipr\s  ibaf^aye,.,  excited  avail  themselves  of  every 

^|f#?lw y  ^^•  9^}}H*  mn^Bied.  witb  therag^  of  civil  dis- 

^ifM^erjMw^  and   blackest 

en^q,  l^tottpt  warfare?  pit  pfrly  rag^  the  .destruction  of  a 

^i|[^4^jr;^js  lie^djer  |s  seiclom, attempted  hut  by  the   imputa- 

^^  fi^^'^  'Ws;  arCv^ot  made  ^v\  such  occasions,  but  the  exr 

^erted  and  roisappfied;  new  punishments  are  not,  invent- 

[|eady^  |^no.i}r.h  are  riijorpusly  epfgcced  against  the  innocent. 

-T^«j4^N^iC'f^i"8®  ^"^^^^^^  camnfiotiovs;  and.  even  after 

jgpttil^e^S^  accompanied  by^.all  its  horrors, 

j§b'^9^Ml  in,  the  field  ar^  s^bject«d  jlo  something  ILk&a  trial  be- 
^j^^^^^  j^riJS^ced.  Murder,  pn  those  occasibi^s,  arra}  s  itself  in 
Qj^jll^  p]t  ji)stic^3  coy^i:s  i^flf'^with  her  ro(ies»  roounts  her  sa? 
'  ^tvsrl^r  holy  language,  adopts  her  forms,  calls  its  iniquitoufi 
KigOI^Xtpf  the  law;  qnd  even  when  it  stretclies  forth  its  bloody 
fu|joji.  it,  wi^  and  infljcis  on  the  innocent 

i^iinishnient  than  that  wliich  previous  laws  had  proyided  for 
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!g|^ii^,.is  ine^vita^ble  in  cases  of  civil  discord.     Whatever  may 

pgf  yqprincipled  lepLders^.thie  people  lyho  compose  their  party 

"*gith  must  be  mad.ejto  believe  that  those  to  whom  they  adhere 

J  a^d^  supporters  of  the  laws,  and  therjsfore  no  violent  open 

%blisl\ed  forp^  would  be  tolerated,  eveawhere  the  essiential^ 

Qiate4«v  Forms  ^peak  to  the  senses,  the  substance  of  justice  to 

gjOnly :  tlvs  lastma}i»be  pervertediy  the  passions,  pr  imposed 

in  feci,  or  spphis^ry  in  argument;  but  the  ey^s  and  ears  on* 

^tp  observe  a  violation  of  forni^^^jja  the  times  I  have  sup^ 

e;y  ij?ay^aJ3ict.ourrcoiintry  astliey.Jiaye  all  others,)  it  is  oi 

►^nctipn^  no  penalty  that,  may   baused  tp^the  destruction  of 

^^^Q,^s.    They  are  the  ipp?t  obnoxious  to  all  papt\ep;not  partaking 

'^^i^  either^ .  tij^y  are  *  suspected  by ,  both,  and, become  the  first 

*  (^yer  has  any^rjevpluti^onary  or  factious  storm  desolated.any  land, 

is^/pf  men  l^niented  even  by  their  mad  executioners,  after  the 

1^1^^  had,  restored  them  to  their  senses.     Beware,  then,  how  you 

' 'lie  ^xe,^'and  prepare  the  other  instruments  of  deatji,  for  the  hand  of 

l^q^l^  fiewarq  how  you  so  accustom  the. people  to  their  use,  that 

Ib^^'J judgment  may  be.  led   a^ray   so  ,as  to  think  the   ipnocent 

'ey  may  feel  no  shock  in  witnessing  the  last  agonies  of  a  man  whom 

^tejcward^^^plore  as  a  national  loss,  and  whose  death,  they  may 

psi^oii^  dis^c^.   I  dwell  upon  this,  because!  d^eply,fcel  itfforoe. 

ly  pre^nisiip  us  the  magic  glass  on  which?  by  looking  at  past,  we 

ern  future  ev^rits.     It  is  folly  not  to  read;^.  it  is  perversity,  not  to 

iiessonsi,\  If  the^  hemlockhad^not  been  brewed  fonii^Ions  in  Athens, 

a^i  cup  h^m^een  drained  by  Socrates?.    If  the  peopde  had  not 
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aiu^rizi^d  to  sc^TCS  of  Judicial  homicide,  jWoUld>France  or  England 
eh^disgraced hy^th'e  useleiss  murder  pf  I^c^uis^9f^9r  ff  th^ 

ftleiil  of  death  fe|^  not  been  sanctioned  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  those 
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iji,wouldtho<iB%baiTe  been  d^ug^d  with  thelfclood  of  innocence,  of 

h'^i^tnotl^^  'b^  i^6lu«(jfi?'wbuld  t^  best  wA. 
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alta^— <»oqr4gpraad^oiior-  iii  the^host  of  .jpij 
in. its.  .woirOiiy.  rejpresenlati,\x  Layojsier;  ^<[UI^  l^|^*^|Vl 
ajf^d  wortit  been  inunoIatpS  ^by;lhe  strote^^l^  jt^^g^ 
Sydney,  and  the,loug|  s^cces^iqij  of  iiricfims  pfj;^ 
axe?     The  fii:es^QC,  Sniitftfeld  wpuld  npt  Rave/Wazed^' 
ages,  shpuld.we  y^t  ^huddbr,  at  tlxe\namW^  Sh^^^       _^ 
xy  ecclesiastical  law  had  not  usurped  the^rabMl^f;f^dir 
by  the  sacrilegious  apd  absurd  doctrine  t^t  pfi^n^es  ag^] 
to  be  punished  with  death,  given  a  pretext  to  these  atroci 
awful  and  mysterious  scene  on  Mount  Calvary,  wpu]d,.t 
inflictedj  if,  by  the  daily  sight  of  the  cross,  as  an  instru 
jews  had  not  been  prjspared  to  make  it  one  of  their  saer^ 
there  is  no  end  of  the  examples  which  crowd  upon  tl^e  rat 
length   to   which  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  jtjib  J^w 
(Jreadful  abuse  of  it,  under  the  semblance   of.  justice. '> 
wept  over  the  graves  of  patriots,  heroes,  and  martyrs,  .^picfi^i 
fury*     Every  agp  has  had  its  annals  of  blood.  ^'  1m 

But  not  to  resort  to  the  danger  of  the  examples  in  timea^ 
dissension,  advert  once  more  to  that  which  was  formerlywrg^K^j 
I  must  again  liereafter  return,)*  lo  that  which  attends  its  j^gdlf^" 
beace— the  irremediable  nature  of  this  punishment  when  -etwij 
judice,  or  false  pir  mistaken  testimony,  has  causedits  inflictiijB^^ 
upon  tbe4^npcent-^a  case  by  no  means  of  so  rare  occurrdpce.^ii 
gined.  '^  It  is  not  intended  to.enter  into  a^detail  of  those  wbid" 
collected;  thpey  are  not  few,  although  they  tnust  necessarit' 
proportion  to  thosp  which  were  not  within  my  reach.     Thp^i 
of  high*  authority  on  evidence  has  brought,  together  severafi 
are  well  authenticated;   •  I«  Francej  in^^the  short  space  of  ori 
gathered  from  the  public  papers  that  severt  cases  occurred,  in 
^^ondemned  to  death  by  the  primary  courts  (Assizes)  hav.e  bepi 
tJae  sientenee  of  a  superipr  tribunal  on  a  reyerc^al  of  the  sente|ic# 
States  of  »t>ur  Union  these  xiases  are  not  uncommon^     With 
|ibn  of  bur  courts  prevents  the  correction  of  afiy  error,  ei^hfer^llf 
fact,  by  a  superipi;  ti-ibun^jil.,    But  eypry  where  it  is  matter  oC^^ 
any  cases^^houid  be  discovered  of  these  fatal  mistakes/    J^iekc'ii 
subjects  of  them^^  arC)^^  for  the^  most  part,  ifriendless;  generailv^ 
jmust  haVjb  been  VScipus,»  or  Suspicion  would  riot  haxre  fastened;OT 
men  of  gpo4  character  sometimes  think  it  disreputable  to  sb^]^^ 
for  such  men,  or  to  examine  critically  into  the  circumstances '^E^ 
"They  are  deserted  by  their  connexions,  if  they  have  iiny;  frietidif^ 
f^bne.     They  are  condemned,  executed,  forgotten; "and  ih<aTfe# 
would  seem  that  the  samp  e^irth  which,  covered  their  bodies  ^as'' 
Temembrance  of  them,  and  ail  doubts  of  their  innocence  or  Vj 


■    \"V'    .-   »     j^-^/l#' 


'A'         *  '  .  •  •  ■ 


%'^m^. 


M^Esy^ 


^f^^^^m^.% 


-.^\^. 


ipl 


^  *,-<  r  t 


:i^- V  • 


■^    *  philips  on  Evidencf,  Appendix.  '> 

I  is  not  this  a  striking  lesson  to  teach  us  the  necessity  of  providing; ifci<*me?(&'ti 
ing  CJTor  in  criminal  as  yreW  as  in  civil  cases— of  protecting  life  arid  fiti&rtyik^d 
perty?  The  importance  of  the  subject  may,  perhipa,  excuse  my  rtkri\i\eonF 
^  bai  formerly  oflfered  to  the  USeheral  AisemWy  by  the  repbrlct.        -*^:^**^    « 
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ft%Ari»i^Dable  to  suppose  that  many  more  such  cases  hare  existej^ 
l(e  mat  h^  to  light*    Would  you  re^ 

(Qli^inent  that  m  the  common  course  of  events  must  be  irremedia- 
bly, at  times,  6n  the  innocent,  even  if  it  secured  the  punishment 
'^"^  '?    But  this  is  far  from  being  the  effect     While  you  cannot, 
^' cases,  avoid  its  falling  upon  innocence,  that  very  cause,  from 
lion  of  all  testimony,  will  make  it  more  favorable  to  the  escape 
;  and  the  maxim,  so  often  quoted  on  this  occasion,  t  will  no 
srverted  in  order  to  effect  a  compromise  between  the  conscience 
and  the  severity  of  the  law,  when  your  punishments  are  such 
lit  of  remission  when  they  have  been  found  to  be  unjustly  im- 

guments,  not  less  forcible,  other  authorities,  equally  respectable, 
&  adduced  to  show  the  ill  effects  of  this  species  of  punishment;  but 
jr' topics  that  are  still  before  me  in  this  report  oblige  me  to  pursue 
hb  further  than  to  inquire  what  good  can  be  expected,  or  what  pre- 
btage  is  derived,  from  retaining  this  punishment?  Our  legislation 
ifed  it  without  a  struggle  in  all  cases,  at  first,  but  murder,  attempt 
Sr,  rape,  and  servile  insurrection,  and  afterwards  extended  it  to  a 
>f  aggravated  burglary .+    Novy,  as  these  cases  are  those  only  in  Which 

fl,g«ve  the  substance  of  this  objeclion  to  capital  punishment  in  the  words  of  a  mth 
fte|science  of  leglslut'ion  owes  the  greht  attention  that  is  now  paid  to  its  true  priI^ 
^ljpi|^whoin  statues  would  be  raised  if  the  benefactors  of  mankind  wett  as  much 
^Ui^  oppressors  of  nations.  **  The  same  objection  (he  says)  lies  a^inst  all  affile* 
3n»X^h:it  they  cannot  be  remedied,)  but  they  may  be  compensated.  For  death 
ilfi^O  resource.  There  is  no  man,  ever  so  little  versed  in  criminal  procedure,  who 
kiml  of!  terror  when  he  thinks  on  how  slig-ht  a  circumstance  the  life  of  a  man* 
i  fpt*  a  capital  crime,  depends,  and  who  does  not  recollect  instances  in  which 
^pwed  their  lives  to  some  extraordinary  circumstance,  accidentally  brought  to 
it»\  moment  of  danger.  The  chances  of  danger  are,  without  doubt,  reiy  di^ 
^Wtoig  to  the  diflTerent  systems  of  procedure.  .  .  .  but  are  there  any  judiciary 
AiPin  gi>ard»  in  perfect  security,  against  the  snares  of  falsehood  and  the  illuaioflk  of 
!  absb^ite  security  is  a  point  of  perfection  which  may  be  approached  much  nearer 
et  been  done  without  reaching  it;  for  witnesses  may  deceive,  or  be  deceired;  the 
jthbse  who  testify  to  the  same  fact  is  not  an  infallible  safeguard;  and  as  to  proofs 
drawn  fronn  circnmstantial  facts— circiimstances  the  most  conclusiTe  in  appear* 
le  which  it  would  seem  impossible  to  explain,  but  on  the  supposition  of  guilt— 
i  ipay  be  the  effect  of  chance ,  or  of  preconcerted  circumstances,  arranged  by  in- 
*rsoiH.  The  only  proof  which  would  appear  to  bring  complete  conviction,  the 
Ision  of  the  accused,  besides  its  being  very  rare,  does  not  always  give  absolute  cer- 
:«  men  have  been  found,  as  in  the  case  of  witchcraft,  to  confess  themselves  g^lty 
[tjv^t  it  was  impossible  to  commit.  Those  are  not  imaginary  alarms,  drawn  from 
faU)iUties.  There  are  no  criminal  records  that  do  not  present  examples  of  these  fatal 
and  those  which,  by  a  concurrence  of  singular  events,  have  become  known,  gite 
tb  suspect  many  innocent  victims  unknown.  It  may  even  be  observed,  that  the 
iichflllie  word  evidence  is  most  frequently  used  arc  those  in  which  the  testimoHf 
iblful  When  the  alleged  crime  is  one  of  those  which  excites  the  most  antipathy^ 
nathe  spirit  of  psrty,  the  witnesses  unconsciously  become  accusers;  they  are  no 
Ah e  echoes  of  public  clamor;  the  fermeotation  increases  by  its  own  action,  and 
gef'  permitted  tb  doubt.  It  was  a  frenzy  of  this  kind  which  first'  seized  the  peo- 
as  afurwards  communicated  to  the  judges,  in  the  unfortunate  affair  of'  Calaia.*'-^ 
Rewards  and  Punishmenit^  Bentham, 

t  is  belter  ten  guilty  should  escape  than  one  innocept  suffer,  is  invariably  gtven 
'as  aniaxim  in  all  capital  cases,  depending  on  circumstantial,  evidence;  and  where 
no  .irritating  cause?*,  IX  invariably, succeeds. 

section  of  20tji  March,  1818,  breaking  into  a  dweUing-house  in  the  nighttime, 
t  to  3te:d,  &c. :  so  Car  this  ci-inie  was  already j)un'u»hable  under  the  act  of  1805.  The 
lishment  of  death  is  added,  if  any  person  waa  lawRilly  within  the  house,  and  if  the 
as  armed  with  a  dangerS^is  weapon;  or  if  not  so  armed,  if  he  armed  himself  in  the 
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i  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  retain  this  punishment^  as  it' has 
loned  in  all  others,  the  serious  inquiry  presents  itself,  f^f  it 
1  these?  or,  urhy  abandoned  in  the  others?     Its  inefifieiBy^ 
ther  objections  to  it,  must  have  been  apparent  in  all  the  6tiM 
SDces  in  which  it  has  been  dispensed  with,  or  it  would  ceriailily 
etained  or  restored.       Taking  this  acknowledged  ineffidencT^'riB^ 
ous  cases  for  the  basis  of  the  argument,  let  us  inquire  whetfMfir 
[ling  which  makes  it  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  enumerated ^^ibeai^ 
I  unjust  or  inexpedient  to  apply  to  any  of  the  others?    .Wfe^ 
jodes  of  discovering  the  truth  on  this  subject-:-by  reasoniMwSftn'ifat 
al  effects  of  particular  motives  on  human  actions;  by  anaDOgy^ 
rom  the  effects  in  one  case  to  the  probable  effects  in  ano' 
lence  of  the  effect  on  the  particular  case.     The  general  re 
istice  and  efficacy   of  the  punishment  will  not  be  repeated^ 
eferred  to  as  being  conclusive  as  to  all  offences,  and  admitti 
on  that  would  apply  \p  murder,  or  either  of  the  three  other 
urlaws  inflict  it.     If  we  reason  from   analogy,  we  should  say^l 
ument  ever  used  in  favor  ot  death  as  a  punishment  is,  that  theitt 
lie  it  presents  will  deter  from  the  comiiiission   of  the  offence^ 
bandonment  of  it  in  ali  cases  but  these,  you  acknowledge  it  hat 
here.     Analogy,  there^Dre,  woidd  lead  us  to  the  conciusion, 
isejess  in  the  many  cases,  it  would  be  so  in  the  few.   But  it  isjai 
hat  no  analogy  or  any  oth'^rmode  o!    reasoning,  no  theory, 
ible,  ought  to  influence  wjien  contradicted  by  experience.     Yo« 
his  remedy,  and  found  it  effectual.     The  crimes  to  which . 
died   it  are  decreasing  in  number  and   atrocity  under  its  influetii 
t  would  be  imprudent  to  make  any  change,  even  under  the 
prospects  that  the  new  system  would  be  equally- efficient.     LeI.iiaii 
his  test     For  the  first  three  years  alter  the  transfer  of  the  pro 
ras  not  a  single  execution  or  conviction  for  either  of  these  crimes:; 
ourse,    however,  of  the  first  six   years,  four  Indians,   residing 
imits  of  the  State,  made  an  attack  on  some  of  the  settlers,  and 
;iven  up  by  the  tribe,  or  arrested  and  condemned,  and  two  were 
or  murder,  and  one  negro  was  condemned  and  executed  for  i 
nthe  next  six  years  there  were  ten  convictions;  in  the  succeeding 
be  month  of  January,  1822,  fourteen;  so  that  we  find  the  number 
ions  for  the  enumerated  crimes  have  nearly  doubled  in  every 
ears,  in  tiie  face  of  this  ^cient  penalty.     But  the  population  of 
oubles  oiily  once  iq  twenty  years;  Uierefore,  the  increase  of  this 
^sses  in  a  ratio  of  three  to  one  to  that  of  the  population;  and 
ot  for;;et,  in  making  this  calculation,  the  important  and  alarming 
umerous    instances  of   homicide  and  attempts  to  kill  occ^ 
irely  followed  by  prosecution,  and  .more  rarely  still  by  cout 
lean  all  that  class  that  have  their  origin  in  a  mistaken  sense  of 

ouse ,  or  madr  an  tssault  on  the  pt*rK04  then  being*  in  the  house  lawfully.     If  I 
F  the  huuse  w«s  not  Uiere  lawftdly,  the  offender  escapes  dtutkj     What  a  circ 
hJch  to  hang  the  life  of  %  nu.n!     If  the  tenant  has  :«  good  leasr,  the  robber  is  »       ,^ 
an  in-nider,  he  escaoes  death.    Again,  if  tlie  rosber  merts  nobo«ly  in  the  hous^^iu^ 
;n  th'^usa'td  dollars,  !»e  only  sufTent  impris^'nment;  bu;  if  he  sees  a  servant    and  tfrnf 
Bt  a»  ^im,  he  is  han^red,  althoMgh  lie  shouhf  i^t'-al  no*hioj?      If  he  breaks'  in  wkfi6H| 
ons,  nnd  rifles  the  house  of  a!l  its  contenis»he  is  imprisoned  onl}-;  if  he  finds  a/owlm 
[lit  car  ies  it  off  in  his  hand,  he  is  hanged.     Another  specimen  of  the  kwt  which 
ut  presamplion  coald  attempt  to  amend . 
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MKt' only  the  lives  sacrificed  to  th^  tyranny  of  public  opinion  in 
i$l|OSe  less  excusable  and  increasing  cases  of  wounds  and  death  in- 
Vltoement  fdf*  some  injury  offered  to  personal  dignity.  Under  the 
^Dst  stabbing,  I  find  but  three  convictions  up  to  the  year  1822; 
j^  of  rape,  to  the  same  period ;  and,  what  is  somewhat  singular,  not 
i^tence  of  burglary  from  1805  until  1820^  in  which  year,  and  the 
s,  there  were  two  cases,  just  two  years  after  it  was  made  a 
What  are  we  to  conclude  from  this  statement?  First,  I  think, 
lary,  one  of  the  crimes  to  which  capital  punishment  is  annexed, 
experience  (during  wfiich  there  was  not  a  single  conviction, 
'tp  is  known,  not  a  single  indictment,  under  the  law  which  de- 
il^risonment  as  the  penalty)  ought  to  have  convinced  us  that 
iUhpunishment  was  not  necessary,  while  the  two*  convictions  which 
^^eded  the  promulgation  of  that  law  are  strong  testimony  that 
lim^nt  of  death  is  not  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  evil.  As  to  rape, 
Ireroccurrence  is  much  more  properly  to  be  attributed  to  the  man- 
kpge  than  to  any  fear  of  the  punishment  annexed;  for  if  that  were 
uotr  cause,  we  should  certainly  find  it  at  least  as  powerful  in  the  case 
r^i-tf  crime  to  which  the  offender  is  not  stimulated,  as  in  the  former 
the  strongest  sensual  appetite. 

s,  this  is  not  the  strong  hold  of  those  who  argue  in  favor  of  capital 
at.'  Driven  from  every  other  ground,  they  defend  it  as  peculiarly 
fe^tti'the  case  of  murder.,  The  slow  abandonment  of  it  for  other 
ra  proof  of  the  gradual  advance  of  true  principle?,  and  the  perti- 
itb  which  it  is  adhered  to  in  this  shows  the  force  of  early  impres- 
,  inveterate  prejudice,  even  in  the  most  enlightened  minds:  yet  that 
»1iti<fst  in  time  yield  to  the  evidenpe  which  the  practical  results 
tt'e  attended  this  infliction — results  which  show  almost  to  demonstra- 
^tb&rptiblic  exhibition  of  homicide,  directed  by  the  sacred  voice  of 
so^6r  from  repressing,  does  but  encourage  it,  in  private  quarrels. 
[bonly  advocated  on  the  principle  of  vindictive  justice,*  and  can  be^ 
te  regard  to  facts,  on  no  other.  The  murderer  deserves  death. 
heds  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed !  Blood  for  blood! 
5  the  exclamations  that  are  used,  instead  of  argument.  Such  senti- 
imbined  with  the  spectacle  of  legal  revenge  which  they  dictate,  can 
iut  one  effect.  Half  the  odium  and  horror  of  taking  human  lifb  is 
le  example  of  seeing  it  made  a  public  duty,  wHfll  the  motives  are 
which  are  but  too  apt  to  justify  it  in  the  mind  of  an  irritated  indi- 
'ho  magnifies  the  injury  he  has  received,  overlooks  the  provocation 
and  thinks  himself  excusable  in  doing,  to  satisfy  his  passions,  that 
Wic  justice  does  from  the  same  motive,  revenge.  The  sensation  of 
hh  which  we  see  a  human  being  suffering  a  violent  death  would 
be  increased  if  the  hand  of  justice  was  never  employed  in  tJie 
rork;  and  private  vengeance  would  be  checked  by  the  laws  when 
onger  encouraged  it  by  their  example. 

ince  a  conversation  with  an  exalted  magistrate,  a  man  of  high  attainnoients  and 
afily,  on  the'labolilion  of  this  punishment.  He  acceded  to  the  propriety  of  the 
alf  cases  but  murder,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  tlie  ufiender,  and  the 
8 -litary  confinement,  which  was  proposed  to  be  substityited.  But  when  these 
ions  were,  as  I  thought,  satisfactorily  answered,  he  replied  by  one  of  the  excla- 
sd  in  the  text,  and  added,  very  frankly,  **  I  must  confess  that  there  is  some  little 
retqi^eat  tht  bottom  of  my  opinion  on  this  subject."  '  If  all  other  reasoners 
Uy  candid,  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in  eitablisbing  true  doctrines. 
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But  however  this  vindictive  feeling  may  -betKay^  itsdfda^tM 
conversation,  it  is  not  brought  fo ward  in  any  seriooa  argi 
too  universally  exploded.  What,  then,  is  aiid?  Thatitit^ 
"  portioned  to  the  crime;  that,  as  murder  is  the  highest  o£id|:ifii: 
the  greatest  of  all  punishments,  ought  to  be  appUed  tq^rlit^4  ,'31 
it  to  be  so  applied?  To  apportion  the  punishment  to^lbeilifli 
mean  to  make  the  culprit  suffer  the  same,  quantity  of  eyi|»jM^li 
by  his  crime;  that  would  be  both  impossible,  and  unjult^  ilim 
punishment  should  be  such  as  to  deter  from  the  comihiiitiilia(:,Q£' 
but  no  greater.  If,  then,  death  has  not  this  effect,  why  oogbtttt-tb 
But  that  it  has  not  this  effect,  is  shown  by  reasoning^imAJi^i  ~ 
then,  will  you  continue  to  apply  it?  Pressed  by  tfais.inquiri^iwte 
same  eternal  answer — murder  deserves  death;  and  out'of  tbi^ 
soning  can  drive  them.  Sometimes,  indeed,  we  are  asked'$ 
if  we  give  up  this  punishment,  your  substitute  will  prove 
mean  so  effectual  as  to  eradicate  the  crime,  I  answer,  no. 
as  experience  and  analogy  and  reasoning  united,  can  mak,e;]|ie,' 
more  effectual.  What  is  it  we  fear?  Why  do  we  heifitate? 
you  cannot  deny,  that  the  fear  of  the  gallows -"does  not  restrti 
der.  We  have  seen  a  delibfsrate  murder  committed  in  the.  ve/; 
sembled  to  enjoy  the  spectacle  of  a  murderer's  death;  and.  do  ; 
of  its  force  as  an  example?  In  defiance  of  your  menaced  punl 
cide  stalks  abroad,  and  raises  its  bloody  hand  at  noon-day  iii 
cd  streets;  and,  when  arrested  in  its  career,  takes  shelter,  un 
of  your  law'k,  and  is  protected  by  their  very  severity  from 
Try  the  efficacy  of  milder  punishments;  they  have  succeeded 
statutes, all  those  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  prove  that  they  ha 
in  other  offences;  try  the  great  experiment  on  this.  also.  B^ 
restore  capital  punishments  in  other  crimes,  or  abolish  it  in  this. 
that  the  murderers  from  all  quarters  of  the  earth,  seduced  by  the 
your  penal  code,  will  choose  this  as  the  theatre  of  their  exploitis. 
we  have  a  most  persuasive  example.  In  Tuscany,  as  we  have 
murder  nor  any  other  crime  was  punished  with  death  for  more 
years,  during  which  time  we  have  not  only  the  official  declaratf 
sovereign  that  ^*  all  crimes  had  diminished,  and  those  of  an  i^ 
ture  had  become^tremely  rare,*'  but  the  authority  of  the  venJE 
lin  for  these  c on CTUsive  facts — that  in  Tuscany,  where  murder 
nished  with  death,  only  five  had  been  committed  in  twenty  years, 
Rome,  where  that  punishment  is  inflicted  with  great  pomp  aqd  p;|f 
TY  MUBDERS  were  committed  in  the  short  space  of  three  montt^ J 
and  its  vicinity.^  <'It  is  remarkable  (he  adds  to  this  account 
manners,  principles,  and  religion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tus(5a 
Rome  arc  exactly  the  same.  The  abolition  of  death  alone,  ai 
ment  for  murder,  produced  this  difference  in  the  moral  character* 
nations.''  From  this  it  would  appear  rather  that  the  murderers 
were  invited  by  the  severe  punishments  iii  the  neighboring 

•  If  ever  any  philosophy  aeserved  the  cpilbcts  of  useful  and  practical^  it  w«? 
nanklin.     His  opinions  must  have  weight,  not  only  from  hi$  character   but 
jjlc  intelligible  reasoning  by  which  they  are  supported.     What  says  thia  *venL-- 
'  proacbable  witness  in  ibc  cause  of  humanit*',  which  we  are  now  pleading?     «Mf 
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dbat'th^seoftRome  were  attracted  into  Tuscany  by  tlieir  abbli- 

^iwrnothing'toapprehencf,  then,  from  this  measure;  and  »jf  any 

Id  foUoWrthe  experiment,' it  is  but  too  easy  to  return   to  the 

rminatidn.' 

Htf^Viiiht — the  ferocious  character  impressed  on  the  people  by  thi.^ 

' '   "'^'  *nsisted  On  in  the  first  report,  has  been  so  strongly  illustrated 

tt  event  in  Pennsylvania,  that  I  cannot  omit  stating  it.     After 

of  Lechler  had  gratified  the  people  about  York  and  Lancaster 

acle  of  his  death,  and  prodlic'ed  its  proper  complement  of  homi- 

^crimes,  a  poor  wretch  was  condemned  to  suffer  the  same  fate, 

ffence,  in  another  part  of  the  State,  where  the  people  had  not 

Iged  with  sttch  a  spectacle.     They  also  collected  by  thoui^andt^ 

£ve,  with  a  late  commentator  on  this  text*  of  scripture,  tliat  it  is  rather  a 

Inw.     The  langtKige  of  it  is  simply,  that  such  is  the  fo  Jy  and  depravity  ot 

,  in  every  age,  shaU  beget  murder.     Laws,  therefore,  which  inflict  death 

n  my  opinion,  as  unchristian  as  those  which  justify  or  tolerate  revcng-e;  Tor 

Christianity  upon  individuals,  to  promote  repentance,  to  forgive  injuries 

the  duties  of  universal  benevolence,  are  equally  binding  upon  States.*' 

^ishail  not  offend  any  one  by  taking  the  liberty  to  put  my  own  construction  on 

^  p;*«i«age,  and  to  inquire  why  it  should  be  deemed   a  precept  at  allt     To  nie, 

it  appears  (o  cont:iin  nothing  |jiorc  than  a  declaration  of  what  will  generally 

'ihi:<  view  to  stand  exactly  upon  the  same  groun^  wi»h  such  passages  as  the 

ithat'  leadeih  into  captivity,  shall  go  into  captivity' — 'He  that  taketh  up  llie 

I  hjf  the  swocd-'     The  form  of  expression  is  precisely  the  same  in  both  texts. 

CKeni  n^y  they  not  all  be  interpreted  in  the  same  manner,  and  considered,  not  asccm- 

^  baXwdeV);mciations^  and  if  so,  the  magistrate  will  no  more  be.  bound  by  the  text  ir 

^^^,sh  ftiuVderwi'h  death,  than  he  will  by  the  Text  in  the  Revclui'rons  to  sell  every 

e^%^^|^aui[  Jta  Oui" West  India  planters. "—  iifer .  W,  Turner, 

^Sci^ferjjvjrftmrcbcllion  against  Ibis  prciogative  when  tijey   _        

I    ^^'^ftbofc'yKfewi  b,e  secured  from  violence  by  confining  the  murderer,  so  as  to  prevent  a  re- 
^p$^irtiCi^i3k:en^eiXht  end  of  extirpation  will  be  answered.     In  confinepent  he  may  be 
"f|jl^|f4llhisisli9uld  prove  iropraciicable,  he  may  be  restrained  lor  a  term  of  year* 


j^^|!|r0^r  human  life  is  the  soje  prerogative  of  him  wiio  gave  it.     Human  Uws, 
SiM-emrcbcllion  airainst  Ibis  prciojrative  when  they  transfer  it  to  human  hands. 


iU*iir9b«b?y  be  coeval  with  Jiis  life. 
[iW-#U  a  tim 
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e  when  the  punishment  of  captives  with  death  or  servitude,  and  the 
ie^estruction  of  peaceable  husbandmen,  women,  and  children,  were  thcugiii 
JAl>to  the  success  of  war,  and  the  safety  of  States.     But  experience  has  taught  u^ 
the  case;  and  in  proportion -ashufnanity  has  triumphed  over  these  maxims  ol 
yf^s  have  been  less  frequent  and  terrible,  .and  nations  hav'fe  enjoyed  longei 
\ernal  tranquilhty.     The  virtues  are  all|parts  of  a  circle.     Whatever  is  humane, 
IreVer  ts  wise,  is  just;  and  whatever  is  wise,  just,  and  humane,  will  be  found  tc 
>rcst  of  Slates,  whether  cri.minal3  cr  foreign  enemies  arc  the  subject  of  ihci: 

r '    ♦ .  .  .  ' 

Kill      ' 

S'^onor  of  humanity  it  can  be  said,  that,  in  every  age  and  country,  there  hive 
persons  in  whom  uncorrupted  nature  has  triump1»ed  over  cujitom  and  Uw.  Else, 
heai^  of  hckisei  being  abandoned  near  to  places  of  public  execution?  Why  do  wr 
1  window's  shut  on  the  days  apd  hours  of  criminal  execlutions.^  Wiiy.do  we  heai 
ecretly  afforded  to  criminaU  to  mitigate  or  elude  the  severity  of  their  ptjuisU- 
is  the  public  executioner  of  the  J^w  a  subject  of  such  general  detestation! 
'are  latent  struggles  of  reason,  or,  rather,  the  secret  voice  of  Gcd  himstlf, 
5tliiehuhiart  heart,  against  the  folly  and  cruelty  of  pubhc  punishments, 
conclude  ttiis  inquiiy  by  obsei-ving  nhat  the  same  false  religion  and  pbilosoph) 
j-Jtindfcd  the  fire  on  the  altar  of  persecution,  now  dooms  the  criminal  to  public 
iindiiieath.  In  proportion  as  the  principles  of  philosophy  and  Christiantty  art 
^,  they  will  agree  in  erxtinguishiiig  the   one,  and  destroying  the  other.     If  these 


rs 


l^coiitirttT'e  to  eitfcrid  thcif  influence  upon  government,  as  they  have  done  for  some 
,*i  cafjhot  help  fclitenaining  a  hope,  that  the  time  is  not  very  distant,  when  the  gal 
"^Woty,  tlife  stocks;  the  whip^ing.post,  and  the  wheelbarrow,  (the  usual  engines  o: 
ish\[dent;)  will  b%  ddhn^ctcd  with  the  history  of  the  rack  and  the  stake,  as  marki 
>Unty  of  agcs^hd  coutifries.  and  as  melancholy  proofs  of  the  feeble^  operation  ol 
^relifecin'on  the  Im'itoaii'mihd."— /n^uiV^VP*^  Public  PMahmmts. 
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and  tens  of  thousands.  The  victim  was ^ brought .>o«i::|^^j|i 
living  mass  that  surrounded  the  gibbet  were  fiked:  on  j^j^i 
they  waited  with  strong  desire  the  expected  siguai  Afl* 
eternity.  There  ^vas  a  delay.  They  grew  ixiipatiieilti  ^J|^ 
and  they  were  outrageous;  cries  like  those  wWch  preiRe^'^ 
of  the  curtain  in  a  theatre  were  heard.  Impatient  foribfi 
pected  in  seemg  a  fellow-creature  die,  they  raised  a 
when  it  was  at  last  announced  that  a*  reprieve  had  left  tIu|^|(|Ph% 
nessing  his  agonies,  their  fury  knew  no  bounds;  and  ^he 
was  discovered  that  he  was  insane,  was:  with  difficulty  $ 
ficers  of* justice  from  the  fate  which  the  most  violent  jft 
determined  to  inflict.*  This  is  not  an  overcharged  pi^itprj^ 
feeling  has  been  more  than  once  exhibited  in  different 
and  will  always  be  produced  by  public  executions,  unlei^ti 
the  equally  dangerous  feeling  of  admiration  and  inter^^ 
Which  of  the  two  is  to  prevail,  depends  on  circumstances  t 
power  of  the  lawgiver  or  the  judge  to  foresee  or  control;  b 
gence  of  either  feeling,  every  good  end  of  punishment  is,;j 
I  cannot,  I  ought  not,  to  dismiss  this  subject  without oneiQ 
on  the  most  serious  consideration  oi^ the  Legislature- an, ar^ 
every  new  vitew  of  it  convinces  me  is  important,  and,  ift>'«f 
voice  of  conscience,  conclusive— the  irremediable  nature  of  tbj 
Until  men  acquire  new  faculties,  and  are  enabled  to  decide 
or  guilt  without  the  aid  of  iallible^and  corruptible  human  e 
will  the  'risk  be  incurred  of  condemning  the  innpcenU  We 
quence  felt  as  deeply , as  it  ought  to  be,  would  there  be  an  a^Vi 
punishment,  which,  applied  in  such  cs^e^  has  all.  jtJbe  eoi| 
most  aitrocibus  murder  to  the  innocent  sufferers— worse  tJian  thk 
derer?  He  stabs,  or  strikes,  or  poisons,  and  the  victim' dies:?  ^ 
conscious  of  i he  blow — without  being  made  a  spectacle  to  sati/tf* 
curiosity,  and  without  the  torture  of  leaving  his  dearest,  friends h 
his  innocerlce,  or  seeing  them  abandon  him^ader  the  conviction^' 
he  dies,  and  his  death  is' like  one  of  those  inevitable  chances ^^ 
mortals  are  subject:  his  family  are  distressed,  but  not  dishonor/ 
is  lamented  by  his  friends,  and,  if  his  life  deserved  it,  honor- 
try.  But  the  death  inflicted^by  the  laws,  .the  murder  of  Uie  inn 
its  holy  forms,  has  no  such  mitigating  circumstances.  S|pwi/i  ' 
uncertain  in  its  stroke,  its  victim  feels  not  only  the  sicknessof^ 
arises  from  the  alternationvof  hope  and  fear,  until  his  doom  ts> 
but,  when  that  becomes  inevitable,  alone,  the  tenant  of  a  dun 
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•  This  tiisffraceful  scene  took  place  at. Orwigsbui^h.  The  wretched  ro,  ,, 
Fkear  8iifferin(i^  wa9  naroeci  Zimmerman.      I  Itave  the  dpUi^  from  a  crentlei 
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two  and  even  three  days  are  employed  in  the  merry-msUcing^  mgch  after  the  i 
iaibrmer  times."  / 

^Thc  temleijcy  of  public  executions  at  times  to  elevate  the  sufferer  to  the  ^ifom 
ship,  and  ftse  the  dettstrition  due  to  his  crime  in  admiration  for  the  piety  oiT  tht^^ 
vert,  is  not  confined  to  the  United  States.  The  sccjie  described  iu  the  first  rer 
execution  of  the  mail  robbers  at  Baltimore,  has  been  represented  in  other  colli 
note  to  that  part  of  the  report  in  a  German  translation  says,  •«  One  would  tl 
author  w,as  an  eye-witness  to  the  execution  of  the  murderer  Jonas  in  this  ph 
\b  the  iceae  described  .*• 
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^ery  nllBment  that  the  cruel  lenity  of  the  law  prolongs  his  life,  he  is  made 
^  ifl  those  anticipations,  worse  than  a  thousand  deaths.  The  Gonscious-> 
nee,  that  which  is  our  support  under  other  miseries,  is  here 
a  source  of  bitter  anguish,  when  it  is  found  to  be  no  protec- 
07  and  death;  and  when  the  ties  which  connected  him  to  his 
friends,  his  family,  are  torn  asundef,  no  consoling  reflection 
^isery  of  that  moment.  He  leaves  unmerited  infamy  to  his 
e  stamped  with  dishonor  to  their  surviving  parent,  and  bows 
heads  of  his  own  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  As  he  walks 
n,  he  sees  the  thousands  who  have  come  to  gaze  on  his  last 
nts  the  fatal  tree,  and  a  life  of  innocence  is  closed  by  a  de$ith 
This  is  no  picture  of  the  imagination:  would  to  God  it  wereJ 
,  that  if  death  must  be  inflicted,  some  sure  means  might  be 
'making  it  fall  upon  the  guilty.  These  things  have  happened 
■murders  have  been  committed;  and  who  Were  the  primary 
crime?  Who  authorized  a  punishment,  which,  once  inflicted^ 
be  remitted  to  the  innocent?  Who  tied  the  cord,  or  let  fall  the 
guiltless  head?  Not  the  executioner,  the  vile  instrument  who 
the  work  of  death;  not  the  jury  who  convict,  or  the  judge  who 
liot  the  law  which  sanctions  these  errors;  but  the  legislators 
e  law^-those  who,  having  the  power,  did  not  repeal  it  These 
ns  responsible  to  their  country,  their  consciences,  and  their 
biese  horrors  not  only  have  happened,  but  they  must  be  repeated: 
tatises  will  produce  the  same  efiects.  The  innocent  have  suffered 
of  the  guilty;  the  innocent  will  suffer.  We  know  it;  the  hor- 
b  stares  us  in  the  face.  We  dare  not  deny,  and  cannot  evade  it. 
Il^'^w^rd;' White  it  saves  the  innocent,  will  secure  the  punishment  of  the  guil- 
^;  l|&d  shflAl  We  hesitate  to  pronounce  it?  Shall  we  content  ourselves  with 
oufr  dwn  iio^^ed  exemption  from  this  fate,  and  shut  our  ears  to  the  cries  o^ 
^iliti^e  adU  Iftimanity?  Shall  "sensibility  (as  has  been  finely  observed) 
^^ej^in  the  Up  of  luxury,"*  and  not  awa^e  at  the  voice  of  wretchedness? 
*"  _  f  this  pbint  with  more  earnestness,  because  I  have  witnessed  more  than 
^tid^innation  under  false  constructions  of  law^or  perjured  or  mistaken 
"^  riy — sentences  that  would  now  have  been  reversed  if  the  unfortu- 
terers  were  within  the  reach  of  mercy.  I  have  seen,  in  the  gloom 
"ce  of  the  dungeon,  the  deep  concentrated  expression  of  indignation 
iitended  with  grief;  have  heard  the  earnest  asseverations  of  inno- 
ade  ill  tones  which  no,  art  could  imitate;  and  listened  with  awe  to 
ful  adjuration,  poured  forth  by  one  of  these  victims  with  an  ener- 
emnity  that  seemed  superhuman,  summoning  his  false  accuser  and 
en  judge  to  meet  him  before  the  throne  of  God.  Such  an  appeal 
igh  tribunal  which  never  errs,  and  before  which  he  who  made  it  was 
hours  to  appear,- was  calculated  to  create  a  belief  of  his  innocence: 
ef  was  changed  into  certainty;  the  perjury  of  the  witness  was 
d,  and  he  fled  from  the  infamy  that  awaited  him;  but  it  was  too 
any  other  effect  than  to  add  one .  more  example  to  the  many  that 
i  it,  of  the  danger,  and,  I  may  add,  impiety  of  using  this  attribute 
divine  power,  without  the  infallibility  that  can  alone  properly  direct 
lis  objection  alone,  did  none  of  the  other  cogent  reasons  against  capi^ 
mishment  exist,  this  alone  would  make  me  hail  the  decree  for  its  aboli- 
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lion  as  an  event  so  honorable  to  n^]^  cow 
tA  to  be  cheaply  pUfcfcasi^ii  fey 't^ 

I  cihnot  qtiit this  part  of  tlie  subfect.  V 
Assem bly  the  opinion  of  one  whose  au mQn& ^ould 
even  more  hazarddas  mat  tnis,  out  whose  argument* 


ose 
thi 


name  is  respectable,     llfey.  are  not  the  sODunpaSs^c 
which  IS  used  to  cbver  tne  ignorance  of  the  day  woi 
of  a  man  whose  whole  life. wsf^Sji^ntin^^^t^^^ 
df  the  highest  migi^ti*i£&5\  w|^^     i|^2^mei^^ 


"  Who  woiild  believe  that«  a  firat  impression  mav. 
qufestion  of  life  and  death?     Afi^talinass  ofxif^unj^^ 
fate  had  cdllected  them  tokether  for  the  ruin,  of  An  i^€ 
qrowd  of  mbte  lyithesses,  (and  from  that  character  o^rn^ 
against  itmocence:  they  jp^rejuiiice  the  Judge,  his  ii^dis^%^ 
2eal  contributes  to  seduce  himVlosine  the  character  oi^,th( 
the  accuser,  he  looks  only  to  that  vyhich*  is  evidence,  jofffuiy;, 
to  his  own  reasonings  the  man  wnpin  he  woqld  hay§.ffiY^».lf 
only  to  the  proofs  of  the  lawr^  Ah  unforeseen  event  sometiineflf 
nocence  has  sunk  under  the  weight  of  conjectures,  and  falsifi^  tl|$ 
which  circumstances  had  indViced  the  magistrate  to  draw.     Tni " 
i^eil  with  which  probability  had  enveloped  her;butsheappeib8to 
blood  of  the  innocent  cries  aloud  for  vengeance  against  the  prej 
judge;  and  the  magistrate  passes  the  rest  of  his  life  in  deploring  a 
which  his  repentance  cannot  repair.'^* 

The  earnestness  for  this  reform  is  sometimes  reproached  to  its 
as  proceeding  from  a  childish  fear,  that  magnifies  the  apprehenciii 
which  we  know  is  appointed  to  us  all.     Not  so.   The  value  c^ 
overrated  in  the  argument.     There  are  occasions  in  which  the 
must  be  incurred;  in  which  the  certainty  of  death  must  be  enc<^ 
firmness  and  dbmposure.     These  occasions  are  presented  by  pai 
fence  of  our  country  and  our  country's  rights;  by  benevolence  ill 
another  from  danger;  by  religion,  whenever  persecution  offers 
crown  to  the  faithful  rand  it  is  not  knownor  believed  that  those 
to  abolish  death  as  a  punishment,  either  fear  it  as  a  natural  event 
encounter  when  required  by  duty,  more  than  those  who  think  it 
retained.     He  who  preserved  the  life  of  a  Koman  citzen  was 
more  honorable  recompense  than  the  daring  soldier  who  ven 
by  first  mounting  the  breach.     The  civic  was  preferred  to  the  mil 
The  Romans,  during  the  best  period  of  their  history,  reduced  this 
practice.     "  Far,'*  said  their  great  orator,  endeavoring  in  a  co 
restore  the  ancient  feeling  on  the  subject,  '<  far  from  us  be  the 
of  death,  its  ministers,  its  instruments.     Remove  »them,   not 
their  actual  operation  on  our  bodies,  but  banish  them   from  ouir 
ears,  our  thoughts;  for  not  only  the  execution,  but  the  apprehi 
existence,  the  very  mention  of  these  things  is  disgraceful  to  a  f 
a  Roman  citizen. ''t    Yet  the  Romans  were  not  very  remark|| 

*D'A^e8seau,  16  Mercuriale. 

f  Carnifez  et  abductio  capitis,  et  nomen  ipsum  crucis  absit,  non  modo  a 
Romanorum,  sed  etiain  a  cogfitatione,  oculis,  auribus;  hartim  enim  omtiiuro 
lum  eventus  atqueperpcssio,  sed  etiam  conditio,  ezpectatio,  mentio  ipia 
gIto  romano,  atque  hoxniiie  libero,  est.     Cicero  pn  Ralnruh 
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COMMENCE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  THE  UNlllSD  STATEfti 


LETTER 


YBOX 


m 


i  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

/ 

statements  respecting  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  0 
the  United  States,  ^c.  ^. 


Printed  by  Older  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


TRBiJURT  DEPARTMSRTy 

.    ^pril  29j  1831. 

'  3ih:  Jo  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  10th  of  February,  1^20,  entitled 
^'  An  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  containing  the  Several  statements  required 
respecting  the  commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  £> 
c^ini  countries' in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1930. 

To  these  are  added,  as  heretofore,  certain  statements  respectuigi^the  tpn< 
nage  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  of  DecemlWj 

Various  other  statements,  prepared  and  transmitted  in  compliance  with  i 
x^esolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  86th  of  May,  1830,  arc 
slflo  added. 

This  report  is  sent  to  you  agreeably  lo  my  letter  to  the  President  oi 
tl)e  Senate  of  the  1st  of  March  last 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 

™Altxb  Lowris,  Esq.  • 

V     Secretary  qf  the  Senate  U.  S. 
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TrBASURF   DEFARTMENTy 

Register's  Office^  April  2%thj  1831. 


Sir:  In  confortfiity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th 
}  February,  1820,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ents  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
nnsrait  herewith  the  following  statements  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
Dn  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep^ 
imber,  1830,  viz:  • 

o.     1.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  the  1st  of  October,  1829, 
to  the  30th  September,  1830; 
o.    2.  A  summary  statement  of  the  sartie; 
o.     3.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  foreign  merchant 

disc  exported; 
b.    4.  A  summary  statement  of  the  same; 
o.    5.  A  general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  domestic  produce 

and  manufacture  exported; 
b.     6.  A  summary  statement  of  the  same; 
o.    7.  A  general  statement  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage  entered  into 

t)ie  United  States; 
b.    S»  A  general  statement  of  American  an  J  foreign  tonnage  departed 

irom  the  United  States; 
0.     9.  A  statistical  view  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 

States^ 
o.  10.  A  statement  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  each  State  and 

Territory;  and 
o.  11.   A  statement  of  the  American  and  foreign  tonnage  entered  into, 

and  departing  fi-om,  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States. 
The  imports  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1830,  have 
noimted  to  ^^70,876,920;  of  which  amount,  866,035,739  v^rere  imported 
Americai^ Vessels,  and  S4,S41,1S1  in  foreign  vessels. 
The  etports  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1830, 
Lve  amounted  to  873,849,508;  of  which,  §59,462,029  were  of  domestic, 
id  S14,387,479  of  foreign  articles:  of  the  domestuj  articles,  §51,106,189 
ere  exported  in  American  vessels,  and  588,355,840  in  foreign  vessels;  of 
c  foreign  articles,  512,776,529  were  exported  in  American  vessels,  and 
1,610,950  ill  foreign  vessels:  967,227  tons  of  American  shipping  entered, 
d  971,760  cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States;  131,900  tons  of 
reign-shipping  entered,  and  133,436  tons  cleared,  during  the  same  period.' 
1  iiave  also  the   honor  to  transmit  the  annual  statements  of  the  distri^rt 
nnnge  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December, 
;29,  (No.  12  and  13.) 

•'*"'  Tons.    95ths. 

he  registered  tonnage,  as  corrected  at  thib  office,  for  the 

3 1st  December,  1829,  is  stated  at^               -  -  -     650,142  SS 

iie  enrolled  aTul  licensed  tof^nage 'at               .  -  -     508,858  10 

nd  the  fishing  vessels  at      J            .         ,.   ^  _       .  ^     100  796^8 


1,260,797  81 


V 


> 


3  [76  1 

r 

If  the  fegistered  tonnage,  amounting,  as  before  stated,  at     -    650,142  88 
^here  were  employed  in  the  whale  fishery    -  -  -      57,284  38 

Connected  with  No.  12  is  a  general  statement  (marked  A,)  exhibiting  a 
Dmparisonof  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  on  the  3 1st  December,  1828, 
rith  that  on  the  31st  December,  1829. 
!*he  total  tonnage  of  shipping  built  in  the  United  States  in  ' 

the  year  1829,  was  registered        -         .  -  -  -      28,876  74 

>o.  do.  enrolled  .  ..  .  «      48,221  86 


Total,         -  -  -.       77,098  65 

No.  14  is  a  comparative  view  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  registered 
nd  enrolled  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  from  1815  to  1829,  inclusive. 

The  tonnage  on  which  duties  were  collected  during  the  year  1829,  amountSr 
d  as  follows: 

rhe  registered  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  pay- 
ing duty  on  each  voyage,  -  -  .  .  .    350,431  ^ 
?he  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  paying  an  annual  duty;  also,  the  registered 
tonnage  employed  in  the  Same  trade,  paying  duty  on  each 
entry,        .......     748,750  32 

Wishing  vessels,  the  same,      ...  .  -     131,099  flO 

)utie8  were  also  paid  on  tonnage  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  not  register- 
ed, .-..-.  ^         1,752  85 

Total  amount  on  which  duties  were  collected,        -  1,732,034  43 

Permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  statements,  (marked  A  to  I,) 
repared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
be  26th  May,  1830,  viz: 

L.  Statement  of  the  number  of  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  whicli 
were  built,  registered,  enrolled,  and  licensed,  in  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory, in  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1829. 

3.  Statement  of  the  number  of  vessels,  and  the  seamen  usually  employed 
in  navigating  the  same,  which  belonged  to  each  State  and  Territory  on 
the  31st  December,  1829. 

6.  Statement  of  the  number  of  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and  the 
number  of  seamen  employed  in  navigating  the  same,  (including  their 
repeated  voyages,)  which  have  entered  into  and  depai^ted  frohi  each 
State  and  Territory,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1830. 

^'  Statement  of  the  moneys  received  under  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,'^  in  each  State  and  Territory,  during  the  same 
period. 

'•  Statement  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  ea(^  State  and  Territory  lost  at 
sea  in  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1829. 

[  •  Statement  of  vessels  sold  in  foreign  countries  in  that  year. 

^*  Statement  of  vessels  destroyed  or  condeoi^ed  as  Bot  seaworthy  diinog 
the  same  year. 
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QUANTITY  AND  VALUE  OP  MERCHANDISE  PAYING  SPECIFIC  DUTIES. 
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above  tw6 

quarts. 

00 

i             II                 1    1    1   1 

Not  above 
one  quart. 

iH        0»CI              Oi^       Ok 

Eh 

< 

1 

Apothecaries'  vials. 

• 

> 

• 

o 
Q 

1,788 
97 

Above  6 
oz.  and  not 
above  8  oz. 

Groca. 

1                  III               '^           1     • 

Jj'ot  above 

6  oz.  and 

less. 

•           III                   II 
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c 

B 

• 

* 
* 

) 
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r 
4 

• 



0 

Russia     •            .            •            . 
Pf-wsuia 
f  Swc'len  and  Norway 
Swedish  West  Indies 
Denmark 

Danish  West  Indies 
Netherlands 
Dutch  Wast  Indies,  &c. 
Dutch  East  Indies 
England  -            .            .            . 
Scotland 

Ireland    -            -            •            . 
Gibraltar 

■ 

1 

. 

- 
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QUANTITY  AND  VALUE  OP  MERCHANDISE  PAYING  SPECIFIC  DUTlKS. 

J 

• 

s 

■§ 

o 
P 

• 

1 

Dollars. 

O 

• 

o 
S5 

• 

W       CO  w           «o 

»H          O  CO 
r^  CO 

CO 

BotUes. 

• 

9 
9 

> 

Dollars. 

10 

30 

329 
2,881 

21,975 

5,380 

4 

353 

OP  IMPORTS— Continued. 

Exceeding 

2  quarts  and 

not  above  1 

gallon. 

• 

u 

O 

• 

1                      III                      ill 

Exceeding 

one  and  not 

above  tw6 

quarts. 

00 

1            1        1  '^            1    1   1   1 

Not  above 
one  quart. 

-STATEMENT  ( 

Apothecaries'  vials. 
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00  1^ 

00  o% 
1             III             .•If 

Above  6 
oz.  and  not 
above  8  oz. 
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less. 
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SUMMARY   STATEMENT 

or  TBX 

QUANTITY  AND  VALUE 

ov 

4)ODS,  WABES,  AND  MERCIIANDISE, 

XXPORTBB   IVTO  TSl 

AMERICAN  AND  FOREIGN  VESSELS, 

NCINOONTHE  7IR8T   DAY   OF   OCTOBER,  1829,  AND   ENDING  ON  TBB 
THIRTIETH    DAY   OF   SEPTEMBER,    1830. 
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No.  2. 

SUMM^iRT  STATEMENT  of  the  qxiantUy  and  value  of  ^ 
tvaresj  and  merchartdise^  ithported  into  the  United  States,  in  Am 
and  foreign  vessels^  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  October ^  182! 
ending  on  the  30  th  day  of  Sept  ember  y  1830. 


SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


▼ALU!  or  KIRCH AHpT SB  rBBX  OF  ^gTtT, 

Articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 

*Brticle»  apedally  imported  for  philoaophieat  sode* 

ties,  &c. 
Philosophical  apparatus,  instrumeifts,  Stc. 
Books,  maps,  and  charts 
Painting  and  drawings 
Medals  and  collections  of  antiquity    - 
Anatomical  preparations   ... 
Antimon),  re^ulus  of        . 
Lapis  calaminaris,  teutenegue,  spelter,  or  zinc 
Burr  stones,  unwrought    > 
Brimstone  and  sulphur      ... 
Cork  tree,  bark  of  -  -  . 

Clay,  unwrouglit  ... 

Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth  •  «  . 

Furs  of  all  kinds    •  ^         - 
Hides  and  skins,  raw  ... 

Plaster  of  Paris     .... 
Specimens  of  botany,  natural  history,  &  mineralogy 
Models  of  inventions  and  machineVy 
Barilla        ..... 
Wood,  dye  .... 

.  unmanufactured  mahogany 
Animals  for  breed  -  -  .  . 

Pewter,  old  .... 

Tin  in  pigs  and  bars  ... 

Brass  in  pigs  and  bars       -  .  . 

old  -  »  •  .  • 

Copper  in  pigs  and  bars    • 

in  pUtes,  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships 
for  the  use  of  the  mint 
old,  fit  only  to  be  remanufactured 
Bullion,  gold 
silver 
Specie,  gold 
silver 
All  other  free  articles 


ToUl  dollars  * 


In  American 
•  vessels. 


$  430 


9,830 

17,090 

322 

95 

274 

6,745 

It,  560 

16,317 

17,240 

2,538 

8,302 

68,739 

303,151 

2,369,051 

125,606 

5,828 

538, 

64,397 

268,666 

236,027 

22,986 

815 

94,421 

29,615 

3,344 

402,665 

271,155 

14,435 

82,994 

115,077 

1 ,047 ,793 

692,617 

5,992.853 

8,294 


12,302,810 


In  foreign 
vessels. 


2,531 


746 

3,922 

2,631 

40,799 

290 

359 

1,825 

10.745  I 

50,798 

165 

6,920 


538 
12,630 

419 

190 

1,550 

13,262 

292,623 

493 


T( 


443,435 


3 

2,4 

1 


2 
2 


n 

40 

2S 

1 

8 

11 

1,04 

70 

6.38 


12,74 
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No.  2— SUMMARY  STATEMENT— eontinued. 


PECIES  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


*  XIBCHAHDISB    8VBJECT   TO   SUTIS8   AD 
VALORSM. 

Manufactures  of 

of  which  wool  is  a  component  material — 

Deeding  50  cents  per  square  yard 

ling  50  and  not  exceeding  100  cts.  per  do. 


100 
250 
400 


do 
do 


250 

400 


do 
do 


ts         -  -  -  -     .       . 

'i  gloyes,  mits,  &c.       .  ^  . 

sines    ..... 
d  stuff  goods    -  -  -  . 

er  manufactures  of        . 
Printed  or  colored 

White.  -  -  -  . 

H'tsiery,  gloves,  mits,  and  bindings 
Twist,  yam,  and  thread 
Nankeens         .... 
AJl  other  manufactures  of         - 
Mid  plaids — Of  wool,  or  wool  and  cotton 

or  silk 
Of  cotton  or  cotton  and  silk 
>m  India,  piece  goods  ... 

Do  other  manufactures    - 

•m  other  places,  piece  goods     - 

Do  other  manufactures    - 

'  thread,  silk,  or  cotton 
jkch     -  -  -  -  - 

len,  bleached  andt  unbleached  > 
lecks  and  stripes  ... 

her  manufactures  of      . 
rickleiiburgs,  osnaburgs,  and  burlaps    - 
Iheeting,  brown  ... 

Do        white  .  ^  • 

Ul  other  manufactures  of . 

ready  made  .... 
\y  and  bonnets — Leghorn,  straw,  chip,  Sec. 
Fur,  wool,  leather,  or  silk 
ron  and  steel  wire — 
arms  and  fire  arms,  other  than  muskets 
d  rifles  _  -  .  - 

iring  knives,  axes,  adzes,  and  socket  chi- 

Is 

le  bits  of  every  description 

lyards,  scale  beams,  and  vices  . 

ing  knives,    scythes,    sickles,    reaping 

)oks,  spades,  and  shovels 

ws  weighing  24  pounds  or  upwards 

d  screws  -  - 

a:  articles  not  specified  .  -  • 

-Vessels  of        - 

AU  othei*  manufactures  of         -  - 


In  American 
vessels. 


i«^ 


$  441 

1,060 

1,228 

75 

.   6 

568 

130 

3J 

i,?n 

306 
3,896 
2,212 
305 
142 
219 
217 

53 
1 

1,366 

31 

2,812 

1,531 

811 

6 

2.003 

31 

281 

109 

208 

41 

39 

41 

126 

44 


3i 


172 
541 
996 
214 
015 
640 
577 
887 
436 
210 
179 
900 
433 
589 
363 
121 

916 
200 
886 
224 
119 
004 
534 
026 
796 
252 
526 
175 
7o5 
085 
546 
996 
167 
493 


In  foreign 
vessels. 


Total. 


170,076 

27,630 
62,138 
27,361 

85 ,521 

66,253 

2,709.971 

744 

14,746 


11,571 

23,274 

7,064 

492 

25,404 
2,876 

26,109 

13.096 

460,496 

274,904 

82,021 

30,196 

8,870 

12,254 


1.092 
206 

12 .799 
19,772 
13,463 

481,257 

11,473 

201 ,976 

454,490 

417 

4,793 

626 

4,511 


9,07y 

1,377 

133 

3,538 

9,483 

17 

564 

199,007 

491 

452 


452,743 

1,08^,815 

1.236,060 

75,706 

6,015 

594,044 

133 ,453 

33,887 

1,397,545 

319,306 

4,356,675 

2,487,804 

387,454 

172,785 

228 ,533 

229,375 

.  53 .916 

2,292 

1,367,092 

31 ,224 

2,824,918 

1,550,776 

824,997 

3 ,026 

2,485,053 

42,725 

483.502 

563,665 

209,152 

41 ,085 

133,103 

46,789 

326,793 

49,004 


179,153 

29 ,007 
62,271 
30,899 

95,004 

17 

66,817 

2,908,978 

1 ,235 

15,198 


14 
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No.  2— SUMMARY  STATEMENT— Continued 


SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


VALUK    OF    MBBCHAlfSISE    SUBJECT   TO    SOTIES   AO 

VALORIX. 

Manufadurea  of 

Gold  and  silver — Lace   .  «  .  . 

Watches  snd  parts  thereof 
/  Articles  composed  of,  &c. 

Wares — Glass,  not  subject  to  specifio  duties 

Chin*  or  porcelain         .  -  • 

Eartaen  and  stone         -  •  -^ 

Japaoned  .... 

PUted  -  -  -  -  - 

f  Gilt       -  -  .  -  - 

Brass     ------ 

Tia -; 

Pewter  and  lead,  except  shot     .  .  I 

W^>od,  including  cabinet  wares  ... 
Leather,  including  saddles,  bridles,  and  harness  - 
Plated  saddlery,  coach  and  harness  furniture 
Marble  and  manufactures  of        - 
Square  wire  used  for  umbrella  stretchers 
Cyphering  slates  .  .  ,  - 

Prepared  quills  .... 

Black  lead  pencils^         -  .  -  . 

Paper  hangings  _  .  _  . 

Brushes  uf  all  icinds  .... 
Hair  seating  ..... 
Bolting  cloths    .  -  -  .  . 

Copp'^r  bottom's,  cut  round,  raised  to  the  edge  - 
Qiucksilver        -  .  -  .  . 

Brass,  in  plates  -  -  .  .  - 

Tin,  in  plates     .  -  .  .  - 

Crude  saltpetre  -  .  .  .  - 

Opium  --.-.. 
Untnanufaeiured—RaLW  silk        -  .  . 

Articles  not  specially  en^imerated  subject  to  a  duty 

of  12}  percent. 


In  American 
vessels. 


15 

20 

25 

30 

33J 

35 

40 

45 

50 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Total  dollars 


In  foreign 
vessels. 


Totil 


21,600 

269,799 

'59,864 

82,235 

88,582 

938.427 

36,233 

95,203 

60,771 

310,731 

4,989 

24,241 

99 ,347 

496.471 

47,872 

13,897 

5,550 

10,193 

13,838 

3,321 

59,187 

8,973 

25,272 

39,158 

3,609 

314,167 

10,608 

279,638 

32,214 

139,596 

119,074 

876,020 

2 ,399 ,465 

102,409 

73 ,742 

356,428 

90 

1,024 

14 

805 

1,859 


32,625,909 


1,591 
43,125 

5,162 
37,690 

2,001 
230,050 

'       22 

14 

18,985 

1,259 

168 

12,700 

3,452 

520 

1,333 

2,043 

1,529 

337 

389 

60 


111,262 


7,665 

159,393 

3,201 

27,360 

33,393 

671 

209 

8 
751 


3,209,541 


3,191 

313,934 

65,026 

119,925 

90,583 

1,168.477 

36,233 

95,225 

60,785 

329,716 

34,409 

112,047 

499, 9J3 

47,872 

14.417 

5,SiO 
11,526 
15,881 

4,8S) 
59.5» 

9,362 
25.332 

39,158 

3,609 

314,167 

10,608 

.  390,900 

33,214 

139.596 

119,07* 


883,685 

2,55S,B5» 

105 .610 

101,102 

389,821 

761 

1,233 

14 

813 

2,610 


35,835,450 


? 
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No.  6. 

SUMMARY  STATEMENT  of  the  value  of  the  exporU  of 
growth^  produce^  and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  dur\ 
the  year  commencing  on  the  1st  October j  1889^  and  ending  on  the  3 
Septembery  1830. 


The  Sea. 

Fbheries — 

Dried  fish  or  cod  fisheries   ... 
Pickled  fish  or  river  fisheries,  herring*,  shad, 
salmon,  mackerel           ... 
Inhale  and  other  fish  oil 
Spermaceti  oil        - 

Whalebone              .             -t            •            . 
Spermaceti  candles  -            ... 

DoUan, 

1,501,658 
148,257 
13,327 
220,275 
172,772 
321,019 

1,105,127 

DoUart, 

530,690 

225 ,987 
568,326 
38,618 
112,357 
349,292 

Mm 

The  Forest. 

skins  and  furs             .... 

Ginseng          .             -             .             -             . 

Product  of  wood- 
Staves,  shingles,  boards,  and  hewn  timber   - 
Other  lumber          .... 
Masts  and  spars 

Oak  bark  and  other  dye       ... 
All  manufactures  of  wood     ... 
Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  turpentine 
Ashes,  pot  and  pearl           ... 

641,760 
67,852 

3,482:495 

717,683 

142,370 

1,315,245 

182,244 

22.110 

4,1^: 

AORIOULtUHE. 

Product  of  animals — 
Beef,  tallow,  hides,  and  horned  cattle 
Butter  and  cheese  .... 
Pork  (pickled),  bacon,  lard,  live  bogs 
Horses  and  mule|    .... 
Sheep         ..... 

2,379,652 
9,121,345 

VegfeUble  food- 
Wheat         

Flotir          -            -            -            -            . 

Indian  corn              .... 

Indian  meal              >             .            .             . 
Bje  meal    -            •            .            .            . 
Hye,  oats,  and  other  small  grain,  and  pulse  . 
Biscuit  or  skip  bread            ... 
Poutoes      -            -            -            .            . 
Applet        .            .            .            ... 

Kioe            .            .            .            .            . 

46,176 

6,085,953 

224,823 

372,296 

87,796 

66,249 

188,474 

39,027 

23,727 

1,986,824 

« 

11.50 

243 


[76] 


No.  6— SUMMARY  STATEMENT^Continued, 


Agriculture. 


:co 


her  ag^cultunl  products 
igo         . 

xseed     *  .  . 

ps  -  .  . 

*wn  sugar 


Manufactures. 

and  tallow  candlea  ... 

er  boots  aiid  shoea  ... 

^hold  furniture  -  .  .  . 

!€•  and  oUier  carriagea  .  .  . 

"  ^  .  .  .  . 

cry         .  . 

I  from  gnun.  beer,  ale,  and  porter 
and  tobacco       *  •  .  . 

.  —  .  .  . 

sd  oil,  and  spirits  of  turpentine  - 

8re 

pig,  bar,  and  naila  ... 

castings  .  .  .  . 

all  manufactures  of         -  -  - 

s  from  molasses  .... 
,  re6ned  -  .  .      ~     . 

>late  ..... 
owder    -  .  .  .  . 

;r  and  brass  .... 
unal  drugs  .... 

A  piece  goods— 

ited  and  colored  ... 

lite  ..... 
ikeens  ..... 
ist,  yam,  and  thread  ... 
other  manufactures  of    .  .  . 

md  hemp — 

th  and  thread  .... 
^  and  all  manufactures  of  -  - 

ing  apparel  .  .  .  - 

a  and  buttons     .  .  .  - 

es  .  .  .  .  . 

*d  tables  and  apparatus    .  .  - 

ellas  and  parasols  ... 

er  and  morocco  skins,  not  sold  per  pound 
ng  presses  and  type        ^  .  - 

al  instruments    .  .  .  - 

s  and  maps  .... 

•  and  other  stationary       .  -  - 

)  and  varnish       .... 

en  &nd  stoneware  .  .  » 


DoUart. 


61,800 

964,196 

1,093 

24,744 
266,350 


619,238 

338,603 
239,463 

51.190 
309,362 

36,651 

153,666 

225.357 

246,747 

4,831 

35,039 
4,135 

96,189 

35,408 
177,876 

49 ,798 

193,084 

893 

128,625 

36,601 

92,154 


1,318,183 

2,153 

1,779 

102,277 

124,589 

6,116 

316 

25,796 

70,968 

13,274 

10,261 

32,004 

40,994 

13,716 

6,690 

2,773 


Dollttfs. 

5,586,365 
29,674,883 


t215,087 


3,074,910 


t '8  3 
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No.  6~SUMMARY  STATEMENT— Continued. 


MAlfUFACTTTRXS. 

Mtnulkcturtts  of  gbuM  .  ... 

tin     - 

pewter  and  lead 

miirble  and  stone 

.  gold  and  silver  and  gold  leaf  -n 
Qold  and  sHrer  coin    .... 
Artificial  flowers         .... 
Ifolassea         .  -  .  .  . 

Trunks  .  -  -  -  - 

Br\,ck«and  lime  .... 

Salt    - 


Articles  not  enumetated — 
Manufiictured 
Other 


DoUart. 

4,497 
4,172 
4,655 
3,561 
937.151 

13,70r 
3.968 
6,654 
3,482 

22,978 


347,228 
309,249 


s.ass, 


656 


59.4fi2 


Treasitbt  Departscent, 

Reoi8tea'»  Ovfioe,  Febntary  Isi^  1831. 


T.  L.  smith,  ReguU 


DC 


No.  7. 


A  GENERAL  STATEMENT 


sxHiBimra  xaa 


kVTTTY  OF  ABIERICAir  AXD  FOREIGIT  TONK AGE 


SSTBRIB   IVTO 


VSBSB  VSfaVSlD  S^iLVSS» 


[  THE  l8T  DAT  OF  OCTOBBB^  18)S9,  TO  THE  31  ST  DAT  OV  OOTOB£B>  1830. 
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A  GENERAL  STATEMENT 


XXHIBITIXe  THE 


ANTITY  OF  AMERICAN  AND  FOREIGN  TONS.l4j 


SXPAMTID  FBOX 


I  THE  1st  of  OCTOBER)  1829^  TO  THE  SOl'H  DAT  OP  SSFTSXBSR;  1830. 
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No.  1 1.—^  STATEMENT  exhibiting  the  quantity  o/AmerieanfOi 
foreign  tonnage  entered  into  and  departing  from  each  district,  dum 
the  year  ending  on  the  SO th  day  of  September,  1830. 


l=s; ; L__ 

}. 

AXKBICIK. 

■ — . 

FomuMT. 

DISTRICTS 

Entered. 

Departed. 

1 

Entered. 

Dffiite 

Tons. 

PMsamaquoddy 

m 

20,242 

28,942 

4,281 

4 

Hacbifts 

• 

m. 

603 

340 

927 

Frenchman's  Bay 

- 

. 

3,116 

3,216 

Waldoborough  - 

- 

- 

3,327 

1,093 

Wiscasset 

•. 

• 

r89 

619 

Portland 

• 

« 

26,642 

38,560 

170 

Bath      - 

. 

_ 

9,880 

12 ,065 

• 

Penobscot 

• 

• 

2.667 

1,765 

Kennebunk 

. 

. 

1,080 

2,172 

Saco 

« 

. 

87 

273 

Belfast  . 

. 

. 

930 

2,494 

York       - 

. 

. 

. 

90 

Portamouth 

. 

- 

9,416 

4,632 

Vermont 

- 

- 

29,741 

19.290 

New  bury  port     - 

- 

- 

5,480    , 

4,301 

Ipswich 

•C 

_ 

. 

88 

Gloucester 

. 

. 

2,743 

2,387 

Salem    - 

. 

• 

17,603 

19,622 

Marblehead 

- 

_ 

1,449 

879 

Boston  -            • 

- 

- 

108.665 

88,232 

4,663 

5 

Plymouth 

- 

- 

4,670 

2,237 

Nantucket 

. 

. 

111 

Edjfartown 

- 

- 

5.756 

4,803 

New  Bedford     - 

- 

.- 

20,841 

24,702 

Barnstable 

A 

. 

1,447 

873 

Dighton 

- 

- 

78 

Newport 

- 

- 

3,540 

2,517 

Bristol 

- 

- 

4,877 

4,835 

Providence 

- 

. 

8,259 

6.742 

New  London 

« 

. 

6,494 

8,747 

^ 

^    Middletown 

. 

» 

2,995 

.      1,679 

New  Haven 

• 

. 

6,086 

7,859 

Fairfield 

• 

^ 

596 

New  York 

- 

„ 

273,790 

210,535 

31,391 

3! 

Sag  Harbor 

- 

_ 

3,150 

3,957 

Champlain 

- 

. 

14,994 

8,211 

Oswego 

- 

^ 

2,865 

3,137 

2,826 

5 

Buffalo 

• 

» 

553 

553 

Sackett's  Harbor 

- 

• 

1,708 

1,773 

35 

Genesee 

. 

. 

1,374 

1,175 

1,092 

1 

Perth  Amboy    - 

. 

^ 

537 

627 

#      ~^  ^ 

Bridgetown 

. 

49 

Philadelphia       - 

- 

- 

72,009 

62,959 

5,007 

4 

Presqiie  Isle 

tm 

. 

. 

63 

Delaware 

- 

• 

1,691 

962 

141 

Baltimore 
Snow  Hill 

- 

- 

54,806 
367 

54,416 
368 

6,315 

3 

Vienna  - 

» 

« 

144 

144 

Oxford  • 

- 

- 

-        92 
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No.  11— STATEMENT— Continued. 


AVBRTCAir. 

FoEsiasr. 

DISTRICTS. 

Entered. 

Depsu*ted. 

Entered . 

Departed . 

Tons. 

fctown       -            -            - 

2,220 

1,076 

/ 

indria         ... 

8,238 

12,727 

.Ik              .            -            - 

11.924 

14,137 

2,406 

1,861 

•sburg        -            -            - 

5,121 

12,191 

961 

nond          ... 

6,757 

13,939 

427 

1,483 

RiTcr         -            -            - 

828 

550 

ahannock  -            .            . 

77^ 

2,299 

Landing^    -            .            . 

236 

259 

rysione       .            .            - 

355 

340 

ktngton       «            .            . 

15,059 

21,3o6 

1,770 

1,773 

>em            ... 

4,841 

4,331 

lington       .            .            • 

1,683 

1,936 

iton             .            .            - 

1,726 

2,985 

icn              -            -            - 

3,353 

3,680 

loath           ... 

776 

3,324 

fort            -            -            - 

113 

:oke           -            .            - 

206 

leston         -            .            - 

50,781 

52,031 

21 ,760 

20,405 

l^town       -            -            - 

78 

433 

mah            ... 

19,031 

50,058 

7,347 

8,729 

twick         .            .            - 

218 

336 

756 

756 

icola           ... 

781 

385 

.a|f;iistine    ... 

143 

316 

186 

93 

Wcit          ... 

520 

665 

132 

112 

le  - 

10,490 

22,277 

4,826 

4,059 

ic  - 

27 

ssippt          ... 

83,243 

106,017 

35,393 

36,317 

ihoga           ... 

56 

49 

•       49 

wt- 

- 

50 

Total 

967,227 

971 ,760 

131 ,900 

133,436 

Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  February  23dy  1831. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
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A. 

FHE  GENERAL  STATEMENT  of  tonnage  accounts  shewm^^  fk\ 
Da.  the  31a7  of  Dec^mkr^ 


829. 

fo  amount  of  tonnage  sold  to  foreign- 
ers, for  the.  year  1829, 

Po  amount  of  tonnage^  lost  mt  sea,  for 
the  year  1829, 

Po  amount  of  tonnage  condemned  as 
unseaworthy,  for  the  year  1829, 

Po  this  differencr  in  the  regwt«re«1  ton- 
nage, which  arises  from  corrections 
made  at  this  oflRce,  by  s^rikinjf  from 
the  balance  of  outstanding  tonnage 
such  vessels  as  have  been  F>old  to  for- 
eigners, lost,  and  condemned  in  pre- 
vious years,  net  heretofore  crtdited , 

Po  this  difference  in  the  enrolled  ton- 
nage, which  arises  from  the  juune 
cause, 

Po  this  difference  in  the  licensed  ton- 
nage, w&ich  arises  from  the  same 
cause,  -  .  •  . 

)ec    31. 

Po  balance,  as  appears  by  general  state- 
ment of  tonnage,  marked  A, 


Registered 
Tonnage. 


Enrolled 
Tonnage. 


JLicensed 
Tonnage- . 


Tooragc 


Tons  and  91ths. 


14,093  22 

12  780  00 

8,164  22 


156,315  74 


4,912  83 
3,290  48 


313,832  03 


650,142  88  588,357  01 


841.496  16  910,392  40 


14.093  3S 
17,692  S3  1^ 
11,4S4  7E 


44,304  09 


22,297  87 


156,315  74 


313,833(8 


44,304  0! 


1.260,797  a 


66,602  01|1 ,818,490  57 


Nora— 7%^  decrease  tn  the  Regibtered  Tonnage  far  the  year  1829,  U 

shown  at  fiUfmi: 

Registered  vessels. 

BegistfTcd 

TonMgc- 

% 

Ships. 

Brigs. 

Sch'ra. 

Sloops. 

StesLm- 
boats. 

Tons.  95ite. 

*here  were  sold  to  foreigners,  for  the 

year  1829 ,       - 

'here  were  lost  at  sea,  for  the  year  1829, 
Tiere  were  condemned  as  unseaworthy, 

fir  the  year  1829,        -            -     -       . 
'here  were  sold  to  foreigners,  lost  at 

sea,  or  condemned,  in  previous  years, 

not  heretofore  credited. 

14 

10 

14 

35 
36 

23 

J37 
29 

'   3 

* 

8 

4 

1 

• 

• 

14.093* 
12.780  00 

8,164  « 
156,315  71 

« 

38 

94 

69 

13 

191,353  3 

here  were  built,  durinj?  the  year  1829, 
iminution  of  registered  tonnage. 

43 

45 

39 

-7 

3 

28,876  74 
162.476  44 

43 

45 

39 

7 

3 

191.353  3 

mount  of  diminished  registered  tonnage,  above,  brought  down ,       - 
^o-            do.        enrolled  tonnage,  brought  over, 

•            "°-        licensed  tonnage  under  90  tons,  above,  brought  down. 

1— • — -i- 

162  476  44 

273 ,813  4» 

44.504  09 

1 

480.594  06 

277 
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A. 

•  amount  of  tonnage  from  the  Slst  qf  December^  1888,  to 
ive.  Cb. 


Re^^ered 


Enrolled 
Tonnage. 


Licensed 
Tonnage. 


Agin-egatc 
Tonnage. 


Tom  and  95*  hs. 


r  statement  rendered  for 
jy  •  •  • 

re^stfred  and  enrolled 
It  during  the  year  1829,  - 


812,619  37 


28,876  74 


841,496  16 


862,170  49 


48,231  86 


910,392  40 


66,602  01 


66,602  01 


1 ,741 ,391  87 


77,098  65 


1,818,490  57 


K  deartau  in  the  Enrolled  T\mnage  for  the  year  1829,  is  shown  as  fuUowes 


Enrolled  vessels. 

KnroUed 
Tonn%gfe. 

Ships. 

Brigs. 

Sch'rs. 

Sloopt. 

S^eam- 

hoats. 

ToQs.  95thS. 

>1H  to  foreigners,  for  the 

•  •           •           • 

It  af  sea,  for  the  year  1829, 
idemned  as  unseawortby, 
1829,       - 

St  Ij^ea,  or  condemned, 
rears,^  not  heretofore  cre- 

•  •           •           • 

- 

5 

3 

41 
15 

23 
54 

- 

4,912  83 
.  3,290  4i 

313,832  03 

^ 

- 

8 

56 

77 

- 

322,035  39 

jlt,  during  the  year  1829, 
enrolled  tonnage. 

1 

23 

446 

138 

40 

48,221  86 
•273,813  48 

1 

23 

446 

138 

40 

322,035  39 

rease  of  tonnage  appears  to  be 

• 

480,594  06 

- 

480,594  06 

«.^ 
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No.  13. 


ABSTRACT 


Of  THB 


»NNAC}E   OF  THi:    SEVERAL    DISTRICTS 


Of  TBB 


vsfavsB^  8Vi^'S':si8» 


ON  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  DECEMBER,  1839. 
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No.  13 — STATEMENT  exhibiting  a  condensed   view  of  the 
nage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States,  on  the  last  d 
December  y  1829. 


DISTRICTS. 


Begistered  ton- 
nuge. 


Enrolled  and 
'licensed  tonnage. 


Tons  and  95ih9. 


Pafts^maquoddy,  Maine  - 

Machia>'  -  •  . 

French  {nan's  Bay 

Penobscot 

Belfast   ... 

Waldoburough   - 

Wiscasset 

Bath       ... 

Portland 

Saco       ... 

Kennebunk 

York      - 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 

Newburyport,  Massachusetts 

Ipswich 

Gloucester 

Salem     ... 

Murblebead 

Boston   - 

Plymouth 

BightOQ 

New  Bedford    - 

Barnsiable  -  • 

Ed^art'iwh  .  ^ 

Nantucket 

Pr  vidence,  Rhode  Island 

Bristol    •  •  • 

Newport 

Middietown,  Connecticut 

New  L.r>ndon  -    . 

New  Haven 

Paii-fiekl 

Vermont 

Chaniplain,  New  York    - 

Sagketi's  Harbor 

OsM-egt) 

Niagara 

Genesee 

Oswegatchie       -  • 

Buffalo  Creek    - 

Sag  Harb«r 

New  York 

Cape  Vincent    - 

Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey 

Bridgetown 

Burlingtojn 

Little  Egg  Harbor 

Great  Egg  Harbor 

Philadelphia^  Pennsylvania 

Presque  Ule 

Wilanngton,  BeUware  - 


11,816  76 

359  29 

3,233  69 

4,160  46 

2,636  80 

3,356  85 

2,765  90 

19,054  59 

29, 6i>d  58 

1,674  83 

5,499  78 

251  91 

13,451  29 

11 ,215  78 

160  84 

1.981  35 
28,518  71 

1 ,698  36 
107.440  35 

11,492  49 
111  14 

39,473  93 
2,225  53^ 
2,638  17 

20,111  02 

12,057  58 
5,574  88 
6,318  38 

2.982  58 
10,096  07 

3,316  77 

320  90 

1,831  94 

2,417  38  - 

95  08 

122  50 

61  87 

163  89 

53  20 

3,632  28 

110,993  21 

45  45 

175  08 


117  42 

50,156  74 

78  20 


3,238  58 

4,233  89 

5,303  67 

14,085  60 

13,299  12 

21,277  90 

3,454  78 

12,544  46 

15,013   71 

2,322  77 

2,193  09 

1,120  35 

6,571  17 

7,398  83 

2,215  54 

10,601  87 

6,260  88 

6,137  05 

37,082  66 

9,078  16 

^  ,810  35 

11,911  86 

24,577  48 

1,161  82 

3,482  43 

5,522  35 

2,758  77 

3,911  58 

8,989  44 

6,726  39 

5,188  25 

8,368  07 

127  06 

835  51 

576  15 

49  00 

345  68 

1 ,479  33 

2,758  22 

150,711  12 

156  17 

7,510  52 

10,100  29 

2,385  03 

2,783  34 

9,393  84 

27.161  61 

332  12 

5,382  17 


2Sl 
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No.  13— ABSTRACT— Continued. 


DISTRICTS. 


Registered  ton- 
nagp. 


Enrolled  and 
licensed  tonnage. 


Total  tonnage  of 
ea 'h  district. 


Tons  and  95:  hs. 


,  Maryland 

• 

30,5r8  02 

14,931  20 

45.509  22 

. 

- 

- 

• 

9.557  44 

9,357  44 

- 

^ 

. 

5  J6  56 

10.620  22 

11,156  78 

1 

- 

- 

79  66 

3,418  ^5 

3 .497  71 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,732  26 

3,732  26 

1 

- 

• 

„ 

1,555  71 

1 ,S5S  71 

rn.  District  of  COlumbi  i 

1,551  09 

1,677  88 

3,229  02 

a 

— 

^ 

4  4'.»:1  13 

3,971  79 

8.374  92 

V'irgiQia 

— 

. 

6,863  ro 

5,317  09 

12,180  79 

P 

- 

. 

2.517  80 

1 .469  7S 

3,987  60 

f7 

. 

'  - 

2,264  29 

1,119  7S 

3,384  09 

* 

,. 

- 

_  , 

1,287  64 

1,287  64 

r 

p. 

- 

692  2J 

1,895  49 

2,587  70 

nock  - 

. 

- 

2,013  41 

1,424  75 

3,438  31 

ding    - 

^ 

- 

79  55 

,   2,001  86  • 

2,081  46 

nc 

« 

- 

74  68 

1,840  41 

1.915  14 

)Dy  North  Carolina 

- 

9,396  16 

2J3  7S 

9  629  91 

» 

* 

- 

3,358  84 

2,451  41 

5«810  30 

>n 

» 

> 

1 ,914  47 

1 ,822  62 

ZJ27  14 

_ 

„ 

- 

2.912  48 

2,495  92 

5,408  45 

• 

. 

- 

2,904  31 

2.189  84 

^,091  20 

^ 

^ 

— 

611  \il 

552  48 

*      1,163  SI 

^       ^ 

„ 

_ 

1,496  15 

2jJ  08 

1 ,749  33 

^ 

« 

. 

788  87 

1   1J4  42 

1 ,913  34 

i»  South  Carolina 

• 

7.842  03 

5,232  bb 

13 ,074  58 

rn 

^^ 

^^ 

^ 

457  48 

457  48 

^ 

^ 

f    ^ 

145  94 

145  94 

Georgia 

- 

- 

6,076  03 

1.647  7i 

.   7,723  79 

t 

^ 

1,418  04 

25?  01 

1,670  08 

1 

- 

- 

• 

649  9. 

649  92 

lio 

. 

- 

* 

^ 

.  . 

»• 

54  17 

843  27 

898  09 

^ 

^ 

.  - 

^ 

497  ^o 

497  65 

liohigan 

- 

- 

- 

9.>8  SI 

938  51 

ickiitac 

m. 

• 

• 

- 

- 

- 

4,625  20 

2,807  h< 

7,433  09 

er 

I" 

568  7'. 

568  79 

xos 

^ 

_ 

18,737  25 

26,013  7\ 

44,751  04 

^ 

^ 

101  5v> 

42b  2 

527  n 

,  Florida 

^ 

^ 

124  29 

339  63 

463  84 

»tine    - 

^ 

_ 

. 

664  41 

664  41 

s 

. 

, 

„ 

132  65 

132  65 

t 

369  80 

359  41 

729  26 

* 

Total 

650,142  88 

610,654  88 

1,260,977  81 

Treasury  Department, 

Reoistrr's  Office,  February  lOihy  1831. 

36  T.  I/.  SMITH,  RegUter. 
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No.  14. 


^  COMPARATIVE  VIEW  of  the  registered^  enrolled,  and 
tonnage  qf  the  United  Statesyfrom  1815  to  1829,  indume. 


Re^iitered  tonnage. 

Enrolled  and  licenaed 
tonnage. 

Total  toamCi 

TdA^BS. 

Tona  and  95tha. 

1815 

854,394  74 

513,833  04 

i.3e8,mTS 

1816 

800,759  63 

571,458  S5 

1,372,2M55 

iBir 

809,724  70 

590.186  66 

1,399.91141 

1818 

606, OSf^  fi4 

609,095  51 

1,335.184  90 

1819 

612 ,930  44 

647,831  17 

1.360,751  « 

1830 

619.047  53 

661,118  66 

l,90O.ltf34 

1831 

619,096  40 

679.063  30 

1,298.958  70 
1.334.699  17 

1832 

628,150  41 

696.548  71 

1838 

639,920  76 

696,644  87 

1,336.565  « 

1B24 

669,972  60 

719.190  37 

1,389,163  09 

1835 

700,787  08 

722,333  69 

1.43S.I11JT 

1836        - 

737,978  15 

796,212  68 

1,534,190  C 

1837 

747 , 170  44 

^3,437  34 

1,630.607  78 

1838 

812,619  37 

938.773  50 

1.741.39187 

1839 

650,143  88 

610.654  88 

1,360,977  81 

Tmsasttrt  Department, 

Reoisteb'*  Office^  February  lOM,  18S1. 

T.  L.  SMITH^  S^er 
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e. 


STATEMENT  of  the  number  of  vessels,  with  the  amount  if  i 
nage,  and  the  number  of  seamen  employed  in  natngatingikiifi 
{including  their  repeated  voyages)  which  entered  intoy  and  dM 
from,  each  State  and  Territory,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  Mm 
tember,  1830.  ,  > 


\ 


STATB  om  TXBmrroBT. 


Maine 

New  Hmmpthire   . 

Vermont  ^ 

MafncbuMtts       ,. 

Bhode  Island 

Connecticat  * 

New  Yrirk 

New  JpTsey  ^ 

Pennsylvania 

BeUware 

Mainland 

District  of  Columbia 

Virginia   - 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina     - 

Georgia    - 

Alabama  - 

Louisiaoa 

Florida     - 

Ohio 

Michigan 


Number  of 
vessels. 


535 

38 

121 

913 

93 

1,383 

3 

365 

9 

90 

54 

93 

235 

115 

79 

6$ 

451 

15 

1 

1 


_  I 


4,745 


Amount  of  tonntge. 


Entered . 


i 


69,363 

9,416 

29,741 

168,243 

16,676 

16,171 

298,434 

586 

72,009 

1,691 

55,317 

10,458 

25,997 

27J57 

50,859 

19,249 

10,490 

83,270 

1,444 

56 


967,227 


i 


Departed. 


971,760 


r 


i 


91.629 

4.632 

19,290 

148,134 

14, im 

18.285 

229,341 

62r 

63,032 

.963 

55.020 

13,808 

43,715 

36,592 

52.464 

50.394 

22.277 

196,017 

1,366 

56 

SO 


./ 


«"W 


t 

I 

M 
A 

IJ 


% 


Treasitiit  Dspartmbnt> 

Rboister's  Opfic£>  February  10,  1831. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Rigii. 
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^N  JiCCOUNT  qf  the  number -qf  seamen  regutered  in  each  StfUf 
Territory  qf  the  United  States^  during  the  year  ending  on  ihf 
December^  1830,  under  the   ^^act  for  the   rMt:/  and  proltciim 
jSmerican  seamen. " 
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Number  of 

Ntal 

Stats  om  TKBaxroBT. 

seamen  re- 

State ok  Tx^KiTosr. 

«C9Bi 

gistered. 

f^rt 

Ifaine 

-) 

561 

llAr^bnd     ... 

3 

New  Hampihife 

. 

66 

Vir«uu»       .              .             .4 

J 

V»rroont 

• 

„ 

— 'TT 

Nertii  C^arofinm 

• 

MMaachusetts 

• 

_ 

2,769 

South  Curolioji 

Bhode  laland  - 

. 

240 

Georf^       -              ,            - 

Cnn»ecticut    ^ 

• 

«. 

97 

AUbania      -             •            . 

Nrw  York      • 

-  . 

. 

1,214 

Luuifiaoa    ... 

New  Jersey     - 

• 

• 

1 

Columbia,  Dittrict  oT 

PeniMylYmnia  - 

448 

TasAauBr  DBPASTHEirTy 

RjBOiBTSR^s  OmcBy  February  lOth,  1831. 

T.  h.  SMITH,  B^igki 
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SPECIES  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


IlfPomTi. 


Fire 
goods. 


Other. 


A. 


ArticUs  imported  for  the  use  of  the  U 

States  -  -  - 

Articlen  tpectally  imported  for  mcorpo* 

rated  philosophical  societies,  &c . 
Articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefty  of 

pearls,  preciou-t  Stones,  &c.  • 
Artiele!^  not  enunMrated.  subject  to  du 
tiesftd  i7Jerem>iit  13}  per  cent 

1^ 

20  ^ 

25 
30 
33J- 

40 
45 

50 

Arms,  side  and  lire,  other  than  muskets 

M\4  rifles 

Animals  for  breed 

Ale,  &c. 

AlnkMidfl 

Alum 

Anchors 

,  Anvils 

Anatomical  preparations 

Antimony,  regulus  of , 

Apples 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 

All  other  articles 

Articles  not  ennmerated,  manufiustured 

raw  produce 
Apparel,  wearing 


B. 


BookSy  printed 

Burr  stones^  unwrought 

Brimstone 

Botany,  spe^|^l9  of    • 


6 
6 


10 


iV     ^    ..^  -  .- 


8 
8 


14 


6 
8 
8 
6 


Exroars- 


Ff»ref  ^  neiefann  iisp. 


125 

32 
34 
34 
34 
34 
34 
'34 
34 
34 
34 

24 

44 

76 
78 


88 


Free 


Other. 


114 
114 
114 


■  i 


138 

134 
134 
134 
134 
134 


136 

144 
150 

174 
168 


176 


S 
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eb  carpeting. 


ng,  cotton 
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r  -   • 

;pa'rods    < 

;s  - 

m  * 

s    • 

t  - 

aaines 
•d  laUes    - 


C. 


■  and  maps 

ets  of  coins  and  medals   ^ 
tiree ,  bark  of       • 
nnwroui^ht  -  « 

^9  in  pigs  and  Imts 

in  plate-fl^  for  sheathiq||^  ships 

for  the  use  of  the  mint 

old,  fit  only  for  re-mamifiicture 

vessels^f 

rods  snd  bolts 

nails  and  spikes 
i  and  cassimeres 
n 
n,  manufactures  of 

bsKging 
:s  andstripet 
ig  knives 
vare        — 
ling,  generally 

oil  cloth;  of  eyery  description 
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ilatt 


Piee 

goods. 


10 
12 
12 

12 
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8 

8 
12 
12 
12 
12  H 
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Other. 
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28 

16 
22 

iJo 

30 
02 
22 
36 
44 
60 
40 
60 
60 
64 
78 
92 
96 


16 


26 
72 
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16 
64 

40 
20 
24 
26l 

38 
48 
50 
50  1 


118 


116 

116 
116 

118 


Other. 
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128 


120 

124 

■ 

132 

230 

126 

136 

144 

218 

156 

204 

140 

206 

156 

206 

170 

178 

182 

220 

200 

212 

230 

k 

236 

120 

122 
140 
124 
126 
128 
136 
138 
148 
148 
148 


233 


228 


214 
228 


226 


29'? 
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26 
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128 
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12 
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118 
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specie 

14 
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dcr       - 

. 

64 

. 

160 

22^ 

•                           •                           a                            < 

« 

66 

m                            m                             m                             % 

. 

54 

m                            m                             « 

^^ 

^ 

^ 

s 

204 

re,  8m5. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

212 

H. 

d  skins,  raw     .            .            - 

10 
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18 
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lunufactures  of 
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22 
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32 
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132 
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.■ 
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64 
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158 

214 

steel,  manufactures  of  paying 

duties  ad  ralorem     - 
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24 

. 

126 

wire      .            -            - 

« 

74 

_ 

166 

tack%  he. 

■. 

74 

• 

166 
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74 

• 

168 
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es  and  chains    - 
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• 

168 

ogs      - 
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IroD,  bar  and  bolt,  rolled 

hammered   - 
fndian  com         .  w  . 

iheal 


L. 

Lapis  calami naris 

rJnens 

Lace 

Leghorn  hats     - 

Lard       ... 

Lead,  white  and  red 

in  pi^  bars,  and  sheets 

sii^ar  of 

pipes 
L\tharge 
Lumber 

Leather  and  leather  shoes 
Linseed  oil 

M. 


klodels  of  invention  and  machinery 
Manufactures  of  wool    - 

cotton 

silk 

flax     - 

henip 

iron  and  steel 

copper 

brass 

tin 

pewter  and  lead 

wood 

leather 

glass 

gold  and  silver 

square  wire 

marble 
lolasses 
ice 
tiskets 

asts  and  spars 
ulat     - 
eal,  Indian 

rye 
e^lieinal  drugs 
Bhogany,  unmanufactured 
jsical  instruments 
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83 
82 
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20 
20 
22 
58 
66 
68 
68 


14 
18 
20 
20 
22 
24-r4 
26 
28 
28-32 
28 
28 
28 
26-90 
26 
30 
30 
44 
54 
72 


EZPOBTf. 


Forei^  merchandise. 


Free 
goods. 


Other. 


in 

e  33 
1^8 


172 


114 


194 
124 
126 

160 
163 

163 
163 


146 


10 


116 


120 
122 
132 
134 
134 

136-166 
133 
128 
130 
130 
130 
130 

128-178 
128 

130 
144 

166 


2M 
310 


SI 


9I£ 
222 


2S4 


334 
3S4 


334 
334 

234 
334 


301 
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310 
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,  of  copper 
of  iron     - 
i  stores 


O. 


yurgs 

itbt  furniture 

e»  diy  and  in  oil 

bark 

>th  carpetingt  of  erery  description 

P. 


d  ware 

sophical  apparatus 

ings 

sr  of  Paris 

er,  old 

B  and  yeatings 

its,  black  lead 

r     • 

r  hangings 

r    - 

i§  and  plums 

cr 
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ig  cards    - 

and  tar 

nd  pearl  ashes 

ng  presses 

I    - 


t  printed  floorcloth 
1  saddlery 

Q. 


:silver 


R. 


of  any  kind  of  cloth 
[  Bheettng 


Impobts. 


Free 
gfoods. 


6 

6 

10 
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Other. 
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46 
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38 
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Foreign  merchandise. 
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114 

18 

- 

30 

88 

- 

30 

. 

44 

. 

52 

«B 

60 

- 

56 

- 

56 

. 

86 

• 

98 

* 

• 

66 

«B 
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• 
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30 
32 

- 
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160 
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